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Dick Welloin,
Plane. (Crash

On Nov, 23 we were profoundly
shocked to hear the news of the

death of LAC. Richard Meredith
{Dick) Wellein, a former student of

Waterloo College and a member of
its COT.C. Dick was killed in a
plane crash at No. 1 Service Fly-
ing Training School, Camp Borden,
Ont.

He was in training as a pilot, and
was to have received his wings in
less than two months. He had been
home the previous weekend and
had talked to some of us. At that
time he was pleased with his
progress in training which was well
ahave zesrsgs. [ sand, NOwWeVer,
that, though he liked flying, he cer-
tainly missed the College and its
people.

Dick came 1w Waterloo in '¢1-'42
and soon won new friends among
the students. Many of us still recall
incidents showing his genial nature.
At initistion, at school, at Thames
Valley O.T.C. Camp and everywhere
Dick showed himself & good-hearted
fellow able to give and take with
good humor. He began the '42-'43
term at Waterloo snd in February
of '43 enlisted in the RCAF.

Dick was wellknown in athletic
circles. He was more than proficient
in much sports as rugby, track,
basketball and gym work. He was
one of the best swimmers in the
district, his medals and shieldp
representing victories at several
tentres, including Hamilton and
Toronto,

Both the school and the ~om-
munity feel the loss of Dick keenly.
A death such as his brings home
the grim, destructive nature of this
war, Perhaps the feeling of sorrow
and resentment which his death in-
spired 1n us will help shorten the
conflict which is sapping the coun-
try of its Anest men. To his par-
ents, Mr. and Mrs. A. H. Wellein of
3 Loulsa St Kitchener, and to his
sisiers, we express our deepest sym-
pathy.

Jnibute 95 Paid Jo.
LE. Norbort Goffors

Far off in Italy—a land of which he had mere bookish
knowledge a few years ago—Lieutenant J. Norbert Jeffers lies
in a new-made grave.

He was killed in action at the head of his men, a platoon of
the crack Canadian regiment, the R.C.R.'s. A private soldier from
Kitchener helped to carry his body frem the field. Slowly now
the stories of his last action are coming back ta his friends at
home.

When his platoon was detailed for especially dangerous duty,
he tnsisted on going fArst, though warned that he need not do so.
He and his men were ambushed by snipers, Struck by three bul-
iets, he used huis last Lreath 1o order a smoke sereen for the pro-
tection of those who were with him, Some whe weére fortunate
enough to return announced that they owed their lives to his
quick thinking. Young as he was, he demonstrated thus the es-
senfial value and function of an officer; he died as gallantly as
any officer has ever died.

Hiz friende at Waterloo had alwavs felt the depth of char-
acter which he tried to hide under gaiety and good humour.

They were nol aware, perhaps, that in secret he poured out
fils earnestnecs sensitivity and devotion in a little poem like this
{which was not intended for publication):

By chance | found a garden
W here-in peace and beauty reigned.
And spellbound wandered o'er the verdant sod;
1 paused—and prayed—and shared my thoughts with (;od.

My proud toul soon forsook
All its selfish vain desires
A nd every petty worry seemed te vanish into bliss;
I .=ypgcianced n fo fang 1" nda never' known’ akrore,
My heart was plled wirk (hristian happiness.

(Imne hrief and thrilling hour
Spent with (s od ‘he King of men
Has made me jeel so fresh and clean within
That | invite the whole world ta thiz garden;
If everyone should come 'would mean the end of sin,

Another side of him 18 revealed by this incident: He did not
aspire ‘o the excellent school grades of which he wag rapable, but
he sat a few places removed Lrom a student who did. Struggling
one day with a test question, he was asked by his teacher, “"How
far are you from ihe correcl answer?" Without hesitation he re-
plied. “Three seals, sir'”

Here wias o yuoung e wie would Dave Dfen « bl fasseld
on being singled out as a hern He had no desire to show off and
no lust to kill; he had a love of life and gsad hving. But neroes
are made now of just such men. He will be remembered at Wa-
terloo, with the other alumni who have fallen in this war, as an
inspiration to the C.O.T.C. and as a symbol to all of the heroic
qualities of democratic manhood, We are c¢nnobled by his
axamnia,

EDITORIAL

The twenty-first anmiversary of the 1918 Armistice has come
and gone,

Countivss Remembrance Day services have again borne wit-
ness to society's grief at the staggering lossed in life and health
sustaincd during the mad yvears from 1914 te 1518

The present Eurcpesn war is, however, melancholy proof
that the oft-repeated Armistice Day slogan—"Lest we forget"—
has not availed to prevent man from repeating his dreadful mis-
take of 1914.

Upon a glorious November day, twenty-one years ago, mil-
hons of buttle-weary bumens laid down their weapons of destruc-
tion: solemnly vowing to seek, forever after. the ways of peace.

Today., many thousands of these have re-ascended the altar
of Maloch-—not alone: but in the company of vounger millions—
bewildered apprentices to the art of human butchery—courageous
voung men. to whom the last Grest War is nothing but a throilling
sHory

Before the Nazi invasion of Poland., fast-moving events in
Ethiopia, Spain, Ching, and Cxecho-Slovakia had infallibly point-
ed to the imminent callapse of an already -1ottering Armistice,

Now the breskdown has come—and with it has come civiliz-
REiGN'S SeoUrge—war,

Powerfu: voaices rased in pleading for tolerance. understand-
iy and Christian charity among nations have now becwose faint
whispers—scarcely audible amid the din ef exploding bombs

All thiz has not, however, come aboul by accident. For, never
in the desperate, battie-torn history of post-war Europe has any-
thang like peal pegee returned to that troubled continent,

We are earaing, today, that a mere cessation of hostilities for
the purpose of taking o breather before I'esuming them—even if
a guarter of a century later—does not represent an honest effort

to banish war from the earth

When this war is ended (and God grant that this end may
corne soon ) et us not be content with an Armistice. But rather,
et each of us who worship the Prince of Peace hearken to his
tcachings to the end that fulure genecitions meay work out their
destinies secure in the affections of those whom God will some
day glve them to cherish,

FLIGHT SCT. W.

C. THURLOW

KILLED IN ACTION

On July 28 word was received
from Ollaws of the death of Flight
Sgt. Wiilliam Charles Thurlow. He
way kKilled on active service on July
24 Hiz funeral was held in England
from Pocklington to Burnby Meor

Flight Sgt. Thurlaw wne & {ormer
student at Waterisa Colleye in
June, 1940, after the completion of
two years of study he juined the
RCAF, He was fArst stationed at
Manmng Pool, Toruvnto, and did his
prring of security guard at Camp
Burden., after which he trained al
Eglington Hunt Club, Toronto, and
Malton, In March, 1941, he received
his observers winga ot Jarvis. He
then fAnished his astro-navigation
course al Rivers, Man.. and Lhe [ol-
lowing May was senl overseas Al
the time of his death he was attach:
ed 1o an all-Canadion squadron. In
hiz last letter home he said that he
had made tweniy-seven flights
which left only three more to be
made before he was zent buck tu
Canzds on firlough
Hill Thurlow was & very popular
member of the College He was un
the bosketball team in 1938 and 1539,
and belonged to several Twin City
clubz. All his friends ut the Colloge
were sorcy o heur of his death
The following poem is a tribute
to him written by Mrs Buekley
wife of Hey L A Buckley. general
secretary of the Y M CA
Farewell, Belovd, now the day i3
dane,

Earth's struggles o'er, for thee the
conflict waon,

fu noise of battle shall disturt thy

peace,
For thee the Saviour hath made war

o cease, .
Sladly you answered your Country’s
eall

| ‘??Zcm!adh
Presumed. Dead

WO. Charles David Melntosh son
of Mrs. Mary Mcintosh, 383 Queen
Street Soulh and the late Col D
Graham Mclnlosh, who was report-
prd missing Jule 31 1843 may now
be presumed degd, according lo »
recent commumcation from Ottawna

Oy reasan ol tne fact ey oo
was shol down nesr Franeo
vy, his family have reason (o hope

-

the ®-5ear-old pilct 5 still alive
I such is the case, they are prepar-
ed to wait unti] the end of the war
for econfirmation

WO, McIntash was retuming from
U=rmany vhen
pecame de-

b =ib b b
— -

opeEraliins Vi
part af his squadrog
tachad  Antairorafy Ars
down the Kiichener alrman’s plane
gnd since that time no word has
[ ths lapding

al the Ume of

the younp afrmnn fa

by repaived

A Aighl-sergeant
the mishap
been promoted to the rank of war-
rent officer. mig mother has been
infarmed.

WO, Meclntash s & graduate of
St Andrew's College at Aurore, and
al the time of enlistment waz al-
tending Waterloo College.

Knowing in eonilict you must stand
pr fall,

All that vou were. or hoped to be,
You fave,

Now vou are nonoured with your
Country’s brave,

Your =acriftve shall
vath

Hands are ootstretched {0 Lake the
torch again,

T hold it high that all the foe may
i

Christ leads mankind to peace and
victory.

never he 1n

Capt. W. M. Bean
Cives life

Waterloo College has lost a loyal
Iriend, with the death of Captain
William M. Bean, killed in action.
presumably in the push in Ger-

many  He enlisted m the Scols

Fusiliers in 140, and was sent to
Woodstock as an instructor. Subse-
fuently he was commanding officer
n Barehener of a driving and mam-
leminee school for the C.WAL
Going oversess about a year ngo,
he was with the North Nova Scotia

Highlunders, and saw actlop in
Fiance. Belgium, Holland and Ger-
many A letter received at the col-
lege & month ago, written from Hol-
land. told of the emav and g e
army wag encountering. the below
‘i weather, and how happ) he

LT

W receive lellers,

While at callage Bill took a
VEry uctive parl in sports, particu-
uarly m rugby. He was one of the
founders of Waterloo College Invi-
tatim  Games, first sponsored in
1935, fur collegiate students of cent-
cal Western Ontario.
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John Norbert

Na pank Lieutenant yame JEFFERS

unit Royal Can. Regt. Date of death 26th January, 1944,
Died at LHaly,

Cause Killed in ection. '

N/K

Addres 5_

Death ooccurred on strength of Forces, HQ) ©92-29-234 4l7=2-44
-Mrs. Helen Grace Jeffers Rulationship Widow
Box 168, Stayner, Ont.
.;Jll.=il".'iﬁl 11".‘-_;‘._;IH t..'.-.ﬁ'ﬂ"n‘-"ﬂbi S -H.".*l-I PR A I"I'._\'l
Cemetery

Remuins buried in

MR,299159, Left of Road, North of town, San,Nicola, Italy,

Grav_cHKt % Grave 8.

v Y-

Courany of Canadien Misanal Archves

REMBERING THOSE LOST - Lieutenant Norbert Jeffers, a student of Waterloo College, died while serving in Italy
during the Second World War (above). Surrounding it are seven of the eleven men associated with the College that
also perished in the war. Student members of the Canadian Officer Training Corps participate in a Remeberance Day

march in 1942, below.

Counesy of Willidd Launsr Lihiversidy Archeses and Spacal Collechons
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Sgt. Pilot Gebrge Douglas Lowe

Warrant Officer Charles David
Maclntosh

Captain William M. Bean

Flight Officer Frederick Weber
Shantz

R b :

illiam Charles

Wa rrarﬁ Dﬂier
Thurlow

Remembering WWII at

Waterloo College

KRIS COTE

Cord Historian

(¢

had all the officers
and N.C.O's in my
headquarters for an
hour or so, earlier
this evening for a lit-
tle get-together,” Major AK.
McTaggart told Waterloo College
through a letter to The College
Cord in January 1945, recounting,
that “much of the time was spent
in telling of the ways in which we
had spent previous Christimases.”

For the 152 men and women
from Waterloo College who were
engaged in the war, this was a time
of extreme dislocation and chaos.

Yel, contrary to the olten larger-
than-life portrayals of military life

and the war, ordinary aspects of

life continued, Christmas, even
thaugh o the front-line, still
ocourred.

While the Waterloo Campus was
transformed by Canadian Officers
Iraining Corps (COTC) program
and air raid drills, students still
went to classes, held dances and
wrote about music, movies and
gossip in The College Cord.

Similarly, students and soldiers
fell in love, married, had children,
fought and died in the war.

Eleven men from Waterloo
College died during training and
overseas operations throughout
the Second World War.

While The College Cord did not
feature regular coverage ol the
war, it nonetheless featured a reg-
ular COTC column, updates on
servicemen from Waterloo College
and when the occasion struck,
natified the campus and commu-
nity of the death ol one of their
birethren

While the accounts o thaose
Eilled and wounded  highlighted

the selfless and heroic nature of

the men, it did so in a way which
humanized them, reinforcing
their connection 10 Waterloo
College and the community.

FLYING OVER WATERLOO

Gordon Douglas Lowe was the
first Waterloo alumnus to be
killed, after his plane crashed into
a stone-house near Kingston dur-

ing a training operation on
December 30, 1940
Graduating  from Waterloo

College in 1937, Lowe had worked
as an aceounting clerk at Mutual
Life  Insurance Company in
Waterloo until he enlisted in the
RCAF on April 20, 1940.

But he was not the only
Waterloo casualty on Canadian
safl, On November 23, 943,
Richard Meredith Wellein  died
alter his plane crashed nose- st

into the ground at Camp Bordon,
near Everett, Ontario, while on a
training mission.

Eleven Waterloo College students
and alumni were Killed during
WWII; nine in Europe and two
during training in Canada.

Wellein  had  enrolled at
Waterloo College in 1941, but
dropped out in February 1943 10
join the RCAFE The Cord was
shocked to hear ol his death since
he had just visited his former
classmates the previous weekend,
and the paper noted that “a death
such as his brings home the grim,
destructive nature of this war” An
investigation failed to reveal the
cause of the crash,

After completing his first year at
Waterloo College, William Charles
Thurlow spent his summer break
of 14939 in Banif,
Alberta, where he
worked as a golf
caddie at the Banfl
Springs Hotel.
Hoping to train as a
commercial  pilot
after obtaining his
BA, Thurlow instead
jpined the RCAF
upon returning to Ontario, and
was soon sent overseas. He had
completed 27 missions by July
1942, only three short of becoming
eligible for furlough in Canada.
when his plane was shot down
over France and he was killed.

Thurlow had previously written

his parents and told them that "l
have a job to do that is more

- see WWIIL, page 3
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_from WWII. page 2

important than anything else. If
anything happens I will go down
fighting.”

Several months after Thurlow
had enlisted, his fellow student,
Charles David Maclnosh, also
enlisted in the RCAF at the age of
18. MacIntosh was killed two years
later while escorting Typhoon
bombers in France on July 31,
1943. A report of his death noted
that “the Squadron was engaged
by enemy fighters and the Blue
Section was separated from the
rest of the Squadron ey
crossed the coast ‘east of
Gravelines at approx. 12.30 hours
and were heavily engaged by light
flak. F/Sgt. Maclntosh's aircraft
was seen ta burst into flames and
dived in the sea.”

Another Waterloo alumnus,
Harold A. Wills, was also killed in
France when his plane was shot
down on his very first flight,
November 28, 1943,

While death notices at least
brought closure, the announce-
ment in April 1945 that Frederick
Weber Shantz failed to return after
flving a mission over Germany left
family and friends hoping that he
would be found alive.

An investigation following the
war, however, revealed that
Shantz, along with five other air-
men, were Killed when their plane
was shot down. They were buried
together at Amelsbueren,
Germany, though a seventh man
survived the rest of the war in a
POW camp,

THE CAMPUS FRONT

Students at Waterloo College
also fought the war in ways other
than active duty.

As labour demands increased,
an increasing number of female
students took jobs in the war
industry during their summer hol-
idays. Their efforts and experi-
ences were documented and dis-
played in The College Cord.

Other female students sought
greater participation in the war
effort, enlisting in non-combat
roles and serving overseas. The
names of these women appear on
the honorary plague in the Arts
Building. Female students also
created their own program of mil-
itary training and preparedness.

Feeding the armies in Europe
was not an easy task during the
war, especially with the strain on
farm labour caused by the war. In
1942, this prompted eight stu-
dents to go west as part of a gov-
ernment program to help alleviate
the shortage in farm labour, where
they worked for several weeks and
received class credit.

COTC training was mandatory
for all male students, as part of the
government's defence policy.
Students were trained in map
reading, trench negotiation, rifle
and machine gun techniques, and
spent two weeks every year at a
larger COTC camp at the
University of Western Ontario.

Of the 55 students who concur-
rently trained for military service
during their education, 39 later
Saw active service. In November
1942, The Cord announced that,
due 1o enlistment shortages, any
male student who failed an exam
would be discharged from the
school and then drafted into the
army,

WOUNDED, BUT NOT
FORGOTTEN

r|1 students and alumni from
Waterlog College made the ulti-
Mate sacrifice and gave their lives

to the Canadian war efforr. But
those who returned home sacri-
ficed as well. The College Cord
served to highlight the sacrifice
and bravery of many of its retum-
ing students and alumni, main-
taining the link between the cam-
pus, its students and the war.

In February 1944, The Cord
reported that Bill Artindale, a for-
mer student, was wounded during
action in ltaly. and that he was
recovering from his injuries in a
hospital in Algeria. In October of
the same year, Artindale again
made news in The Cord after he
returned to combat, was wounded
a second rtime, captured and
imprisoned in a German prisoner
of war camp.

Other students and alumni were
mare fortunate, as they were able
to recover from their injuries
among their family and friends in
Canada. In March 1945, The
College Cord reported that four
former students; Lee McLaughlin,
Clare Kruspe, Gordon Burns and
Jack E. Koehler all returned to
Canada and were recovering from
wounds received on the battle-
field. Despite their actions, they
remained humble, and as Kruspe
told The Cord, his actions were
nothing that had not "been told
many times before.”

In November 1942, The Cord
announced that, due to enlistment
shortages, any male student who
failed an exam would be
discharged from the school and
then drafted into the army.

In November 1944, Waterloo
College was informed that Charles
Campbell, another former stu-
dent, had lost his right arm as a
result of his injuries and was
awarded the military cross for his
actions,

The February 1945 College Cord
printed his official citation.

“This  intelligence  officer
accompanied his commanding
officer aloot, behind the assaull
companies in the attack on Buror,
on the morning ol July 8, 1944,
When communications between
the infantry and the tanks broke
down, this officer ran out to the
tanks over three vards of shell-
swept ground. Climbing up the
sides of the tanks he conveyed the
commanding officer's orders to
the squadron leader.

“While doing this he came
under fire from snipers in trees,
When the progress of the batile
became confused due to the num-
ber of wireless sets knocked out,
he left the command post, and
despite heavy shelling, walked
through the village in search of the
infantry company, not knowing
whether it was cleared of enemy.

“When the command post was
hit and all others killed or wound-
ed, he endeavoured to establish a
command post and carry on,

His great assistance in helping
to get men forward, and his cool-
ness and courage throughout the
day resulted in our men being able
to form a firm base in the village,
and was a leading factor in the
success of the attack.”

IN THE LINE OF DUTY

Again, however, nol everyone
returnéd  from  battle. Having
trained with the COTC on campus,
Craig Alles joined the Scots
Fusiliers of Canada on July 29,
1942, Alles participated in the lib-

Remembrance Day Pullout

eration of Holland, bur was killed
in action on April 12, 1945, On
September 6, 1944, Major Gordon
Drummond Sim was killed in
action in Framce, leaving behind
his wife. Mildred Elizabeth Sim.

THE NORMALCY OF WAR

Despite the dislocation caused
by training and war, soldiers con
linued to engage in the normal
aspects of life, with a distinet twist.

For instance, on August 8, 1942,
lohn Norbert leffers, a Waterloo
College graduate and employee of
Mutual Life Financial, sought per-
mission from the army, and was
approved, to marry Miss Helen
Spaetzel ol Kitchener. He was sub-
sequently granted leave, and on
September 11, 1942, the two were
wed. Similarly, William M. Bean,
also a Waterloo graduate, sought
leave on December 8, 1942, in
orderto visit his wife and newborn
daughter in  Kitchener. He
returned to his duties, however,
and was killed in action in France
on March 5, 1945.

Personal connections between
soldiers, family and the student
community remained strong,
despite the distance and chaos
between them,

Writing for the alumni maga-
zine, Laurier
Campuis, in
November 1995,
Sunil Kuruvilla
reveals one such
instance of trans-
Atlantic connected-
ness. Jeffers and
Earl Peppler had
bath grown up in
Kitchener, though
the men did not
know each other.

Through  the
course of the war, their families
became close, and through letters
back and forth, urged the two sol-
diers to meet each other. They
finally met on January 26, 1944,
though not under the circum-
stances that their families had
hoped.

While leading his platoon in
Motta. ltaly, leffers was shot and
killed. In a letter home, Peppler
told his parents, "Although | didn'
reach Lieutenant Jeffers until after
it was all over, they tell me he died
like a true soldier ... even after [the
sniper’s bullet] struck. he contin-
ued to call omt cammands and
ordered his men to send up a
smoke screen.” His actions, wrote
Lieutenant-Colonel E H. Mather,
“were heroic, and in giving his life
lhe|l was instrumental in saving
those of many others.” Peppler
later carried Jeffers' body from the
field in their first face-to-face
encounter.

STUDENTS WHEREVER THEY

While war often made 'men of
boys,” through letters home and in
correspondence with The College
Cord it is evident that despite their
surroundings, some soldiers con-
tinued to be students at heart, *lt
is a lot of fun for some of us o
practise our 'school book' French,”
lack Keohler wrote “The Cord in
October 1944, 71 find | can manage
quite well.”

Thus, under different circum-
stances, these men who never
returned from war would have
proven that they were no difTerent
from anyone else, in their time or
ours. Their lives, however, were
taken from them, and for this they
deserve 1o be remembered,

WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 9, 2005 ¢+ .3

How to pay your
respects at WLU
this Friday

DAN POLISCHUK
News Editor

For the bravery and patriotism
displayed by fellow citizens as far
back as 90 vears ago, Canada will
be commemorating the contribu-
tions of its soldiers, past and pres-
ent, this Friday - Remembrance
Day.

For James Stonevurgh, a former
member of Canada's peacekeep-
ing troops, November 11 will pro-
vide an opportunity for him to talk
about his experiences, which he
hopes will help the younger gener-
ation “to be proud of who they
are."

Stonevurgh will be one of the
keynote speakers at Friday's
10:30am  ceremony in the
Concourse, believes that students
should know that “they are a pow-
erful foree.”

“What | felt when | have talked
to students is they dont really
have that sense of history, that
sense of accomplishment. What
was done before them was done
for them and the potential that
|students| have — I'm not seeing
that the way it should be,” he said.

Sonia Lam, student coordinator
ef WLL's Remembrance Day cere-
mony along with  WLUSU
President Dan Robert, stressed the

importance of student participa-
tion in commemorating the dedi-
cation of soldiers around the
globe.

*[The soldiers] believed in [free-
dom]. The only way lor their lega-
cy to live on is through us," said
Lam.

For defending something
important as freedom, Stonevurgh
believes that he has “enhanced
Canada’s image world-wide,” and
believes that through his experi-
ences he has become “one hell of a
better person.”

“We were very proud of what we
were doing. We were very profes-
sional and we were basically the
frontline ambassadors for our
country,” he said, adding, “We
took our jobs seriously, and hope-
fully we did a very good job.”

Through sharing such experi-
ences in his speech Friday,
Stonevurgh hopes to instill some
more pride in his listeners.

“It was the same people that
went over during the Second
World War, Korea. and even the
First World War - they were just
like [today’s youth],” he comment-
ed.

“|The youth] are a powerful
force, and | am more than happy
to talk to anv of them 1o tell them
how important they are.”
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