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tetrapod: adapted for locomotion across land 
 
 
from a community within grooves of brain– 
single blip of neuron: 
    brain-bound hurdle they 
     say  
  i cannot 
         overcome 
 and here i am expected to stay.  
 
in their mind i only move if i evolve  
like bird, modify three fingers into wings, 
or snake, mutation to slither across thought,  
into anomaly, abnormality, somehow falling into  
tetrapod category. 
 
they forget those like bee, crab, protist, 
still move and exist beyond the label. 
i’m boxed into illness but wander outside to ask 
when an inchworm inches between reality and rationale, 
is the journey all in vain? 
 
what i mean to say: in process of losing my mind i’ve lost a need  
to be sorted on how i run into ideas and mental landscapes  
considered unavailable to me. 
 
they say i cannot be the tetrapod  
even if the way i roll / cajole / slip 
into consciousness is beyond them and  
     still i locomote 
      in my brain. 
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AMY WANG is a Chinese-Canadian interdisciplinary artist based on the unceded territory of the 
Syilx (Okanagan) Peoples. Their practice explores the overlap between queerness, disability, 
and cultural identity, all of which mirror lived experiences. Amy’s work has been published in 
The Garden Statuary and exhibited in IGNITE! Youth-Driven Arts Festival. They are currently an 
MFA student at the University of British Columbia (Okanagan). 
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