The Goose

Volume 15 | No. 2 Article 21

2-20-2017

Symbiosis Above the Arctic Circle

Yvonne E. Blomer
City of Victoria Poet Laureate

b Part of the Critical and Cultural Studies Commons, Fine Arts Commons, Literature in English,
North America Commons, Nature and Society Relations Commons, and the Place and Environment
Commons

Follow this and additional works at / Suivez-nous ainsi que d’autres travaux et ceuvres:
https://scholars.wlu.ca/thegoose

Recommended Citation / Citation recommandée

Blomer, Yvonne E.. "Symbiosis Above the Arctic Circle." The Goose, vol. 15, no. 2, article 21,2017,
https://scholars.wlu.ca/thegoose/vol15/iss2/21.

This article is brought to you for free and open access by Scholars Commons @ Laurier. It has been accepted for inclusion in The Goose by an
authorized editor of Scholars Commons @ Laurier. For more information, please contact scholarscommons@wlu.ca.

Cet article vous est accessible gratuitement et en libre accés grace a Scholars Commons @ Laurier. Le texte a été approuvé pour faire partie intégrante
de la revue The Goose par un rédacteur autorisé de Scholars Commons @ Laurier. Pour de plus amples informations, contactez

scholarscommons@wlu.ca.


https://scholars.wlu.ca/thegoose?utm_source=scholars.wlu.ca%2Fthegoose%2Fvol15%2Fiss2%2F21&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholars.wlu.ca/thegoose/vol15?utm_source=scholars.wlu.ca%2Fthegoose%2Fvol15%2Fiss2%2F21&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholars.wlu.ca/thegoose/vol15/iss2?utm_source=scholars.wlu.ca%2Fthegoose%2Fvol15%2Fiss2%2F21&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholars.wlu.ca/thegoose/vol15/iss2/21?utm_source=scholars.wlu.ca%2Fthegoose%2Fvol15%2Fiss2%2F21&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/328?utm_source=scholars.wlu.ca%2Fthegoose%2Fvol15%2Fiss2%2F21&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1141?utm_source=scholars.wlu.ca%2Fthegoose%2Fvol15%2Fiss2%2F21&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/458?utm_source=scholars.wlu.ca%2Fthegoose%2Fvol15%2Fiss2%2F21&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/458?utm_source=scholars.wlu.ca%2Fthegoose%2Fvol15%2Fiss2%2F21&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/357?utm_source=scholars.wlu.ca%2Fthegoose%2Fvol15%2Fiss2%2F21&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/424?utm_source=scholars.wlu.ca%2Fthegoose%2Fvol15%2Fiss2%2F21&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/424?utm_source=scholars.wlu.ca%2Fthegoose%2Fvol15%2Fiss2%2F21&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholars.wlu.ca/thegoose?utm_source=scholars.wlu.ca%2Fthegoose%2Fvol15%2Fiss2%2F21&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholars.wlu.ca/thegoose/vol15/iss2/21?utm_source=scholars.wlu.ca%2Fthegoose%2Fvol15%2Fiss2%2F21&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:scholarscommons@wlu.ca
mailto:scholarscommons@wlu.ca

Blomer: 1 poem

Symbiosis above the Arctic Circle

Hum at my shoulder blade
at the back of my neck

| stand between picnic table and car,
my son flips and wiggles inside our hot tent
bright lit where the sun does not set.

hum at my left knee near my lower back
hum by my right ear

| have stood under these low trees, washed

my hands in water pumped

from a river that runs to the Arctic, washed my dishes,
swatted at flies, told them to shoo.

hum near the top of my head my left hand my right foot

| have dipped my feet in water to cool,

chatted with the squirrel who ran past me lecturing,

and to the raven in the tallest of these small trees who cracked nuts with its tongue,
gargled, clucked, watched with its black eye and its bent beak.

hum by my elbow by my leftear hum

A dragonfly circles me, slowly

removes each fly that has entered into busy orbit round
the gravity of my heat and sweat.

Hum thensilence here and here and here

then a whoosh of air near my ear,

then nothing.

My son turns in the tent, the sun moves brightly in the midnight sky.
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