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Pool’s future bleak

LIGHT FADING - Should the WLU pool close, lifeguards will be laid off, recreational activities will halt and the swim team will be dissolved.

SYONEY HELLAND

Unless $2.2 million is raised in the next six weeks, the facility will be decomissioned in January

JEREMY TREMBLAY
NEWS EDITOR

As the WLU pool enters the final
six weeks before its December
31 closure date, the sitnation for
Laurier’s varsity swim team, inira-
mural participants, lifeguards and
the large number of community
groups using the facility is begin-
ning o look grim.

"It's difficult to raise money for
what's essentially a band-aid," ex-
plained Peter Baxter, director of
athletics and recreation,

The pool had initially been
scheduled to close on August 31
The closure was delayed until the
end of December to allow com-
munity groups 1o try to raise $2.2
million - the amount necessary to
prolong the facility’s life for anoth-
er five vears.

However, community groups
have been unable to secure fund-
ing from provincial or municipal
governments, according to VP Fi-
nance Jim Butler

“To be fair, the financing of any
extension can't be just borne on
the backs of students and the uni-
versity itself” said Baxter.

High community use of the pool
means that several groups cur
rently using the pool, including
the Region of Waterloo Swim Club,
KW Water Polo, two synchronized
swimming teams and several oth-
¢rcommunity users, will be forced

to look for water time elsewhere
when little is available.

WLU will also feel the pinch.

Recreational uses of the pool
- such as intramural inner-tube
waterpolo - will no longer have a
facility and be forced to end.

Varsity swimming won't be far
behind.

“We won't have a team next year
if there isn't a pool,” said Kailey
Haddock, a third-year student and
member of the university's swim
L.

“I AM [TRANSFERRING|. | HAVE TO.... |
CAN'T QUIT SWIMMING, SO IT FORCES

ME TO LEAVE.

- Whitney Rich, third-year business
student and gold-medal swimmer

In fact, the pool’s closure comes
with 45 days left in this vear’s
SeASDN,

Dean Boles, the team’s head
coach, expects that team members
will get about one-third of the in-
p:m| training time they currenily
do,

It's near impossible,’ he
said, "for them to comtinue their
training.”

Several team members echoed
their disappointment in Laurier
for riot making the reality of the

situation known sooner.

“l came here because of the
Olympic-level coach,” said Na-
than Frick, a second-vear student
and varsity swimmer who came to
WLL from Bermuda.

Frick is now tryving w decide
whether he will continue to attend
Laurier or transfer - possibly at the
cost of friendships and credits - to
another school,

“I am [transferring]. 1 have 1o,
said Whitney Rich, a varsity swim
member who won three gold med
als at division championships this
weekend, “lcan't
(it swimming,
so it forces me o
leave.”

Members of the
team voiced their
displeasure with
administration,
suggesting  that
students should
have been kept better informed
earlier.

lames Blaikie, a lourth-year his-
tory student who has been a life-
guard at the pool since the sum
mer of 2006, agreed.

“There's been no information
whatsoever on the state of employ
ment, he explains, adding that
lifeguards were, untl recently, led
to believe that funding would be
found.

This week, Blaikie found ouwt he
will be laid off because of the pool's
December 31 closure; in fact, all 30

lifeguards employed by athletics
and recreation will lose their jobs.

Plans are currently being pre-
pared to determine how the ponl
will be decommissioned. Follow-
ing the closure, Baxter said that
athletics and recreation will work
with facility users to determine
how the space can be used and
possibly converted in the long
LErim.

"It's too bad. [The community]
won't really feel it until the doors
are closed and the water's drained,”
said Boles.

Currently, members of WLU's
varsity swim club hope to get the
message out that the amount
needed to do repairs 15 “not a lot
ol money,” says Rebecca Cuff, add-
ing that it works out to just a few
dollars per resident of Kitchener-
Waterlon.

A Facebook group entitled "Save
Laurier Pool,” which attracted over
100 members within hours ol its
creation yesterday,
peaple to contact city councillor

encourages

and Minister of Training, Colleges
and Universities John Milloy

Baxter stressed the fact that six
weeks remain before the pool s
officially closed, saying that if the
maoney is found before then re-
pairs will take place

‘I never give up hope that some-
hody will see fit that this is a worth-
while facility and resource 1o the
community,”

www.cordweekly.com

Laurier’s
deficit
discussed

\/P: Finance holds
meeting about falling
value of investments

REBECCA VASLUIANU
NEWS EDITOR

At the first In a series ol lour town
hall meetings held to address the
financial concerns facing Laurier
in the next few years, VP: Finance
lim Butler presented information
about the repercussions of Lau-
rier’s falling investments to a con-
cerned audience of staff, students
and community members.

Butler reiterated the issue
of WLU's fund deficit
brought up at last Monday's Senate

pension

meeting,

Throughout the meeting, he also
touched on various other issues
facing the university,

He explained that Laurier has $54
million in deferred maintenance
- an amount composed of repairs
and “housekeeping issues” that the
university has not yet addressed,

In order to make sure the uni-
versity's facilities are kept in good
working condition, Laurier has 1o
allocate $15 million over 20 years
towards repairs.

"You can't keep deferring it for-
ever, he stated. “It's there, it’s an
obligation. You cannot do some-
thing for one year but then it just
catches up with you. To cut back on
the university when we've got de-
lerred maintenance issues seems
like a mismatch prioriw.”

In addition, Butler raised the is
sue of Laurier's structural deficit

Because Laurier does not bring
in enough revenue t cover the
university's expenses, the rest of
the funding is provided through
"vear-end money” allocated by the
provincial government

However, Butler explained that
this vear Dwight Duncan, minister
of finance and revenue, warned
universities ro "count on restraint,”
making it possible that this year the
much-needed funding will not he
supplied.

"What happens il government
doesn't flow year-end monies |s
that all of a sudden it's a real defi-
cit,” he explained.

On the wpic of Laurier’s dwin-
diing pension fund, Butler ex-
plained that there may be some
hope of saving the university Irom
spending cuts,

- SEE TOWN HALL, PAGE 2
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WLUFA workload
bargaining begins

REBECCA VASLUIANU
NEWS EDITOR

After more than three months of
negotiations, the Willrid Laurier
University  Faculty  Association
(WLUFA) and university adminis-
tration are finally moving towards
the two biggest issues in the col-
lective agreement - workload and
l'lHIII}t!‘IL‘iiI[il_ﬂl

Bath sides have been ar the
bargaining table since Septem
ber 1 and, according to WLUFA
Media Relations Officer Herben
Fimlouwt, the groups have tackled
"over half” of the articles in the
collective agreement.

WLUFA remains optimistic that
both parties will reach an agree-
ment before Christimas  break,
savs Pimlot.

Kevin Crowley, director of
news and editorial services at the
university, commented that both
sides are "still picking away" at
negotiations, adding that bar-
gaining is a timely process.

“The collective agreement is
more than 130 pages long. There's
a lot of detail in there and vou
want to get it right so you take the

time and you work at it.”

On Friday, the full-time facul
ty's bargaining ream presented its
proposal on warkload.

"We're maoving into workload,
as well as pay and benefits. That
means that we will be dealing
with more substantial areas thar
are of grear concern w our mem-
bers,” explained Pimlott

As well, both parties are confi-
dent that tull-time faculty nego-
tiations will nat be impacted by
WLLs pension fund deficiencies
and the possibility of budget cuts
in the Tuture. "We've heard the
statements made ... they've made
it clear that it's not a case thar
\'\'I‘.'.'l' in i .';"l.lﬂ'[il]l'l U.'hl."TL' '|.'|.'l"1l'f"
facing a fiscal emergency,” said
Pimlot.

Crowley explained that VIP: Fi
nance Jim Butler made a presen-
tation to the full-time faculty bar-
gaining team as well as the uni-
versity's bargaining team so that
both sides are informed about the
issues, which he explains are just
"scenarios” at this time.

Negotiations will continue on
Tuesdays and all day on Fridays;
it is currently undetermined
when negotiations will break for
the winter holidays.

Pension report to come

- FROM TOWN HALL, COVER

Because of the market crash, the
vialue of the university's pension
fund will not be sufficient to cover
what it is legally required 1o.

The university would be ob-
ligated to pay back the funding
shortfall or deficit over a period of
five years,

These payments - which could
be as much as $11 million peryvear
based on a zero percent rate of
return - would require curts from
the university’s budger equalling
as much as $21 million.

Butler explained that if the rate
of return recovered to a number
as high as six-and-a-hall percemt
the university would still have o
pay approximately $9.1 million
for each vear.

"ls anybaody fearless enough
to think the world market is go-
ing to recover?” Butler asked an
audience who responded with
laughter.

At the meeting Butler an
nounced that a crucial report on
pensian funds commissioned by
the Ministry of Finance will be
released this Friday, with the pos-
sibility of exempting Laurier from
the annual payments,

The Ontario Expert Commis-
sion on Pensions, the first docu-
ment addressing the Pension
Benefits Act in 20 years, was
started back in 2006 and Butler is
hopeful that the report will pro-
vide some relief for Laurier’s pen-
sion deficit.

"We've been waiting for them
to put our the report.” explained
Butler.

“The government doesn’t have

to accept it. It'd just be a recom-
mendation from the specific pan-
el. They make a recommendation
back 1o finance ministry and he
can pick and choose to imple-
ment some, all or pone. When
they would do it is another matter
too,” he added.

So far, Butler explained that a
0.5 percent cut built into the bud-
get in May is already in effect. The
university has started creating
contingency plans w cope with
the problem. These plans may be
revealed in the next month.

While several WLU staff mem-
bers expressed their concern ar
Monday's meeting, Butler said
that he has received minimal con
cern from university emplovees

“Peaple have been reading the
papers, and they know that there's
heen job loss, bur this is just an
early warning,” he explained. "lIt's
not on us right now and we're try-
ing to problem-salve.”

Laura Allan, assistant professor
of business palicy, expressed her
faith in the university’s ability 1o
make it through tough times.

"Budget cuts are budget cuts.
It's not like we haven't been
through thart before. Do | think the
university will make it through?
Of course,” she explained, add-
ing that she believes there |s some
good to be found in the situation.

“1 think sometimes that good
things come out of this. | think
it's a chance for everybody to re-
ally look at what matters in their
work lives, in their personal lives.
Once you come out of it you come
out of it better. So yeah I'm wor-
ried, but | tend to look at things as
opportunities.”

LALEA TOMEIRS
BUSINESS AS USUAL - No cases of E. coli have been reported at
WLU. Food Services is taking standard food-safety precautions.

E. coli cases
confirmed

Suspected source of infections is contaminated
romaine lettuce; official cause not yet named

LINDA GIVETASH
STAFF WRITER

The recent Escherichia coli (E,
coli) outbreak that has hit South-
ern Ontario has begun to make
its mark on Waterloo region. It
has been confirmed that two stu-
dents at St. Mary's High Schoaol
in Kitchener have contracted the
bacteria, with a third case being
investigated.

Health officials closed the
school caleteria, run by Aramark
Canada, on November 7 in an at-
tempt to determine the source of
the outbreak. Romaine lettuce has
been named as the prime suspect,
but this has not been confirmed
by the Canada Food Inspection
Agency [CFIA).

Kelly Ough, Director of Food
Services at WLU and an Aramark
employee, assured that the Fresh
Food Co. Is doing everything
possible to ensure the safery of
its customers. "We are doing our
standard food-safety precautions

. avoiding cross-contamination
keeping raw and cooked foods
away from each other”

The Fresh Food Co. has not dis-
posed of any suspicious products
as of yet. Ough explained that
they are "waiting to hear what the
CFIA comes up with as a link to E.
coli”

However, in light of the two ill
students, 5t. Mary’s High School
has thrown out all romaine let-

tuce as a precautionary measure
prior to the cafeteria’s reopening
on November 13.

The University of Guelph has
also been hit by the outbreak
Wellington-Dufferin-Guelph
Public Health has repaorted seven
confirmed cases of E. coli in the
area, all students of the university.
The University has stopped selling
lettuce on campus until the exact
source is identified,

In total, there are 140 con-
firmed and probable cases of the
E. coli infection in Southerm On-
tario. The Ministry of Health and
Long-Term Care has released a
statement that “laboratory test
ing has determined that cases .
have the same DNA fingerprint,”
implying that there is a common
source for infection

Karen Ostrander, Health Ser-
vices manager at WLU, said that
there are many products that the
public should be cautious of and
even avoid during an outbreak.
The most common causes of E
coli infection are “the ingestion
of ground beel products, such
as hamburgers, that are rare or
inadequately cooked . [the|
consumption of lettuce, alfalfa
sprouts, unpasteurized  juice,
milk or cider and also person-to-
person transimission.”

Until the source is determined,
ensuring food is thoroughly
washed and cooked is the best
means of avoiding infection.
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"Are you worried about
the financial crisis?"

“| still think I'm too young to worry
about that kind of stuff"

- Jake Courtepatte
First-year English

"Yes, Because I'm in business ... what
will the world be like when | am
looking for a job?"

-Vaishnavi Vivek
First-year business

"Yes, because | am in Co-op, and they
are worried that there won't be jobs
available for students.”

- Sam Sterne
Second-year business

“Not particularly. | think as a student,
right now I'm worried about other
things."

- (asey DeGraaf
First-year North American studies
and English

"0f course | am. It affects everyone. I'm
sure it will be a long-term thing."

-Peter Hanna
Second-year business

Compiled by fennifer Rae,
photos by Mara Silvestri
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r ahead: panel

RYAN STEWART

CANADIAN OUTLOOK - Experts brought together by Laurier's School of Business and Economics to reflect on the global economic crisls con-
cluded that it's not all bad news for the country. Canadian companies may be in a strong position to compete when the downturn ends.

REBECCA VASLUIANU
NEWS EDITOR

At an event hosted by the Laurier
School of Business and Econom-
ics held last night at the Centre
for International Governance In-
novation, expert panellists came
together to discuss and answen
gquestions about Canada’s econ-
omy, within the scope of the global
financial crisis.
called A
Perfect Storm? Economic Out-
look 2009, began with a keynote
speech by Douglas Porter, deputy
chiel economist and managing
director at Bank of Montreal Cap-
ital Markets.

Through a series of graphs, Por-
ter tracked how Canada has been

The annual event

faring over the past few months in
light of the global economic crisis,
relating it to previous tumultuous
times such as the 1970s oil shock,
the technology recession of the
1990s, as well as the recession
from 2000 to 2003; he noted that

through all of these crises Can-
ada managed to avoid some of the
negative impact.

Porter went on to relate this to
Canada'’s current standing in the
glabal crisis.

He noted that while the United
States’ vehicle sales have reached a
16.5-vear low, Canada has reached
a record high as consumers re-
‘il}””ll 1o L‘.Iri.{.'t’ CuLs,

As well;, he explained that Can-
ada’'s employment rate has stayed
approximately the same while the
LIS has seen a huge drop, stating "
don’t think employment is going
to deteriorate the same way as in
the U5

Porter also noted that on the
whole Canada has seen the great-
est detriment to regional econ-
omies in the most booming areas
of Canada, such as Calgary, Ed-
monton, Vancouver and Toronto.

“Cities with the biggest pull-
backs will be the ones that have
seen the most progress,” explained
Porter.

Despite some: promising pat-
terns, he noted that Canada is not
invulnerahle.

"I do believe the Canadian
economy is in for a very challen-
ging vear. The United States is In a
recession and Canada will not be
able to avoid [the] implications.”

After Porter spoke, three panel-
lists: joined him to provide their
own outlook and answer audlence
questions - President and CEOQ of
CMA-Ontario Merv Hillier, Chair-
man and Chiefl Executive Officer of
MES Ing¢. Phil Deck and WLL Eco-
nomics Professor David Johnson.

Addressing the audience, Hillier
noted that he thinks one of the ma-
jor goals for Canada is 1o look past
the US as the country's primary
trading parmer and “diversify our
customers.”

Deck also provided a positive
outlook, stating that for many
strong businesses the decrease
in competition will provide them
better footing for when the reces-
sion subsides.

“The winners are emerging
from the losers and a lot of the
companies that are swong are
now realizing the prospect thar a
lot of their competitors are gone
and are now looking towards how
they will emerge from the upswing
once things do wrn around,” he
explained.

After the panel discussion, Asso-
ciate Professor of Foopomics Wil
liam Morrison, who organized the
event, said he believed the discus.
sion was ultimately positive, while
many have painted it in a negative
light.

“Tuning is everything: If vou
look at the trend of long-term
growth of the economy it's an up-
ward rend. We've had downturmns
and this one 15 punctuated by the
global economic crisis but if you
look at trends we're going to re-
bound from this and we will hope-
fully come back even stronger 1o-
morrow,” he explained.

See PAGE 18 for editonal reaction to this story

Shirt controversy boils down

History Students’ Association and Student Diversity Office hold discussion with concerned parties

MORGAN ALAN
STAFF WRITER

On Thursday, the Office for Student
Diversity held an open meeting 1o
address the controversy surround-
ing the History Students’ Associa-
tion's {(HSA) t-shirt campaign.

The meeting, which rook place
in the Macdonald House board-
room, was open to all members of
the Laurier community who took
offence to the shirt in question,

The incident occurred last week
when the HSA faced complaints
over the sale of a shirt that depict-
ed former Soviet leader Josef Stalin
with the text "Got Purge?”

‘Though the shirt was intended
as satire, a large number of com-

plaints led to the shirt being pulled
from public sale.

The meeting was intended 1o
create an open discussion on the
issue, where those in attendance
could voice their concerns and
the HSA could explain the shirt's
message.

The Office for Student Diversity
"wanted to bring people wogether,
have a conversation, and become
more educated about the issue,”
said Adam Lawrence, student di-
versity co-ardinator,

Lawrence stressed that the pur-
pose ol the meeting was not (o
censor the HSA or punish them for
the campaign.

“The purpose of the meeting was
to hear what people were saying”

said Lawrence. “It was good that
people who had concerns were
able to share them.”

Following the discussion, the
H5A agreed to release a statement
through the diversity office that ex-
plained the message of the shirtin
question and the purpose of their
campaign.

"All of aur t-shirts are designed
to be of a satirical nature and in no
way should be construed to mean
that we support any tragic event,”
the statement read.

John kaye, a second-year lan-
guages student attended
the meeting, expressed concern
over the message of the shirt in
question.

whao

The shirt "wasn't conducive to

a multicultural, accepting campus
environment,” said Kaye.

Despite his reservations, Kaye at
no point wished for the HSA to he
censored.

"I was glad to see that the Office
for Student Diversity took a stance
in favour of inclusivity, but didn't
censor [the HSA]," he said.

Though Lawrence wished to
avoid censorship, he made the Of-
fice for Student Diversity's stance
on the controversy apparent.

“Do | promaote [the shirts]? Not
really. Do | think that the HSA is
bad? Not at all,” he said.

“The shirts have a satirical
meaning. When [the HSA] ex-
plains it, you realize why they cre-
ated them,” Lawrence Jdded.



1. NEWS

WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 19, 2008 » THE CORD WEEKLY

% CANADA IN

Homecoming
suspended at Queen's

KINGSTON, ON — The Ontario
university notorious for its rowdy
Aberdeen street parties has can-
celled homecoming events for the
next two years.

This year, there was a crowd of
approximately 9,000 individuals in
attendance, 600 fines were handed
out - mostly liquor offences - and
there were 138 arrests.

The university will now hold
4 spring reunion in May for for-
mer Queen’s graduates to replace
homecoming,

Concordia graduate’s
possible beheading

MONTREAL — 23-year-old Con-
cordia graduate Mohammed
Kohail has lost an appeal for his
murder conviction in the death of

a 19-year-old student in a school-  urday to face accusations against term

yard fight. him for his connection with the |I, MBA Co-op
Kohail faces beheading after bombing of a synagogue in France

the Saudi Arabian courts have re- 30 years ago.

jected three appeals. He was con- The 1980 attack killed four indi-

victed this past March. viduals and sparked an outcry in
The Canadian Embassy in Saudi  the Jewish community.

Arabia says that the verdict is not 54-year-old Hassan Diab was

final, a contrast to statements arrested at his home in Gatineau, 3.

from government officials and Quebecon Thursday and is claim-

media reports and, as of lastweek,  ing that this is a case of mistaken :

the family has not vet heard from  identity and he is in no way con- ; o I

the government since the verdict
was announced.

McMaster student
charged with arson

HAMILTON, ON — A first-year
student at McMaster has been

»

charged with setting fire to his res-
idence building in late October.

Emerson Pardoe was arrested
on November 3 for arson. The re-
sulting fire displaced 580 Brandon
Hall residents and sent four stu-
dents to the hospital.

Pardoe has been banned from
the city of Hamilton, suspended
from McMaster and is not allowed
to contact any students or staff
from the university.

He was released on November 4
with $50,000 bail and is currently
staving with his parents in Scar-
borough until his next court ap-
pearance, which is scheduled for
December 16,

Professor accused of
bombing synagogue

OTTAWA — A sociology profes-
sor who teaches at both Carleton
University and the University of
Drttawa appeared in court on Sat-

nected 1o the incident.

A publication ban is currently
in place on the case and Diab will
remain in police custody until his
next hearing, which is scheduled
for Thursday.

- Compiled by Laura Carlson, with
files from Canadian University
Press and The Globe and Mail
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THE DEGREE THAT WILL CHANGE YOUR LIFE

Plan to attend our upcoming information
nights being held in the KW area.

WILFRID LAURIER UNIVERSITY
November 26, 5:30 - 7 p.m.
Schoal of Business and Economic | Room 2260
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'BIG BROTHER LAURIER

From December 4 to 10, editors of

THE CORD WEEKLY

will be partaking in the trial to end all

trials.

We, The Cord, will be living in our office
for an entire week. We will never leave
campus. We will sleep on couches, and on

sustenance, and drink from a water cooler

the bare floor.
We will feed on dust bunnies for

for our very survival.

And you'll be able to watch it all live on

webcam, 24/7, on CordWeekly.com

Stay tuned for video diaries, daily blogs,
competitions,fist-fights and pure insanity.

ON-CAMPUS rj‘""
\
¥4

CHIROPRACTOR

Covered by WLU Health Plan ‘ — =4

WLU HEALTH SERVICES
884-0710 Ext. 3146

L-u'-L i

helping Laurier students to look and
see their best since 1995

OPTICAL

eye exams available:on

255 King St. N. {Klng at Unwermt‘y]l
519-888-0411
www.opticalillusioninc.ca

‘/

Jiis[ild publications

Annual General Meeting

January 2009 - Date to be announced

Positions available:

basement of MacDonald House

.-'.' ""__ {
T

WLUSP President Greg Sacks at
greg.sacks@wlusp.com

UNIVERSITY

www.universityview.ca

Any questrons should be directed to:

President of WLUSP & Board of Directors

Applications will be available for pick up December
1, 2008 from the WLUSP office located in the

VIEW Student Residence

173 KING STREET N

173 King Street North, Corner of King & Fzra Streets
In order to view a unit e-mail
dvogel@studenthousing.com or call 519-598-4828

Amenities and Facilities Provided
- Minutes to both universities (just across Bricker St from Laurier)

Surveillance system in all common areas/underground parking
- Fully controlled entrance
Amplu. closet and storage space
Bell & Rogers jacks in each bedroom
- Rent to individuals or groups up to 4 charges
Secured bicycle storage area
- Fach bedroom provided with door lock set for privacy
Laundry facility
T'wo full bathrooms in each unit
All units painted and cleaned before the start of each lease
Parking available 3
- Monthly (September to April) cleaning service provided 1. Phone

.
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University View

NOW RENTING FOR MAY 2009
Winter Sublets Available

Utilities
Landlord Pays For:
. Water & Sewage

2. Hot water
5. Cleaning services
F'enant Pays For:
1. Elec tricity
2. Cable TV
. Internel
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- Prices starting at $465/ month/student
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Civil disengagement

Ralph Nader spoke to students at Hagey Hall, UW about their role in politics

PAULA MILLAR
STAFF WRITER

"To know and not to do is not 1o
know.” This ancient Chinese prov-
erb captures the essence of Ralph
Nader's November 13 keynate
speech to a crowded theatre hall at
the University of Waterloo,

Nader’s visit marked the Wa-
terloo Public Interest Research
Group’s (WPIRG) 35" anniversary.
It was a celebratory event for the
very group whose creation he in-
spired while visiting, some 35 vears
ago.

‘Our democracy is in danger,
and a lack of civic motivation is at
fault,” said Nader. He streamlined
the theme of the evening by saying,
even 35 years later, "students are
simply not interested in politics”

Canadian civil disengagement
was evident October 14, as the
federal election marked the lowest
voter turnout since Confederation.
Nader warned the audience about
this sort of behaviour: “If you don't
turn on 1o politics and the course
of history, it will turn on vouw." The
consequences of not participat-
ing, Nader elaborated, "are ever-
inereasing corporate control”

Nader explained the strangle-
hold American corporations have
on the US government, and how
damaging this pro-corporate re-
lationship is for democracy to-
day. "Democrats and Republicans
converged on social power and
sold government to big business”
Nader referred to what he sees as
a "duopoly of the Democrats and
Republicans.” It is what he called a
“two-party dictatorship” in which it
is "near impossible” for third-party
candidates to acquire a spot on the
ballot.

He also argued that proportional
representation - in which parties
are given power hased on the pro-
portion of votes won - is a viable
option of government because it
encourages people to vote for their
party of choice. "Proportional rep-
resentation gives more meaning to
more voters,” said Nader. Canada's
multi-party system is closer to pro-
portional representation than the
US government, he argued. "Would
vou have pgorten Medicare if it
wasn't for the NDP?" asked Nader,
encouraging Canadians 1o push for
electoral reform.

Despite the end of the "Bush-
Cheney regime” Nader said he

Obama’s duty
to end wars

Tariq Ali lectured about the desperate need for
change in Irag, Afghanistan, Palestine and Israel

JENNIFER RAE
STAFF WRITER

Last Thursday evening, Wilfrid Lau-
rier had the pleasure of playing host
to the remarkable Tarig Ali. Ali was
introduced to the audience in the
Thearre Auditorium as a historian,
novelist, critic and filmmaker.

Aliis indeed a man of many tal-
ents and titles, having amassed a
variety of notable roles since be-
coming a public figure in the 1960s
while studying palitics, philosophy
At the
time, Ali led a passionate student
campaign opposing the Vietmam
War, which at its height saw thou-
sands of protestors march on the
American Embassy in London,

Ali was born in Pakistan in 1943,
where he was raised by his journal-

and economics ar Oxford

ist father and activist mother. As a
young university student, he orga-
nized bald demonstrations against
Pakistan’s military dictatorship. In
Britain, he was head of the Oxford
Union, and was featured in rele-
vised debates with several promi-
nent figures of the time, including
Henry Kissinger.

Since his time as a student ac-
tivist, Ali has gone on to become a
respected novelist, writing both fic-
tion and non-fiction books that ad-

dress his often radical political and
global views, He has also written
scripts, which have been presented
an both the stage and the screen,
and has worked as a broadcaster
for Channel Four. Ali has even been
rumoured as the inspiration be-
hind the politically charged Rolling
Stones song "Street Fighting Man”
Today Ali continues 10 live in Lon-
don, where he works for the New
Left Review, a publication for which
he was a founding editor,

All’s captivating lecture delivered
a humorous, satirical style that kept
the audience engaged. He focused
his ralk on the three most dominant
issues that he sees as ficing presi-
dent-elect Barack Hussein Obama,
quipping that now it was safe 1o call
the leader by his full name: Aceord-
ing 10 All, Obama’s loremost con-
cerns must be to address the wars
in Iraq and Alghanistan, as well as
the ongoing crisis between lsrael
and Palestine.

Ali began by noting the signifi-
cance of Obama’s election in itself,
explaining, "Any talk about the
world today must start with the re:
cent events in the United States”
Ali interpreted the election as be-
ing important on multiple levels,
paying service to its ability not only
to "end the isolation of the African-

does not loresee real change any-
time soon. In fact, he cautioned the
crowd to “prepare 1o be disappoint-
ed” with an Obama administration.
He called the president-elect noth-
Ing but a "corporate democrat” and
even poked fun at Barack Obama's
campaign of hope and change.

In the wake of the most recent
credit crisis, corporate greed has
been subject to harsh criticism.
MNader's advice is to “turn [the eco-
nomic] crisis into an opportunity.”
He sees the bailout as completely
necessary because the companies
affected are now "too big to fail”
and "so much more will go with it”

"46 percent of Americans are
living paycheque to paycheque,”
Nader explained. Therefore, he
argued, “it does not matter how
much workers produce ... the sys-
tem is skewed in favour of corpo-
rations” The mere distribution of
power is fo blame and, while “we
have plenty of freedom ... it is not
civic freedom,” Nader argued.

Nader believes civic engagement
needs to make a comeback to thwart
corporate control and rebuild our
"damaged democracy” He urged
the largely student-filled audience
to "make the most of [their] 20s” He

American community from the
higher seats of power” burt also 10
“energize a new generation” and
1o effectively defear and "punish
the Republicans for what they have
inflicted on the United States, and
what they have done to the rest of
the world.”

Ali had harsh words concerning
the war in Iraq, stating with disgust
the astonishing statistics: one mil-
lion Iragis killed since occupation,
2.5 million forced to become refu-
gees, a complete destruction ol the
nation's infrastructure, schools that
can no longer function, shortages
of potable water,

"The Western world does not un-
derstand fully the consequences of
it all” said Ali. reminding the au-
dience that Iraq was once seen as
having the highest standard of liv-
ing in the Arab world. "If it was any
other country |other than the US|
they would have been tried for war

BYAN STEWART

DARTH NADER - Students listened to Nader's views on global politics.

said that this is the time "you will be
the most idealistic.”

He called upon university stu-
dents to “act now" because “posi-
secondary |education| allows vou
precious assets that you will not
have in later years” He cited op-
portunities such as professors who
are experts in their felds, science
laboratories, or student news out-
lets. He explained that university
students have "enormous venues
lat their disposal| to practice de-

crimes.”

Ali's views of the war in Afghani-
stan were equally bleak, as he
noted that the condition of women
within the country has deteriorated
immensely since occupation began
nine years ago, and that heroin pro-
duction has skyrocketed.

Afghanistan 1s one of the poor-
est countries in the warld, with the
average Afghani living on less than
one duollar per day. There have been
30,000 civilian causalities over the
course of the war - even though it
was once stated that the main rea-
son to occupy the country in the
first place was to defend civilians.

"The idea that some good is be-
ing done is so crass, so crude, so
idiotic, it's astonishing anvone still
believes it" said Ali.

"We need an exit strategy from
Afghanistan. This fact is crucial,
There is a limit to what people can
take. Generations after generations

mocracy and develop civic skills”

Time-and time again Nader re-
ferred back to this quote: "Without
persons nothing is possible, with-
out institutions nothing is endur-
ing." He urged the crowd “to fight
[corporations| on a field they can-
not play on” Nader concluded,
“You have votes ... corporations do
not”

- With files from Morgan Alan

SYDNEY MELLAND
STREET FIGHTING MAN - Ali drew from personal experiences to discuss the future of international relations.

are growing up in conditions of
war.”

Al concluded his talk with dis-
cussions about the current situa-
tion in Pakistan, as well as the con-
Mict between Israel and Palestine.
Ali described conditions in Gaza
as horrendous and comparable 10
a ghetto as desolate as Warsaw at
the time of WWIL "It is a question
of giving Palestinian people some
semblance of dignity so the vio-
lence can stop,” Ali explained.

Ali's last words were carefully
placed. "Change happens when
ordinary people are prepared to do
something about it ... Obama's test
will come. It is not just the US. Now
the whole world needs a new deal.”

As the audience applauded Ali's
lecture, Laurier anthropology pro-
fessor Andrew Lyons thanked Ali,
stating simply, "I have been trying
to get him here for five years. If you
didn’t know why, you do now”"
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Marc Kielburger encourages social change

The chief executive director of Free the Children lectures to Laurier students

MARA SILVESTRI
STAFF WRITER

On Friday evening, Marc Kiel-
burger delivered a presentation as
a keynote speaker at Laurier’s sec-
ond annual conference on Social
Entreprenéurship. The conference
was organized in conjunction with
University of Waterloo, and entitled
“Change the World"

Kielburger is the chief execu-
tive director of Free The Children,
a non-profit organization that his
brother started at the age of 12,
which aids in eradicating social in-
justices through universal primary
education.

The solution-oriented lecture
focused largely on health leader
ship, education, and international
development. The notion of young
people finding meaning in life was
explored by asking the question:
"What type of legacy do you want to
leave?"

Social  entrepreneurship,
fined in the presentation as trying

de-

to fix what is socially wrong with
the available resources; was a topic
Kielburger related to his own ex-
periences. He spoke of his time
spent in Thailand at the age of 17,

conveying how powerless he felt in
the midst of all the social injustice.
What was intended to be a two-

SMICE FX
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25% off Maintenar

| Promo Code: WLUPUB

week experience turned into a year-
long journey, as Kielburger found
himsell learning "more from street
kids in Thailand than any professor
from Harvard or Oxford.”

The reason  Kielburger
didn't honour his first plane ticket

initial

home was all due to oneé young
street boy who had an immense ef-
lect on the social entrepreneur. He
was able to convince Kielburger to
stay for the collective birthday par-
ty that the street kids organized for
themselves, as their true birthdates
and identities had been lost in the
midst of the extreme injustices en-
dured. When Kielburger arrived
home, he found himsell angry with
the North American lifestyle and
began looking for ways to change
iL

In order to fully express his mes-
sage of taking action, Kielburger
brought to the audience’s attention
a variety of social injustices that
are currently circulating  globally.
This list included the statistic that a
child dies over the eftects of poverty
every two seconds. He also spoke ol
the effects of global warming on the
livelihood of Sub-Saharan citizens
as hailstorms are destroying their
Crops.

As far as the reasons beliind Af-
rican social injustices, Kielburger
helieves that the children were sim-

ess1or
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www.smilefx.ca

info@smilefx.ca

ply “born in the wrong country.”
He expressed his belief that we are
the first generation in history thar
could end poverty. He did this by
encouraging siudents that young
people are at the forefront of social
change.

Kielburger brought the presen-
tation home when he stated: "We
vote every single day with our wal-
lets,” providing evidence with num-
bers in spending. Canadians spend
17 billion dollars on dog and cat
food per year. Likewise, Europeans
spend 511 billion on ice cream. Ac-
cording to Kielburger, the amount
needed to eradicate the HIV/AIDS
epidemic does not even equal half
of the combined amount of the
spending in those two industries.

It became evident that our cul-
ture has skewed pnorities:in terms
of the aid we are providing. “If we
want to change Africa, we have to
change North America” Kielburg-
er suggested that the first change
to occur must be the mentality of
North Americans,

Kielburger ended his presenta-
tion with a challenge for the audi-
ence: 1o use their ideas. passion,
vibrancy and courage in order to
produce social change. With empa-
thy being the root of social change,
Kielburger ended his presentation
by proclaiming: "Together we can
change the world.”

~

A
CONESTOGA

Accepting
Applications
NOW!

For more information

call 519-748-5220
ext. 3751
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KIELBURGER'S SOLUTION - "Together we can change the world.”

Agﬁly Now!

Teaching English as a Second
Language (Post-Degree Program)

- TESL Ontario approved
« Full-time 2 semester program
« Incluges 2 week practicum

- Conestoga College Doon Campus, Kitchene!

Www. conestogac.on.ca

ONLY $9.99 and ready in 24 hours
Bring 13 original or digital photos and

we’ll do the rest!

A great gift idea!

iInformation & copy centre

Phone: 519.884.0710 x3624
Email: thehub@wlu.ca
www.mylaurier.ca/hub
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Di1scCOVER FORTY CREEK WHISKY

Tonight, You
- Be The Judge.

FortyCreekWhisky.com
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Double Gold Medal Gold Medal

San Francisco World Spirits World Selection, Belgium

NOW RENTING

For The 2009 - 2010 School Year

Great location 30 feet from campus New appliances

Brand New 5 bedroom lofts High efficiency gas furnace

Large common areas and bedrooms Central air conditioning

Free in suite laundry 2 full bathrooms with ceramics in each unit
Dishwasher High speed internet/ cable in each bathroom

Kitchen - open concept, ceramics, breakfast bar Free parking

New releases... Model suite open... New releases

Contact us Today

d (o arrange a viewing
houses >,
mail; studenthouses@rogers.com
* year! Email: studentl

QUALITY STUDERT RENTALS www.studenthouses.ca
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Men's basketball

The Golden Hawks men's has-
ketball team played their fourth
regular-season game on Saturday,
when they travelled to Sudbury to
take on the Laurentian Voyageurs.

The Hawks were led to a com-
manding 103-78 victory by sec-
ond-year Kale Harrison, who
scored a career high of 31 points.

Harrison is ranked number one
in the OUA for points scored, and
the Hawks now have a 3-1 record
and are tied for second in the OUA
West division.

On Friday, the Hawks will host
the Toronto in their first home
game of the regular season and
Ryerson on Saturday.

Women's basketball

Laurier’s women's basketball
team also took to the court last
weekend in Sudbury, taking the
game to overtime against the Lau-
rentian Lady Vees before facing an
81-74 loss. The Hawks came out

confident after their win the previ-
ous week and took the early lead,
holding it until the fourth quarter

, ‘when the Lady Vees tied the game

up and force overtime. The home
team managed to outscore the
Hawks in overtime and took the
win,

Next up for the Hawks is a home
game against the Varsity Blues on
Friday, and Saturday against Ryer-
san. Both games are at 6 p.m.

swimming

Making waves in the pool this
weekend at the Campbell Division
Championships in Toronto were
Whitney Rich and David Hughes,
who landed medals leading the
Hawks to a fifth-place finish.

Rich secured three first-place
finishes in the 100- and 200-me-
tre breaststroke events and also in
the 200-metre individual medley.
She also played a key role in the
women's third-place finish in the
200-metre medley relay event.

Hughes earned himsell a place
on the podium with two third-
place finishes in the 400- and
1500-metre freestyle events.

The team will now travel to U of
T next Thursday to take part in the
SNC Challenge Cup.

- Compiled by Andrea Millet
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Disappointing starts
heat up trade rumours

Chris Baluschak examines who will be shopping for whom in the NBA

CHRIS
BALUSCHAK |

STAFF WRITER

On the heels of the first hlockbuster
deal of the 2008-2009 NBA season
- which saw Allen Iverson, lormerly
of the Denver Nuggets, head to the
Derroit Pistons in exchange for ver-
eran play-caller Chauncey Billups
- trade rumaours are brewing across
the league.

Diismal starts to the season and
underachieving stars have instigat-
ed all the buzz,

Starring on the west coast and
working towards the east, the Dal-
las Mavericks have had a terrible
start to their season.

After barely defeating the lowly
New York Knicks over the weekend,
they find themselves sitting a1 3-7.
After finishing 51-31 last season,
trouble seems to be brewing in
Dallas.

Point Guard Jason Kidd is not
getting any younger and Dirk Now-
itzki can’t carry the entire team
himsell, Owner Mark Cuban has
expressed interest in disgruntled
Knicks guard Stephon Marbury

Marbury, along with Kidd in the
back court, ¢ould be a deadly com-
bination as long as Marbury is able
ta leave his ego and his baggage in

New York.

The Cleveland Cavaliers have
also found themselves in a very in-
teresting predicament.

After the 2010 season is complete,
we can expect one of the muost ex-
citing off-seasons in recent history
as superstar forward LeBron James
will become a free agent,

Cleveland will most likely wy
to re-sign their franchise player
but after failing to reach the NBA
championships the past few sea-
sons, they must make a conscious
effort to show their commitment
to him and to building a legitimate
championship-calibre team.

They are getting close;, but they
need that one additional piece to
complete the puzzle.

That piece could be New Jersey
Nets forward Vinee Carter. Anin-
teresting proposition for sure, as It
may actually be a strategic move
for the future. Carter in Cleveland
alongside LeBron could resemble
a Michael Jordan-Scotty Pippen re-
lationship as long as Carter can ac-
cept a supporting role.

Although New [ersey may not
get much in return, possibly some
vouth and dralt picks, it is a ploy
that will free up major cap room for
the 2010 free agent summer.

That's right, going after LeBron
James could be in the plans for the
Nets, whose ownership partner,
rapper Jay-Z, is actually a very good

friend of King James.

Rounding things off on the east
coast are the Toronto Raptors who
are in desperate need of a legiti-
mate scoring threat.

Chris Bosh is the heart and soul
of that team and the off-season
trade that brought Jermaine O'Neal
has taken pressure off of Bosh.

O'Neal helps on the defensive
front collecting rebounds, but is
still trving to find his form on the
offensive front which had previous-
Iy made him a six-time all-star. In
the meantime, however, the three-
player combination of Anthony
Parker, Andrea Bargnani and Jason
Kapono are not quite doing it

Enter savior Bryan Colangelo.
He has resuscitated the franchise
and will do whatever is necessary,
within reason, to bring that scoring
threat ta Toronto.

Some players of interest include
Gerald Wallace of the Charlotte
Bobcats and Al Harrington of the
Golden State Warriors.

Both plavers bring that scor
ing option 1o Toronto, but it is ru-
moured that both franchises are
extremely interested in Bargnani,
whom Colangelo is reluctant 1o
part with,

With one bhig blockbuster deal
completed early in the season, it
may have broken the ice for other
general managers who may have
been a little gun-shy.

Contacf keystone@wlusp.com // : Check out WLUSP.com

R

Join the Keystone: Lauriers Yearbook Facebook Group to submit photos!
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LEAPING LADY - Tesca Andrew-Wasylik spikes a kill past Ryerson.

Men crush
Blues, Rams

Hawks sweep three straight sets to pick up two
victories and extend their season record to 3-5

TIEJA MACLAUGHLIN
STAFF WRITER

The Golden Hawks men's vplleyball
team hosted the University of To-
ronto Varity Blues on Friday and the
Ryerson Rams this past Saturday at
the Athletic Complex, and came
oul victorious from both match-
ups winning in three straight sets,

“We had a great character week-
end, we won both matches 3-0,
commentéd Head Coach Shayne
Wihite

The Hawks dominated the entire
first set against the Rams, with great
defensive blocking coming from
middle Matt Polley and left-side
Derek Lapp. Second-year Lapp,
along with rookie left-side Samuel
Schachter, made several key hits
helping Laurier take the set29-27,

Ryerson soon changed the pace
of the game and came out strong
in the second set, but the Hawks
fought back hard and it resulted in
a 25-19 win.

Lapp, Schachter and right-side

Greg Houston knocked back-to-
hack smashes, securing the Hawks
lead in the third set, with great set-
ting hailing from veteran Robert
Virullo:

"There’s certain plays that always
give us a lot of energy,” said second-
year Houston. "A block, or a kill, or
a dig that they don't expect catches
them off guard.” )

Libera Edward Lee served for
game point, but couldn't clinch it
After a few exciting rallies, the Rams
flopped with an out-ol-bounds
serve, giving Laurier the game
point and 25-18 victory. Second-
year Cameron Wheelan stood out
with an pverall solid game, contrib-
uting blocks and hits alike.

The win brings the Hawks toan
even 3-3 for the season. “We're go-
ing into two away games next week-
end, and we'll hopefully bring that
to 5-3." said White.

Next up for the boys will be the
Roval Military College Paladins
on Friday and Queen’s University
Gaels on Saturday,

{I'teck out www.mrdweeily com/blogcentral as (ord Spm‘s writers

follow the latest issues in the NHL.

Ladies win exciting five-
set match against Rams

TIEJA MACLAUGHLIN
STAFF WRITER

The Golden Hawks women's vaol-
leyball team split points last week-
end, dropping three straight sets to
the Toronto Varsity Blues on Friday,
before battling the Ryerson Rams
o Saturday at the Athletic Com-
plex. The ladies managed o beat
the Rams in five exciting sets.

The Hawks came oul Strong
dominating the first set. Veteran
hitter Teresa Wick and second-year
middle Megan Gilmore made sev-
eral strong plays contributing to the
25-17 final.

A few minor errors in the second
set put the Hawks back, but it soon
turned into-a tight game with the
Hawks coming from hehind 1o win
25-23. "We came out and we were
guite focused, and executed well
the first two sets,” said Head Coach
Luke Snider. "We did a really good
job of staying calm and doing the
lirtle things well.”

Despite  solid blocking  from
setter Brittany Brunt and middle
Stephanie Schleiffer, and formi-
dable smashes from outside hitter

Tesca Andrew-Wasylik, the Hawks
lost their third ser 25-22.

The fourth set of play was an in-
tense neck-and-neck bartle. with
the Hawks looking desperately for
the win, and the Rams hoping sim-
ply to tie things up.

Wick and Gilmore remained a
dynamic duo, making more great
plays and robhing Ryerson of sever-
al points: Andrew-Wasylik contin-
ued to hammer out hits into Rams
territory, maintaining a very close
game between the fwo teams.

With tight blocking at the net and
great rallving overall, the Hawks se-
cured another point going into the
last technical timeout just shy ol
Ryerson 20-23,

Back in action, Gilmore [ound
some open floor space with her
spike to make it 21-23.

A fumble from Ryerson gave the
Hawks an additonal poinn  bur
Laurier slipped with a poor spike
just outside the line. Luckily, Ryer-
son made another fumble at the net
to make the score 24-24.

Wick, along with left-side Amy
Cook, both executed pood plays
to earn additional points for the

RYAN STEWART

Hawks, but Ryerson retaliated and
the score settled at 26, Schleiffer
made two spikes, but after another
great rally Ryerson took the poini,

Soon enough, the Hawks came
back with two more points. Cook,
with another tip, made it 28.27
for Laurier; but her out-of-bounds
setve evened the score out yey
again. .

Setter Knsti Town faked out the
Rams twice with a pair of back
hands, bringing this nail-biter 1w
30-30.

The set finally came to an end
with Ryerson earning the final two
points and the win. “In the third
and fourth sel we ran into some
trouble. We weren't handling the
pressure that Ryerson put back on
us well enough to finish them off in
three,” said coach Snider.

Laurier managed to seal theirvie-
tory in:the fifth set 15-6, thus mowv-
ing their season record to 3-5. °|
thought we showed our experience
and talent,” Snider commented.

The girls travel to Kingston this
weekend, facing the RMC Pala.
dins Friday and Queen’s Gaels on
Saturday.
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LAUREN MILLET
SPORTS EDITOR

Winning Is becoming a regular oc-
currence for the second nationally
ranked Golden Hawks women's
hockey team. Monday night at the
Waterloo Recreation Complex, the
Hawks overpowered what appeared
to be a tired Guelph Gryphons side,
extending their undefeated season
to 11 games.

The Gryphons produced many
scrappy attempts 1o break the solid
goaltending of third-year sensation
Liz Knox, bur the Hawks were sim-
ply too good, and skated away to a
4-0 victory.

"I'm pretty happy with the team
so far) said Head Coach Rick Os-
borne. "We hung in there and took
the game over”

presents

GFM

While Guelph out-shot Laurier
in the first period 12 to 7, they just
could not keep pace with the Hawks
for the rest of the game,

"Definitely credit Jamie Carl-
son, whao is there every single day
for us during off-ice training," said
Captain Andrea Bevan regarding
the team's fitness level. "Our team
is really dedicated to make it out to
every practice.”

“We have found out in the pas
few years thal any competitive ad-
vantage we can get the bener. The
difference between two and three
seed is huge." said Osborne about
the importance of finishing with a
strong record.

It ook the Hawks merely 3:45
minutes on the ice to ger their first
score, as rookie Vanessa Schabkar
capitalized off of a pass from vet-

eran forward Lauren Barch. Four
minutes later, filth-year defensive
powerhouse  Bevan  hammered
home a shot top-left,

The second period belonged to
the Hawks, as they put away the
game. Out-shooting the Gryphons
11-6, the Hawks were simply too
fast and oo powerful for the visi-
tors. Second-vear forward Kaley
Powers took a pass from centre
Katherine Shirriff and made ita 3-0
game.

Powers leads the team in goals
with nine, and points with 15, good
enough to put her second in the
province.

lust before the buzzer, veteran
fired
home the fourth goal for the purple
and gold, The third period saw a
last-ditch effart from the Gryphons

forward Andrea lronside

to get on the board, but Knox did
not waver, making a total of 28 saves
on the night and collecting her sev-
enth shut-out for the season.

"It was 4-0 on the scoreboard,
but I don’t think it was a 4-0 game,”
commented Osborne. "We could
have been a little hungrier around
the net. They definitely had some
great chances, but T was really
pleased with Knox's play, [She] was
pretry important.”

Sitring as the only undefeated
team in the province, Osborne says
this is the hardest time of the year,

“This is the time of yvear, end ol
November, where we really get sick
of each other. 50 there is always a
concern there, But we cut back on
practice times, on dry land."

Oshorne went on to point out
that while undefeated, the team

Hosted By: Mic Tee and Simcoe

What is GFM?
In a world of differences and disagreement, one thing everyone can agree on is
“Good F'n Music”. Unfortunately, there’s a radio famine sweeping the nation.
Are you hungry? We are. We're here to serve you the best of the best, from rock
to rap, indie to main stream, ska to techno, and everything in between. Put your
life in our headphones and listen to GFM

Why should | listen?
We've been in your position and we know its hard to find good music. Garbage

* sssanes

e
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LaURA TOMKINSG
HAWK HEAT - Veteran forward Lauren Barch battles for the puck with Guelph's Patricia Harris during the teams' meeting on Monday night at the Waterloo Recreation Complex,

Hockey Hawks remain pertect

The women'’s hockey team extended their season record to 11-0 with a 4-0 victory over the Guelph Gryphons on Monday night

still needs to remain focused, "We
have a pretty solid work ethic on
the team, but there is always a ten-
dency to be not as defensively re-
sponsible when you're winning all
the time.”

“We generate a good offence on
any night, but anvtime vou're un-
beaten, vou have 1o make sure you
pay attention 1o detail”

Bevan commented that it is im-
portant to focus on the simple
things, like getting the puck out of
their own end and to open plavers.
“And try not to be nervous, that's al-
ways something that's hard to deal
with [for the younger players]. It's
the job of the veterans to make the
younger players not feel nervous.”

The Hawks will next travel to
Toronto on Sunday to face the 5-7
York Lions.

is on a 24 hour broadcast, so get your ears cleaned out for just 90 minutes of

your week With GFM, expect the unexpected. We play anything and everything.
We also have live music and interview opportunities for any artists trying to get
some exposure. So come on through and you’re bound to hear some
“Good F'n Music”!

Listen Thursdays from 1pm - 2:30pm @ wlusu.com
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Coffee is essential to the university experience, but the same old hot beverage conglomerates can get quite tiresome day in and
day out. Venture out and try new things with this great quide to unique café experiences in the Kitchener-Waterloo area

WHITNEY MCLACHLAN
CORD STUDENT LIFE

I it's time for a new coffee place
and you are sick of Tim Horton's
and Starbucks, Waterloo hasa lovof
comfortable neighbourhood plac
es to grab a good coffee. Whether
to study or go on a date, Waterloo
has many places to leed a caffeine
craving.

Williams Coffee Pub

If you're looking for something that
is “hank account-friendly’ Wil-
liams Coffee Pub on University is
on WLU's OneCard roster. Williams
is a casual, cozy meeting place that
offers a variety of delicious paninis,
desserts, gourmet coffees and teas,
Williams is famous for their blend
af Arabica beans from Brazil, Kenya
and Costa Rica.

The restaurant offers specialty
coffees, including their delicious
Chai Latte. They also have a
wide selection of teas and other
beverages.

Williams has wireless Internet
for the convenience of the students
in the area, so vou can bring vour
laptop.

No one will bother you, so order
a coffee and get away from the dis-
tractions of your roommates, The
comfortable booths are perfect for
hatrs of studying or reading, but 1
would suggest bringing an iPod to
drown out noise af other custom-
ers entering and leaving the coffee
pub,

Raintree Café

If youre looking for something
different than your average Sec-
ond Cup, Raintree Café on King is

a great environment. More a res
taurant-style establishment, it was
originally a bakerv/café, so their
desserts and coffees are top-notch.

lhe seating 15 comfortable and
casual, and their cakes are amaz
ing. Laura, a Arst-year university
student, said Raintree was "moaore
dinner-appropriate than a study
enviromment, but delicious just the
same,’

Though it would be a quiet place
to do some reading if you need 4
place to focus, it would also be a
great date scene later in the day
when the café opens itself to live
music by local talent,

Sweet Dreams Teashop

Aside from your everyday coffee
shop, Sweet Dreams Teashop on
University near UW is very unigue.
fhey are well-known for their bub-

ble teas (amazing!) and their loose-
leaf tea, with plenty of selection,
Lots ol comfortable seating
means you can curl up on couches
with vour laptop or textbooks and
do some reading. There are maga-
zines, newspapers and even board
games to keep you and your friends
occupied while enjoying a bever
age or meal. They alse have mer-
chandise on display such as purses
and teapots. It is a very modern,

comlortable space.

Symposium

Svmposium Café on King Street has
both a bar/restaurant area in their
establishment and a quieter section
in the back af the café. Cozy seating
makes it a great place to sit and re-
lax or go lor dinner with a friend.

Whole Lot-A Gelata

If you're looking for a unigue en-
Whole Lot-A Gelata
in downtown Waterloo on King is

vironment,

i very relaxed modern café and
restaurant,

The two levels separate the less
cozyv atmosphere of the lower level
from couches and guieter environ-
ment of the upper level. There are
organic options on the menu, deli-
cious house coffees and many fla-
vours of yummy gelato to choose
from,

Whole Lot-A Gelata has "Water-
loo's best lartes” according to an
older female customer. 1 must ad-
mit, my chai latte was delicious.

S0 if you've got time to spare
and want 1o avoid the coffee-
crazed crowds, try finding a more
laid-back place to read, study or
take someone on a date, Everyone
enjoys tasting a new flavour!

TICRETS ON SALE NOW

(ONCOURSE
SUENCE ATRIUM

CONCOURSE
SBE ATRIU

#5108 FUsion
CUrsSmE
ST ey
SILENT AVCTION
O REN-EATING
FinaLs
| e N
EXRTERTANMENT

Nov. 17-21  10:30-12:30
Nov, 21 10:30-12:30
Nov. 24 -27 10:30-12:30
Nov, 27 10:30-12:30

CANKED GOOOS = & FOR SILERT AVCTION TK SUPPORT OF UATERLOO FOOD BAKK
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Legally speaking, help!

When roommate drama qoes too far, legal action may be the necessary avenue for solving the tough issues. Whether you are a
student living on campus or off, there are simple steps that can be taken to make your living situation a lot more pleasant

ANDREA MATHIESON
CORD STUDENT LIFE

Everybody knows that having a

roommate is a hard part of univer-
sity: living with someone and shar-
ing space 24 hours a day is bound
to cause problems. But where can
the line be drawn between a simple
clash in personalities and more
serious Issues? [t is important to
know the protocol to follow when

roommate issues surpass 4 simple
messy room and start to become a
violation of your rights.

At Laurier, more than 1,800 peo-
ple on campus share their room or
suite with at least one other per-
son. When accepted into a campus
residence, an agreement js signed,
outlining the ritles to living in such
aclose community. This agreement
1s meant to serve as boundaries for
all residence life.

According to this agreement,
“Behaviour considered harassing
or violent as determined by the
Residential Services Department
will result in immediate eviction
from residence.”

Chris Dodd,
housing services and residence life,
has had a lot of experience with
roommate issues. Dons are an im-
portant part of residence life, and
many issues go through them,.

the manager of

GRAPHIC BY ALEX FILICE

GETTING JUSTICE - When serious roommate issues arise, take advantage of the legal resources available.

Calling all chocoholics

Chocolate lovers rejoice! A perfect dessert to make during exam crunch time

Difficulty Level:
Chocohalics Cake
S H— . .
/| L
JACLYN STIEF

CORD STUDENT LIFE

Chocolate. Soft. Rich. Melted pock-
ets of chocolate chips. Velvery
smooth. Need 1 say more? If that
made your mouth water with de-
light, read below to find out how
o make a cake for those people
in your life who live for chocolate,
or just to satisfy your own sweet
tooth.

Whether you are a master baker
or new 1a the kitchen, yvou will not
have a problem baking this cake. It
is super easy and really fast to make,
but don’t be surprised when guests
come back and ask for seconds!

Chocoholic’s Cake
Ingredients:

I pkg chocolate cake mix

1 pkg vanilla instant pudding mix
1/2 cup safflower/canola oil

1/2 cup water

4 eggs

1 cup sour cream

6 0z semisweet chocolate chips

Instructions:

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees,

Using a hand mixer or a wonden
spoon, mix all the ingredients ex-
cept the chocolate chips togther in
a large bowl,

Add the chocolate chips and
blend together,

Pour the barter into a well-
greased bundt/tube pan. Bake at
350 degrees for 50-60 minutes.

Let cool and invert onto plate.
Enjoy!

"We do conflict-
specific training as well as conflict
mediation and conflict resolution,”
explained Dodd.

IT issues are reported to a don,
it is their job to help fix them. De-
pending on the severity of the situ-
ation, they would try to mediate the
conflict, They might also file a re-
port and get in touch with the resi-
dential co-ordinator. This would be
responded to as soon as necessary.
One of the problems residential
services faces is that students do
not speak out when experiencing
problems until the issue becomes
unmanageable.

Disciplinary measures for these
rypes of situations differ depend-
ing on the case; sometimes room-
mate counselling is suggested, or
individoal counselling if residen-
tial services believe there is a psy-
chological component to the indi-
vidual experiencing or causing the
problem. Other issues do end in
a roommate change or residence
change: really severe situations
can end in suspension or expulsion
from residence.

Temporary suspension from res-
idence is usually the punishment
for getting caught with drugs for
the first time; followed by expul-
sion from residence if caught again.
Chris Dodd explained. “Two years
ago there was zero tolerance, so if
yvou were caught with drugs you're
gone.”

“We've relaxed it a litle bit be-
cause we like 10 give people the
chance to maybe learn from their
mistakes, understand what 0t

LAURIE
Food

roomimsate

November 10—

$2.00 per Item
| Maximum of $10.00/Person

Donate non-perishable, non-expired food items
I at the Library Circulation Desk, Waterloo Campus,
to reduce your library fines.

Offer not applicable for fines on UW or UG materials,

means to live in a community, what
it means to live by the contract that
you sign, give them a chance to have
another crack at it,” he continued.
Life in residence is kept completely
separate from academic life: when
an issue occurs in residence, the
punishment is kept there; there are
no academic ratifications for those
who may have been punished in
residence.

As far as living off campus goes,
the legality differs depending on
the lease and the landlord, How-
ever, basic rights do not differ. The
difference is that a service is not as
easily accessible to report these is-
sues, as itisin residence.

Depending on the severity of
the situation, certain steps can be
taken to find solutions to the is-
sues. A landlord is a good resource;
since leases can differ in specifics,
a landlord will be able to tell vou
whether or not they are willing to
help with the situation or if outside
help should be sought out.

Laurier also provides a service
called Legal Municipal Resources.
Trained volunteers can answer le-
gal questions to the best of their
ability. They know a lot about the
Residential Tenancies Act, which
important  information
on landlord and tenant relation-
ships. Through using this service,
students can be pointed in the right
direction based on their case.

There is also an e-mail address
you can contact if you have a legal
question, which can be easily ac-
cessed through their website at
winwLwlusu.com/ua/lmrhem,

outlines

Library %

.» FInes

December 15

Support the Laurier Student Food Bank:

http://www.wlusu.com/foodbank/about. htm
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Critical Incident Simulation

Vitfnd Laurier University will be staging a critical incident simulation exercise on the Waterloc
!':::.I:' 5,1'; S e I ._-,"‘I 12 Nnaon _."” .'-'“".’_J’..: It ol ' .[: i "i::_'f.-il ;'.36 "_‘;'. ' ”" .'-. = -.1.

11 E__:!!I Gl o i w0 el ) |{ LWl

The simulation will involve an armed intruder coming to Laurier's Waterloo campus and taking hostages inside
Willison Hall. There will be a strong police and emergency services presence for this exercise and teams of
tactical officers will be on campus with emergency vehicles and full gear. Please stay clear of the Willison Hall
area from 8 a.m. until 12 noon to ensure that the exercise can run as smoothly as possible.

A lockdown simulation will be initiated for the rest of the Waterloo campus community on the same day, starting
at 8:30 a.m. All staff, faculty and students on campus at this time are asked to participate by taking a few
moments to review and discuss the university’s lockdown procedures, and to consider what the nearest safe
room might be for you and your colleagues to gather in if there was a critical incident taking place at that time.

The basic lockdown steps are:

Immediately move to the nearest room you feel is safe with as many people as possible

Lock and barricade the door

Turn off the lights or maintain minimal lighting

Close all windows and blinds

Lie flat on the floor or take adequate cover out of sight

Turn off cell phones unless you need to report injured people

Remain calm and quiet, and do not attempt to leave the room until police arrive

Laurier's Special Constable Service will be in the Concourse on the Waterloo campus over noon hour on
November 19" and 24", and in the lounge of the Odeon Building on the Brantford campus on November 20,
to provide information and answer questions about Laurier's lockdown procedures.
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DNLY $399-FOUR BEDROOM HOUSING
34 Bridgeport Road, East, Starting May
01/0%, excellent location, on bus route,
close to everyihing, downtown at WLL,
near UW, new, immaculate, open con-

HOUSING EMPLOYMENT YELETED s::~<s<

SUMMER OF YOUR LIFE!
CAMP WAYNE FOR GIRLS
MNortheast Pennsylvanial6/20-8/ 16/09).
I vou love children and want a caring,
fun environment, we need counsellors

&/

cept kitchen. all appliances, dishwash-  for: Tennis, Swimming, Golf, Gymnas- g - fﬁHARKSIII )
e, dining room and living room open  tics, Cheerleading, Drama, High & Low ( Hey lefs mess ""”h ) —

onto a private balcony, central air con Hopes, Camping/Naure, Team Sports, \.J_t”’ gyt / )

ditioning, huge rooftop garden patio, E‘ul[t*r«hlng, H'll’[‘ng Painting/Drawing, S _"7/' ﬁt:.

complete laundry facilities, dryers free,  Ceramics, Silksereen, Printmaking, Ba- rd

free parking, gas heat, gas water heater, ik, Jewelry, Calligraphy, Photography, = —_ =
cheap utilities, on bus route, perfect for  Sculpture, Guitar, Aerobics, Self-De- £ -

students, rents fast, a must see. Only  fence, Video, Piano. Other staff: Admin- @

£399 per room, per month. Call 741-  istrative, CDL Driver (21+), Nurses (RNs d_ Y

7724 www.acdevea for more info and  and Nursing students), Bookkeeper, S

pictures. Email info@acdev.ca Nanny. On-campus interviews fanuary
28th. Select The Camp That Selects The

reb Crafl A5 Q4 R Ao 4
ONLY $389-FIVE BEDROOM HOUSE Best Staff! Call 1.215.944.30689 or apply \

Must see, goes fast, excellent locaton,
147 B Weber Streer North, Starting May
01/09, close to everything, very clean,
free washer/dryer, gas heated, cheap
utilities, two full bathrooms, two full size
fridges, hardwood floors and ceramic
tile throughout, large privite yard and
large deck, free parking for five cars, on
bus route. $389 per room, per month,
Call 741-7724

on-line at 'ﬂ.'h"‘p‘.‘.l::|]'.I'Ipw;'l.'!.'r'll_"_":jit‘..l;'n'l'l‘l

FOR SALE

ST NOETTNAL 0 DEMIRS

4 WINTERTRUCK TIRES FOR SALE
WINTERFORCE ME&S: P255/TOR1G
Excellent Condition and Tread.

£100 for the set,

519-888- 1876; ask for Robert

cordweekly.com

ONLY $389-FIVE BEDROOM HOUSE
Must see, goes fast, excellent location,
121 B Noecker Sireet, Starting May
01/08, close 1o everything, very clearm,
free washer/dryer, gas heated, cheap
utilities, two full bathrooms, two full
size fridges, hardwood floors and ce-
ramic tile throughour, large private vard
and large deck, free parking for five cars,
on bus route, 3389 perroom, per month.
Call 741-7724

LSAT MCAT
GMAT GRE

Preparation Seminars

« Laurier Students’ Public

| Interest Research Group
LSPIRG

[es*pirg [el-es-purg] (él-és-purg)

abbr. Laurier Students' Public Interest Research Group; a student-oriented
organization that provides opportunities for its members* {o be agents

of social change .

* Complete 30-Hour Seminars

* Convenient Weekend Schedule
* Proven Test-Taking Strategies

* Experienced Course Instructors
* Comprehensive Study Materials
¢ Simulated Practice Exams

* Limited Class Size

* Free Repeat Policy

* Personal Tutoring Available

* Thousands of Satisfied Students

Don't blow out the
candles yet, Wil

Got an idea? LSPIRG encourages members to initiate events, activities or
campaigns in pursuit of a just world. Applications to start a working group
available online.

*All undergraduate students are members of LSPIRG. Community membership
available!
OXFORD SEMINARS

1-800-269-6719
416-924-3240
www.oxfordseminars.ca

www,Ispirg.ca . (519) 884 — 0710 x 3846 . Library Room 3-301
Enﬂﬂ-}iﬂ.j n Secial ’:l...-'tn-:-igl

mokmg cullure |
- N CATERING AVAILABLE!
Book now for the holidays.
Check out our daily
specials at both locations:
47 Erb St W
(519-886-2540)
1761 Erb's Rd St Agatha
(519-747-1700)

www.angieseats.com

880-1500
PICK UP SPECIAL

FVERYTHING MIIST GO
JLINDEBERG - DIESEL
PENGUIN-WARRIOR WEAR
STORE HOURS TUES-SAT 15

60 Regina St N Waterloo (519-885-6868)

www.boardwalksport.ca

ito's

Giant Panzerotti

3 Toppings

Garlic Fingers (6 Pieces)
2 Cans of pop

2 Dipping Sauces
add $5.50 for delivery

feed Don't forget te pick

up your frea
fthe Ry
- ‘_‘ S 4:20 discount card
B

$10.99

+Tax

LOLD

95 King Street North
Bridgeport Rd W Uptown Waterioo

E ’ (519)746-1500

Jpen 7 Days a Week
voww. differamt-strokes ca
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WLU can be more
LGBTQ inclusive

It's astonishing how much the
mentality of the WLU community
has changed rowards LGBT() indi-
viduals since 1985.

With the creation of the uni-
versity-funded Rainbow Centre
three years ago, this mentality has
changed even maore rapidly.

WL should be proud to be an
institution that has begun to break
down the barriers of the male-
female dichotomy and make the
school a place where Queer stu-
dents feel safe and welcome.

But along with this pride, WL
students should also feel that there
is much more work to be done. Re-
ligion and Culture professor Chris
Klassen was right in observing that
homosexuality is “allowable, but
it's not necessarily normal.”

Initiatives at other universities,
such as gender-neutral washrooms
at the University of Northern Brit-
ish Columbia and gender-neutral
housing units at York University,
would help further inclusiveness at
Laurier as well.

However, the most important
change that needs o be made at
Laurier is still a change in mental-
ity, The best thing a Laurier student

can do to create an Inclusive space
on campus is to become an ally.

Becoming an ally does not mean
you have to attend every Rainbow
Centre event or publicly protest in
support of LGETQ issues.

What it means is that you should
be knowledgeable aboul Queer
issues and be sentient about the
wiys the outldated male-female
dichotomy still affects daily life on
campus,

After all, university is the time
to begin guestioning norms . and
values in society, and lew norms
are causing more prejudices today
than those regarding the Queer
community.

Often students coming nto uni-
versity haven't previously thought
about problems with the way soci-
ety functions. Before graduating, it
should be every student's responsi-
bility to understand the reality be-
hind whar it means to be Queer.

One day, when Laurier is aschool
with fully inclusive practices, when
hate crimes no longer exist and
when the student body is one of
allies to the Queer community, we
will have even more reason to be
proud,

Students must be aware
about state of economy

Being in university, it's easy for students to feel that they exist inside a
bubble, that the outside world won't have any effects on the world inside

campus boundarijes.

The current financial crisis that Is affecting the United States, Canada
and most of the world is one very good reason to start thinking otherwise,

We all need to be aware of the fiscal issues Canada faces; as they will
have a direct impact on a number of aspects of university life.

Most acutely, the financial crisis will have severe impacts on the uni-
versity's staff pension fund, which is tied up in investments, and will likely
lead to millions of dollars in deferred maintenance, leaving the university

in poor repair.

It could mean a weaker job market upon graduating university as well,
Also, if there was any hope of funding rencovations to the university’s Olym-
pic-length pool, it drowned with the onset of economic downturn.

This crisis will also play a part In shaping the current full-time faculty

negotiations.

Granted, Pat Bolland, moderator of yesterday’s panel on the economy at
CIGI, said that the crisis is not as bad as the media is making it out to be,

Indeed, there is no reason to be overly cynical. There is, though, a need
to be informed about the state of the economy, so that we can plan ahead

for what the future holds.

These unsigned editorials were agreed upon by at least two-thirds of The
Cord s editorial board and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Cord’s

volunteers, staff or WLUSP.
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GRAFHIC BY JULIE MRFICR

Intramurals need consistency

Our award-winning program needs to pay more attention to its own rules

DAN POLISCHUK
WEB EQITOR

I admit - 1'm a little jaded.

Starting off my ffth and final
year at Laurier, 1 was looking for-
ward to my one last chance 1o get
that coveted purple and gold t-
shirt with the words “Intramural
Champions" printed across the
chest.

Well, I'm sorry 1o say that those
plans didn't exactly pan out. It
huris a little more though that it
was the Laurier imtramural pro-
gram executives that not only let a
long-time participant down, but a
team of 14 players made upof cur-
rent students and alumni,

As a member of the B-Sharps
co-ed slo-pitch team, it’s safe to
say that we played with a target on
our backs; baving a WLU staff and
Board member that was good for
a couple of homeruns a game will
d that to you,

Sure, teams have raised eve-
brows at our team - by the amount
of runswe scored, ercetera. But not
ance did we break the rules, Not
once did we exceed the boundar-
ies of the Fair Play Rules outlined
by the Athletic Department, We
were simply there o win,

And the intramural organizers
took that away from us.

After winning a crucial play-
off game, we were accused of

cheating - apparently for having
skipped an individual in our bat-
ting orden The victory was almost
immediately ruled null and void
and we were dropped from [ur-
ther competition.

For how things are d[mf at Lau-
rier (recall the slogan "We Line
Up"?), that judgment seemed to
come a little too quick.

The fact that the program con-
tradicted its very own rules and
regulations makes me wonder
where the league’s leadership was
throughout the entire process.

For instance, the formation of a
team with only one female playver
on it - which is blatantly forhid-
den in the rules - was permitted.
Funny enough, that was the same
team that protested our "cheart
ing” ways and inevitably was al-
lowed to challenge for the cham-
pionship. In reality, this whole
mess wouldn't have occurred had
organizers known their own rules.

Like | said before, | know that
| probably come across as a little
hitter. But when you front 530 o
play - and have that taken away
from you unfairly - | think a little
bitterness is justified.

Some will argue thar there's a
grudge being held and that "we're
all'there just to have fun, anyway,”
My argument, in that case, is that
if we're there "to just have fun,’
then why are students payving the
$30 that inevitably goes to paving
officials, staff and other faciliry
fees? We're paying schoal fees al-
ready - so why pay more for hav-

ing “fun?”

Also, if we're there for the afore-
mentioned reason, then why
doesn’t the intramural program
have reams pick répresentatives
from both squads to act as of-
fcials? It would certainly bring
down or eliminate registration
costs altogether not having to pay
for an official.

If we're there “just for fun” why
are standings kept? Why are scores
even recorded?

What 1 - along with the dedi-
cated participants who dropped a
solid amount of money - wanted
was some decent competition
against like-minded athletes who
may have played sports growing
up and didn’t have the chance to
do it once they graduated from
high school.

50 forgive me if | feel like | was
robbed - due 1o the incompetence
of afew,

fust this past summer, Laurier's
Athletic and Recreation Depart-
ment was awarded with the Out-
standing Intramural Achievement
Award by the Canadian Intramu-
ral Recreation Association (CIRA)
for its excellence in intramural
programming in 2007-2008.

Kudos to them,

But it would certainly bode
well for them, and ultimately the
student body, if they learn from
negative experiences like this one
50 they can acrually maintain an
award-winning tradition,

letters@cordweekly.com
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Point/Counterpoint:

Should you follow the law?

The law exists in instances where people can't |
agree on norms, and needs to be respected

ALLIE MAXTED
RESIDENT CYNIC

You are heading to class and waiting at the
pedestrian crossing in front of St. Michael's.
A crowd begins to form as you wait. All of a
sudden, one person starts to cross the road,
and then everyone follows.

You look up and see that the light is still
green but cars are being forced to stop, not-
withstanding their right of way.

A small minority of people never cross the
street when the walk sign isn't there. I intend
to speak up for that minority.

This minor case of law-breaking probably
does not seem like a big deal to you. In fact,
many of us break the law every day. Every-
body knows that a 100km/h speed limit re-
ally means 120km/h.

Minor regulations such as traffic laws
come with social norms that routinely break
them. '

Why, then, do | refuse to cross the street
during a green? The difference between
that and going 20km/h over on the 401 is
significant.

With the case of speeding, it is a norm
deeply entrenched in society and it holds
consistently true, Both the police and all
drivers have the same expectations about
how people should react to speed limits,

With the case of the St. Michael's crossing;
the expectations are less clear. Drivers have
the expectation that green means go, and
ver pedestrians have established that a large
enough group justifies an exception to this
rule.

But the size of this number could depend
on the time of day, the weather, the location
of the crossing, etc.

Because of this the threshold is left to sub-
jectivity, and there is no way to establish it as
a commonly held norm.

What is impaortant is not necessarily fol-
lowing the laws, but following the reasonable
expectations of others as governed by social
norms.

Ifsociety can agree upon a behaviour out-
side of the law which does not result in con-
flicting expectations, like speeding 20km/h
over, this is of little eoncern; but this kind of
agreement is rare.

The law still stands as the best representa-
tion of a society's idea of fairness and justice.

In a liberal democratic society like Cana-
da, the law serves as an objective arbitrator
when expectations conflict.

And because the laws are agreed upon
by a majority, the norms which become en-
trenched into law live up to a standard of
fairess and justice.

In law, pedestrians only agree not to cross
when the light is green so they can be assured
achance 1o cross when the light is red.

These kinds of agreements begin with traf-
fic laws bur extend into acts as serious as
murder.

Because there are so many different con-
ceptions of right and wrong and so many
times when our interests conilict, to live to-
gether in a peaceful and ordered society we
need an objective standard to apply.

As a society we have declared that murder

. 1s wrong, as we have done with every other

law.

Ifvou find a law to be unfair or unjust then
you cannot simply elect not to follow it, just
as you cannot break a contract without first
renegotiating with the other party.

Becoming involved to change the law is a
way to voice your discontent in a way that re-
spects it.

‘This is not a blind adherence to the law,
nor is ita conception of the law as something
which is up to you alone o decide on.

When you choose to interpret the law as
something which may be left to subjectivity,
you risk breaking the law at a time when oth-
ers expect you to follow it

Not only does this undermine the fairness
that the objectivity of the law ensures, it also
threatens the very norms which hold a soci-
ety together.

letters@cordweekly.com

JAMES POPKIE ‘
REBEL WiTH A CAUSE

If you have ever criticized someone for
breaking the law, ask yoursell this: have yvou
ever jaywalked? Have you ever done drugs
or drank underage, or illegally downloaded
music off the internet? Have vou ever rid-
den a bicycle on the sidewalk, or without a
helmet while under the age of 187 Have vou
ever driven above the speed limit?

If so, then guess what - you're a lawbreak-
er too. Regardless of how much our society
loves to advocate the values of law and or-
der, in one way or another just about all of us
are lawbreakers.

Certain laws - like those against murder,
rape, theft or assault - should be viewed as
moral rules that we should all follow. Nat-
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LALIEA TOMKING

DON'T WALK - Students often jaywalk while crossing the street to St. Michael's Campus.

A sense of morality should quide our actions
rather than blind adherence to written rules

urally, it's good that, as a society, we do not
collectively tolerate such infractions against
humanity. In fact, il anything, the Can-
adian justice system doesn't deal our strong
enough punishments for many such acts.

However, it is because they are infractions
against humanity, not because they are il-
legal, that such acts should be viewed with
contempt.

On the other hand, smaller and more
insignificant laws that regulate victimless
crimes should be viewed more as guidelines
than anything, In some cases, it makes sense
for the laws to exist, but it does not make
sense for them to be followed all the time -
this should be left to one's discretion,

Anyone who holds the law in such high es-
teem that they would deem it morally wrong
to walk across a street while the light is red
with no cars approaching, or to hang laun-
dry in one's backyard where it is prohibited,
is ioolishly devated 10 a belief in the virtue of
all-encompassing lawfulness.

| would even say that this level of adher-
ence to the law is downright irrational.
Sometimes, such as when one adheres to
the law by riding their bicycle on a busy road
instead of the sidewalk, it can be dangerous
aswell.

If the world had no people with a defiant
disposition, we would not have had all the
instigators of revolutions who questioned
established norms and laws when those
rulés reeked of injustice.

We would not have the people who saw
oppression and rose up with a resounding
“no.” We would just have a world of people
who are reduced to little more than compla-
cent sheep. .

We must always question the law and
never have blind faith in the system. This
is necessary to keep authority in check and
ensure it doesn't run amok on a power trip,
as it often will when people are willing to be
apathetic abour it,

After all, our leaders and law enforcers are
human too. They have every bitas much of a
capacity for committing infractions against
their fellow human beings as the rest of us.

Itis true that a society without laws of any.
sort would collapse upon itself, and there
are certain aspects of human behaviour that
are so atrocious they must be regulated.

However, the absurdity of many rules
helps explain why some people have a nega-
tive outlook toward the law, creating an op-
positional reaction that will drive them to-
ward a totally deviamt standpoint.

If the law was more reasonable, then the
populace would take it more seriously and
would be less inclined to veer in the direc-
tion of criminality.

Although not all laws are widely enforced,
the fact is that even in “free” countries, a
wide array of draconian laws exist that are
intent on regulating not only the horrific,
unjust and cruel aspects of human behav-
iour, but just about every other attribute as
well. There are a great deal of “crimes” that
are truly victimless in every sense of the
waord.

A well-intentioned feeling of adherence
toward the morals that keep society together
shouldn’t necessitate total obedience to
every single ridiculous rule in the book.

letters@cordweekly.com
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Letters to the Editor

Defending activism

I would like to defend activism in
light Allie Maxted article last week,
“Activism is Only One Means of
Change.”

Activism by Its very nature em-
ploys a certain dynamism of its
own. Activism is not merely a
checklist of ideas, beliefs and ac-
tions with which you must operate
within, Activism is fluid, amor-
phous and has, and continues to
shape society. Last week's article
reflects Ms. Maxted's own disposi-
tion rather than fact and presents
only half truths which continue to
muddle this very serious debate.
The following will deconstruct the
problems with the article.

Activism is not defined by un-
dergraduate student protestors.
While undergraduates have tra-
ditionally played and continue to
play a major role in fighting for So-
cial Justice - the simple truth is that
activists exist within all elements
of society: government, academia,
business, religion, industry and
the complex of other institutions
which drive society. Activism finds
its membership amongst people of
all ages, ethnicities, nationalities
and genders.

Activism is not defined so nar-
rowly by protests and your par-
ticipation in them. Traditionally
activism has included: signing pe-
titions, attending lectures, being
involved within the community
socially, politically, economically

and culturally, writing letters to
government officials as well as ed-
ucating and empowering yourself
with knowledge in order to actas a
good citizen,

Activism is not merely an Iden-
tity or way of life. Defining activ-
ism in terms of its countercultural
context is only one-dimensional.
By suggesting that in order to be
an activist you must subscribe to
certain sets of ideas and thart an ac-
tivist cannot hold conflicting views
reflects Maxted’s opinion. In fact,
activists are perhaps some of the
maost critical amongst themselves
and of the tactics with which they
employ.

Finally, in terms of setting prior-
ities - this was Maxted's focal point
and it detracts from the entire ar-
gument. Ms. Maxted, what you are
referring to is radical activism and
not the sort of progressive reform
activism with which you so readily
apply as a counterweight to your
narrow definition of activism. Just
because you do not listen to ac-
tivists does not mean they do not
make an impact.

- Luke Stewart

Thanking my ances-
tors for fighting
I neve;- thanked my grandfathers

for being in the Second World War.
One escaped with the Dutch army

while his family starved under Ger-
man occupation. Another barely
survived a sinking ship in the At-
lantic and served behind the lines
in the Provost Corps. Neither saw
combat, but they were still willing
to fight.

One cannot dismiss soldiers asin-
dividuals. They cannot be grouped
into one idea; one set of values;
one meaning. Many veterans will
admit that taking someone’s life is
the most horrific act they have ever
committed. War is a tragedy; war is
evil.

And worst of all, sometimes war
is necessary.

To maintain that pacifism is the
only morally acceptable position,
that killing is never justified, is
hard 1o accept. Pacifists argue that
the right to life is absolute and kill-
ing is always morally wrong. What
then, if you are attacked and have
no choice? Whose life has more
value? Victim or Aggressor? Paci-
fists argue that killing is wrong as it
objectifies human life to be taken
without thought. But the refusal to
intervene when a victim can't fight
back expresses more about rela-
tionships with other beings than
the willingness to kill. Denigrating
your own sense of self and discon-
necting from those lives is just as
appalling.

We are not thanking veterans
for killing. We are thanking them
because they broke that ultimate
moral maxim of their own free will.
It is insulting to think that it is so

Feminism underappreciated

Women with passive mentalities set back the womens'rights movement

DEVON BUTLER
HYDE PARK CORMER

Sometimes | am ashamed to be
female. Ashamed that the past 100
years of the women'’s rights move-
ment is lost on today's generation
of women.

Restrictive expectations of &
woman's role in society have al-
ways existed. It was assumed that
women educated or
knowledgeable in worldly matiters,
but in affairs of housekeeping and
caring for the family.

were not

The transition to the 1700s saw
the birth of the "accomplished”
woman; one who was educated in
fine arts, literature and manners.
The purpose of such an education
was not to liberate women, but 1o
make them more desirable to men
so they could find a suitable hus-
band.

It is impossible to sum up the last
century in women'’s rights in only
a few sentences. These years, how-
ever, saw women gaining the right
to vote, to own land, to attend uni-
versity and to enter the workforce.

Now, in 2008, women in North
America are closer than ever before
to achieving equality, However,
there is still a long way to go, with

new obstacles presenting them:
selves, This time, the obstacles are
not due to male oppression, but
women oppressing themselves,

In 2007, Pink released a song
entitled "Stupid Girls” which con-
densed the issue of the "female stu-
pidity epidemic” into a catchy tune.
Lyrics such as: “What happened to
the dreams of a girl president?/
She's dancing in the video next to
50 Cent." question this generation's
values,

This idea of a “stupid girl” is not
to say that girls are inherently unin-
telligent, but rather that they dumb
themselves down. It's possible that
some females think passive "dam-
sel-in-distress” behaviour catches
male attention. Are women con-
tent to play into such stereotypical
roles?

Young girls are being constantly
influenced to behave in“this man-
ner. The question is how and why?
Is it for male attention? Is this what
has caused this common affliction
of so many young girls?

Perhaps seeming passive and
ditzy is just a facade to appeal 10
males - but it escalates further. This
widespread personality that has re-
ceived male attention has become
the goal of so many other envious
girls.

Where did this cycle begin? I'm
getting tired of the predictable
“blame the media” mentality, yet

there is truth to it. The media is
doubtlessly a contributing root to
this behavioural pandemic.

Prime examples are popular
television programs such as 90210,
Gossip Girl and reality flicks such
as Paris Hilton’s My New BFF and
The Hills. These programs consist
of beautiful women who are void
of obvious intellect, yet somehow
have everything else - maoney,
popularity and men.

These ditzy, cocktail-swilling,
trend-setting, boy-obsessed, gos-
siping characters have defined
young girls and women.

It can be argued that at most
Canadian  universities, student
populations are around 60 percent
female, therefore women must be
intelligent.

I have no doubt that these wom-
en in university and the women on
television streens have -intellect.
The root of the problem is cultural:
that in a capitalist society, stupidity
sells,

Women today are given count-
less opportunities that were un-
available to women even fifty years
ago. When girls act superficially, it
is disrespectful to the hard work of
the women's rights movement and
the progress made. Femninist move-
menits still have a long way to go.

letters@cordweckly.com

easy to kill. Itis insulting to not re-
spect that decision. They willingly
gave up their lives and the luxury
of moral superiority.

On Remembrance Day, we
thank veterans because we will
never have to kill. Because we can
afford to make that choice. For my
generation, Remembrance Day
should not be solely about veter-
ans. It should not be about war
or peace. It should not be about
politics. It is about remembering
that we are living the lives we are
for a reason. Be thankful for that. 1
never thanked my grandfathers for
what they did. That's why I like to
wear the poppy.

- Geoff Keelan

Poppies symbolize
more than violence

I sensed a couple things in last
week’'s Remembrance Day opin-
ion piece: anger, despair, and some
confusion. Confusion? Well | think
that’s something we all deal with,
especially when talking about vio-
lence, But confusion should be no
excuse to try and limit one's own
understanding or make sweeping

generalizations. This is especially

true of Remembrance Day.
In Ypres, Belgium, the locals
have held a ceremony at the Menin
" Gate for the soldiers lost in the First
World War every night since 1918,

I don't see that as problematic or
celebrating war, | see it as an ap-
preciation of peace and a sign of
respect.

Critics should ultimately realize
that this is one day a year. One day
to remember, reflect, and apply the
lessons of our past to our futures;
not apply the lessons of our pres-
ent (o our past,

| understand and commend
those who want to speak for the
victims of war who do not have a
voice, but 1 think we have 364 other
days of the year for that.

I suggest that those who loathe
Remembrance Day should step
down from their soapboxes some
day and walk the banlefields as
| have, touch the shrapnel still
churned up in farmers’ fields, gaze
in horror as you are surrounded
by the headstones of thousands
of lost soldiers (some as young as
15 and 16 years old) and seriously
contemplate what Remembrance
Day is all about. To negate their ex-
perience is to limit oneself to fore-
sight. The process of remembrance
is much more complicated than is-

Sues of violence.

[ have never seen war, nor have
1 ever been in war - I think that is
prabably the case for the majority
of students at this university. There
was a time when 1 too questioned
‘why should I care?’ 1 encourage
everyone to ask themselves the
same question, you may be sur-

- SEE LETTERS, PAGE 21
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Use academia for
practical purposes

KEREN GOTTFRIED
RESIDENT GADELY

F N

Ralph Nader, American activist and
(unsuccessful) Green Party presi-
dential candidate, lectured to a full
house for over two hours last Thurs-
day at the University of Waterloo.

More than any particular polit-
ical recommendation or commen-
tary he prescribed, it was his raison
d'étre that impressed me.

Nader went to Princeton and
then Harvard for Jaw school, later
working as a lawyer and professor.
Despite a successful academic life,
the T4-year-old man is far from the
"ivory tower” type, not to be found
avoiding the light of day in a dusty
library.

Ralph Nader is an activist. He
is a public intellectual who thinks
knowledge is at its best when it is
put to practical use.

"To know and not to act is not to
know," he insisted, quoting a Chi-
nese proverh,

He urged the people sitting in the
audience to do something with the
knowledge they have acquired.

And now is the time to do .

Never will we have the same
freedom to mobilize and inlluence
as we do while at university, Nader
said. The sheer amount of resour-
ces at our disposal now will simply
never be surpassed.

When | reflect on my experiences
as a student politician and journal-
ist, I cannot agree with him more.

I am constantly amazed by the
near fantasy world within which
campus media and politics oper-
ate. 1 wonder why my peers do not
take more advantage of it to be con-
troversial and challenging.

Consider our campus news-
paper. We are backed by a steady
stream of advertisers dying to get
to the student market, unlike real-
world print news sources that
are shrinking in size and revenue
sources and are looking for new
ways Lo survive,

Our writers are rarely censored
and are allowed to take whatever
political position they choose. You
will never get this sort of editorial
freedom in the “real world."

Our student politicians have so
much power at their disposal it is
almost frightening. WLLISU is a
multi-billion dollar institution with
policies that are written and en-
forced by students.

We ‘create our own Campus
Clubs, we make policies, we hold
rallies and so much more, all for
[ree.

The best part is just how easy itis
to use these resources, If you don't
think so, you're not talking to the
right people. Approach any sea-
soned school activist and they will
help you.

I can't describe the volume of
drool they produce when they
are approached by someone who
says, "l want to get involved in your
cause,”

Ifyou want to share your ideas, or
rally people for a cause that moves
vou, there is no more motivating
or encouraging place to get it done
than right here, right now.

Nader also advocated using your
research opportunities for practical
good. He published several articles
while ‘at Harvard Law School on
automotive safety, eventually lead-
ing to the United States adopting
the 1966 National Traffic and Mo-
tor Vehicle Safety Act.

When was the last time you wrote
a paper about social justice? Or
something that actually matered
to the larger population?

University students are encour-
aged to pursue knowledge for
knowledge's sake. This is a culture
that any thriving democracy should
actively promote.

But we have as much a respon-
sibility to fuel that democracy as we
do a right to enjoy its luxuries. We
have a professional obligation, de-
rived from the fact that we use pub-
lic funds, to take our ideas and use
them to promote public discourse
on social issues.

Socrates was described as a
gadfly to society because he made
people challenge the status quo in
ways they didn’t want 1o, annoving
them toa point of forced awareness
of their pwn biases,

He didn't just pursue academia
among the elites of society, speak-
ing in an alien, hyper-theoretical
language only intelligible to that
small community.

He took his ideas o the streets,
shaping society by acting with-
out compromise on his values.
He was the epitome of the public
intellectual,

Ralph Nader has done the same.
He represents a style of thinking
and living that every person who
gives a damn about the world
should embody.

You are in a position of privilege.
By pursuing an undergraduate edu-
cation, you are already in the upper
echelon of the global class system.

What have you done with that
privilege to benefit the world
around you?

letters@cordweekly.com
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prised at how difficult it can be.
For myself, however, 1 think over
these last few years I've been able
to make better sense of it all. And
because of this, every November
11" I'wear the poppy.

- Kellen Kurchinski

Josh Smyth disre-
spects our veterans

Josh Smyth is a genius! Mr, Smyth
believes that 1.1% of Canada’s GDP
is too much to be spent on the mil-
itary. Instead he would rather the
government spend it on “improv-
ing human welfare”. He would like
everyone to believe that spend-
ing the extra money on social im-
provements in Canada would have
stopped Hitler and the holocaust,
and that making sure no one was
hungry in Kosovo would have
stopped the events that happened
there. As he so eloquently put it,
“bullshit”

The purpose of ourmilitaryis not
to subjugate other countries and
“put bullets into someone’s brain”
but ro help and protect those that
cannot help themselves, The Cana-
dian Forces does more than teach
people proper combat strategies.
It includes search and rescue,
and providing care for those who
need it. Maybe Mr. Smyth does
not know that The Disaster Assis-
tance Response Team (DART) is
part of the Canadian Forces and

would like DART to be shut down
as well. DART is the team that was
sent to Sri Lanka after the hurri-
cane in 2004, and to Pakistan after
the earthquake in 2005 to provide
medical care, clean water, and to
repair infrastructure. Mr. Smyth |
congratulate you. Without your in-
sightful knowledge of the Canadi-
an Forces | would not have known
that an organization that provides
clean water to children could pos-
sibly be evil.

The purpose of Remembrance
Day, and the meaning of the
poppy. is to remember the men,
women, and children that worked,
fought, or died not only in the
defence of themselves and their
country but other people as well.
While we acknowledge the deaths
that have occurred in our past, Re-
membrance Day is not a celebra-
tion of those deaths, rather it is an
honour for the people that made
the sacrifice that we did not and
should never have to make.

To the member of the choir that
was wearing a sweater that read
"Military Free Zone” during the
ceremony and Mr. Smyth: Just re-
member who fought and died so
that you could wear that sweater
or write that article.

- Alexander Canavan

Remembrance Day
article offensive

| am just writing to express my
shame and disgust in the article
“Why | don't like to wear a poppy”
The article was totally offensive. |
don't know why someone would
want to demonize something like
the poppy. If he cannot see how
poppys are represantative NOT of
the glorification of war and kill-
ing people. but of honourning
all our veterans and soldiers who
put their lives on the line (and
continue to do so) for the sake of
humanity, then 1 suggest he pick
up a history book and get a reality
check.The fact that he says war is
not neccessary is completely ab-
surd. The least he can do is wear
it one day out of the year to show
some repect for all our soldiers. He
wouldn't last a single day in the
battlefield.

I hope no veterans read his
article,

-Raena Dempsey

Letters Policy:

All letters 1o the editor must be signed and
submitted with the author's name, student
idantification number, and telephone number,
Letrers miust be received by 12:00 pm (noon)
Maonday via email to letters@cordweekly.com
or through our website at www.cordweekhy.
gom. Lettars must not excesd 350 words,

The Cord reserves the right to edit any letter for
brevity and clarity, The Cord resarves the right
1o reject any letter, in whole or in part The Cord
reserves the right to not publish matetial that
it deemed to be libetous-or in contravention
with the Cord's Code of Ethics or journalistic
standards.

letters@cordweekly.com
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COTRIENTED RIAS]

STOIC - Olga Kurylenko and Daniel Craig looking bad-ass In black,

KEVIN HATCH
STAFF WRITER

It would seem that Bond, James
Bond, has vet to tire of reinventing
himsell. After the critical and com-
mercial success of precursor Casino
Royale, one would have expected
producers to take the safe route of
carrying on the franchise with the
same self-reflexive vet supremely
entertaining tone,

But far be it from 007 to settle
for the safe option, as Quantum of
Solace showed fearless confidence
from day one, from the tongue-
tripping title (referring to Bond
seeking emotional closure after the
death of the one woman he allowed
himsell to love) to being the first
direct sequel in the series (picking
up only a macter of hours after Ca-
sino Royale finished). The final film
encompasses this tone, simulta-
neously returning to the more fun
spirit of earlier Bond outings while
paradoxically proving to be one of
the least "Bond-like" films in the
series,

This curious hybridity ol tone can
likely be attributed to unconven
tonal director Marc Foster. more
renowned for harrowing character
studies like Monster’s Ball or Find-
ing Neverland. But while not versed
in action credentials, Foster cannot
be faulted for lack of ambition, kick-
ing off his film at a frenzied pace
which seldom slows, cohesion cast
aside in favour of sheer energy and
As such, the lilm
quite gels as a whole, but the sum
of its [ragmentary parts proves (oo
entertaining for one to mind.

Aiming beyond the superficiality
of the traditional Bond filin with-
put sacrificing its gleeful escap-
ism, Quantum of Solace proves the
most overtly politically and socially
topical Bond film to date. In lieu

maovemernt. never

of the usual oversimplifications of

global politics, this Bond interacts
with a world where major govern-
ments lend support to corrupt
dictators in exchange for oil, and
the villain is frightening - not be-
cause of a laughably over-the-top

scheme to rule the world, but for

Bond’s solace

Daniel Craig reprises his role as James Bond in Quantum of Solace - a ilm
that continues to redefine Bond as an introspective, yet still bad-ass spy

playing upon valid environmental
CONCarns.

Foster's knack for credible char-
acterization also makes the film the
rare exception to the action movie
rule, and the quiet character mo-
ments peppering the pyrotechnic
mayhem prove among the film's
maost fulfilling points. As Bond - his
soul as ravaged and barren
desert setting symbolically chosen
desperately
pursues either vengeance or peace,
the film is given a crucial emotional
with enough substance 1o
make the film far more than an ex-

as the

for the film's climax

core,

plosion-riddled guilty pleasure.

However, Foster knows his de-
mographic, and almost over-com-
pensates for the film's surprising
complexity on the action front,
saturating his film with enough vi-
ciously intense fstfights (though
complaints may ensue over coor-
dinator Dan Bradley over-recycling
his distinctive style from the Bourne
series), explosions and various ve-
hicular chases (car, foot, molorcy-
cle, boat and plane respectively) to
enthrall even the most jaded action
junkies,

Once again, Daniel Craig as 007
proves the high point of an already
impressive film, masking Bond’s

raw,
carefully cultivated shell of grim

seething emotions under &

stoicism, making his inner urmaoil
all the more affective. Conversely,
Craig is given more of a chance o
exercise his suave wit this time,
proving just as adept al wry quips
as at heavy dramatic scenes or
bone-crunching fights.

Olga Kurylenko's flerce simmer
makes her a wonderfully compel-
ling female lead, even if her chief
motivation is overly familiar, and
Mathieu
slimy asvillainous Dominic Greene,

Almaric is  deliciously
all the more effective by how eerily
plausible his character is. As usual,
ludi Dench shines as Bond's supe-
rior M, providing a welcome burst
of perfectly curt authority and
class, However, despite her best at-
tempts at a charming performance,
Gemma Arterton's throwback to
the “traditional” (i.e. more passive)
Bond girl proves a misfire, her brief
and uneventful role marking how
unnecessary and out-of-place her
inclusion was in the first place.
Despite the myriad of its ex-
ceptional parts, Quantum of Sol-
dce never quite convenes into a co-
hesive whole, giving the impression
ofa collection of subplots thrust to-
gether and shot off at high octane,

as heavy on paolitical commentary
and emotional drama as on acrion,
An pddity for a 007 film, to be sure,
but one so enormously entertain-
ing that fans of the series and those
unfamiliar with Bond alike are sure
to be swept up by its gleetully mad-
cap grandeur.

Quantum of Solace
Director: Marc Foster
Starring: Daniel Craig, Olga
Kurylenko

Release Date; 14/11/2008
Rating: A-

plus deposit
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A night at the Opera... Excerpts

The Cord hit up last week’s Opera Excerpts in the Theatre Audiotorium, a vibrant collection of the best scenes all of opera offers

GENEVIEVE RUSHTON-GIVENS
STAFF WRITER

As I sat down in the auditorium on
Friday night, | wondered if I'd ven

tured into the wrong place. There
were a few black blocks sitting on a
black wooden square, a few chairs
and a piano off to the side. Where
was the archestra? Where were the
costumes and elaborate sets? The
answer to all the guestions was
simple: not needed, At the end of

the evening it was obvious that the
performance was dramatic enough
without the usual visual pomp of
an uperi.

The Opera Excerpts were per-
formed on Friday and Saturday last
week, from 8 to 10 pan. in the The-
atre Auditorium. The operas were
by Sabatino
Vacea and Elvera Froese.

musically directed

The program consisted of Cen-
drillon (based on Cinderella) by
Jules Massenet, Regina by Marc

Cutting close

Libby Haque's emotional (ut/close to home shows
at the Langen Art Gallery in the John Aird Centre

ANNE DONAHUE
STAFF WRITER

Cut/close to home, an installation
piece by Canadian visual artist
Libby Hague, opened at Laurier’s
Robert Langen Art Gallery on No
vember 12 and will run until De-
cember b.

An exhibit that depicts "when
love goes wrong,” Cul/close to home
features a video loap of a man and
woman boxing that is projected
onto several layers of plastic cur-
tain strips with which visitors are
encouraged to interact. As the vid-
eo plays, visitors walk through the
strips and break up the cyele of vio-
lence, arriving at a bed on the other
side.

“It's a complicated piece,” ex-
plamed Hague. “It's called 'Cut,
elpse to home' because it's projected
on a screen that’s cut . and it's also
called that because it's a segment
from @ larger film that was called
Close to Home that 1 did, so that's
one scene from it. And this was the
scene that kind of worked as a loop
and would stand alone.”

Hague's piece shows the female
boxer's size quickly growing to
become equal to the man - and
to demonstrate the psychological
trauma ol the relationship, the man
himsell appears worn out,

“In a way, even though she lost -
he beat her up - she had stood up
for herselt” said Hague. “So 1 sawin
astrange way as a kind ofvictory for
her and she had far surpassed - in
the context of this fight - what she
thought she could do.”

Hague's film is based on a true
stury of domestic violence  that
she read about. “It was a story ol
a family ... ol an infanticide where
a woman's child was killed by her
hushand and she had run away
from the house. What interested
me was the idea that this really
very basic bond the parental
bond - was broken ... so that really
was the essential thing for me and
1 kept wondering, "What was it like
1o be her? When did she run away?’
|Because]| il she ran away while the
child is alive, then the guilt that
she bears and the responsibility s

greater than if she left not know-

MICH LACHANEE

FROWNS ALL AROUND - These actresses might be frowning, but the Opera Excerpts were a big sucess.

Dead  Man Walking
{based on the book by Sister Helen

Blitzstem,

Prejean] by lake Heggie, and the
“arguably perfect opera” I Nozze
di Figaro (The Marriage of Figaro)
by Wollgang Amadeus Mozart,
However, they only presented the
highlights of each opera -
parts.

the best

The performers stood in rows to
recite the dramatic introduction to
the excerpts. Each performer had
a few lines, finishing each other's

T _lT_‘r'_Tu‘l

1

sentences. We were 1old that "this
evening will be ... is ... magical”
“we are the plavers ... this is the
stage” and "something is about to
happen,” each Hne adding a bit of
‘\th'""l'l‘\l'.

The evening took us to fairvliand,
the Deep South in 1900, Louisi-
ana in the "80s and Spain during
the Renaissance, in the order ol
performance.

Co-director Sabatino Vacca [lelt
that the program was appropriate
lor a diverse audience. "There is a
wide variety of subject matter and a
full gamut of emotion”

Wiatching each opera excerpt, it
felt as vivid as changing the chan-
nel o watching the fmgments of a
dream. The performers had very
few props, but enough to identify
the character they were playing and
the-erit of the opera. In Reging, all of
the costumes and props were black
or white, making it monochromat-
ic, like a classic film. A character
in Dieed Man Walking even toted a
Starhucks coffee cup as a prop.

One of the more interesting as-
pects of the excerpts was the light
bulb. After each opera, a charac-
ter would quietly turn off the light
bulb hovering over centre stage as
if it was symbolic, According to the
stage director Joel lvany, the light
bulb was used "to somehow tie all
the scenes together With just the
light bulb, the performers have
nothing to hide behind,” he added.

But the performers seemed very
comfortable onstage. The whole

performance felt like a real opera,
Samantha Lee, a first-year music
major, had no trouble understand-
ing the emotions conveved by the
excerpts, "You can really relate 1o
the characters by their facial ex-
pressions even ifyvou can't tell what
they're saying when it's in a differ-
ent language.” Ceneriflon was per-
formed in French and N Nozze di
Figaro was performed in lalian.

The music was excellent. |t was
hard 1o pick the best moments our,
Il pressed, they would be Cinder-
ella’s opening aria about her miss-
ing slipper performed by soprang
Andrea Shea; the Rain Quartet
(from Regina) featuring compley
vocal arrmngements; Birdie's aria
from Regina, performed by sopra-
no Nicole Dubinsky; and the sextet
from Dead Man Walking. 1 liked
the gradual dramatic build-up of
this piece as more voices joined in,
gerting angry at the nun, making i
a4 very intense scene.

Overall the performances were
very theatrical, even including a
backhanded face-slap in The Mar-
riage of Figaro, delivered by the
Count, and human statues that
changed poses when performers
weren't looking, which prompt-
ed belly laughs throughout the
audience.

Wirth a different cast for the Fri-
day and Saturday performances,

Mr. Vacea was unsure how one per-
formance would compare to the
other. “In a way, it's like doing it for
the first time all over again.”

ALRA TOMBIBS

BOXING - A husband and wife box on a cut-up screen in Libby Hague's Cut/close to home.,

ing or just what was her complicity
in the whole scenario? So that was
bothering me and made me want to
go back and keep looking art it”

Hague's pieces are renowned lor
being dramatic and for addressing
social and environmental issues
and incorporating elements of di
saster with elements of hope. The
viewer feels empowered as an indi-
vidual: "It's sort of a theme ol a lot
of my other work is what impact do
we have; how can we change things
as individuals? And that’s why |
liked the idea of being able w walk
through this curtain, because | kind
of thought of it as breaking a cvcle
of violence”

In addition to the visual as-

pect, the jazzy and emotionally

charged score - commissioned by
Hague - offers another important
element to the exhibit, "It's really
sexy; the saxophone solo is haunt-
ing. 50 it almost to me suggests ...
the love and attraction that had
been there in the beginning. It
sort of brings the early part of the
relationship up” The bed also rep-
resents lost love and atraction,
which she explains is "that sor
ol submerged sexual longing that
happens in the score .. it also con-
nects the fighting and the sexual
tension. So it's all kind of mixed in
the way real life is”

The balance of disaster and hope
is important to Hague, who hopes
to inspire her audiences. “You see

[disaster] aver and over and there's

a feeling of just, hopelessness that |
want to fight against because | think
it's just paralyzing,” she explained.

“It's impornant tw believe in
the next step that we can take as
people to try to effect change.
It’s basically trying to move towards
making the world a better place,
you know? And that's why | want
people init. So people can recog:
nize what they can do 1o make a
difference.... | think it's important
to ry and take that next step ... 10
try and do something and not give
up.”

The first version of Cut/close
to home appeared at the Glad-
stone Hotel during Toronto's Nuit
Blanche festival in 2007
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