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The task of “this thesis 15 to sHow that from the mneteenth century o the present

Cathobe Sudial “Jeaching recogmized increasingly the need for soial jusuee 1n the
L —— -

~3

areas of Jabour and society. - e

LI
N e .

In order to do-this, I propose to research carefully the major official Church

documents on Cathohie social  teaching on humian labour from Pope Leo XIiI's

" Encvclical, Rerum Novarum (The Condition”of Labour), 1891, up to Pope John Paul

8.

s Encvelical Laborem Exetcens (On Human Work), 1981, 1 will also attempt to

a

‘detine what Catholic Social Teaching 1s and explain wWhat are the principles ‘which

-
make up.the social teaching of the Catholic Church--principles which are drawn

'

from scripture. concepts of natural law and the suences. Reference will also be

made to karl Mar® where his fphilosophy on labour 1s applicable.

»

lo support the position of the Cathohe Churdh in ats teaching on soaal ustice
i the workplade while at the same tume ginve thet posttion danty from my own

poant ol teew s Dawal]l Speak briety on ms evolution as o worker, o union steward,

and Cathedic Tovman. | believe thie s pecessars becatuse W hat [am today and how ]

teel about souial ustice tor the Tack of stl espeatadiy i the workplace. has ats roots
13 . - "
1 iy eathy traming and gradually. evolved.

Just as the Catholiee Church anosts wntings downo thiough the dpes has

consistenthv recopnized  the phight of the workers 1otow os o worker gradually

became aware of many Visible injustices 10 the “workplace, although Fwas relatively
4NN ] 1‘ ] ¢

powerless to do anvthing ahout them. ’ f

7
[

In developing my thesis, 1 will qgaw upon my thirty-eight vears' experience as

.

5 . ‘ -
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a member of

I
' |

| . [T
tclewmmumutmn he'lg‘ By referring 1o speetbic work-related  problems |

e
\

-,
thartv-four of, which were spent. in the

Canada™s  work-loree,

emountered over the vears, | “will demonstrate v\h\ there 15 such need éor souu]

DR ]
JUSUC?\]YI the \wrl\place and v.’h\ I as both € atholn and worker ulumately became

N

a strong advocate for some form of légal machmerv tu help résolve these problems.
- -

I will brieflv touch on some incidents that immediately preceded the majority

-~ .

- , '
vote for the Commumcation Workers of Canada (CWC) as the bargainming agent Yor

the Phone Company's craft am‘ clerical emplovees 1n place of the Emplovees

Assovation. As one of the first-union stewards and Chairman of the Pohtical Action

o v
Committee %1 the CWC, 1 will “relate ¢ tew ol the mdnv cases 1 resolved for

"

on had been able to do for this

fellow workers, in comtrast with what the Assou

group of workers. | will show. why | agree Wholeheartedlv with the Cathulic

Church’s present posiyon on and support af - the trade unon mevement as o vehicle
for soagl mstice i the workplace. 7. - .
’ ¢

.

Al the Popes with whom | wall be déahing, Leo NHL Prus N1 Prus N1 John

SN, Paul VE lohn Paul 1 clled tor'sonal justice 1 the worhplace and ady veated

. a
unions as bargainmg agents tor the worker. Therr wronngs and those of other
- + .
brithant Catholic dhurchmen and lavmen dgmonstrafe how the Catholic Church has
“ . J . e .
evolved 1h the area v soctal qustice and Tabour. 1tas this broader ( atholie support

[ ) ~
Fhus,

place as o waorker adyocate.

wihpch bas allowed me to find my .proper
- - L4

A\

.
;
autobigtaphieal reflection will provide the impetus which inspired me to analvze

Fhe papil encvihicals o the Catholic Churdh
) J + .

,
L
-
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-~ THE AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL INSPIRATION

'

u

My Iife experiences as both a Catholic and « worker provided the sigmificant context

“and setting which inspired me to investugate the evolution of Catholic social

teaching 1n the area of socia) justice and labour. These eaxperiences begun with my
. . h . -
origins as a rural furm boy of Highland Scottish. heritage, “whose muther taught

s

R

.sc‘hooﬂ prior to her marriage and whose father owned s own lobster fishing pear.

The .(‘atholiq Church was the focal pont 01- the small 1’1sh1n~g and farming
community around which our culture revotved. Those who vere not of - our faith
were readily assimilated 1 a verv comfortable manner. Bedsuse. I-was the eldest of
eight children and t‘hre:e gitls lulln\'\ed before the next son..l assumed many n-!' the
heav v Jhores around our small ;Lnrm. We were li‘l\\;\x comtortable: in lact; we even

had something lett to giWe 1o the less forfunate and my parents never turned

anvone @iy Shating was the sl norm an our seli-help Jommumity and

-
"

avcounted o she dose tomd that existed hetween 18 members. Out of this cultural
(

backpreuntl, with it many excellent rale modgls to emulate. | truly learned the

‘meaning of Jharity and compassion #or the needsoof  others. 1t was thns early

conditioning, | bel‘levue. that was to play o sigmitwant role 1n my ongoamng strugple

tor qustiee tor all especially m the workplace.

.

; {
€upe Breton Island where | hvéd was separatel from the mamnland by the

Strait o Canso, and *tor me 1t seemed that rural quiet way of hte sould go-on

forever. The extended. familv was evervwhere, with it accompanving support

svstem. and the emphasss was on the collective, rather than on the mdividual. The

4‘- V . 7~ T T
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“In the Communication 'field. . ’ - o a -,
e
- . * ({3 .
I left home m"seventegu vears of age and went to work in\a town some "i‘ ) »
° B s . L & ¢ ) .

seventy mtles awad where I became a charge hand n the Shipyards, Phter | worked

. . a
445 an ﬁeuncmn's‘ Helper for a contractor in Halifax. Thxs'e,\;dence opened the

wav to my beng hired by Northern Eiectriz. and writing my Electrician® license, 1(
which 1 ;nll heep renewed every vear. ’

1 remembér clearly my first dav oﬁ_ the b as.a\ con}n{unnmtlon worker. 1 was
Iired by Northern Electric as an  installer. 'l,he City of St Catherines was -
gaperiencing tts first wave of technology. The (itv’s telephone Communication

System would soon become automatic. St. Catherines was one of the first smalt

cities - OO0 at that time - Ontanie o change over from  the manual

switchboard where the operator once made the miterconnection  between  the

subseribers, along with passing on the locd ond sometimes serious news of the' day

A

My technologgeal knowdedpe at that 1ime was Wy himited. However, Northern

Plearnic apened up o brand new world 1o mie. s the work sas hth mnteresting .and

-

challengimg, something andlegous o returning to Umiversitn . The competition was
N ging ¢ ¥

heen and . the vouny men. manty vecently discharged  from war service. were
upwardiv mohite. The travelling n;mﬁ LA {EIWE AN Irnﬁw one small town o another.
was ot times lonely and disruptive, as there was constant change and adjustment to
new people und new situations. My last tine months with Northern were ‘spent un
the Mictowate system in Northern Ontario. away from my wife and friends. With

a possible three-vear stint facing me. I decided | had had enough. I had been nine

* «

%’8



change. R -

ot

Mv ant new efrplovment “contact s mgh LBM...and 1n fact, 1 hdd two or

- > !‘ -

-~
three mterwews and was dbout to write thelr techmul hmng test. 1 was also

considering the Phone C ompany, IheA parem (’ompanv of Northern l{lectrié but my

understanding was that there was—r s;x-month Vs‘utmi, pf:nod before one d uld be

rehired. Exen then. one had to wait five yvears before his service could be
. ) ! -
Meanwhile, there was o substantial cut 1n pav. But the gamns dutwezghed
and n due (()ur%.l Was working as a (Sentfa;g)l‘l‘rée technacian ;n oneL the maj(.\r
cities in (inﬂtarm. . ’ ‘ .
The " wav .of lfe at®the Phone C omi)an\' Was, myore settled afd  fanuly

—

- . -A “ i ] )
structured. and evervthing pointed “to a more stable wayv of lite. »lech ological
changes at the Phone Company were gradual until around 1966. The wirk was

n{terestmg, and generally. the Gompanv could be considered o pood emplgler. Alter

as Teronto,
"y

.

the mid-sivties with rapid population grodth in Major cities, sug
. * .

Montreal, Hamilton and London. new technology started to come to the scene. With

-

‘the technologiual revolution came o new management approach to business; that is,

(S

. -~
greater  productivity and more elticent methods  of wost-cutiing. With this

muovation, the Company ~embarked upen o new proggam of b redesipn und b

'

redeyelopment. o -

In the Central Oftice, the pb became move Uassitied 1n terms of monev. The

techpicians that did the trouble shooting and transmission tekTmg ol dreuitry, were

classitied as Class 1 gnd Class 2. There was o diflerence in pay. but tv mv,

knowledge the da’ic.l.ipg line berween these two classes Wus never clearly defined.

L] g ) "

< B .

]
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v o
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HE . o gy Dl s
The frame man whose b it was to connedt Central ()'h e, orcurtry ta the
: w4
. 4

- - - L - . [ -
customer’s telephone was dassitied as (Class 3 Hhs work was restricted to thg  rame
€p 3 ; . [

and his pay was- less than Class 2, and Class, 2 \\'as'paid les;;-tlian Class 1, my

-

Classification,” . ; - . . LT - -
Greater stress on in%kmg the b became a kev Companv lever of control and

efficiency.” Fér example, if the Central Office dropped below a 98 index. for the

P .-

month, pressure was accelerated. This index was based on the nurn.bzr of subscribers’

.

complaints per office per month. The amount of work done bv the téchmoans as

d *

well as any troubles inadvertently caused by them while working dn the arcutry

were recorded. All complaints were logg‘éd.‘lf the technician didn’t find the trouble

i

and 1t was repurte«;' again by the subscriber, this errof in judgment was easily traced
-y ’ i L. ’
\ia the tiket code and the coded trouble log match-up. - o )

. ) ] \ .
It wus the duty of the [1rst level manager. to' bring this error to the attention

* % . -

ol the techmieian and then record 1t 1n his Job Proghess Re;wl\ft. Everv three months,
one Mas walled into the manager’s office 1or an evaluation of atUtude. quahty and

' ¢
quantity of work, Lvers b assignment and every ticket had o time slot on it s i

+ -

way eusy for the manager 1o chech the tme taken on o smular phoby fellow o
L 3 . N

. R \
workers If one's b perforpance was nit up to the nranager™ expectations. one

-

couldde put on probation for sty monghs ot fonger. It o still didin't measure Tp. i

. . ’ L.
Could mearr demotion to Class 20 30 o1 fired Aliwst Ppanagers toed 't be reasomable
3 . . .

hut the threat Wwas regd. Al this added®we to gh  tension “and u feehng of

. ‘ -
alienstion and - lack” of trust. as one worker was pitfed  against  another.
I recall wheén | transferred to the particular Cenpral (e from where I was

. -
to reure some twelve years later, the pressure was intensgivEor example. a 30,000

! ' . 10 ) o

-




° b oad
- ’u' - L
Ime Central Oftwe n the lote filties apd earhy Sl\‘tle<:—"u\ maintaived by

approwmately twenty men. When 1 yetred fram the Company e vears ago in

1980, a stmlar 30000 Iine Central Office was maintained by five men and more
’ ’ L W

and newer technology was heing phased mto the operation.
., As the uiruuitr\‘;jgre\h in leaps and bounds due to the rapid expansion of .

customer hnes, the number of technicians was decressing. In fact, to make matters

* " . ’ - ' .
warse, for a period of time the frame man wes ehminated to cut costs, On evening

shift (210 p.m. a Central Office techniaan had to ‘sub’ as a frame man while

doing all his regular duties. These frames were approsimately seventy feet long and

3

twenty teet high. 1 had to run, connect, and test customer service urders that

vonnected the Central Offjce equipment to subscribers’ télephunm Some of  these
) ; o

“wires thit made intedonnect ,were sivty feet long, ample itlustration of all the

walking and climbing iders up and down and around thew huge Trames. If Ure

work load was espectatly heavs, | had to sty untyd all orders were completed. 16
. R ! -
addinion, 1 had to anewer valls from the test board for frame tedts, patch cords inta

‘trame arcuts, make necessary hine cuts on the frames Where pecessary, L og and

dispatch calls 60 the suburban Wile man and give s returns 1o the test board

~ .

B ® ]
.él\n. Ihad- e Tog amd cear repurted troubles g the Central Oftwe, give returns o

busy test board mah and Jear careunt alarins IHoany time temaned. D bad to de
.

equIpment routines. process amd sign afl paper works for which T was swcountuble

. -

o
r .
the tollowimyg dav. It 1 did make o mistake on the franes N hile working through

the order<. 1t put-a’heavy burden vn the Central IfTee techmican on Jduty on the
-

) N *

frame the tollowing dav. )

-

JWith so manv technological  changes, each one “leading up ty fewer jobs and

! 1
* . .
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Keener competition, to sustain what one had, 1t became evident to most that people

“were expendible and that lovalties didn’t count for much anvmore. This feehing of

msecurity began to spread i the very ea‘ﬂ\ seventies as Muany began to think in
b

terms 0 a legiimate trade union as-an alternatine to the Lmplovees Association.

Fhe Association had been 1n existeniee sinee 1949, end prior tu the technological
revu]utx;)n 1T appeared to meet the needs of the emplovees. However, with so many
technological- changes, s methods of negotizion on behalt of ‘the employees became
outdated. For example, the Association was committed ‘o a no-strike policy, and 1t

. ! -
based 1ts bargaining positior op a Company wage survev. There was no prievance

“procedure  that could be taken” through to arbitration. Instead, the emplovee's

complaint Wwas processed through meetings with Management. Withian agpressive
. -
management policy geared to greater efficiency, this discretionary approach beeme

vV unsatistactorv. Zonitg was another major issue of concern t the emplovees:

that 1. ditferent rates of pay for doing the same job o different areas. Job .

assification. which 1 oreterred to eather. compulsory overtime. and lack Wi Wape
»

panity with Westepn  Cagadian Telephone Compantes Were among  the many
- . L3

prohlems the workers faced.

As tension continded to mount over these unresolved 1ssues, more and more

.

Wworkers began to call for some teeth in the bargammng mechanim to help resolve

N -

them. Clearlv, the Assacation was no honger capable of domg the oh, In 1974, 4
sizeable .number of dissatistied workerd formed into twoe groups: namely, Exodus and

Bloo Actien. resulting 1n waves o ather members withdraw iny then membership

|

from the Assoaation. Exodus 1n Ontariv and Bloee Action Quebe. were internal

organizations of the Phone Company’s emplovees. commetted to the goal of replacing

o

12 .

i
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-

the Companv domimated Employees’ Assoctation with o legrumate trade upion.

On g personal level, | left the Assoviation in the mud-sisties and encouraged as

many as 1 wuld to do hikewise. | recall that 1 was a slow process to become

- . -
detached and have mv dues cancelled. 1 had been 4 umon member at Northern

-

" Flectre, and fully realized why we would eventuallv have to umorpg at the

Phone Company. After !:verul meetings between Exodus and Bloc Action. it was

agreed by the Commattee that the Communication Workers of Canada (CWC) would

best meet the needs of the Phone Company emplovees. In 1972 the CWC was not
\ -

considered o very poweriul umon. Un April 15, 1975, with the support of Laodus
and Bloe Action and a combined membership of 5000 potential CWC members, the

CWC Jaunched sts challenging campagn.

&

On September 30, 1975, the CW filed apphication for certification. The Phone

Company retahated by preventing the CWC Lrom organtzmg on Company, premyses,
L.

The CWC hiled-unfurr labour charges agamst the Company. | remember tlearly the

. .
day one of the f1rst Jocal orpanizers wime to see me of work. fle was promptlv told

I e Uuncertam terms by the manager to leave the premises. However, we were able

.

Beodiscuss dus mission 1n the parkang lot out o sight of the manager who did not

understand  the Jegahities mvolved.

°

e campaign continued and 1 April 1976, 14,000 (ratt and seryvice emplovees
|
wete certitied and on bebruary 4 1977, 4 collective agreement \“\u\ siymed,
retroative o December 1. 1975, The €W _recenned - @ lwn 1rom the ALmted
Steelworkers -vl‘ Amerwa, Which \;'45 used to et the Unwn through negetiation
stages at the Phone Company.

" Negotiations began for a second agreement in September 1978, and there weré

13

&4
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. 7
. \ 75 ‘ \

some major issues to be addressed. Dy this tigreg the Company had taken an

extremely hard hine. Some of the mapr issues were Wape parity with the phone
compantes in Western Canada, and an end to zoning, 1e. dilferent rates of pay for

domng the same jpb in different zones. Compulsory overtime and improvement in
halidavs were also major issues.

-
. {
I'he Phone Companv would not concede on anv of these 1ssues. 50 @ concthation
+ .

commissioner had to be appomted. His report was not satisfuctorv as he failed w0

\‘ .
address many of these majpr tssues in a satislactory manner. However, the Company

endoreed the report and refused to make uny further concessions. The CWC

hargaining commuttee recommended a rejection of the reporteand the membership

complied. The Companv’s posttion remamed firm; hence, rotating strikes “began

throughout Ontanwo and Quebec. The Company retaliated with ochouts. As g result
ol these lochouts, @ tull-strihe began on August 130 1979,

~

*

© o osteward 1 obecame very mvolved n the stiikes walking the picket lines
and 1 dady contact v the phone with tellow members and docad union ofhicials.
\Morsle remaned ighe the weather was pood. the oldel emplovees enpevad ther

Ireedom while many o the vounger emplovees had phtained part tme wha I

.

eatlv September. an Agreement was signed and without doubte 91 was o majo
victry for the CWE Wage panzty with Western Canada was achneved, zonimg was
- - »

elpinated. compulsory overtime was reduced trom eight hours o weeh to sinteen
. - .

hours every four weehs, and a minor concession was made on hohdavs. The call to

return to work was conctliatory and subdued. However o tew months after the

strihe, the sabers started tu rattle again and the push was on to retire the older
workers.

14 .
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Buring mv four vears af steward leading up to mv retirement. 1 am happy to

Say | resolxéd many problems tor the members, such as transiers o more ﬁu‘tahle
b locations,  upprading of Cindividudls to lngh.er‘gl wb Llaqqliic;;txons and 1ssues’
bertaming to the contract, such as overtime pax. EI‘L. Por example, there are times
when employees aré held back from upgradmg in thexr' ©b due to personality
confhets with Management and not because of lack of a%lm’, These personality”
conflicts 1f left uhresolved can lead to serious p:«wdmlogtcal problems for the
emplovee. | _ ' A . X

I recifti one speafic case wWhete both the manager and the emplovee had manv
gx;od yualtties. The emplovee was not laching in abilitv, but he did rub the manager
the wrong waev and vice versa. As the situation worsened, | was ashed by the
e:axp!cv\fee to act on s behalf, \\:hen I approached the manager. the posabihity ‘oi‘
demotion for the emplovee to Class 3 was looming large-in his mind. | am pleased
to sav that t}‘!mugh negottation with the emyluvee and the manager. | was able to

reconcile their difterences, | persuaded the manager "t prve the emplovee an®

opportunity to upgrade himselt Trom Class 2 to Clase Tand T work 10 an area that

-+
(24 ~

He wished to pursue.-He had esperience m L\ repair prior o juning the Company,

aw Shall ~h:ghl\ destyable 1 his drea ‘nt ;;urqult. but ane which the manager had

meertoohed. One o the older emplovees w d\l\]dlt’d far retirement m the neay future, )

and t was agreed that this vaung man he given o dmﬁw‘n-‘tmm under lim and
: i

eventualiv replace him 1t he proved successtul within the tinte period agreed upon. |

’
wontacted the prispectinve retiree. and he assuted me he would help thos voung man
m every way possible. The voung fellow was eager to learn and within the time

period allotted was reclasstfied to Class 1 and 15 still a productive ‘emplovee at this

5

&



level. -

N .
I remember another older plovee whom 1 helped. He had been on amd oft

probation tor vears. Whil€ 1n Central Office on the frame he did an eacellent b,
“but as soon as he was transterred outside where he had encountered problems,

previously, the problems began to recur. When | entered his hfe as o steward, he -

[ERN
l

had received a very intinudating letter fTom his second level m:mz;ger‘ nanung his
retirement date within the following three months. 1 explamned to The m.jn.nger that
I telt | could u:mp]emem the grievance prmgdure‘ to have this man reinstated, but '}
would préfer o resolve the problem t}irouglx negntwtu/mc. I was acquainted with the |

. . -
fn{t level manager for whom this fellow worked. and he agreed to give the man «

4

chance to redeem himseli. J brought the two of them together and let them discuss

iy . . v N .
thetr difterences freelv. | felt the emplovee was prven too heavy a.workload, but he

Wwas also at Fault tor disregarding some of the Company's safety rules. The emplovee

agreed 10 abide bv the safety rules, «nd, the manager 1n turn agreed to reduce his
A\

workload. The emploved also agreed to leave o memo on his mahager’s desh
3
W henexer o o problem arose to heep the manager 1n the pretare. The emplovee was

¥
¥ .

reinstated, and within ¢ few months s effiaency went up and’hr bedame o happh.,

productive emplovee. When his neat personnel reviewn camie up, he was taken oft
. -

probaten, here were others for whom T had- negotiated transters within the area

.

Central Oftices tor héalth Teasons, ete. Another, man, whom 1 helped relocate in o
.

speaitic wh more suttable to s abibities, remains o gratetul tniend and s H}?"%&h a v
k4

tarst-rate b for the company. .

During mv sunt as steward for the OWC L plaved @ part an having. a call-out
clause written mto a ngw contract. This problem surfaced when a- highlv /skilled

16
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Yo >

. i - ‘ ,
terhmu;u‘,,\ wus telephoned at his home to help a call-out man dear o trouble. The

4

following dav, this technioan ashed his_tirst level manager 1 he would pay him o
- i £

strpend of wne-half hour for e service he had rendered. a service which had saved
. » he

the Company another call-out. The manager mformed him ‘har there was no clause

~ i

- i . .
n the UHIOA contract that would allow him to do this. We grieved the issue to the

|
fourth -level]
'

" X /
agamn theyv referred to the contract. We lost the grievance, but in the/ nest contract, a
1 . ‘

managérs who agreed that there should be some compensation, but

’ -
clause was added to cover such- cases.
N |
| . .
I might add here that 1t 1s not easy psychologically for an employee to put 1n a

~

grievance or complunit aganst his supervisor, nor 1s it easy for the steward to

- M ¥ .
process such o grievance or compluint. For example, a stegard culd -be working for
4 Very unreasonable manager and have to defend one of his co-workers. These ‘kind

of men den hike to dose -even when they are wrong. Without the grievance

Procedure. the wntten and oral complamt. and the legal machmers of the umon to

assint the steward, he could 1)(‘( mn a \:n‘\ compromising and precatious pmmnn‘.md
from me was, on o lew oweastions | lvell thut the upin '\\d\ nivselt alane and the

. e
Upparatus structure and power were miles away. It 8 very ean lur‘thc emplovee™s
problem to become vour own in more wavs than one.

v admiration ha: alwass been high for those emplovees=w ho came tarward
with a légmmate case. My first duty was alwavs to advise the emplovee w hether
or ot he had o legitimate case. It 1 wasnt sure, 1 consulted union of 1 1cials w ho had
more expertise than 1 on such matters. Also, 1 always asked the emplovee 1f he had
dlﬁcusset.} the. 1ssue with the manager before coming to me. Sometimes the employee

a

17
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. - ) . A R ’ )
didn’t -po o lis manager first. 1T st were o minor ssue, I otold the emplovee to

‘—j//' mform the manaper e had talked 1o me and 10 many instances the minor prgblem
- - A - o

was resolved or just Taded awav. ‘ -
/ In summung up, the Company policy does affect the relationship between the

management and the emplovees. Howe\\n, n recalling mv manv vears of experience

i

. s )
as 4 worker at the Phone Company and elsewhere, 1t was the first level manager

that usually made the difference. Iff he was a fair man whom one- could tryst and a

- - o " N -
‘ man with a sense of compassion, he could make a hard job seem easy. 1 worked tor

such men and thev not onlv got the respect of the men. but a good wbh done.
. ‘ -~
Conversely, a good steward who does is homeworh ¢nd whose obgective 1t s to get

the best deal tor the emplovee he 15 representing will also win the respect of the

men and an mehe o tremendous difference 1 umon-management  relations.

.

However. a steward can -win vone vicory and lose the battle. | otried never to pin a
- >

S

< mManager into a corner, and have lim lose face. My union traming i thus respect
was very helptul Onoissues pertaiping to the contract. and wherte a grievance 1

necessary, shill i wWnting up the grievance 1s vers impartant, Refernmy to specitic

Tandotelesant ddauses n the wontraed s lantamount o o WINMRE o s

————- —

Foreel thar onlv about ten percent ol ol mamagers wn be categorized  as
mmpessihle cases. It s wntortunate that such’ people do rise o postions of - powet.
Then tunnel viston has set up many o roadblock that could have beent avoided. Such
men o> a rule prefer to follow the letter rather than the spirit of the law and

>
. many tmes go Well bevond what Company policy dictates, In facts thes become @
law unto themse]ves.

I have been a working man all myv lite and not a psvchiatrist. Nevertheless, |

18
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do wish there was some diagnostic device for screening such minds and an <o doing
, ?

sate the misery they bring to thgn' unfortunate subvrdinates. | teel contudent that
L -

the workplace and society $n general would be a more humane and just place -to

work and live, were this the case, Technology can be a dangerous tool when ased to

give such people the balange of power,
: |

What 15 the . pres state of heafth of the CWC” 'For this information |

recently taped an nterSiew | had with a W national representative, who is a

¢

gradugte in Socology from Waterloo University. He made some very interesting

pomnts on union matters. With regard to the CWC and the Phone Company, he said
. A -~

1t was the older and mdre_consertqtive emplovees who led the campaign to organize

the CWC. We discussed zoning pru'u’ to the strike. He telt that zoming gave the

Companv tremendous control over the worker. With its ehmination by the CWC
- N % o v . . .
strike, the worker was given more tlembihty and freedom to mote 1o o mure
@ v
surtable location without sulfering a financtal loss

I asked lim how high tech wos atfecting the work loree ot the, Phone

. - &
5 3
Company. s reply was that there Were 2000 fewer umon menthers due #eoolder

anes retirimy and not bemy replaced. He dl%[‘t“hd‘d the popllar ndton that unons

oy — —

e _ e - . .
cruse T tatm “He sandhirst umions batgan for Tast sear’s cost of hving, with the

“hope of projcting 1o o three vears down the road. (il prices and higher interest

rhtes ares the mador wontnbuting weuses of antlation.” Reyarding the possibility ot
tuture stribes at<the Phone Contpany. he telt that the emplovee would not go out
* : A}

on strnike for somethimg he noghit get. but if he began ta Jose those benetits already
fuu%_fﬁt for and won. this would be another matter. We discuseed the future of
unions and | asked him 1f there was anv real danger of their being lepislated out of

19



© o governttient backed by big business exerts enough pressure. We have only to'look

+ at what President Ronald Reaga
, e ) .
DavisTih Ontario when he took gway the right to

{’ Al
. 3
3
enistence. He believed that this 1s a real possibihiy. . .
- ! : . . s
+ According to 1980 Statisties Capada, only 30600 of Canada’s work lore 18, .
untonized, and there 15 always the danger. 1n mv opjnion, ol unions beum, outlawed »

n did tn the United States in retahationd to the Air

Traftfie Controllers strike-or Bill
. e TAgE ;

strthe from theCivil Service emplovees as examples of this. )

. . o

a through/

]
\‘\‘" "y .
The umon 15 a highly visible pressure group, and the press and med:

.

-

thetr adverse publiaty have propagated 4 very antr-umon btas i the minds of the
< -

public. | recall when we were on strike. | spoke with 4 television crew -member

T

who was on the picket hne ux\ermé the strike. He said verv Dittle, but the
inflection 1n his. voe and)le hostile look 1n his facial eapression spoke louder than
, : :

%

words.
Bishop Remnt De Roo. Charrman of  the Canadian Bishops Soaal  Atiairs
: ‘ L
Comnussion, which stronghy ‘attached  government and business polives on the

cconomy an hanuary 1983 with ats Lihical Reflections on the. foonomic (risiss

.

made a strong delense of ;unmons i1 his recent bomly to about 600 Ontarne Separate

School teathers. He warned of the Vicous anui-union propaganda” in the media and o

©

‘poetiv-concealed movement to 1ind scapegoats and to break unions and assecidtions
by patnting to human weahness” *It this 1s allowed to happen.” he sard, ‘the working

torce will once again be at the mercy of corporate power and we will -tind

1
wurselves re-reading Dickens.
' e - .
Ay oantent an this thesis 1s not to single out the Phune Companygy nor to try to

put it 1n « bad hght. }am pnlv writing out of mv own evperience & a worbher and
20
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~

.

umon steward. 1 have talked to manv others who work for both larpe and small > .
. 7 . -

. companies, and for the most part. thev have lared no better. The company 1 worked

for was probablv as good as. possibly even better, than most companies when 1t s

wmes to coping with the new electronic high technology vis-a-vis the outmoded

equipment of the recent past. However. as long as the profit motive and competition o ‘
L . '

.

~ are the prime movers of business. and technology continues u; take precedence over
people. there will ulwa:vs -be soug] mjustl»u;x in _ the- workplace md“‘in sodiety.
Since tM-focus of my thesis 15 on ("a;holu Social Teaching on Social Jhstlce and
szbo;xr. ret‘erencés to ‘m\\' own work exﬁenence serve the purpose of providing a

personal context out of which | will examine_the papal documents relating to_sogial
by : S

o °

justice” in Jabour matters. TFoward that end, the following chapter will describe the

origins  of modern Catholi social teaching from 1830 to Lee XHI's watershed  °
encvelical Rerum Novarum,“and will mulu&e a brief analvsis of the theologial bases

of social Catholicssm. In such & wav, the transivon will_be nyade from personal o

- historical contest, ) ’ *

“

'3 .
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CHAPTER 2

. - v - :
THE ORIGINS OF MODERN CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING

Y

[}

'l)nd the Church alwavs have g social teaching, 61 was it onlv woncerned with the
saving of souls® The Cathohie Church teaches that 118 social docirine can be traced to
the message of 1ts founder, Jesus Chrst. ﬁ\‘ note this 1 his wmmand\‘ment that
we love one gnother as ﬁe loved us and that we do unto others as we wou]d—huve
0;}1er< do unto us. In the New 'l’gstamént: Christ sad  that He did snot come <o

change the OId Law but t(;\perte(i it. ¥he Old law called for an eve for an eve and

a tooth for a tooth, but Christ’s New Law 15 one of chuqnt\' and justice. The Gospels -

also contain  teachings on riches and Merty, the estabhshment of human

?

community, and the use agd distribution of the earth's.harvest for ull mankind. The

Church dlso draws the concepts of 1ts social doctrine from the Old ‘Testament and
e .

From 1ts notion of natural law. On the socal level, a2 most important place must be
aweorded fo the prophets whu denounced mustice, proclaimed the rights of the poor

N
1 -

and owlv, and preached socal and rehigwous ustice” “The early Pathers ot the
Church applied these truthe and values o sime of the soctal sssues of therr time.
Drawn through the ages, the Church wnwrnc%i 1sell trequentiy wath works of

) t
charity and nterceded to the rnich and powertul on behalt of the poor and the

dispossessed. Undortunately. there were sttwations in which the Church tatled to act.

However, modern (atholic soual teachiny wan be dated tfrom about 1830 1 -

Francé. It emerged m response to the abuses of the Industrial Revolution which
L
began 1n Lngland somewhere around 1750, and from there spread «tv a4 few

northwestern European countries, such as France, Germanv, Belgium, and also the

.

22
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United States. Paralleled with this was the nise of economic -hiberahism, that is, the

©

»
o

phifosophy of self-interest in the pursuit of wealth i the marketplace. Lasses-fare
Capitalism, the abundance of cheap lubour and new technology made 1t all pussible.

This individuahstic new ¢lass of entrepreneurs Was supported by such renowned

. \ - -
theonsts as John Locke, Adam Smith. Thomas Malthus and bavid Ricardo.

IS

* A< 4 result of the Industnal Revolution and lm&?é/-fulre Capitahsm, the

industrial labouring masses worked and lived 1 deplorable conditions. Whether 1t be
England. France, Germany, or the United Stétes, ‘the grim storv Was the same. in

England. fur example. men, women and children worked up to mnety hours a week .

.

i inhuman conditions. “From* the agé of 'seven, children in factories had to work
& ‘- . -
twelve to fifteen hours a day (on night) siv days ¢ week, at best 1in monotonous

toil, at worst in a hell of buman cruelty. The tale never ended of fingers cut off

and hmbs crushed in the wheels. Foremen's wages depended on the work thev could

b ¥

. . .3 . . - .,
get out of therr charges. ™ In Prance. the working day was as long as seventeen - .

>

. & .
hours, and - the United States. the workmg dav in the wtton mills was from

sunmse toosunset. There was no legislatidn to protect the nghts of the workers 1n

-

shy o these wapttahistic countries. The soual upheaval and human suftering caused

M opreed and the profit motive aroused the wongern of informed and saaalls-minded

Cathobies. . ‘ .

~— .

The Catholie socrel movement began as 4 cou eT-cultim:\ movement m lrance

. J
somew here around 1830, It involved otk Loty “and cler

&

2\, drederic Ozanam,

founder of the SU \tncent de Paul Sooety. did much in the was of charitable

worhks to help the poor and the destitute. He also saw and advocated the need for u
Iiving wage and the right of workers to organize, There were others, such “as. La

-
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9 ot ’ " . *
Tour du Pin"and Comte Albert de Mun who started labour and “empln\*er study

duhs m the hope of endmé class ﬂn(ieremes and hrmgm:__ Christian \alues into

industry, as well as societv at large. A Catholic layman by the name of de Coux

-

5

Was active 1n the trade union movement, and Lédréuille became known as the

-
-

workers' priest. These men through their efforts tned to b‘rm;f change and improve
R . .

- “ - 4 ‘

the lot of the destitute and the working poor, .

. 1

’ ' .

Impressive as this movement wias, 1t ‘did suffer from some serious drawbacks.
For one thing, 1t 1nvolved only a minonty of French Catholics. And, with a couple

- - _ H 3 ~ -
of, notable exceptions, 1t had litile help from the hierarchy. Also. 1in the latter half,
: ) |

of the nineteenth century, the movement suffered from a resctionarv government -

.r' \

- o e

which largelv co—optcd the hner‘arcp\ I its bdttle agamst ‘soctalist movements.

Lnder these rcumstances: it is not ‘dtHuult to sy mpath;k somewhat with people
| -

‘% who were bound 1o react to the extfeme ann-(‘lms‘.uun and anu~clericat rhetorie of

r o ~ ,
‘ .

most soctalists,

.‘, "o - ‘

. - - I . s : ’ .
The Jeaders of the §rench Revolution were largely. Weological and neophytes in

|

politcal pragmatism. Due 107 Abselute Monarchy o | ranee, the Jeaders .of the

R - .y ‘ .7 M
Revolution, as well ao the people. had very Dirtle evpenience 1n deahng with the
- ) . g

cmples, problems of government. Their hrand of | Hberalism soon became milrtant

N ‘e

" |
and upcompromising. and as a result. a1t has had o divisive efféct on the French

| N -
4 +

people even to the present day. One o‘]l‘ thé prime objectives of thé | rénch Rev olution
saas to abolish clerical privileges. - !

W

Fhe confiscation of  churdh property soon followed. \When these moves met

- N
. . . .

with opposition, the revolutionists went still further, and tried o set up-d state
church of their own. By an act known as the Civil Constitution of the Clergy, the

24 4 .

&

e

w



N )
: §
. - R N - . . M
) , exercise of dencal tunctions was legally restricted to priests who would swear
+ : . . . . T
allegranice to the Revolution rather than to Rome. This had the unfortunate effect of
“ . - . i -’
N . 4 turmpg  bberalism  and  Chnstamty into rival doctrnes, and  of forang  all
P & . 3
s - . Frenchmen to chouse between them.

.

‘ﬁw farth ava« still strong enough m many o the people, and they remained

‘ ~ - By -

. $  iwthful. Freedom and liberty were the hue and cry in the u&scmbl@;f:y for
the chosen ones. Absolutism and  industrial liberalism ~ brought¥an en
'=|

Christien era of “collectivity. Freedom for the intellectual and the irresponsibie

capitalist bgcam'e the ndrm, while the oppressed and the impmenshed mdustrial

Ll f
workers ceffied their voke °
e .. ‘g' The Catholic social movement avas much more dvnamic 1n Germany under the

leadership of Bishup Von hetteler. In 1864, Von Ketteler published an Ymportant

.

: document alled The Labowr Question and Cluisiianity which oM attracted a wide
‘

% .

v - b
hallow g, In the moneenng stages of souial Cathohesm i Germany, Von ketteler

b

principles to wombat the destructise inftuence ot andustrial biberalism. Due to ats
) ;'
pgaer. he wac apposed o state antervention i such marters, i

Je soon found out that gpder the prevailing Grcumstances his corporate soctal
I o - <
.o

. . arder  was imprectical. To alfetiate human suttenng and soudl inustice, he

- - . eventwally supported ndustrial Jegislation and Fhe trade union mevement as the

Kt
> M

' . . . ) .
. onlv sslutions w the social and economic ssues of hie ume. Phrough his support ol
. » .
satal legislaton and his Christiun concern for the oppressed. he awcomplished a great
d [

+ deal. He also mfluenced priests t fallow w his footsteps. Men such as ].Adolph
- " oo
kolping founded a <hain of homes for voung “workers, and a man by the name of

Nt
« +

-

- : 25 L
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optedd 1o an assemblv of workers and swners win were puided by’ Chnistian |
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Franz Hitze orgamzed the Catholic Labour Movement. Fhe Jaitv: plaved o very actve

role m the Catholic soual movement n (ic'srmun\: and many of the scal prinaples
. o )
that Juter became off1aal Catholic soual dotnne began with this movement. At a
later date. l‘ops Leo XII referred go Vol hetteler as ‘my great predec::ﬂ:
Iven England. the cradle of the Industrnal Revolution, producedNs own brand -
of sucial Cathohosm. When m;iusm;.hsm began 1n Britam, the Catholikommunmty

consisted of some 200,000 souls. The priests were few tn number, and apart from

the works of chanity, the Chureh’s influence was of lhittle consequence. However, by

>

1850 the Catholic population had grown to somew here around 6N, Ths sudden

increase - the Catholic population was due to the potato famine 10 Ireland, Waves
o
. “

of destitute. 1lliterate farm labourers came to kngland in search of work, They soon

became todder for the industrial machme. Cardinal Nicholas Wiseman spoke out

about the grindimg poverty and the living conditions of  the poor W ho had to live

' N . ow-odhs’ R - .
the back atlevs near Westmungler and within earshot ol the powerfully rich. T

suceessor, Cardinal AMannig did much for the wuse of the workmg poor. His

Christan appeal was met with o goog deal of appositron. and many wnadered  him
hS . - ) X
o dangerous Suciahst. Through his persistent eltorts he was able to brng about o
tavvurahle settlement of the 1889 duck ~strike
!* -~
Shifting to the Amerncan scene at the end ol the Revolutionars Wy, the

. N . .
Clathali pnpu‘l;ntmn of the Umited States was 50000 most of whorn were planters:

and o few merchants, Due to soual upheatals 1 burope and the frish lamine, the
- v -

- A *
Catholie population ba the 1900< Lad grown to SO000000 The mapnty of them

settled m the northern industrial Ottes and towns. Cardinal Gibbons. Archbishop of
Balumore, did much to promote the partiapation of Catholes in the knights of

?
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Labour. There were others such as the philosopher-publicist, Orestes A, Brow nson

'

. .
(1803-76) and the muisswnaty priest Isase I Hlecker 11519-88) who worked hard to

pramate the cause of socl justice for the workthyg American poor: All of the people

&

4 »

. 3 X
muolved 1n the CGathohe Social Movements in the nineteenth century were

reformers, but thev differed in their views as to what direction reform should take.

Rerum Novarum adopted, in general, the_Ajews of the Cathohic ‘left’ of that

time. 1e., the positions reached by the later German Movement. It also réhed heavily

.

on a statement of prmaples that had been adopted by leaders of the various

.

movements When they met at Freiburg n 1856 and 1888, The German Movement
for the most part i\ud prevailed 1 having its views adopted by most of the leaders
n the Cathohe Soual \‘l(v\*ements of ‘other éoumnes. by 1888. ) i

With respect to s values. modern (,‘i-llh()li( Socd] teaching is founded on the
dignity of man and his role in soctetv. Tins teaching mav be summarized as follows:
Man s more than ust an anmmal. He 1; created with an nm;mrwl squl and rared by
God to the highest level of life on earth. Bewause of s free will and his abihity te
Peason, Man 15 subdt lu'hﬂlh rights and duties. Just as God has created ald thmgs on
earth 1o serve man. He has created man te serve His Alaker. These concepts ol

natural  law are lundamentdl o Cathohe ocdl teachimg on human digmity,

Chrstian dictrine goes hevond this natural-Law concept of human” dignity, The

Christaan 1s spoken of as the adopted son af Gud. the temple of the Holv Spint. and

adupted brother of Chrst. He shares through grace the very e of Gud i o«
misterious manner, and he s walled o eternal vison with God  in heaven.
Conseguentlv. no one mav with impunity outrage the digmity of man, which God

+

Himsel{” treats with preat reverence . . . .

-
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L.

Truth 15 an on-going process and Catholic social teaching s lso evolving to

meet the needs of the times. Therelore, according 1o the Catholie Church’s sociad

doctrine, man has-a right o live a hfe befiting a human bemng. He has the
God-given mgght to marry, to have a family. to provide for them Eh\e necessities of
life «and 1o set aside something for the future. At preseni, the means to this end is

through work. Thus. the right to emplovment 1s critical. The Church believes that

this same Divine plan operates todav on

of 'suftering humamty tw try to
night the injustice of gnequafity 1n social afd econonjic affars. Her duty is to change

the hearts of men and fulfill her rMlgsas educitor -of men’s conscience i this

4
modern industrial and ted-m&lugiut] age. Tthe, mn briet are the essential Cathohi

behefs out of which papal social teaching was constructed. However, before one wun

examine these doctrines with any depth, it is essential to describe brieflv Marist

-

T analvsts,
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~ - €HAPTER 3 : i)

v b

MARXIST ANALYSIS IN PERSPECTIVE

'
B

'

-

Betore examiming the Church's soural encyvilicals beginnmg with Leo XUI's Rerum -

I . .

Novarum, 1891, which lud the foundation for Cathohie teaching asu social science,
1t 1S necessary to describe karl Mary’s analysis of society which plaved 1ts role

the emergence of Leos encyihical. Winle concerned Cathols tried to alleviate the

sutférmg of the industrial labouring masses, harl Mars was also laving the
N ¢

groundwork for his powerful philosophy of work. He“'was twenty-three vears old

when he received his Doctorate of Philusophy Trom the Unnersity of Jend 1n
Germany. He also hved a short period of uume 1 Brussels and Paris and then moved

S - 4 t ' .
to Fogland. In the latter hall of the nineteenth century, the industrial aties ol
England became his latfratryand the remander of his hitg was spent studving,
rci.car«hmg. and wrnining ot the Britsh Museum--his subgect, the nature o human
work and soctety, His most tamosus work was the € ammunist Manij;&/o W ritten n
1546, 1t mas o sworching indickment against caprialist explotation of the industrial

worker.

Phitlosophicallv, Mars analvzed and observed how  latsses-lane capatahism hid

(regted o warped, hizarre world for the industrial working class. Alse he noted that

.

the worker did not tully understand the root cause of his phght--that s, that he

3

was serving a svstem rather than the other way around. Mary reasoned that due w

s

the worker’s povertve his labour became compulsors and thus self-alienating, Vary
argued, that the worker through his labour and the profit 'mutn:e created capital and
the capitalist but, in the process, failed to create himselt as an individual. Also he

| .
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myintained that the totaditv of Tovety was shaped by the on-pong historical provess
of Lthour, and that the mapr Torces of change 1 a sodety ortginated in 1ts economy,

‘Hence, Marx™s major economie criticism of the sweretv 1 which he hived turned
- »

on the eaplortation. ol the majorsty, the proletariat, by the minonty, the hourgeoiste.

His concern was not purely etonpomic but was Ler;t_cred on the extent to which the
system kept  proletanans from ever fulftlhin® thewr potential as individuals.”

Mary also reasoned that our human \\'(\T]Ll 15 mnterconnected and that we «annot
fully ‘understand our mnstitutions and their role 1 souety apart from the economic
svstem x;1 which thev function. He also saw that people are formed by the society
m which they hive, and thev cannot be changed_unless the souiety that shapes them
15 changed. According to Maray ‘Man’s consciofdrfess changes with everv change

-

.+ the conditions of his material existence, in his social relations, and ' his soual life.”
: Mary was also dearly aware of the importance of work m the hife of man. He
mantained that the working man had the right and the ability 1w be fully human.

[ 4
) Mars delmed man as an ammal that works and stated that he ditfered from other
animais bevause he could retlect on what he had done. Throdgh his ability to reason,

. 4
man ould change the work process and thus mmprove os dot an Dite. He alse

s

hJ

reasoned that man wuld be tulhilled thiough s work and thus become muore
Chuman. Mary believed that ihdustrigd capitaliem had mverted this process. U nder
Capitalism and due to the prodit motive. 1t tas the machine that contmlled the
«%dus‘mal worker. Jt was the machine that <et the pace of the worker and sot the
\thhcl way around, and as a result the s orker becomes a living pertorning machine.
Further Mary maintained that the demon was not 1n technology but 1n the economic
system. ('nder these circumstances man could never be suh_yec} of his labour but

2



instead onlyv 1ty object and thus dehumanmzed 1n the process,
In hic onuque on human Kok and socetv, Alary went to preat length to pont
out that industrial, apitalism «aommated and shaped souety to the detriment of
much that was humane and just. Marx’s analvsis of society show}d great msight
mtv the phght of the industrial worker and the root cause of the svcial ills of his

time and ours. How ever, 1t should be made tlear that his atheistic 1deology was in

N K A L ; L
direct conflict with the Church’ social teaching, as 1t was based on the premnses

that man 15 the highest form of being for man and that ¢ Supreme Being does not

exist. ) v

Mary helieved that as o result of technology and modern production methods
there would be an abundance of gonds and an end to scaraty, but he never heid 0;1[
the possession of muaterial goods as the goal for man. Nor was it his belief that the'
abundance by itselt would bring about suuul pease. Such views held great appeal

.

for radicat soial theunsts as well as the growmg working Jass morement
burape. ('unseL]uehtl\' Pope Leo™s Rerum Novarum emerged in the multiple comtents
of the industrial revolution. Cathobe social reform and mihtant \tarviem.  Fhe

encichical Would bear the stamp of all three-as well as Leo’s own personal msights,

)

NOTES = -,
L} ! .
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. CHAPTER 4
LEO XNl - THE REFORMER 1878-1903 —

N — .

—
—

latter half ul/th;ynm?t?'énth century were also of grave concern 1w Leo XL Long

-The social issues which concerned Kaxl Mars and Catholy social teachers during the

.

belore he was elected Pope-in 1878, he made 1t yuite clear that he was on the side
ol the Catholic retormers and jontly against Soctahism on the one hand- and the

deals of economic hiberalism on the other. He was a scholarlv. man w ho had studied

- .

under the Jesuits and had taken his Doctorate- in Canon Law. He s also well

infurmed on the writings of the Fathers of the Church and the dmtr‘me:c. of Thomas
Aguinas.

In 1843, Leo was appointed N\unuwe to Brussels and w hile'theré: he withessed
the sucgally mmmrai ‘erle“cts of unrestramed (‘apltahs‘m.‘ Alse he had the opportunity
to tour bnpland, Urance and e Germany and o see Nt hand the same pattern

of expltation and sullernng mthicted vn the many I the few.

~

bunny s thirty vears m Perugia. be continued w updicte imeelt and <how o
)

deep concerh tor the suttenng intlicted vn the men, women and dhildren who had

bevame no more than cogs an the grant industrial machine. In his 1irst Lenten letter
N b ¥ © ¥ )

a5 Bishop of Perugia he denounced the abuses of the wirent economie svstem and

proposed two solutions: intervention ol the State 11 secular matters and o return o

“the laws of God and the Church on matters relating to lath and morals.

When Leo XIII was elected to the Papacy 1n 1878, he was faced with the

Ll
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monumental tash of updating the Church mte the twentieth century. Hie dream

was to reconctle the Churdh with the madern, technologial age of his time. The old

Jeudal, soaal and economic order which “the Church had so long been adentified
with_and could appeal 1o on behalt ol the ;;om' Was hecoming a vestage of the past,
espécmlly i industrnal Western Europe where 1t was stripped ol “almost all 1ts
mfluence by the modgm industrial bourgevisie. \ -

Lec was aware that many of the working class could now read and wrnite and

were in no mood for paternalism. They were living n industnal cities and towns

.

and were fully aware of the contrast in life stvies between themselves and the

»J

privileged few. By the late 1880% the disciples of Mary had established sounalist
: )

parties 1n several Western European countries and were spreading his ideology of 4
- - . ~ +

%

classless ~siety among the working dass. The Luropean workers had almost one
: - N

hundred vears of explotive industrialism behind them and many of them were

becoming wamp followers of Marvism. The chances of revolution were beconung

verv real, snd Pope Leo was hecommg mcreasinglv disturhed that through souahist

«

propaganda and the abuses of Capitalism. these indusinel workers ctld be oot to

L]
Chrstiamity, 1ol generaipns b come,

s

P ven more destiuctive Were the anatchiasts in southern and gastern Lurope, who
r

aimed 1o destroy eveny \exngf' ot the Hourgeas World ..o They had swelled into

{

an army that was divided i polu\" but unved m 1iydetestation ol Caprtalism and
W
m sts seorn for 1ts Cally) rebigron. . : s
On the politicalpscene, the Church had- lost mueh of ats influence. Rome had
‘ -
been annexed by the Kingdom of ltlv 1 1870, and Jtaly was busv absorbing the

powers 1t had tahen away from the Church. Its hostihity to Catholseism was keenly

34
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v

felt. T'he pro-Cathohic French bmpire had been overthrown as a ‘result of the
Franco-Prussan War “and o Third ‘kf{’m set up wWhich was hitterly anti-clerical.

Many Catholic states wefe being absorbed 1m a Protestant German Empire under

¢
“ -

‘Bsmark. and an attempt .was being made to”torce all German Cathplics to break
-

awav from Rome. *-

Immediatelv upon becoming Pope n 1878, Leo began addressing himself through

4 series of encyvclicals to the pulmcg] and swial ills: which he had inherited. On

CApnl 21, 1878, his sery Tirst encvelical Inscrutabili “Dei dealt with the present ills

of society. This document spoke of the materiahistic world with 1ts contempt for the
authority of the Church. He was concerned especially with how materialism had

underhuned the family, the very foundation of societyv. His next encvihical, Quod

Apostolici Muneris. December 28, 1878, dealt with marriage and private property,
whith he considered the pillars of scaety. He made 1t clear that thuse property

eV opers Whoe are prosperous dre bodnd under mortal sin 1o help those tn nedd. On
v . {

August 4 1879 Acterni Pdiris was rssued. Here he proclamed  Thomas Aquimas as

the mest authuoritatine of the Church teachers and recommended that avil soctety
‘v

’ .
rerurn to the teachings of Aquinas’on such 1ssues as the common good: In Arcanton
Divinae  Supientiae. Pebruary 10, 1880, leo concerned himsell agamm with the
importance of marriage and the present destruction and disregard for 18 sacred bond

as well av the tdr-readhing amplicauions on the family as an institution. In
T o<

Diatwrnum llud tune 29. 1881, Leo addressed the issue of the authorsty of the

.

“State. According 1o the Tathohie Church, the unvil guthonty of the State had 2

diving ongin. and at the moment s rouvts were being questioned or denied. This

-
opened the door to the destructive philosophies of\Q)mmumsm. soctalism  and

¥
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nihihsm. Liberalism became the issue of his encvilial Libertas, lune 20, 1888, He

! .

went directly to the pant. ..ot was hberalism wineh had brought forth one of
’ -
the niost coercve socd agencies i human Justory, the modern state . . . . he
[ "

demonstrated how the Leviathan-state usurped the rights of the Chuich and even
L .o»

attempted to supplant and supersede her.” In the same encvelical, he spelled out the

duties of a Christian citizen and the dangerous tendencv butlt into the secular

pohtical svstem 10 suppress personal freedom and to disregard the digmty of the

mdividual, resulting 1 eventual state control. 4 .

»

By 1888, when Pope Leo X began writing his muost tamous encvclial, Rerum

Neovarum (On the Condition of Work), he was committed to deseloping o program

8

of Christian principles not only to deal wWith pmértv but alsu 1ts Tout causes. He
applied the concepts of pstice and charity in Rerum Novarum and ntroduced a -

thealogy of work which reconaled society with its Maker. "Retum Novarum s

~

wnsidered by most &‘:{thnllcs who are informed on Papal” encvilicals as being the'

v

!

. It has been noted that vers early 1 hie Cletieal career Pope Leo was veny
- ! LN

Magna Carta ol Cathole soaal teaching.

s .
deepls conterned oveagihe mierteréhice of the State it relyous and  tanudy aftairs,

L However, as the vears progressed he saw dlearly the gecessity of State mtervention

v

i the economsy and thet suaad legislation was o very pecessary reborm process. He
B

> ;
Wwas abso deeplvoconcerned at the time of writing Reram Novarum that classieal

, ‘ .
Iiberalism’s bias against State 1ntervention in the econonyy and social reform was

sstull strony enough “to prevent all but o tew Luropean nations from enacting

« 4 Y
legislation relevant to the problems of industrial sonety.” /

The first of the great social encvcheuals to be examined, Rerum Novarum was

.«
.
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issued - by Leo NI on May 15, 1891, Its content would become the basis of all

B

» .
subsequent soctal encvihials. Trom s opening remarks Rerum Novarum set the
N b N
.

. . ,
stage for the appheation of the Chureh’s soal teaching. The abuses of economic
liberalism on the one hand and the unaweptable Sovialist solution of_jn all
embracing State und a classless "s%et,\' on the other were condemned in the name of

the social and moral teaching m’;'he Catholic Church. |

The treedom of the indiyvidual 1n the markétpl}we which ° laissez-faire

S

A 1
government bad condoned and the abuses which followed had created extremes of

-
¥

wealth and povertyv.This economic dispurity wis causing a moral deterioration of

saciety, and class conflict was evident. Meanwhile, the workers were opgamizing 1n~7

‘mutual combination’ and becoming more self-reliant.” This also was contributing to

the 1mpending ctisis trom Pope Leo’s point of view. ‘The elements of a confhct are
" unmistakable: ‘the prowth of industry, and the surprising discoveries of science; the
‘ - ‘i -
changed relations of masters and workmen: the enormous fortunes of indnduals

cand the poverty of the mases the increased se f‘-relidm.ewd the closer mutual

4
mbination of the workmg populatun: and, tmadlv, o general moral deterroration.

Then the PEnovdieal debped its reasons tor the motal condemnation of the
% ~
¢

abuses of, lasses-tarre capitabsm. ... warking men have been given over, isolated
4 .

and defenseless, o the wallousness of emplovers and the greed ol unrestramed
competition.” The victims” burden Was aloos incregsed by ‘rapacious usury.” which the

Church had vondemmed more than once in the past. but which” was stll being

practised by avaricious and grasping men.” Also Rerum Noverume opposed the hinng

- ) ) Iy .
practices of working by contract and ‘the concentration of so many ibmnches of

‘ . ‘
trade in the hands of a few mdividuals, so that a small number of very rich men

:

—,"7 _— j ) !
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havesbeen able to lay upon the masses of the/poor a.voke httle bettér than slavery ;f
: - , .

. 11\8“4“‘ . ' s ] . - &

.

In promoting labour-management harmony and-the Cuatholic nouton of a J}/st M

.

soclety. Leo draws on the moral teaching of the Church on’ the dignity of.man. In
. so domng. he gave approval to what had already been’ done by Lopiernedﬂ Catholies.  , .

To brlrig into -focus these ®asic smoral principles Wwhich Leo draws upon. in

. . T
-developing his theme of social justice in Kerum Nev@rum: man is more than an
e ’ .
ammal that works, as Marx suggested. He is created ) the image and likeness of

God and 1s infused with an immortal soul. Man according 10 the Church’s social

Y

teaching 15 God's highest creation on earth, endowed with a‘;t‘ree will and the ability
¢ . "

-

to reason. As a result of man’s nature angd his eternal destiny, all of God’s&reation is

&

intended to serve man and man n  his tdeh is dreated, to serve God
S

Y-
] LR . )

In addition to these concepts of natural law on Kuman Jigmty, the Church’s ¢

F3 A

» ductrine poes one step.further. Man, according to Christran doctrme, 15 abso 4n

o

adupted brother & hrist and shares AN some mysterious was an the hie ol God,

5

Since man’s dignity has a Divine onging @ should be upheld in buman socety. As g -
R

s " N

" result ol these morgl prinaples and the nature of man. he has o Tight to more than

[

o mere survinval. e, theretore, has o Godtgiven right % earn o hiving 1in keeping
| .

with his dignity as.a human bemg. The economic sustem should not be s master

2

© a

hut rather s servant. Probits gimmed as the resuft of man’s labour should +be
¢ o

secondary and s needs should have top praomtv. As John Paul 1] was to rerterate
. . L4 N

-
- n

r L]
almost one hundred vears later, ‘the needs of the worker should have priornty over

.

the maximization of profits.” Leo had no obpction te business making a profit, but,

>

what he opposed was- the exploitation -of the worker. . N .

38t . -
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- Pope Leo NI ha\ing thus dentified the mator souree of class wnflict, turned
his d[[(fl'l[](."] o what Was 1o become the beginning ol o tong devilopment in,
“Catholie sovial teaching on property! Leo’s defence of private property for all was an
extremely ;mpl;’rtant issue for him. In fact, 1t was erital that,- in ots defepcc. he
emphasnéed; this‘o:ic idea w:thuu-t ﬁking much reference to other::‘xspects of the

property issue. He reasoned that if ordinary people were given the vpportunity to

possess their vwn property it would not onlv enhance their personal dignity but

\ also give them a level of independence. Pupe Lev was so committed to defend this

right to private property that he moved outside of Catholr swial teachimg to adopt

aversion of John Locke's labour theory of appropriation: “The property which esery

>

man has in his ‘ewn person and in his own Jabour s the orniginal and natural

.
A

propertyg 1t 1s the fourMation of all other property n the state of nature”” In his
fnovelial, Rerum Novarum. Leo states Cevery ‘ma;.n has by nature the nght to
' o N .’V
possess property as hts own.’ He mamBrméd that private property was o basi
, )

l‘ 47
human nphte which womed with at seaol respansibibity on both o personal and

¢ i}

commumiy level. His detence was an divect oppesition to lassez—taire capitalist

realitv whiche was moving toward motcpolization ol property and als o the
» )
Sixndlst solution \\}mh" called o1 State wontrol o property. Lea examined  the

Seetahists” solution v this scwral and ecopomire problem and condemned 11 an toto: ©, L .

* v

the Sucralists, \\urfonQ on’ the poar man’s envy of the rich. endeasol to destron

private property, and mamntam that indpdual  possessions should  beome  the
v ARY

commuon property ol ol o be admipistered by the State” In o advenang their

solution ol State control of property. the sumahsts ‘strike ut the mterests of every

wage earner, fur they deprive him . ., of all hope . . . of bettering his conditton 1n
o . R
. , A\

’ 39
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Lev wupheld the frepdom and digmty. of the famiby and  repcted  State

mtervention as advocated by the Sociahsts of s dav. The duty of the State 15 to

dci’cnd the Tights of the family and to help 1t 1t s in dire need, but the State

must never usur}; the role of the tather as head of the tamulv. “The Sociahists,

therefiore, 11 setting aside the parent and introducing the providence of the State, act

against  ndtursl  ustuce, and threaten the verv ewstente of  family. e
. .

Pope Yo insisted that the Soclalists also erred when thev rejected religion. its
values and its spmnvmlfole tn society. ‘For no practical soluuon ot‘%iq question
will ever be found without the assistance of Rehigion and the Church.”’ The
Encvehials proposal for n‘:l»orm mvolved the pmt efforts of four parties: the
(‘mmn Heads of. State, emp}u‘\‘ef‘s and w U]"]\el"m ‘But we aftirm without hesitation
that all the surving of men will be in vam b they Jeave out the Church, It is the
Church that prnleﬁ)S’ from the Gospel those teachings by which the conthet can be
brought to an end. ur at least made tar lews bitter - * The document spohe ot the
c!f!urt-\ the Church has made to improve the ;nndmun\ al the workimg man. ..
nﬁi;lcmus usetul organizations: does 1s best 1o enhst .thc services of all fanks

.
discussing and endeavorg to meet, in the most practical wav, the Jdams of the
14

worktng classes, oL

Ao the Soctalists were taken to tash Tor raang lale hopes in the minds of

men 1n pm.“l‘anmmg the equality of all men m terms ol a olassless sovety.

humanits mu:t remain as 1t 1s . "f“' For Leu. mequality’ was o fact of hfe and no
twoe men are ahike 1 ability, vhea]th.. ot opportumty. But unfortunately, Pope Lev
was still enough of a man of his age that he " . . never °wbhc at least,

40
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whether thfese existing soctal stratifications made it possible for each member of

swiiety to Lind, an reahty, the place’ best suited to s talents .md\técsta"‘ ft

B : .

should be noted that Pope Leo was a theoloplan and not a seaologist. Consequently,
, \

he defended the rights of the workers Yrom a moral perspective. The dass struggle

which the socalists awept as fact and as o means to an end of the social 1lls Ledy
felt was not in heeping with the dignity of the human being. Their error m

assunung . . that class is naturally hostile to class: that mich and poor are intended

. ’ RE ' )
by nature to hive at war with one another. . . 7 18 an arrational and false view ol

»

man and suclety.
b

As an alternative w the one-sided views of man and society “which latssez-faire
Capitalism and Socialism seemed to present, Rerum Novarum offered 4 third way of

reform' and a gradual adaptation o change. It was Pope Leo’s firm belief that m
~ w

arder to bring about soaalagustice and true retorm, man and souety must return
4

once more to eternal values which modern imdustrial souety had forgetten. In order

o yestore those high nleals of peace. order. and stice. Leo XTH renuinded man that *

he diws not belong to limseld nor to the State. but to God: He aseerted that the

.

Church has afwavs taught that all men are equal 1 thejeves of God Whether rich

ur poor, servant or master, they are oll equal i Christ and are created lor eternity,

¢

- .
It was Leos objectine that all men be saved. To achigve his eternad destiny, Poge Leo

[

ailled each man to comersion, toorise ahove selfish motives and an wrn, feshape
N :

s

saclets b the commoen goad.

.

Turning 1o labour and capital, Tew delined their vespective duties and thetr
+*
interdependent roles. . . . wupital cennot do without labour nor. labour without

R ) ’ - N
capttal.” It 15 the moral duty of the working man to be honest with his emplover,

41
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to honour all agreements freely made, and to shun ol) violence to the eplover and
\ - 3
s propertv. and to have nothing to do with viedent men “who work upon people

with artful promises. . . which usually end n disaster. . . " In Rerum Novarum
¢ ¥
Pope 1eo made clear to the rich and the emplover that human labour s not a

commodity? This was reallv guite a radical statement in Leo’s dav as 1t challenged a
O ' .

major assumption of capitalisne. as 4t was then practised. ‘Religion teaches the rich

— . ~

man and the emplover that their waerk people are not ther slaves: that thev must

respect th every man his digmity as a man and as a Christian; that labou/r is nothing
. 4

. »
to be ashamed of L 1 we hsten to right reason and to Christian philosophy, ... and
2 $
1t 15 shametul ahd inhuman to treat men fike chattels o make money by, or w look

O
upon them merely as so much muscle or phvsical power.”  The working man
- .
chould alse be given sufhiuent ume to be with his famiy and attend tg his

spreitual cneeds. L L the emplover must never tay b work-people bevond ’xen'

strength nor emplov them i work unsuited o therr sex or age” Also, to take
* - ‘ .

advantuge of the workimg man’s dire need 1 order 1o mahe o protit o defraud him

e any way s ondemned by ol laws, haman and dione.”

.

Having  remunded manapement and laboui  of }thcn' responsibifities,  Kerum

. .

Novarum x;e\t’e\ammed the role of .the State and 1ts responsibility in bringing
ahout ]‘)c:li.c" and  soutal ustice On suLl;;I relorm, ‘the pope  supported  the
Interventionist posttion. with clarity and thoroughness. Any state with anv type ol
legttimate government had the right to partcipate tn soaal projgects when necessary .

It had the duty to satepuard public and private propertyv, to dinvide the tax

burden justiyv, to encourage the development of industry and commerce, : . . and 1n

could not be

general tw do evervthing necessary for the general welfare

A2
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; e ‘
handled as well by private interests.”  Yet, Leo feared the all-entbracipg power of
” : .

State contrel gnd reminded poverament o ats duty o the name ol Justice to uphold
|

the moral order. “The tirst duty, therefore, ol the rulers of the State should be to .. )
: |
[l

make sure that the laws and institutions, the general character and admimstration

f

of the commonwealth, shall be such as to produce of themselves public well-being -
; AN
. i

and private prosperity. ~ Although tw calls the State to act with strict justice
LY /

towards every cluss, he particularly stresses the need for state intervention to protect

the nights of working people. “The richer populatxoh have man¥ wayvs of protecting

themselves, and stand less 1 need of help from the State ... wage earners, who are,

[y
'

undoubtedly, among the weak . . . should be speciallyscared for and protected by the

commonwealth.”” The rich have no need of that help. They have the power already!

Another powerful point Pope Lev makes 1s that ‘it s only by the labour of the
working man that the States grow rich” The Encvihial insisted that the state
must alfow freedom for the benefrt ol the common good. "We have sawd that the

State mug® not gbsorh the imdividual or the fanmitdv: both should be aHowed 1ree and

untafmetled achion as far s 15 consistent waith the common pood and the interests

” '
ot orhers,” .

in detending the nghts ol private property, the State must not neglear w

- pnlml the property and other possessions of the A\\mkmgv nan. “The wuorking man
W has property and  possesstons 11 .'\\'lmh he must he pmimtcd: and st of all
there are s spiritual and prental interests” At this pamt, feo mukes quite dc;in
thé whale purpose of creation and why th;- Church has o moral duty to del'enij the

] . . -
rights of the working man, the familv and the mdivadual o8 1mages of God.

However, the pope seeks to draw his readers to the transcendent dimension of

i . i
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the faith. *Lide on earth,” he asserted 1« not thé timal purpose for which man s

created: 11 3 ondy the wav and the mieany o that attanment of truth, ard that

practice of goodness 11w hich the Tull Tife of the soul conssts. 1t s the soul” which
16 made after the mmage and likeness uf God: 1t 15 1n the soul that soverelgnty

resides, 1 Virtue of which mgn s commanded to rule the creatures below him. and

tw use all the eurth and oean for lis profit and advantage. ‘il the earth and

0

subdue 1t: andurule over the fishes of the ses and the fowls of the ar, and all
living creatures which move upon earth’. (Gen. 1.28) In this respect ail men are

equal: there 15 no difference bétween nich and poor, master and servant, ruler and

-

ruled. ‘for the same 1s Lord over all’ (Rom. 10:12). No man may outrage With

ympunity that human dignity. which God himself treats with reverente, nor stand
m the wav of that higher hfe which 15 the preparation for the eternal lile of
i N
Heaven.
Consequenth.since work cannat be separated [rom the person, the conditions
under whih 11 performed should be in heeping with the dignity of the human
person. Al Feo NH exanuned the hours of work and inssted that the work day

should net Teser by the faws ol supply and demand, nor should o worker be

compelled oo work Sundass and holy davs, “The tiest concern of all s o save the

poor warkers trom the cruetty o grasping speculators who use human hemgs as

mere nstruments lor makimg monev’ B was alse the duty of the State to

safeguard the well bemng of women and duldren whe worked long and bruelling

chours an the Capilalists, sweat shops, Wtk which s suitable for a strong man

cannot reasonably be required from a women or o ttnld’ " Thus kind of hard labour
warps the child 1 such a way that 1t ‘blights the voung promise of a chiid’s

’ 44 ’ '
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powers, and muakes anv rea! education mpossible” Also, women should not be
requited o work at pbs for which thes are ilb-sutted and 1n vircumstances which
. &
are degrading to them. -
y . .

Further, &\pe Leo introduced the prinaple of the hying wage over the going
wage, espectally in pon-union shops and m so manv of the service industries. “The
remuneration must be enough ta support the Wage-earner 1 reasonable and frugal
comfort. I through necessity or fear of a worse evil, the workman accepts harder
conditiuns because an employver oF contractor wall give him no better, he 15 the

. * L4 * - 3
victim of torce and njustice.”  Leo nsisted that 1t was 1 the best interest ot all
- ‘ -
that the State guarantee the working man the right to o hving wage. He reasoned
. & 5
that ‘the worker would have some money left over to buy Property. This would be
an inecentive for him to be more productive. There would alse be other benefits as
well. "I workmg peeple can be encouraged to Jook forward o obtaming o share in
the land, the result will be that the gull between vast wealth and deep poverty

€

will be brdged over, and the tao orders will be brought nearer together” ot

wnby o would this ensure that property would be more equaliv divided. but it would

avert Cthe eltect of vl change and rexoluton” T Which has been “to divide swiety
mte 1w widely difterent castes’. on the vne hand, the powertul i whe wontrol
the pover because they hf\ld the wealth, and I’lhl‘lllplllill\t' 1t tor ther own henef 1t
and on Lh£ othet hand. “the needy and powerless multitude, sore and suffering,

N
alwins readv for disturbance.

a

Fhe Fnoyvdhial cautioned the State reparding thrdumw ol hiph tasation on

private property as well. Due to the nequabity of bargaining power between the

emplovee and the employer, Rerum Novarum laid down <guidelines for State

} ) - a5
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mtersention demanding legal safeguards on behalt of the workers. He recommended

©

working men’s sell-help measures. the most Boportant ol these “are Workmen's

Assietations ... osuch assoctations should be adupted to the requirements of the age

m which we live . [. . It & grautving t know that there are actuallv m edistence
¢

not a few societies of this nature, consisting either or workmen dlone, or of

) -
‘;&Urkmen and emplovers together; but 1t were greatly to be desired that they should
:ﬁultnply and become mote effective. It was the responsibility of th‘e workmen to
make sure that these xxsmmuuns be in keeping  with (“hnsnanAprmuple';. The
Encvilical also suggested that rthe assoclations be af filrated with the Church to ’guard
agamst the influence uii Marvem. Pope Leo not only rewognized

empluvee-managemgnt assogations but alsa labour umons. Credit for the Churchs

ecugnition of Jabour unions should go to Cardinal Gibbons who mnfluenced Leu to

Jmdiude them. Recent atdhival studies on the preparation of the teaxt of Repum

Novarum seem to show  that Led N o the last minute betore  publication

————
——

_porsenatty made o Jiltdes ver agmibicant change Ongimadln. we are fld, Section 36

of the encudial reterted o guildbihe orgamizations comsisting of emiplovers and

emplaees Imined corporations £ s was changed G tead Ssaeties consisiing o

d.
ether workmen alone. or ol workmen and emplovers tyether.
Pope Teo's Rerum l\.'m‘mun'\\ as the first v u long sertes of Soctal Levchieads
atd as suchat represented o sigmificant breakthrough 101 the Churde Nt donger was

the Church petured as o detender o) the status gue, but rather o the veast of the

Ouspel n the world, bor this reason, Kerum Novarum cen be considered o gcnun{tl\“

“radical document. The document msisted that seetety s an organic whole. Similar to
the human body. 1t consists of several societies or Hrgamisms, each hdving 1is own
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rights and Juties and 1t own partcular ared vf actaty. Accordmnyg to Leo, the role
of the Church was to provade the means necessaiy lor salvation, while the role of
the State and 1ts elected or uﬁ]xunted members of government were to uphold and
admunister these laws. To Leo, ‘this naéant 4 rerction ol the eléhteenth century
rationalist theory that the foundation of soctety consisted of a ‘social contract’ agreed
upon by 1ts various members. . Men did not create souetys God created 1t because
of human needs* which could not be satistied 1n solation. . . . The proper
'i'unctmnmg of all members depended upon their cooperation with each other. as 1t
did 1n the human bodv. The rights and duties of éadl had to be properly balanced,
and each had to know his proper place in society and be content with i

Some crities may accuse the Pope of passinely actepting class inegualities, but

For Lr:.u\. tenlpxw;al inequahty was ¢ fact of lhte. The ‘}lnuy'cllcal's Main concern was
with man’s spiritual development, with moral principles mthe‘}" flum sociologieal and
eLanumi ulnwﬁt\. This 18 nat o sav that he dmnuntgd man's temporal needs. He
prvw\n\ed the just wage and behieved that if the workingman condudted }’uﬁéﬂjlﬁ a
moral and Chrstan manner, be would mse above poverty an Leo's halanced middie
wan tht\\ren the two extremes v uncontrofled (apxt.lllsln and Soctalisme Christian
morality, when 1t~ Adt‘li]l,[(ltcl\ and completelv iumunxcil. conduces of atsell to
temporal prosperity, tor it ments the blessitg o thad God @ hooas the source of ‘d”
blesstngs: it powertully resitains  the dust of - possession and the  lust ol

pleasure--twinr-plagues, wWhich too of ten make « man . ... miserable in the midst of

LR ' |
abundance. .0 One ot the strengths of the document was to wli for legislation

that would protect the workers from explottation and thus give them an

opportumty 1o develop withun the exising Cupitalist svstem.

47 !
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There are those' who argue that labous unions were excluded trom Kerum
Novarum seld-help proposals 1 section 36 on workmen's assotations, This guestion
has already - been addressed 1n the wntent coverage of the Encvihical. However, a
_ . )
few more sources of nterpretation of section 36 may be helplul for the sake of
clanty. Bishop Doutlerious began soon after Rerum Novarum was pubhshed i 1891
) - hd . ,
tu interpret section 36 as being favourable to workers' trade umons. The Bishop was
also 1n agreement with the notion of - mired asscaations founded on Christian
principles. “Hut where for any reason these cannot be established, we dgree,wnh the
. N ~
Pope thut the formation of associations confined to workers exclusivelv should be
H .
taken. This school of thought held that the workers® trade umions were desirable for
K . ) -
large scale andustyy.  Onee again on the sssue of trade umons, Pope Leo wrote a
letter to the American Bishops cgncerning the atfairs of the hnights-of Labour. In
thiv Jetter he made 1t clear that the workers ‘have a night to umte Hi assocations

N

provide tor their interests. To this the ( burch is agreeable and nature 1n not apposed.”
43 ~ )

Thic mterpretation was also Supported by Paus X1 on Quadragesimo Anne,
Whetein he aoted that wne of  the mapn benehits of Kerum Novarum was a
- .
recognitien o tiade bmonism \\\\h“dl the emd o the mineteenth century sas by

) \ o .
ne means alwavs to be expected.”  Alichael Kvan, a noted authority- on Cathalig
: !
Soual Teaching 1 Ontario, states that Kerum Novarum Cinsists “on the right of
assouiation. While dleartyv mdluding lahour umons i this insistence. 1t also reframs

N X A
from promoung anv one tvpe of assoctation.

There are also those who guestion what were the long-range henetits derved

from Rerum -Noverum. Pope Leo stressed the digmty of the workingman, that he

Was not the businessman’s slave, nor was he to be treated 1n ¢ manner unbefitting
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to s digany as a human bemg. This moral viaon of Leos on The Condition of
Labows hal 18 impact 1 mMany wavs. As early as 1892, ust one vear atter Rerum

Nm‘muni Was publlslféd. the first 'rench labour Taw to protect women and children

v
v

was wmitiated by a Catholi, Count Albert de Mun." Pope 1.eo’s deferice ol labour

organizations and umienism as ¢ natural right was barelv tolerated legallv 1n 1891,

‘karly attempts to orgamize were squelched as cniminal conspiracies; and even after

the doctrine of consprracy was abandoned about the nuddle ol the, mneteenth(/’

centurv, the courts sull suded with emplovers m cripphing union orggmization and

activity, It was not until 1935 that the right of labour to form unions of.its-own

4

choosing and to bargain collectively was given legal federal guarantee 1n the United
@

c- v ) L .
States. Hence, the stance taken bv Leo in 1891 1n terms of justice Tor working

people  was truly i radical one. One of the sigmificant. high points of leos

ponfiticate. accordmy to Frederch M. Wathins, was his encouragement of ¢ new and

vigorous movement often relerred  to as Chrstan socahism. which recenved its

""a-"

ol fical qusttfiation an Rerum Novarum  As g result muny emplovers were moyved

4

by the call toosacral ustivg and o number of trade unnms were organized. as well as

.

worker tooperatives, i aceordance wath Catholic prinaples.

© B has heen argued that Pope Jeo was looking, back to the tuedahistic age o o

knndel tor saety, rather then facwry the world as tf s On o the wontrary, Leo
“anorded the Lnging tor the pest windh made so many other (‘atl'm]us ul the
nineteenth century ook hike relioes of another ere. Critieal as he was of his own
wwiels, he did not w is[L to FeconstTat the mythcal ghones” of the past. He Was @
comertative but a realistic one who wanted to mal-;c: pedce wWith the presem.‘&" To

those who question Leos right to speak on social and economic issues, he defended

. d 49
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this right by appealing to the ‘ndirect power of the jpapacy’-a notion that will no
- ]

longer be used 1 Jater soctal encvidicals.

I .

§
i o

«

In assessing the outreach effects of Rerum Novarum. | tind Michael Rvan's

appratsal most helptul. “Though 1t was deticient 1n some respects, and left many

questions -unanswered, there is no doubt that 1t had tremendous 1mpact. it

}

strengthened Catholie worker movements. It awakened manv Cathohes to the need

L i e
. tor social legislation. Jt constituted o point of departure for later soctal teaching.
! Many important inttiatives owe their inspirations to Rerum Novarum : The

‘Semaines Soctales’ i France and elsewhere: the Cathohe Seaal Guild in England:

the Internationyl Umon for Soctal Studies at ‘Mahnes. In ] rance, the 1892 Statement

- . n Chs - -
of the Ralliement <ignalled the redirection of  Sucial | Cathalics away  from

'

. . . . o
©anachromstic political  dilemmag  and #oward  real  socw-econvmic  problems.

According o Ryan, Rerum Novarum maerks o real opeming to the world, vather than

a
'

the wolationist  attitude  that one  finds m,'&’ope Pius  IN. Leos  predecessor.

suggested that Pope FTeo NI buckied o

b

Some others are shightly more onteals Yor esample, Pather bonal  Boor

from speaking about the sort ol poelitical
. - L]

changes needed tor resl economie relofm because he Peared political imstabiity . Dorr

states that e rehied too much on

. - . e L .
changes when 1t wasn¥ 1 therr hest intereste. [ am an accord wath Pather Michael

. . L Y

ll\‘\um m that 1 de not oagree with Dort on this point. It the seed fur change
i

~

plunted. and Leo did plant the seed. change will eventually come, as public opthien

Y

15 o very ellective,means of hringing such L}lnge about, especially 1l there is a free

.

the time, there were also those industnalists who Were unhappy with the turn of

»

50
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those wWho had the power already to muake |

vote. Dorr seems also to be forgeting that althdugh there were enormous abuses at
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events-and were seehing change. It should be noted that ‘in 1885 leonSHarmel. o
. | "

' - /

.

|
ol
|

' . 2 ) e
Lrencli industrialist, led o pilghimage of one hupdred capitabints to Rome fo ask the -

! »

Church to help establish industrial peace.” Considering the temper ¢f the times,

'

even 1" the Pope had come up with a more conuse pohitical plan that Zcould be
' |

. i
applied to different countries, 1t is yuestionable whether 1t would have beey heeded. -
» ]

‘ | ,
For example.-France and Germany 1 1891 were tn no mood for the l’ope’gyto start

| .
!

meddhing in the pobuics of thetr natwns. The same applies 1 thel United States
whuose puh/“icul svstem condoned |, the u!buse of working. men, women and c}‘uldren:
2\\ §

Because the United States was founded on the separation of Church ard State, public

vopxmonr\\'c\uld be verv much opposed tv the Pope‘é well-intended politrcal advice.

.

Having some knowledge of how ' political parties function, one c‘u‘] imagine the’

'
b

, ‘
politicans of that time setting up a storm of protest which could incit%e public riots,

. . | .
and this was one thing Leo desired t avaid. Leo's diplomatic appmuch\ in the form

ot appeal twrthose who had the economic and politral power v&as'\ér\' effective
. 40 4
. |
- . N |

auording o Frederih M. Wathins, Trom o pobitical standpoint, one §f the most

|
potphle features ol Ted's pontificate was his success 1 encouraging & new  and

4
i

|
b
b

Vigerous motement viten known as Chrstian soaahsm.” This movement recened
- |

'
s offnal usuticaton in Rerem Aoverem. - Wathins noted that as o result of
. |

t
)

Rerum Novarwm the main significanee of, hrstian Socahism® was that it prov sdeds
. . !

‘a useful nudeus of working dlass support Tor”Catholic political parties. Such parties
I
|

-

proved, 1n the course of _time, o be the most eltective vehidles of Catholpe socal -

—

B . - ) - B 1
actioh. -

- . IS

Rerum Novatum concluded with a final appeal to the combined forces|of. each

nation to serve the common gord. The spiritual concept of the cum{ndyh good
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. demands that ‘Evervone must put his hand to work y“;th f‘;?lls to his share . . °

2 lest®the evtl which i alreatlv <o great mav bv delun become absolutelv bevond

. remgéd\'. Those who ryle the State must use the law and.the insututions of the

. - L
[ * -

- . L] - .
countryv; masters and rich men must remember their duty; the poor, whose interests

-

are ai stahe, must make every lawful and prpper eftort: since Religion alone, as We
- N b . .

L . . 5%
sard at the beginning can destrov the evil at its root.

The Encyclical appealed M\: ‘minister of huI;v}RelignSn’ te ¢ontinue their
good- works and ‘nevet cease to urge upon all.men of every class . ... the Gospel

.doctrie of Christian lite; by every means 1n their power thev must strive for the

3

: -1 _
good of the people “and promote the cause of soctal Jlguce. It 1s this appeal to

soctal justice and- the common good that formed the thread which would link

I3 . . " . Lo
Rerum Novarum to the subsequent soctal encvielicals of the church. To these, 1t is

necessary  to turn.

’

o, NOTES * .
. N\

The Laghsh translation of Rerum Novarum used m Chapter 41 taken from Seven
" Great I nevclicals {with an mtroduction by William J. Gibbons, SJ.), Glen Rock.

N Paudist Press, 1963, 1-30. This Lnoveheal s divaded mie 45 sections. Quotations
N N ¢ :
trom Rerum Novarum will be aited by the utle, followed by the section number n

N *

: %
hrachets and the page number m Seven Great Encyclicals.

.1 Ldward T, Gargan f{ed.), Leo X‘j/ and the Modern Workd (New York: Sheed and
L d :

e “ - . N \ )
Ward, 1961). 69. < . ‘ . - ‘

2 Joseph N. Moody and Justus G. Lawler, eds., Fhe .(f)’zallenge of Mater el Magistra
i ‘ ,/‘*\;;‘
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CHAPTER 5
L ﬁOPE PIUS XIS QUADRAGESIMO ANNO (1931) - ON
v RECONSTRUCTURING THE SOCIAL ORDER
7
Pope Leo’s Jxo SUCCESSUTS, Pope‘ Pius X and Pope Benedict NV were either tow
conservative towards the Catholic Soctal M‘;\'emem or addressed themselves to other
priorities. Pope Prus X did not entirelv 1gnore the social question. but it was not one
of his chief concerns. Hls.‘chlef 155U Was the ampaign against modermsm. Pope
Benedict N\, thouph less conservative than e predecessor Pope Pius N towards
modermism, maintained 4 basically ORSErVative Stance on SOUO-eLONOMIC 15SUes.
Because his pumxﬁ;.atr Was dom‘muted by World War L much of his tme was spent

on the problems assoclated with war and® peare. His successor. Pope Pius XL was

more open Wosoctal change L L thun any of s predecessors. He appeared m

purticular to be more able than they were 1o envision sadl institutions as dyvpamg,

. .
and flud”  A¢ o result. be assued the second of the great sogal encvehials,
4
Guudragesime Annd Mav 50 193], commiemorating the tortieth anniversary of
Rerum Novargm In 1t he reaffirmed that the Church had o moal role 1o play n
L 4 .
temporal  abtairs and that ats tash was to elimunate njustice and improve the

conditions of the workers.

Fhe purpese ol Quadiagesimo Anno was o defend, evaluate und develop Pope

“Lens social phibsaphy and to assess the drastic changes which had occurred, during

v

the prevsous forty vears. At the ume Leo NHE applied his remedy of soctal Jusé'neg;m
]

the work place, his moral intent was to eradicate the disease of economic and social

mjustice which industrial society -had inflhicted on the worker. Pope Pius XI made 1t

o
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clear that the stope of the present encvilical was to recall the great benelits dernved
from Rerum Novarum oto develop and apply them w the contemporary swial 1lis

of the tme: to evaluate present-dav Suctalism, and to expose the basic causes of the

© “prevathag ssocaal 1lls.

-

In the opening statements of (uadragesimo Anno, Pius N1 commended Kerum

Novarum for 1ts stand against liberalism and the duwtrines of Sociahsm.. He noted

. . v
that Rerum Novarum. however, stood out in this, that it lmd down for all mankind

“ualled the ‘soual guestion, at the tery trme when such  puidance was most
apportune and necessarv.” While there were manv, induding some Catholics, who

were offended by Pope leo's defence of the industrial workers in their struggle

against the greed and inhuman treatment by callous emplovers, many otherd lauded
v ,

-~

.

the muoral prinaples of the éncvelical, while regardig 1t . a8 ¢ utopran deal,

destriible rather than attainable i practice. ?Nevertheless, Prus NI noted that there

were many benefits derived trom Pope leo's Kerum Novarurm not the lexst of

i . %
. “
which was the emergence of “truly Catholic social teachmg™ which was now being

taught by many priests and Cathblic Tav educators throughout the world, as well as

finding 1ts was inte secudar-and  Christien insutotions. Pius X1 credited Leo N

with doing much to dispel the ant-trade gon bias ol even Catholiss wWhoe viewed

with suspicon the eliorts of the labormg asses to form such umons, as 1t these

retlected o soctalist or revolutionary spinit” The Pope went on to sav that Leo's
. . '

timuNg was nght becatse .ot thet me goveriments ol not o lew nations were

given to lussez-{wire. and reparded such unions of workmgmen ath distavor, 3f not

with open hos-tlhty.‘t:
-

unerning rules for the right solution of the dif facult preblem of human conimunity,

9’r



The prinapal fou of Quadragesimo Anno were the right of the worker o own
properti: the growing conthet between capital and labourt the disastrous phght ol

the  propertvless wape-carner; and the clear defmmtion of @ just  wage.

The encvchcal began by reaffirmung the Churchs position on the right to

private property as oppused te the Sociahst’s behel i State ownership. But, it also

noted that property has a dual character, te. 1t 1s both indindual and socral. Here
there s still that important defence of the nght to private property. but it s

balanced with an insistence on, the soval responsibilities of ownership, 1n view of
the common good. bor this reason, 1t was the duty and responsihility of the State to

.

define and control the use of private property .. when the need occurs and when

v

the natural law does not do so . .. But, the encvilial clearly states that the right
N .

o own private property % .. 1s derved from nature. not trom man; and the State

L 1
_has by no means the right t abolish it, but unlv to controlats use and bring 1t into

5

harmony with the mnterests of the public good.”

Then Quadragestme drne Jetingd the relotionship between the Caprtahist wha

.

owns the capital with which he purchuses the labour power of the worhers und the

Workers who through their work make wapital o productive commaodity. Pus X
t

o

imsisted  that  the well-being of  the community depended upon  this “mutual
- h 2 ) - .
relationship which tdeally should be one ol justice and harmony. He mssted that

the unjust claims of the Capitalist have destroved the necessarn accord hetween

.

these two groups, and that the inflestble economic laws ot the hiberals laimed all

jor themselves by settimp the wages of the industral workers s low that they

4o

were hept in constant dire poverty. As a result. the workers suffering trom the

voke of oppression hstened to the sodialists ahd went to the upposite extreme by

.
-
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demanding that % .. all preducts and profits. escepting those requived to repatr and

replace invested capital, helong by even nght to the \\“;n'l\mgm;m."* Fhe Pontit}
deemed that both the (‘aprtuhsts:nd the \wrkcfs were, therefure, wrong. ]‘hey had
both {orgotten that “The earth even though apportioned umnr’{g private owners, ceases
not thereby to mumister to the needs of all’ ' But, the fact s that iy keeping with
the “principles of soctal justiee one dass gs fortndden to e.\c)udevthe other from &
shar-e in the pmht«s.'H He nsisted ﬂ}ilt/fm:' poal sought by Kerum Novarum and
Quadragesimo Anno was one of uphiting the workers, and noted that ‘. . . the
1Mmense m;mber of  propertvless wape earners on the onme hand, and the
superabundant  riches -of the fortunate few on the other, is an unanswerable
argument  that the earthly goods so abundantly produced in this age of
dustrialism’ are ‘t'arvfrom rightly distributed and equitably  shared among the
vartous classes of m,en.’“ Quadragesimo Anno nsisted that this ingustice must he
corres ted: t‘hat the wealthy must get a }zurr return 1 Tom production, and that . . . an
amiple sulliciency be supphied 1o the \\nl'hlngmunf“ The \\nﬂ:cr should be uble to
. &

save something tor the tuture winde shitl having enough for ns daily needs, Prus N
predicted that 11 some means of distribution geeording fo the norms ol smm}. Justice
was ot amicabl worked oute o Soad revolution would be mevitable,
Wiath respect 1o the comples assue of  the Just wage. W ek Pope Lew had
proposed 1 Rm,um Newsarum: Prus NI expan@ed turther on this, In stating that
although the \; age wontract 15 vabd, 1t needs to be modibied to meet the needs of ‘ht:
workers i an m‘dus‘tnahxed soctety. In armvang at the st wage. he stressed that
. threé elements must be considered: support of worker and famnly; state ol business;

and requirements of the common good. Consequently, we alse *. . . deem 1t advisable
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that the wage contract should, when posaible, be smaditied somew hat by g contract

»

of partnership. as s alreadv bemny tred in vanous wavs with signifeant advantage

to both wage earners and emplovers. Tor thus the workers and executives become
Zvi" .
sharers n thégow nership or management, or else participate In some way in the
RS . : -
profits. this 1s the [Iirst statement ol what will become a basic pesition in
Catholiv social teaching, On the one hand, the wage contract 1s not 1n stself unjust
as Mary claimed, but in 1ts present state the Pope claimied 1t could be used 1n a

manner unbehitting the digmty of the worher. Theretore, it was his belef that it

should  be moditied by making work  sitwations communities of  work., by

mtroducimg forms of worker-shaning in ownership, management and profits. This

concept became verv important, and sull 1s today. In fact, the present Pope John
Paul I in Laborem Exercens speahs of such modifications as practicallv @ moral

Imperatine.

¥

Labour 1s personal because 1t 1s performed by an individual, but 1t s also social.

Pheretore, 11 human societs s to become o truls organic Chrastian commonwealth,-

1y

the workers must .. be protedted in the sacral and urdiedd order 0 and

indusiry should retlect o harmonious wollaboration between these twao groups. o

)
begin withe oL the wage pard e the workingman should be suthicent for the
. T .
suppart of himselt and of s tanuvy TThe document also considered 1t unjust for

- i : )
the workers v demund o wage <o high thdt st would make 1t impossible tor o far
emplier to remain o business, thereby vesulting in unemplovment and turther

bardship tor the workers. The Pope also noted that aggressine competition among

businessmen ‘led to unfair competition where each. firm undercut 1ts prices, thus

driving wages down so low that tlg;e workers had no surplus money to purchase

J
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what then produced. Quadragesimo Anno then addressed nselt 10 thé need for the
reconstruction of the s{ncml order to tha .\)t‘ @ Chnstian Socal Order. which hecame
hnown as the Papal Program. As an ultimate remedv. Pius \I asserted that two
Mthmgs are required: reform of individusl persons, and retorm of S\Kid‘] structures.
This position that structures need reform has much n common with l;:n*l Marx, but
unlihe Mary, he also believed twhat mdn’xdu:x«ls need reformas-a Christian position that |
\x"u.s not shared by Mara. Piys NI ;mted that as a result of individualism, the State
had become all powerful, leaving little room Yor subordinate groups, which acted as

4 buffer between the individual and the State. To reverse this trend. the Pope
appealed to the State to relinquish some of 1ts power and duties and °, . . leave to
uther budies the care and expediting of business and activigtes of lesser moment,

*

.. ) e .
-which otherwise become for it a4 source of great dastraction” It was his firm
¢ “ -
comuruon  that as o result of s adtion. goveramient would  beconte more.
responsible and effective i performing * . . the qtasks belonging properly tooat and
I3 R
which it alone can accomplish, directing, supervivng. encouraging. restraiing. as
. R
UTLUNIStanees supgest or necessity demands” The aim ool the Papal Program was o
improne the vondibions ot the workers by proposing & wider distribution of materal
. : /
possessions, which the Pope affirmed as thenr night. To mplement this plan called
ter the veational OrRanizalion ol Swletv. as opposed 1o the svstem of supphyv and
demand of Libour. which ‘divides men on the labor market into 1o dasses, as it
T camps, und bargaiming between these parties transforms this labor market mto
an arena wWhere the two armies are engaged 1in combat,” the hirst duty of the Sta‘
was to encourage the establishment of “functional groups’ ' . . binding men together

not acording to the position they occupy in the lubor market, but according to the
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. o - .
diverse tunttions which thev exercise 11 societh.”  For example, ‘the steel industr
Would be united mito o single organization of owners. managers and workers. The

stee] workers would umite with the communication systems and other local
industries. These, lotal umits would, 1 turn. form g regional. unit. The various-
regiondal units would then form a natonal assoaation by appointing numbers from

each regional unit. At the top of the pvramid would be a Nattonal Council made up

ol representatives of each national group. Its dutv would be to see that industry

acepted the terms agreed upon by 4he emplovers and workers of each loca] unit

The uhiject:\'e of the Council \\‘uﬁld be to regulate the economy so thaf prices, w ages,
hours Or work, etc. were as umiform as possible throughout the cnunt;ﬂ\'. thereby
l&séﬂnig the chance ;)f unemployment in the vaous regions of the country.
Prescumably, Italy would become a model for other countries. \\z;xth reference. tu
“wational groups, there; were many who pl‘Ll\'ed this up as a “blueprint” for the
economy. Tt 1 possible that P.mx Nwas too ndined - w suggest one partcular model.
Prus NH am his teachings 1;\61711"11\ the Vocational group idea, but alter that 1t is not
mrmmnmlﬁ again

Prus N maisted v Cuadragesime Anne that these vocationalk grnufu.; would not
dhul!{sh labour umons. ﬁ/m‘ wllective burgmnmg:()unc Lhc‘ contrarv. It was through
such voluntary orgamzations as labour Qnmns, ete., 'tlf;lt people wuld have some
input i the regulation of their daily fh\ec.. Invalved here too is the prinaple o

subsidtarity--a most important prinaple 1in Catholic soaal teaching. The Pope nutes

that Leo NI had . . . explained clearly and Juadlv the nature of free assoctations .
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such rules as are judged best for the end 1 view'”

Quadragesimo Anno feterred with disapproval te the Lasust Corporatst regime

m ltaly by stating, It is feared that the new svndical and corporative order possessgs

an excessively bureaucratic and- pohitical character, and ‘that. nothwithstanding the
. . ;

. B ) ' ~ . . Pl
general advantages teferred to above, 1t nisks serving particular political-aims Tather

.

' th.m contributing to the restoration of s&m] order and the improvement of the same.

' Prus se\erel\~repr1manded big business for mtroduding the law of the jungle
mtoe soctey. and was deeplv concerned over the resulting concentmimn ‘of wealth *. .
. that in our daxs not alone 15 Wwealth accumulated. but immense- power and despotic

economtc dormnation s concentrated in the hands of a few, and that those few are

1requently not the owners, but only the trustees and directors of invested Funds,,

- o4
who admunister them at their good pléasure”’ He went on to sav that thetr power

.

Was such that . no one dare breathe agamnst therr will”™™ The Pope also expressed

his grave conérn for soaety. resulting trom  monopolistic wpiialism and  the
uv -

subordination ol governments to its demands. From this one fountanhead ot hupe

wrporations bas developed "0 no less noxious and detestable ‘internationalisin® or

International impertaism’ o tinanaal atfairs, which hojds that where o men's

fortune 15, there is s country.” As @ result, the modern State-had now  become

@

civelved T power polities ainoats relations with other states tu promote economi

s
‘e

advantage et 1ts weaker counterparts. Consequently. economic poliey  had now

become o powertul pohtical tool. -,
Thus having severelv reprimanded (‘qp]tullsnL (;’uudmgesimo Anne now turned

to Socalism and reviewed the changes it had undergone over the pre\'l(xds Jorty

vears since Pope Leo- NI had condemned 1t 1n toto. Secialism was now bitterly
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divided 1nto two opposing  camps. Nonetheless, thev still shared one \ﬂnnc|/n_//
: He IHE
A T
common--thetr hustility tow ards Chrstianity. Just usLLL;mi&wm'mghungeu mnto a

-~ T . “
) X s : . : .
donunant, economic system—so Sticialism had gone through similar stages, which had
- - T A -

O

_——""now . . : degenerated into ‘Communism’. Now (mmunism _teaches and pursues a

e
~— )

L . ) S . » . Lo,
twofold aim: merciless dass warfare and the complete abolition of private owneérship. .
The encyclical alfirmed that the other section which still retained the hame of

. Socialism avus much more moderate in its view. ™ot only does it condemn recourse
N |

to physical force: 1t even nutigates and moderates to some extent class warfare“,, and

f
[

. . B S ‘ Lo
the abolinon of private propertv.” Pius \I speculated that 1f this development 1n
moderate socialism continues, * .. 1t may well come about that graduallv the tef@ets

V4 : s :
. =2 . . [
ol mitigated socialism wall no fonger be diuterent from the program of those who

;9

seeh to reform human society according to Christian principles.”

. T Although Prus NI talkeéd around socialism and felt that'a moderate form of

swtalism  had possibihties tor social retorm. he condluded in the end that his

. condemnation of soctalism Was n accord wath that of Pape Leo. He reasoned that

| s
| -
i

soctalism was sl Tﬁrnr. even though ats moderate section had modified ats

doctrine vn dass warlare and private property. Me, theretore. pronounce that *oL ol

1t really remaths socahismd ot wannot be brought mmte harmony wih the dogmas of

'

the (‘uthuh% Church. even atter it has viglded to truth and A]U\llu:“in the ponts We.
have mentioned: the reason being that 1t wneerves huh;an SOUIRTY 1IN @ wav utterly L

7 ahen to Christian truth.” Because of 1ts materabistic dotrime. lt‘dcd.n‘c\ that
oy
human  soclety  as an mstitution  esists only tor madterial well-hemg.  and c

consequently, in 1ts scheme of things there 15 no place *. . . For true socdal authonty,

g which 15 not based ‘ori temporal und matenal advantages, but descends from God
: . - ,

‘-
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. . S N : < .
- “afone, the Creator and last End of all thinps”” Pius NI condenins Communism

Quadragesimo  Anne, and although bhe wok « more svmpathetic approach to
. : b ‘

soctalism, - he still mamtamed that a Catholic mav not be a  Socialist. :l"his,
I

condemnation of Soctahsm was a source of deep concern for some. Cardinal Bourne,

|
. !

e British soclahists that

i .
the (Catholic Archbishop of Westminster, quickly assured th

t

~

this condemnation did jmt apply to them!
In Quadragesimo Anno, Prus NI condemned a particular theoretical Socialism.

which he defined a'(\qymg certain charactensucs. It 1s questionable whether the

particular kind of saialism he condemned actually existed in the real world of his

time. This could then be considered 4 ted! weahness in that the Pope tended to argue

from theory. rather than from a sense of being n touch with sl facts.

Prus NI regretted that many Catholis had been won over to socalism despite -

the warmngs of the Church, their excuse bemng that the church had favoured the

rich and 10 dung so had ignored the plight of the workigman. The Pope noted that

-

there were same Catholics who "L opt of greed for gan are not ashamed to oppress

the workmgman.” These same Catholies used religion as a cloah of respectabihity

v N . -
and o mesns (o corer up their unjust treatment of therr emplovees. Te made 1t cdear
that even though some Catholic workers saw the Church-through the eves of thew

&

untair emplovers, their view of the Church was unustitied. He noted that many of

them were vicums of the swaalist well-planned  propaganda scheme  against the

) - ) ¢ .

Church. Fhe Church he mamtaned has alwavs condemped  such  abuse of
v J\‘ ”

workingmen by their emplovers, *Such men\

'

ate the wause that the Church, without

deserving 1t, may have the appearanie and be accused of tahing sudes with the

2

wealthy, and of being little moved by the needs am&ut‘fering of the dlsinherited.’ﬂ
. [ ]
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He went on to sav that Pope Leq XIW's Rerum Novarum was hiving*testimony and

.. aftords the Jearest evidences that thess%mcs and Jontumeltes have been

4

- “ . 2
most unfairly directed at the Church and her teaching.

Quadragesimo Anno insisted that there-1s a tendency for moral standards to
. . ]
become eroded under the present economic system, and thus a serious cause for the
‘ & .
loss of sauls. * . . The condition of the economic world today lavs more snares than
v . 1 . /" - -
ever for human frailty ~ . . . Easy retusns. which an open marhet offers to any one,,
lead' many to interest themselves in trade and exchange, their pne aim being to make
S,
ciear profits with the least lubor. . . s The greatly Weahened accountability makes

v

hittle impression. as 1s evident, upon the onscience. The worst injustices and frauds

“ s

. ’ R ) . 35
take place beneath the obscyrity of the common name of a corporative tirm.” Pope

Pius XI asserted that if the governments had acted 1n a responsible manner and had

.
s

vigopousty, enforced the moral laws at the beginming .of modern hiberal Caprtalism.

they .. woudd have dispelled or perhaps averted these enormous evile. o . . For at
L]

the time W heh the new socral order was begtnrimg. the dictrmes of. rationalinm had

w ! 7

already taken firm ;huld’ of large numbers . . . .7

i)

Although Ps XTI reminded fallen awav Cathohes and governments of therr -
error, he put the blame for their spritual vacuum squarely where 1t belonged on

the shoulders of all wapitahsts who efploited their workers. As a resultTol their
F] N ' N
greed und cruelty, the true Chrstan spant has S0 . 0 become  impatred:. which

formerly produced such lotty sentiments even n uncultured imd 1lliterate men! In
. ‘ 1

i . , N :

tts stead. ‘man’s one subatude is to obtain s datly bread i afivewav he can. And
L - * .

so bodily labor, which was decreed by Providence for the good of man's body and

soul even after original sin has everywhere been changed mto an instrument of

.
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strapge perversion: for dead matter Jeaves the Tactory ennobled and transformed,

A - R 4~
where nfen are corrupted and deprdded.” . Huos s certamby o powertul mdictment of

mudern andustrial soGiety.
As a soaal encvelietl Quadragesimo Anno mahes some radical breakthroughs

precise]l v becalse 1t states that the primary moutvation of the economy must be the

cummon gowd and that the proper ordertng of econonue hfe cannot be left to free

.

.

‘/cumpemlon. . this 1s more thun an obection to abuses of the svstem. It 1s a

1

repudiation of the central prinaple of capitalism, 1ts ideological foundation. . . ."In
rejecting this principle Plus N rejects capitalism not just in its present form but in

. . V3 i .
its essential nature.”” Such is the wontention of the scholar Donal Dorr. Michael

+
el

. ~ - L4 > - .
- Ryan behieves that Quadragesime Anno'is a very serious indictment of capitalism as
ey -
. .

“such, though an indwntment by o man who perhaps had not thought through
R wulhucnt‘h what  viable alternatives there were on the 1mmediate  horizon.

Prus NI was not wntent qust to repeat and develop the teachings of Leo NI
On the u}mmr\. e was prepared teo go mudh further than Leo m domg what
: 4 §

would He alled o structural analvsis’ ob souety, fowating the nadequacies and

built-in ingustices thots structures . . . . On the other hand he alse avods the

» N
v

opposite miastahe, namely, that of blaming the structures of socety for all s alls)
“‘ - r} * -

(Qutaddr agesime Anno condluded with an gppeal to those dergy and lavmen who

Care trarhed and selected far Catholic action--workaingmen as well as emplovers, for a

tenewal of Christian values and for making every efloft to bring the workers back

O

to the Church, ‘let then. all men uf pod will stand umted. Let all thuse who,

_. under the pastors of the Church, wfsh to fight this good -and peaceful fight of

Christ, as far as talents, powefs angd station allow, strive to play their part in the
. , 67
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| .
Christian renewal of human sactety., \xhnc}ﬂ Leo NXIH anaugurated 1 his meurtn]
M .

. ]

410 !
Encvdial, Rerum Novarum. Although looking back {orty vears, Puus \I's
\ .

Quadragesimo Anno had laid the groundwork for his successors. Pius NI aould do

some noteworthy expansion on the ideas elaborated bv Pius X1 -
4 . o

?

. Bl
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. ]
The English tmnslauo(u:uf Quadragesimo Afmw used 1in Chapter 5 1s taken from
§

3

-
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CHAPTER o

POPE PIUS XII (1939-1958): ON LABOUR AND SOCIAL JUSTICE

v
-~

A lawver by tramimg, Pope Prus NIL successor to Pius NI was elected to the Papaey
in 1939, after having served as a Churh diplomat for many vears. Dunng his
Yalmost twenty vears as Bishop of Rome and head of the Church, he wrote

- .

extensivelv on a broad range of 1ssties whith embraced the totality of. hife during

this turbulent ape. At the onset of his pontificate, World War 1 bepan; hence. peace

became his majr concern. Much of his social teaching was presented in the form of
. -~
1
~ persona| alJocutions, as he preferred the spoken and direct wontact with his hsteners
. ] . A

to that of impersonal written documents. Hrs trequent use @ the eléctronic media,
Where he presented his sudal teaching i the lorm of redio addresses. enabled him to
resch o much Targer sudience, while @t the same Time 1L bepan o trend tor future

Popes 10 1ellow. I s radie message delivered  on Penteuost Sutday 1941

.
P

commemorating the f1ttieth anniversary of Rerum A ovaram he gave thanhs to God
for ;hl& lstorical document which had shewn ;sﬁd) deep Loneern bor industrial
’ T, ¥
workers, at a time when wurking wnditions were such that w0 was almost
ﬁnposwibl:: tor them to-lead « Christian fife.
Shortly Gfter he  was Pcle};trd o the Papaeyy P NI mdicated: that
Quud) agt‘a‘imu.Almu would remamn the hasic charter ot Catholie sodial and ‘economie
o . » j
Cdoctrime. He also reasserted the prinaples of Leo MIE and Pus N on laboliy relations
and. State ﬁatcrxentmn 1o sateguard the VL:»mmun good. fwo of Pus IS magor
concerns 1n s social teaching were the need for Catholits to ~taxke seriously the

copperative svstem recommended by Pius NI m (Quadragesime Anno, and his grave

1il
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woncern that the mdividual would lose bis identity and become no more than a wop

m the mechanism ot an all-embracng State or giant andustrial wel of power. so

f
r

. ) N J‘
Rclxnructerlstlc of our highly orgamized mdustrial agt\;.
¢ N !

!
In his radio messages and personal allocutiohs, Pope Prus ML addressed himselt

‘o four major issues in contemporary soctetv: the relations between capital and

-

labour: the charactenstics of the ‘st wage,” the role of the Swuate in regulaung the

eeonomy. and the ownership and nght to private property. On the wndiion of

labour. the Pape dealt with this 1ssue m terms of a Christian ethic, rather than' from
. ¢ '
a purely economic and politial perspective. On the complen lubour issue, thesHoly

Father was fully awuare of the stresses and struins the workers have to contend

h i

with 1 this modern industrial age. He stated that the workers are ‘opposed by a

-

machinery which s at variance, not onlv with human nature, but #ith Gods plan

“and with the purpose He had in creating the .g"snds of the earth”” He referred to

.

psrchologiat studies on motvation which revealed that when the worker 15 ‘faced

with o job which distorts or degrpdes his personality to the vanishing pont, it slows

. of
down s productine effort and thus reduces considerably the advantages gained

.o

twenty-bive vedrs ago by methamzation” One of the majpr hindings o these studies.

- . |
Was the worker’s response to respect tor s personal worth, Fhe Pope states that it
N | |

'

seems that the most outstanding of these 15 an active mterest n his tash. which
- ¢ I
engages the artention of the man and gnves him a fechny of putting s perdonal
. |
resources o work and developing them.” ) co- [‘
I

\ L
. Op the dipmity ot the human person and his personal worth, the Pope shdwed

h'S -

I
his deepest concern for the worker. In an address to the Nalian workers at the Fiat

plant ih Turih, the Pontiff explained to them the Cht}—rc}i’s proposals  for

© .
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sacio-economic reforms, He stated. "B the Church an her soual teaching, always
. y) .

»

mnsists un due regard for the mnate digmty of man; 1f she demands a just wage for

N N B - * -
the worker mn lis contract of emp}u_vmem; i she exats adequate assistance for him
1

in his spinitual and matenal needs, surely the reason s that the worker is a human

being and his capacity fuor work should not therefore be considered as mere

)
merchandise!

4

(On the subject of work. both Popes Leo NI and Puus NI taught that work has
a two-fold character, Le., that 1t 1s both personal ond necessary. Pius NI added
another dimension tu his predecessors” teachings by proclaiming that work s also

swtal 10 nature. The Pope considered work sociad for several feasons. First, because
*of maf’s nature, work can have a*unifving effect. Secondlv, Jt unites men n their

o <

4 -
common tash to obtain {or sgeiety the necessarv goods and serviies to meet therr

varied socal needs and | finally, work in 1ts service fo humanity. draws men closer
: - |

‘to Godo Phis, notwithstanding the tact, that the Popg was fullv aware that the
, [

‘
- -
'

workplace tor many feil far short of this ideal. - - ’a

i

Under the present econonnd” svstem of hiberal capitabism “and collectiv ism. Pras]

.

v prucl;nm;d m s r.\hnrtdtx;\n. Menti Nastrae that ‘the damage caused by the
two economic svstems Leapritabism and Commumsnt? should convinee evervone, and

. . . ;
pnests‘ in partieular, that thev should adhere and reman faithiul to the soual
teachiny of _the Church’ UHe reh:rsl here to the Churchs teaching which presents a
. ,‘gnmcpt, o :1 sontal econemy open AR the Chistian view s;i man. mspired by the

’ prinaples of Jharity and swdl jusm'u \
. .
Like his predecessors, Leh NHI and Puss N1, Pius NI recognizedothe necessity and

) - - >
legrtamacy of trade unions. He reattfirmed that ‘trade umons have ansen as a result

@
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Py '
of (‘apnalssm*f' and that “the Church has-gnén them its approval.” He also defimed

- their primary role as thet of defending the workers” mterests in“labour agreements.

However, he cautioned labour umons agamst anv notion that the best interest of the

-

F] .

workers are served by the old method of dJass conthet. He noted in s Christmas
v o

message of 1952 that he was not at all happv with the trend of the umon

movement over the past ten vears. He stated that ‘access to emplovment or places of
B |

- e

labour 15 made to depend on registration in certdin parties, or 1n organizations which

deal with the distribution of emplovment. Such discrimination 1s ipdicative of an

. * |
tnexact woneept of the proper function of labour umons and their ‘proper purpose . .

. . . . )
.. He was alse wneerned that unions "were becoming giant monopolies in which
# N
the mndividual was not onlv swallowed up. but also oppressed 1n terms of freedom

~

ot conscience.” These were peneralizations, as he did not single out a parucular
univn or neme o particular wuntry _where these abuses occurred. U may be noted

that “Judging from soaal condrions at the time, 1t 1s probable that this warning was

e D c2 - - -

directed primanly to Germany and secondanly to Belgium, Prance and Tty

Mornever, socialism and even Communism imfiuenced the thm}m{g ol many labour

n : L
leaders 1in Belgium, France and ftalv. As 4 oresult, the major umons tended o be

-
'

anticlerical ff notaantirehigious. Sance “these unions in turn exerased considerable

)

pehitcal mtluence, et Catliohie members W ere subpct W pmblem; of " consuience.”

1

: . . - —_ s
On the night o fust wage.” Prus N insisted that ot should bel o living wage

\ -»

. ; - ¢
sulfivent tor the worker and; s tamily to Dive ot o level of comtort’ where the
A - )

parents wan tulfill their obligetions and therr natural nghts of supporting a famiy.

On the 1ssue of private prupérty. Pius X1 defended .the nght to private
ownership and the beneficial advantages to the individual, the family and the

‘ . 74
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. -
commumty nherent theremn. He.alsoi dentified ownership with freedom, as 1t

- * , | .
would serve as a bufter between the mvdlw'duai and the State. But, i an address to
v y e th >

the workers of Prote on (ic'tober 28, 1956 he noted that the Church proclaims that

o i
the ownership of private propertv can ﬂe.lther be unlini\ned nor absolute because of

its particufar social obhigations. {(
{

On tﬁe su}iject of technology. Pope Pius XII saw some of the pusitive aspects of

technology, but he did criticize the notion of making technology into an idol to be

: O . | .

worshipped, thus fostering and creating a mechanistic and technocratic concept of
‘ , : ,

e, For Pope Pius \l, hfe was a synthesis: consequently, the subject of every
| . )

|
b

human activaty s man, himsell, In keeping. mb&the Church’s social teaching, Pius

A reaffirmed that the buman person 1s a socual being, and, therefore, cannot be

separated from his social lite. ‘The Holv tather reminds us that modern man is

., R .

longing for a soaety which 1s more 1n heeping wath his human natere. The. world's
- L]
misertes. according to the Ponuf, stem from a disregard for peeple and Christianity.

- - &
and iclude ‘every degradation of socal hie which would reduce man to the status

. G
of @ mere obgrct to be explorted.

]
Pius N1 adso dedlared 1n several of his radio addresses the! necessty ol o human

v

economy winch should, regulate 1tsell according to man’s basie needs. vather than'
appeal w0 lus gl‘tc‘d’ and  vamitv, fostered by propaganda and hgh-powered
ad\ert;smgt Fhe Pope sited that o human economy as not based on the profit
motine of the fmanciers who dominate Capitalism. §t has been noted by Archbishop
" Emule Guerry that the Pope \\:ZLS [ﬁ‘t‘mthupled wirth the growing number of worhers
who come up aguinst wealthy interests which, undé‘r‘é’m'er of their remoteness,

succeed in totally neglecting-their social duty and make 1t almost impossible for the

75



- N ‘ ) R . . o .
worker to have anvthing for himself” = The Pope’ also affirmed that Iiberal
- capitalism based on the profit motive and State wapitahism based on pdwer 1 the

potalitarian State have both treated man as no more than an obgct of the meuns of

. »

production.

To correct thus kind of in ustige, Pius XII proposed an organic economy sinular
J

.

to that suggested by Puus X1 in s reference to ‘vocational groups’. Pis \H |
cottinued to propuse this idea, but by John XXH} 1t had tallen into disuse. He called

for management budies ‘who would function within the economic sector and act as

)

hnks between members of the same business for the common good. Jt was his belief

gthw%ﬁnr&nﬁkcmpemﬂem%ea&d—&%ﬂ%@umx*mlp_unmn and 1n

so doing promote better industrial relations based on justice, not only at the local

level but also for the commot\'a‘good of the enuire nation. In thas regard, he
!

mamntamed that the State bad o cruaal role to plav in regulating the economy. He

endorsed  nationdhzation  of  some  sectors “of  the economy, especially  where

unscrupulous . companies were wasting - productive resources of the wountry. He

beheved thzfl the State also had @ role 3  plav 1 creating emplovment through

pubhic  means, anﬁ he  recogpized  the need dor “emplovment  centers  and

PO

unemplovment Murance. However, he felt  that ‘;‘Thc‘ fagging  problem  of
: . | 3

. t "
Sunemplovment could  be dealt with th o more wonstructive manner at  the
. I
é . - ) “ N .
miernational Jevel. thus opening the 'doer to o new dimension of.Catholic Social

-

Teaching. In & tilh 1o the International Congress of Soaal Studies -yt Freiburg, he
[ wles,

'

proposed the tormation of o ot eftort on the part of afl men to 1ind a solution to
_unemplovment at the lowal and internationdl le\'&{. based upon the fundamental

principie o sharing the goods of the earth.
~
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On the national level, Pius {ll ‘deplored the tact that workérs “should be as

strangers i the economic Jue of the nation. They have the feeling that they are oh

the fringe of Sovety. The Pope defended the principle that the working class should
R s
have a sav in the management of the economvy.”  Howeéver, his reiction was against

those who said that this was o natural nght. His  far-reaching views on
! ! .
t

- \( -
. labour-management relations and a st economy pointed the wav to the mapr role

!
!

i - ~N
the Church was later to plav at the international level. bor example, Pope John
b . . , <
\ NXHI in Wis Mater et Magistra and Pacem in Terris and Pope Paul V1 in his
i
1 i s o .
Populorum Pragressio drew extensivelv from the modral and social teachings of Pius
8
i
j

XH. b - &

! Al 14

[ ’

| .-
I . N . .

In summary, Pus XH made .a great advance in Cathali “social theorv with
P »

i
i

respect\o ité! views on property. In his defence of the nght ‘of the indnadual o

own prx\ate'j‘pmpert\'. he <avs that the gopds of the car#h are for all people to.

. <
enuble them/m lead a detent human life. The country” or ares 1 question Jdoes nat

i * N
o atsell haye to posess Mg wealth tor thes to be accomphished. Awording to Prus
. .
Mot the equitsble distnbution of whatever goods are avatlable, t“',‘t,}\en 1t the
country tselt s poor. 1 n'r‘ no matter hiw mlubh wealth there may be m a ginven
) -
ared, the country wannot be said 1o be economicaltly, prosperou; if 1ts people do not
have the "opportumt\ to share equitably in 1ts wealth . . . . In defending economic
prosperity in this way "Pius A was well abead of the econonusts and planners of

.

. 14 -
his time. .

. .

In one sense Pus NI appeared tu be mure conservatne n his- approach to

e . . .
cgpn}msm" than Pwus NI, but in another sense fie was more pragmatic. He saw
capitalism as meeting the needs of people, but nof without serious reforms. It should

» 17



| ) .
also be noted that the dencahism and trniymphalism that characterized the styvle of
| .

- ! . .
earher socle]l documents” begins to disappedr in writings and speeches of Prus XIL
. |

_-“Fhere 55 alse an incressing sophistication i Paas NIFs work, more consultations with

experts.. etc. This will increase under John N\IiL Pope Pus "XII's SUCCESSOT.
) .

|
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*® .
1 Robert C. Pollock {ed.)I'he Mind af Pius X 11 (New York: Crown Publishers,
f
1955), 70.

™lohn F. Cromin and Harrv W. Flannery, The Church and the Workingman (\ew
York: Hawthorn® Publishers, 1965). 54.

3 1bid., 34. }
4 The most Rev. Emile Guerry, The Social Doctrine of the Catholic Church (New
York: St Paul I’uhlthuxn; ]%l); 66. | e
5. 1bid, 13, Yo s
6 Jeanf\ ves talves and ddacgues. Permn, [he Church and Social .Iusliu; Chieaga
Regnerv, 19611 39,
7 Ibid. 3Y. . oy,
& Cromin and Flannervy. ( ‘hu‘i'ch and the H'm*Az‘ngnyn 41 ’ ".
9 fbid. 42.
|
o Ibid. 42, . | .
11 Jhe Mind of Pius X141 31 ) . ’
12 Guerrv, ’Suc;al Deoctrine. 76. ’ .
13 Ibid. 119.
R - : +

78



3

14 Donal Dotr. Option for the Poor (Marvknoll. New York: Orbis’ Books. W?f L83

i

a /

» -
' =
B
a
.
+
. —~—
+
s .
»
. ,/..)
. N :
i’
N »
- R -
- P
.
N .
- %
- »
e o
- . . ¢t
-
. E
AW .
.
“
H s
»
L)
& - , - . -
. -
.
. N
-~ - -
¢
. ~
- * +
f
M
.
— " _— -
.
2
- . 79 .
w
&
.
i [ .
N
[N

4



*
“

~

L . CHAPTER 7 B

JOHN XXII'S MATER ET MAGISTRA ON CHRISTIANITY. AND SOCIAL~

s

“RROGRESS L,

Pope John NXHI was a watershed pope, Uedicated 0 opening the Churchs to dialogue
) with the world, and his encyclical Mater ef Magistra. on Christianity and Social

- f Progress, was an expression of that commitment. Ths document, addressed to all

Catholics, 'was a slgnlficant bre,akthroggh 1 that prev;ous encvclhicals 'wcreﬂon]):
‘ ‘ " addressed o the-yBishops. ‘Now, for the first time, ne see a rec:)gnitwn of the luty
and a 'léss vertical view of. the Church. Whileé"m sorhe “respects Mater et Magistra
M ’ N -
," does not shift ‘1ts direction from that set by earheri popes, espé;ially by Rus Xl in

— - - - . .
_ another sense 1t dJoes make a major contribution to Catholic social teachung in

L]

. . - . * : 1 .
turning the Cathohic Church 1n o« new direction on social issues.- Not only s it
concerned with matters, of” sodtal moralits 10 industrial nations as Pope Leo XIIL

Prus N1 and Pius NI had been, but 1t also embrdees the whole world. Like Pius ML
Pope hohn ottérs o postive propusal tor the economie -order but on o much broader

- . v Q‘ - . K
base. In Muater et Magistra Pope John mahkes 11 quitg dear- that, the muaterial

universe ond the material aspect of man’s labour has been. Willed by Gad. and the
! “ :

s .
wurld we see around us and of which we are in touch through aur senses has been

‘ reborn anew through Christ’s incarnation. Onpe of the man themes 1 the Lncvclical

- 715 thut the world 15" moving 1n tme as a totel umt wwards u deeper sense of
* . . '

* . co-operation and commumty. The Po recognized that in lde there is tension
ope \ _Tecog

A - .«

between the spiritual and temiporal existence . of rehigious people. As: the utle

suggests, he attempts to fuse these opposites by appealing to Catholic lay.

"
”
-
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wetety of our time, ’ .
Mater et Magistra, Wke Quadragesimo &nno, began by rev lewing the historical

_content -of Rerum Novarum and Leo XIIFs protest against the spitit of Capitalism

.

and the unjust svstem of la“mfez—fa_ire whigh denied the industrial worker s basic

rights as an mdividual. The new Encyelical drew attention # the fact that this was

also & period of rapid techmeal, social and economu change, s hich alsy compounded

the 1ssue. 'On the one hand. the economic and political situation was m the provess

of ‘radital change: on the other, numerous clashes were tlaring up and avil strife .

- .

.

‘had been - pl‘m'nket:l."; L. .

. .

* John- XXIII noted that during this period of laissez-fuire, capitabsm a tew

. . Ay NN

-

" greedv- men (_\M\amassed great fortunes, while largé numbers of workers were in
g ) . '™ - L . .

dire strasts. Therr  wages At tmes were gt the stamvation Jevel, and working.

Yo ) ., . ) n
=% conditions were-such that they were_ anurius to \\Aﬂu:r.s health, as well as to their

“ . ’

nivral and sprritual avell-being. ‘kspedally inhiman were the worhing conditions to
o LT i i . A
- e - L L R
which chuldren and women Weré subjected.” The threat of unemplovnient was also
v . . ¢

w

Al -’

N ’ Lo -
winstant uand this had a serious

o

. duted that some of the revalutionary methods the workers were driven to gt trmes

3

were largely due to therr hopeless and nuserable lot i Iife. Hesaw that these
N i . " Y .

‘ problems which Leo XHI had eddressed himself 1o m 1891 had not wended with the

publiation ol Kerum Novarum but had resurfaced vver the past forty vears and

k -

Bome o serous ‘issue n o ditferent ndustrial milieu. As a tesult. Puus XIs

b [ . . * N

encyclical Quadragesimo Anng called for g further appheatuon of Catholic social
N 3 . B ’ - .

texching and the principles of natural law. ‘In fact. unrestricted competition, because

s
.

- : 81
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orgamizations to play a more active role in (;hrmmm'/ing the soctal and economic

miluenet on the stability of fanuly lite. Pope John



5

of 1ts own inherent tendencies, had ended by almost destroving nself. Bt had caused

v

a gredt accumulation of wealth and o wrresponding concentiation of power i the

hands. of & few who are frequentlv not the owners, but only the trustees and

¥

. . . P - 4
directors of mvested funds, who admumster them at thewr gou pleasure.

When Pius X1 began 1o write Quadragesime Anno, the guestion of the rights of
£ 3 ) 4 g

the industrial workers was not his majpr concern, but rather the reconstruction of

Vo
L ~ - - .
the soctal order in toto. The two mayor ssues with which he had to contend were

By

Dirst, the growth of the all-powertul state: :md‘ second, the class eonthiut between
capital and Tabour, 'lio correct these swial sssues, Prus NI proposed "thuthewnumiu
undértakings be gu\‘érneii by justice and charity as the rprmc:lpal laws of socal lif;a.'5
Pope Johnm \.‘EHI uls(%'» noted that Prus XIl in his Pentecost ‘message June 1, 1941
’CDDfll'TI'le\\t‘h'Zg_ Leo XIT's linc\'::hml ‘s of permanent valug and has rich and ai)‘ldmg

. RO . ] p
usetulness.” The encvidials Rerum Noverum and Quadragesime Anno were both
issued in response to the wontemporary needs of theirn ume. Likewise, when Mater et
) . co
Magistra appeared new problems reguirmg soual stice had to be deadt with, not

Ed

vrtly on the natiwonal, but ‘on the flobal level as well -
- &'.
Mater et Magistra Was issugd 10 response to' those needs which swere oreated

+

b rremenduus changes i the Dields of saence and technologyt As o results the socal

, - and political scene was radidally altered as well. Agamst thiv hachground of rapuld

transtormationr and constant change Pope Jolin began 1o develop the soaal teaghing

’
F]

- ’ ‘ * -
ol the Churdh, ‘both “to wonfirm and esplain more fully  What our predecessors

oy ¥

taught, and to set torth the Church’s teaching regarding the new and serious
“problems of our dav’ The Pope begins Mater et Magistra by developing the
~ ’ ‘ i )

teachings of Rerum Novarum and by explaming why there’ should be both private
%

- >




-

imtiative and state ntersention in regulatmg- the ewonomy.

- . L2
soutets at large 1s that man 18 its creator and. theretore, has the power to reshape 1t

1
N L4 ) .
according to moral law. :

- With special reference to the economy. John NXHJ affirms *. . . that i economic (
LI I . ‘

aftairs Tirst place 1s to be given to the private imtiative of individual men who,

Pope John's view of

[l

erther working by themselvesmor with others in one fashion or another. pursue their

o 8 m : . .
common interests. In agddition, he called for a large role for the state 1n a modern

economy, and the private and public sectors as collaborators rather than competitors.

VAlthough Pope John does not broaden the prgnciplgs set down by previous

.

encvehicals in regulating the growth of big government. he does call for new
4 . s,

_apphications. ‘Consequently, 1t 1s requestéd again and again of public authorities
responsible for the cuomnion good. that they intervene m a wide varety of economic

aftairs, and that, 1n a more extensive and orgamzed Wav than heretofore, they adapt

<
mstitutions, tasks. n‘mms. and provedures to this end” Pope lohn has a certain faith
".y . s . . * .

' . LI ' . 4
.1 what could he considered o reformed vefsion n/, the Wellare State--but a

‘reformed” version Like s predecessor, Prus VL hie called 100 greater” equity i the

.

distribution ol yoods He also insisted on thiree ciiteria for a ust econuy: prodlice

- an abundance. ot posds and serviees; distabute them eguitablyv: make the producers

t

themselves more human in the provess. ;
. . i

. . | ol
The Encvclical went on to note that state intervention in the economy *should
i §
not ml“rmge on the rights and freedom of the individual. und made’ dear the

'

importance of protective Jaws to safeguard the treedom of the individual against the

potential tyranny of the all powerful state. For, . . . where pni‘aie initative of

’ t

. L . s : N ) Mo ; .
individuals is lacking, political t¢ranny prevails.”  However, he did point out the

Te

.
-
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benefrts of o mized ewnomy and the resulung advantages to the mndividual from

- At

state ntervention on behall’” of the ndivadual, as o the wase of !malth care,
education - for the masses, protective legislation for workers, h(\usihg et;.' Such an
ud\iumg in social relationships deﬁﬁnely brings numenl)uq services and advamuées.’“

On the subject of wages;. Mater et Magistra. hhe its predecessors Kerum
Novarum and Quadragesimo Anno, insisted that every worker 15 entitled to a ‘Just’
wage. To determenthis, several factors have to be considered: the emplover and the-

fimancial state of his business; his or ‘3(} corporatian’s profit margin, 1f any; the

emplovee’s wntribution. and the total welfare of the community. John XXII

-expresses ‘profound sadness when we observe, as.1t were, with our own eyves «

i - «

wretched spectacle indeed—-great masses of workers, in not a few nations, and even

- A -~ .

i whole continents, receive too small a return from thewr lubor” " As a result of

paving the workers less than subsastence wages, great’ masses of \\"ur]\e‘rs -and their
b

tanhes Tive n squalor, and huang conditions, which ;m} net m heeping with their

dignity as human beﬁgs. In dr\'e]upliag his defimtion of the “just® wage, Pope John

rexcted the ec(mm;nc theory that wages should be determined by the laws of the

marketplace. Like his ;fedg‘wssm‘s. he belteyed the ust” wage should be poverned by

justice and equity and the requirenients are ‘that workers receive o Wape suttioent
« 4

to fead o hie worthy of man and to Judiall tamity responsibilities properiv.’ In

‘exponding and developing the comples 1ssue ol the “ust’ Wage, Pope fohn spssted

that remuneration tor work should be 1 accord with “what concerns'the common
1

goad of a1l peoples; namelv, of the varods States assoviated umong themselves, but
e ! 4
differing .1n character and extent.

Mater et Magistra further noted that there should not be a privileged class of

= &4 ) 4 . -

-



haghly.

. . .
pasd  workers at one end of the spectrum., and the extremes of high

s uemplovment and nunimum wage at the other. These estremes pf highs and lows

must be brought into balance 1n order to maintain the organic unity of society and
- .

v

the famuilv of natwons. In addition to the “ust” wage, the Encyclical defended the
rights of the workers to share 1n the profits, deuston-making. and munagement of

various enterprises. The document noted that™n many countries today. the economic

-
-

svstem Is such that large and medium size productive enterprises achieve rapud
growth preaisely because

N finance replacement and plant expansien from thesr
\ Y

own revenues. Where this 1s the case, we beheve that such compames should grant
|

to workers some share in the enterprise, espectally whese thev are paid. no more
. N Rk : “ N

than the migimum wage. ~ The encvclical noted that ‘it 15 of the utmost importance

X ) N 7 . o - S - "

that productive enterprises assume the character of a true human fellowship whose
. i . - ‘ LI

spirit suttuses the dealings, activities gnd standimy ot all 1ts nsembers.”  FPurther 1t

asserted that ‘ths requirés that mutual relations between emplovers and directors on

. L] .
thy one hand and the emplovees of the enterprise on the other be marked by mutual

respect, esteem and good will. 3t oalsoe demands that all wllaborate sicerely and
harmoniousiy i thetr gunt undertaking.

°

f
4. sav o, and may Jml\c & mmr-lhunmg

teward, the ethioent runnmg  and

| hiis means that the workers mas have

development ol the enterpaise.

-

»But by ne means talloas that those who work

datlv in such oan enterprise o to he considered merely as servarnits, whose sole

”

function 18 te esecute orders silently, and why-are net gllowed to interject ther
.
destres and interesta. . . Ax?d finally, in defense of the workers, the em.\'dicul
drew awentign to the fact that workers do hate an innate desire for more
. hY
responsibility in industry. It was his behief that through worky” the * humén
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- . -

personality 1€ expressed. and if this opportunity tor self expression 15 stifled through

. N -

. ¢ e - .
dehumamzing  routide  dabour the worler will, not develop into o Tree and

responsible human ~ being. Johh NXHPsimiddle wav hetween the extremes of

collectivism on the one hand and hibera) capitabism on the other brings a new sense

ol hope for the worker. This promising Christian social order embodied 1n Mater et

‘Magistra is intended to rase the constiousness of the worker so that he becomes

-

more fully awafe of who he 15 as a human being and of his democratic freedoms
/ -

-~ v v

and responsibilities. : o

In his theology of work, Pope John s 10 accord with Jhus predecessors Leo NI,
Prus N\ and Pius X1 on the right of workers o join labour unions for ‘their mutual
beneftt. Simce umons can onlv operate freels within o democratie soviety. The Pope

sees them as another smportant intermediate proup where workers can participate

.

L
and. m so domg, have a vowe o making the workplace more human. On the second

fevel, they, also act as a budter between the stute and the mdividual. The document
X ) O o
noted that “These bodies no Jonger recrut wWorkers for the purposes ol strife but
. . ' ' .
tather tor pursuing” o common am. And this v adieved especially by collectine
k . N ’
bargaiing between assoctations of Workers and those vl muanagement. But 1t should

1
— «

be emphastzéd how. necessary . .. .3t 1s tef ghve workers an oppartumity to eert
: 4

. , .
infltence outside the hinfits of the mdmvidual productive unit, end indeed within all

V- . . T
ranks of the commonwealth. ” John ANXIH went-onto pratse the Chnistian unsons,

neutrsl dnons, and the International Labour Organization for their good work and

their d"en’n:mds for soctal justice. R L .
On the subjct of private property.: Mater et *Magistra aftirmé the nght, to

+
a

B() . v

i

-
-~
.

oo

property on the basis .that man is prior to the state. He also stresses priotitv of .



-

N

-
.

principle thut goods of the earth must meet the needs of all for a human life, and

that every svstem of private property must meet this tat to be ust. He points put

’

that ", . . the right of private property, ingluding that pertaining to g(mds devoted to
) A d . ®

productive enterprises, i$ permanently valid. Indeed. it 1s rooted 1h the veryv nature

of things, whereby we_learn that individual men are prior to avil seciety, and

“

. . - . . R .
hence, that ¢val society 18" to be directed toward man as its end.”  He continyes R
. 3 £33 .

N

<y

it 1s indeeJd surprising that some reject the natural role of private ownersh{p. For 1t

is ... an effective aid 1n safeguarding the dignuty of the human person and the free
exercise of responsibility in all fields of endeavor. Finally, it strengthens the

stabihity  and- tranquillity of famly hfe, thus contribuung to the peace und’

.

prosperity of the commohwealth.'™

.

«

,Pc‘)pe John noted that the concept of private property Qas been affected by
several changes. The workers are not so dependent on private property as they
tormeriy had been. Thgy no® rely more on their traimng, skills and professions,

While the role of mansgement 1 imdustry has also altered the relationship between

)
. Al

. ) .
ownerseob waprtal n large industigl u\nmplcw}.) The encvdhical then outhined two

i - , i
areas Where the role "of the madern State had \dimingshed the dependency of the
worker on private ownershup Thus toas aso gorte clear that todav the aumber o

. -
Ve

¢ +
persons 1soincreasing Wha because of recent advances i oinsuraice programs and

. B N

Various svstems of soddal sewurttn, are able Te bk e the tuture w g tranguithity,
i

I'his sort of tranquilhity once was rooted 10 the ow nership of property. albeit modest.”

.

’ .

, N new arex of the soclal question was developed 1n Mater er MaZistra when

Joghn XXNIH Emsessed‘the role of the family farm and the issue of ugriculuire as a

. > -
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depressed sector of the economy gloabally. T'he encvilicad advocated that the best
ecohomy s @ balanced one, and one medns of achieving this obective s o graduated

tay law so that the mdwvidual pays tases according to tis means. ‘But in

determining taxes for rural dwellers, the general wellare requires public authorities
“to bear in mind that 1acome 1n a rural economy 1s both delaved and subject tp

g}'eater risk. Moreover, there 1s difficulty 1n finding Ldpltd] S0 as to Increase returns.

““Mater et Magistra also alled for social msurdnue and social security, one to

o

cover the agricultural output and the other to provide coverage for the IF
- ¢

'hes familv. B othe familv farm 1 o survive, Pope John insisted that ats productivity
_should be sufficient to provide the fanulv’ with a decent living standard. ‘To bring
this about, 1t 1s very necessiry that farmers generallv receive m'qtrucﬂtulxms. be “hept

’

miormed of new de\elopments. and 'bc technically assisted by trained men. It s alse

.

necessary  that  farmers wrm amum themscl\cx mutualuud sm:etlcs. tlm lhe\

estublish protessional awuatmns Jn\T that they lunctien efd wentlv in publi’ mc
.1

thato s, v arious ddnnmxtr.xn\E bodies and 10 politiedl atfares”

Pope John insisted  that the rural -worker, lnlw s counterpart In ipdustry,
shuuld _organize and benetit from ml)mtl\&mwaumm pn\\t‘l that 15, Tarmers
st -

shouhd Jum tngcther m fellowships, espeaally hen the tamilv nsell works the

‘
+

’ - s . i o e
Farm. Indeed, 1t s propet fur rural workers w have o sense of sohdaney. Thes
, .

should strive jointly to set up, mutual-aid sacieties and professtonal sssaaations . ...
. ! e .

&
- ‘ i
Besides, acting th this mannin: farmers are put on the same fouting as other classes
: ! ) !
)

of workers Who tor the most part,” o together m such fellowships. . .. For today

fl

. o
1t 15 unguestionably true. that the sobitary voice speahs, as thev sav, to the winds.

Pope John NXHI 1n his outreach prOgvrum saw the world as one family under

4 ¥ .

s

.

2
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God: therefore, no natien, group or persu'nv-;huuld sufter deprivation. while another

t.‘l'lj\‘l\‘f% d;] overabundapee of gﬂ\‘yemcm:;s anid comtborts nl‘hlc. it ;s therefore, o

. moral obligation, he stated, for the more attluent nation; to help those who are less

fortunate and underde‘\cluped) “Therefore, the nations that enjoy o sulficiency and
T » -

abumdance of evervthing mav not overlookh the . plight of othfr nations whose

aitizens experience such domestn problems that they are all but overcome by
- . - )

”~

poverty and hunger and dre not able to engpv basic human nghts. . . . Consequently,,

.

1t 15 not easy for them to heep the peace advantageously if excessive imbalances

exist 10 their economic and social conditions.””” Notable inequalities between different

.
. -

—

“nations, different parts of a country, and different groups, eg. the industrial
workers \is-a-vis the rural workers, are morally Wrong. They cause some to hile

_preat power.over others and they alienate people. What Pupe John 1s insisting on

here 1s that not only must, absolute poverty be overcome, but alsor relative poverty.

» The tone of Mater et Magisira 1 personal nature and stresses that sooety

.

exists for the protection and well-beany of the mdividual. *The cardimal pomt o, thas

- . ~ - - . -
teachiny s that mdividual men are nﬂcx’\w\ the toundation. catse, and end of all”

. s .
soctal mstitutions, Me are reterrmg e human beimgs, ms“l.n as they ate sooal by
- . - .

nuture, and raised to an order of enstence that transeends and subdues nature”” The

-

encvedial msisted  that ‘beginming  wathi dthis very “hasie prinaple whereby the

dignity oF the human person 1« aftirmed and defended. Holv Church--especialiy

during the last century and with the assistance of ledrned priests and lavmen,
¥ 3 A p .

N -

speviahists o the Qeld--hzm arrived at clear soctal teachings, whereby the mutual

. 3

relatsbnships of men “are ordeted.” . , Q .
Mater et Magistra stressed that the Soctal Teaching of the Church is essential

.
s
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!

- !

for modern man, and that 1t must contthue o grow and tlourish 1n order for the

Churlh o futtilt her spratust mission 1y the world, Jor the irst time i Cathohic
.o * g .
‘ w3 .
i

soctal teaching, Mater et Magistra represents a clear and realistic position that is

more identifiable with the left than with the nght. Although ‘Pope John preserves'a .

..~ he stresses the principle of subsidiarity . |
. ) .

clear continuity with his predecessors . .

o

. . “ . . -
. he insists on the importance¥ vocational groupings and sinular intermediate

organisations . . . . he maintains that intervention by povernment. . . should be |
. —— !

limited . . . . John XXHI differs from Prus XI and Prus NI in his Judgnient about

where 1n fact such state intervention is requited . . . . Retaining continuity with

s

previous social teaching from a ‘doctrinal’ point of view, 1t 1s startingly different in

its net effect. For i fact 1t proposes a pmg‘rumnie of action that mlﬁght'\\ell have
been borromed from. the maniesto of, a moderste socialist political

Fhe Encvdiad concluded with the hope that the Church’s soci

NOTES ' 3

.

The Ebnglish translation of Mater et Magistra used in

.

.
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J Se\;en Great l:'ncyclicals‘ itmnslated by Willum 1. Gibbons., S.1) Glen Rock, N
. l’aul’{sl };[css, 1963, 219-263. This Lncvelical s divided into 265 —s‘;:‘xnuns. Quaotations,
- from Mater et Malgistra will be cited by tl‘\e utle, f;)llm\ed by the sectjon numbe?
m brackets and the p?ige number mA SevengGregt Encyclicals.
‘1 Donal Dorr, Option for the Poor {Marvknoll, New York: Orbis Books, 1983), 87. *
[2 Mater et Magistrd oy 2220 - " *
- 3 Mater et Magistra (13) 222, -
' 4 Mater et Maglstm”i‘ (35), 2’26:5
5 Mater et Magistra ‘(3‘;), 227,
|6 Mater et Magistra (42), 227. '
7 Mater et Magistra (50), 229. -
E 8 Mater et Muagistra (S1). 230.
9 \lumi_et Magistra (541 230-1. . ‘ - . ©C
10 \Mater et Magwstra ((57), 241

N L]
11 Mater et Magistra (61), 2531 )

—

12 Mater et Magistra toéa, 2334
TE3 Mater et Magistra (71), 234,
14 /bid. ) ' .
15 Mater et Magistra (75), 235,
. . B 16 Mater et Magistra f‘-)i). 238,

17 Mater et Magistza (92), 238-9. :

w s

- 18 \Mater et f\iagls‘vt{ru 197;. 239,

~h

19 Mater et Magistra ¢109), 241,

-

20 Mater et Magistra®(112), 242.
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21 Mater et Magistra (105), 241. .
22 Mater et \‘mgls}'rva (“133). »247.
~23 Mater et Magistra (143), 249.,
24 Mater et Magistra (146), 250.
.25 Mater et Magstra (157), 252-3>
26 Mate;r et Magistra (219),'265.
27 Mater et Magistra (220), 265.
28 J:IA)orr, Option for idh'e Poor, 106.

29 Mater et Magstra (223), 266.
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CHAPTER 8 . ' o

JOHN XXIII's PACEM IN TERRIS (PEACE ON EARTH)

-

—_— ¥
LS ]

Pope John NXII's Pacem in Terris issued on April 11, 1963, \;ut‘hin a few. months ’

of s death, was s second sigmiicant contribution to the Church’s Soctale Teachnp— */

It 15 not only an address fo all Catholics but also an open letter to all men of good

will. It 15 considered 1o be the most powerful appeal for peace of anv of the’ papal
encvclicals up to that point 1n time. o -
\ ) .

-
o - -

Although Pope John was fully aware of the burden of story which all
generations must beat. he was confident that the common denomunator of all men of
0 - 4 : ! -

Jgood will was their desire for peace. But, hg msisted that peace would onls come-

*~ about of the rights of evefv mdividual on the globe were upheld. The encyclical’s o

[ . o .

theme of peace 1ncludes notions of social mstice, ke of one’s fellow man. and

, PN
-

persongl treedom os 1ty toundation. Pope John makes 1t dear.that the cornerstone of

4 wellordered and “just’ sucets must aceept on prinaple ‘that every human bemng 15 ;

a4 persan: s nature s endowed wirh mtethgence and tree” wall By virtuer ot tis,
. . = !

—he has mights and duties of s owng Hew g directhy and simultaneoyshy trom s L

.
&

’ B . - K . | .- v .
very nature, Which are therelore universal. imviclable and inalienable” In his moral 4
!

oy ) s o
‘ : L B -
proposal 1or peace, he, asserted, that every muanyhas the’ might 1o hife Iunlf-ﬂ‘pl\clttr,'\,

.-

. | . P

: ) . C | -
proper medical ware, and sm" security an the event of sihness et and that in °

B . _ ™ "
order to have a gust and peaceful sovery, these nights must be based on imorul - T

principles and constitutional recognition of each state. whether large or small. - “
. ? i | !
Pacem in Terris expresses a willingness st consult the social sciences aﬁd o
i 3 [
apply the social Gospel ‘of ~Christ to the pressing problem of disparity between 'rich *
. B L - - !
) o .
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N

e

“

and-poor nations of our time. Agan. this willingness o consult the social sciences .

Al

indicates ¢ change i direction from the earlier social encvehuab and s a growing
. > £ - Al

tendency in Jnhn. It 15 @ strength,iﬁ that 1t attempts to keep pace mth muodern

‘scientific’ 4d\ dnces. vet there 1s the ‘inherent dangef thal it rnﬂ lead:some people w0

lose sight of the permanentlx valid principles of Fathc»l:c Soual teachmg Popé Johk

comsidered 1t the duty of nch nauons to heip’ those who were ]ess_vformnate, :md
1 3
- L2 ! - Q- %

_ with the ad of thodern science and fechnology, to develop a better planned ecosomy’
- I - - . . .

where each and everv'persen has ‘the nutyr.ﬂ right 1o free inttiative 1n*the 2conomic

+

field. .md the~r1ght to \wrk

ES
Hu\w:\ er, thlx right tu work does not implv the right

'

of the emplover to resist t‘he orgumumﬂn of umens. because unions 1n ‘prm,cu‘i]'e,
o - . ) [N ) B . hd

-
.

. promote the right to work”on—a national and international level, @nd hate been
~ . 4

e o
- -

} ) i IS a

Jaghts s the nght to working conditions 1n which phvsical health s notendangered.

v . - 0 . -

motals are szntégudrdcd, and Noung peoples nur{nal development s Nt 1fmparred:

ol

Women have the right o workifg tonditions i aceprdante wWith their requirements
A ) S T

dr

" . - Y -‘
-and therr Juties av*wives and mathers.

the Workimngman to g proper ghage . . .

.

Pacem in- 1 erris alse defended the*fights of
sultiaent %L o provide Tor‘the worker and
' \“ §

q

“

P

v @ ) .o 1
s tomilv @ manner of hiving an Keepig with the dignity of thé humdn pemln.
. i ( . Lo s , ﬂ’
The dignity ol work also t&ul\ precedence Mer private prnpert\ m this dwument."; In

-» \-' . . . ‘-n

l’u(em in Ivnta Pope Jvlm considered private property-ds a 16].1!1\«: r!gllt‘ but not

-
- <

un_ absolute one. lts mulﬂ funcuon was t0 aid ‘in <ategudarding the d;gmt\' of thve

- ¢
human person and the tree e\eruse of respuns;hllm in all frelds of endeavor.

s

.

-

~sanctioned in’ Rerum Novarum. 'The encvclial siso insisted that linked dith these

« Xso Pacem in Iezns noted thdt through labour unsons; \\Uﬂ\ets were gl\en a’

S O

voice the economv and input i shaping the soclety 1q‘whlch they lived. As.a

3 . . ™
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t,

- L4 n . “
result of their own efforts, workers*were exerasing therr rights and had begun to,, .
-~ _ . 5’

s

- tahe an active role i government. This, m turn, ljad an influence on their soctal’

t

life und society at large. “Today, therefore, workers all' over the world refuse to be
treated as if they were iﬁatlonalv__gbjects without freedom, ﬁ)\bw uséd at the
arbitrary disposition of others. They 1nsist that they be always regarded as men

with’a share in every sector of human socrety: in the social and economic sphere, 1n |

~ - ‘ ‘

4 N - . -
public Life, and finally in the fields of learming ‘and cylture.”

. On the issue of.equality, Pope John noted that, racial discrinmination can neither
be usufied nor accepted, because 1t violates man’s natural digmty.
v .
Natural law theory also became less prominent in Pacem in Terris in that the

.

. * L

document directed 1ts emphasis away from the more ordered svcial framework of

Al

the past. to one of interdependence between nativns. This is defined by Pope John

NXHI un almost a secular way as @ means ‘of creating a busic order within the

-~ = world. Even though references to natural law were remforced with reference to
Cathobe teaching: nonetheless. the encvilical attempted to argue on ‘the basis of

- reason that 1t &ge possible to discover a natural order and use 1t as the foundation

for a new sense of nternational harmonv and ovder. In doing this the Pope placed
3

f\ the human person at the center of the encvilial -
The encvclial then vuthmed the @wmentuls ol the common good. In the fira

place, the tundamental rights of the mdividual should be protected. ‘Tor the common

> '
°

N &Y N .
good 1s antimately bound up with human nature.”  And. in the second place, each
@

“\

individual has the right 10 share in the cultural, social and economic benefisof the
‘ . . k3 .
political community, depending on ‘tasks, merts and circumstances”  This common
' 4
. . ) »
-good consists of good laws. cystoms and traditions which prowide the community

B 95
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and the nation with its orderl: structure and helps to develop in the individual a
sense of moral justice, which 1s beneficiul t[himself and the community. The
support system which g derived from the common good also acts as’an aid to the

individual's\spiritual well—b?zmé, as well as to his happiness. The doc/u%ent Ainmsted

.

that the common good become universal and thereby extended to the whole human

'Y

familv. John \:‘{]H reasoned that the modern Stdfe cannot e)u“t in iso]ation.sgqr has

it the capacity through its own imtiative to make the common good a universal®

realitv. ‘because the ¥gree of its prosperity and development-is a reflection and a

component part of the degree of prosperity and development of all the other
s‘ R i . o l

pohtical comMumues”  John NXHI, therefore. deemed 1t necessary that there be a

world government under law to facilitate and promote international soctal justice.
B } . )

The whole human family, acording to Pope John, is under God the Father and

Creator: and because thy world’s goods were created for all men. 1t 1« the moral

duty of rch nations to help those less fortunate. “lust as within each political

commumnity . . . the public authority of the world community must tackle and solve

- N I s .
problems of an economic, soaal, political or cultural chardcter which are posed
A" g 3 e »
the universal common good.  However, Pacem in Terris msisted that 1n order to

safeguard the rights of the individual states, the world authority should only act

v

where the mdividual state tatled 10 1ts duty to.protect the rights of 1ts aiizens or to

. ?

promote the common yood.

Sinee the themy ol internationalism 1s mterspersed thrétiQhoul Pacem im Teris,

1t opened the door tu future dulogue with socialism and Communism, although it .

e

did not mention either one by name, thereby avowding pontless confrontation. The

encvclical makes a distinction between Communism and historial movements,

A
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#which Pius X refersed to 1 Quadragesimo Anno. As a result of the nme frame in

which Pope John wrote .Pacem in Ferris, and with the expertence of two World

Wars to draw upon, unlike Pope Leo XIII and Pius X1 he prbposed dialogue with
< ’ ' ' :

these movements because he felt the truth embodied within them could be separated

‘from ‘false philosophical teachings.” ‘It is possiblé in some instances, according to this

“ - - 3
distinction between™ historical movements and false philosophical teachings, to -

separate Wwhat is ‘positive and true’ in the movements from the phiosophv 11 which®

. . R L . . . R
they may Rave originated and from which they may still draw inspiration.”  Pope
Iohn reasoned that this 15 possible because aithough the teachings reman unalterable.

- ) - z I
the movements which are constantly evolving, cannot help but undergo continual

change. ‘Besides, who ‘can deny that those movements, 1 so far as thev conform to
L)

the dictates of nght rezson and are interpreters of -the lawful aspirations of the

‘human  person, contain elements that are posiive and deserving of appm\ulr""j
Pope John's ideals of umiversalism and optimism, sveordimg te Cardinal Roy's
Rt‘flt’flio;ls on Pacem in lerris. wrtten on the ovuasion of the enuvdhicals tenth
anmiversary, are Founded on his Viston of ‘un ordered and hierarchical socrety .. -a
peramid of mtermediate bodies founded on the princple of subsidianty. In John's
model. Rov  continues, each ?nd{\\duul.. basic uammumt\'and group contributes
activeln, respecting authornty and serving the u)mmﬂn gnf»d .. Such was the
g
expectation of Juhn the optimist n 193" ’
‘To bring shout this just soctal order would not be an easy task tor men of good
will to achieve. According to Pacem in 1 erris 1t \.\'nu}d requite a reconudiation of
faith and action and the re-educatwn)ol the whole man. ‘It 1s L).ur opxnion, too, that

.+ .. . the 1nconsistency between the religious farth, in those who believe, and their

“ 97
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. & ) .
- ' : i
actitities mn she temporal sphere, resultsh?:‘ji great part if not entirelv-<from the lack -

.

. of a solid (‘hrisi'wn education. . .. It is indispensable . . . that in'the minds of the
voung, rehgious yalues shoul;l be cultivated and the moral con'science refined, in a
émnqer to keep pace with the continuous and ;:\'er_ more abundant assimilation of )
scientific and techm(-:al knowledgefls As a result, those who dre trained in the

. ever-expanding fields of 'scie;mce and technology will become mokally responstble for

»
y o

their actions. . - ’

'

As a moral alternative to-nuclear warfare, Pacem in Terris, 1s founded on the ' ,
promise of Christ, Peace 1 leave with you, my peace 1 give to you; not as the world
. s e e . :
gives do | give to you. (John 14:27)  Pope John XXHI considered it ‘a most exalted

E3

task, for 1t is the task of bringii{g about true peace Fh the order established by God.”"’

In many wavs, Pope John was trulv an nnovator 1 Catholic Secial je%mhing.
ot only doegahe draw from the heht ol the Gospel. but he seeks to dialogfxc with
the world dnS Isten to what 1 valid 1 secular sciences. He also opens the wav
greater dialogue with socahst movements When he gives credence to the beliel that.
these movements © . .0 so. far s they conlorm 9 the dictates ol right reason ...

LR
contain elements that are positive and deserving of approval.” ‘The primaple lad

down here 1s in fact apphied by Pope Paul V1 Ocogesima Adveniens. On labour

.

o which is the mamn thrust of this thess. Pope John NSHI makes the strongest

\

and (earest argument of any of his, predecessars for thet jusufication of umons for
all working people. He warns all men of god will to whom Pacem in Terris 15
addressed. as he had alreadv warned in Mater et M@istf’a, that . . . 1t 15 most ) ‘

necessary that a wide variety of socteties or intermediate bodies be' established . . . as

N 93 R T
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. 1 Pacem in Terns (9), 291,

2

#

-

" an indispensable mPans in suteguardify the &ignity and libertv of the human person.
- N L g b . .

b S N " R " * ’
L -According Yo Michael Ryan when he speaks of such groups as ‘imdispensable.’ he

“

is clearly saving that not only do le-have the right to form labour unions, but

) b ; v
there is a social need for working people to-belong to unions, if they are to have

<

2 N ~
input into social life. ‘The intent is that unions are to be favoured and encouraged -

" and should be promoted as much as possible. .

¢ ;

NOTES ) 8 - . ‘ .

The English translation of Pacem in 'l"érris used 1 Chapter 8 is taken from Seven

Great Encyclicals (edited by William J, (jiiabgms. SJ.), Glen Rock, N.J.: Paulist™ Press,
‘ ]

1963, 289-326. This Encyvdical is divided into 173 sections. Quotations from Pacem

in Terris will be cited by the title, followed by the section number in brackets and
thé page number in Seven Great Encyclicals.

2 Pacem in Terrs (16), 293

3 Pacem in Terris (19), 293,

4 Pacem in Ternis (20), 293, -

S Pacem in Terns (211 293, |

-«

6 Facem 1 terris (JO) 297 — ) -

7 David J. O'Brien and Thomas A. Shannon (eds. ). Renewing. | he Farth (New York:

-

Image Buoks, 1977). 119.

o 8 Pacem 1n Terris 155), 301 *

9 Patem in Terris (56), 30i,

-99

L



A 13 Pacem in ‘Terris (159) 323

- v ’
R EA - - .
- -t
. % - — -
» - ﬁ A‘A_I.:‘ it
» :
- :, ]
i 0
>~ 1
" 1 ~ -~
3 . .
v . .’ <
’ 2
¥ @
) | i
2 t
+ . e
s - &

’lﬂ Pacemu in 'lemt. (111) '%16

11 l’acem m 'lerm nm) 38,

-’ y

2 Wi mam F. Drum.mond Every Man a Brothez (Washingmﬁ: Corpus Books, 1968),

\93‘ Hi- o ik I

14 loséph Gremxli;on, The Gospel of Peace and Justu:e (Margknoll, N.Y., Orbis
Books, 1976), 118. - e
i5 Pacern in Terris (151) 321. o
16 Pacem 1n ATei'risf(ﬂO). 326; ‘ v L.
4 .- c J :
17 'PaLem m Terris (16'%) 324. . B
' 18 Pacenl in Terris (159), 323.
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19 Pacem in “Terris (24), 294. ) o Q . ) 7
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~predeuessafs Leu XHI PIUS Al and Pius \ll on mattets of social justice; and expands

8 . . y ) - LS . . ' - :
-‘ ~ '( N P : j"“"—;‘" . - ._:—,’ ‘ Cha <, N,_,_,,\T ._:._,-»
: BN R

v o CHAPTER 9

i POPE PAUL Vls POPULORUM PROGRESSIO ON THE DEVELOPMENT ’

OF PEOPLES (March 26 1967)

-

¢-
.- - - 7 , N . . s
. -

-

ln Populomm P: Ogre.sszo Pope Paul VI develops further the. teachmgs of hls

more fully upon John \\]lls Soclal téac&lun,g, at the mtem.ttnonal level. Thxm

l*nuvdlcdl is consxdered b’v some duthormes on Papa} Encvchcals to be the Rerum

Novanﬁg of the latter decades of the twentneth cemurv. Bv thxs ume, the socml

] quesnon which Rerum Nova:um had addressed in 181}1 had beuome of world-wrdc :

¢ J

) .x.oncem Prior to lns eleetnon to the Papacv, Paul' VI, had made mo mps to 'Latm

’ |

. A’merlca and ope to Africa -t touch and identif'y mth the povr. Shortlv after he

-beu:me ]’upe. Paul \J purnc\ed to the Hol\ Land and India where he was able to

.

Sev lmd touch pu\crt\ at’ e vedy vmrst Joseph (Jremlllmn notes tlm Paul Vi pay

c\u:ﬂemc H man ol the € huu,h <o« whose basik wirporate institution 1s the ( “otlege

wl Bishups 'xn mn xmplcmeutmu the collegmality stre«ed by \ulltdll 1L Paul pnmanlx
c'\pmtt'd .md uwad the eplswpal budies to create thc lovipy, serving ( hunh Three

sviuds deal with the suhru 1969.1471. and 1974: He emuumged the new national
h

. o
and regional Lonlerences nf bashups to gne the poor und ’Dppl‘es's"cd central platu: m

their pustoral concern. tollowing the desire of \anwn 1 l’uul estdbhshed‘ the '

Pontilical Commisson  Justice and Peace’ @ arouse the Pcuple of God to full

awareness: ol 1ts mic 4l the present ume. ... , o promote the de\elnpmem ol poor
- *
n.mons .md to en:.ourage mternanonal socml Justu,/LMotu pmpnu .Lmuarv .6, 1967).

In 1939 -Pius \ll had wrntten what is most hkelv the first pdpd] bncvcliml of the

10m
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,unjver;;al qutherhc);Jd and sofidarity of

become a

>

1 ) - Co. L .
modern international- ersi namely, The Unity of Human Society .--its themeetlxe“

v

the human fanuly. Almost thirty vears

later, Populorum Progressio stressed the verv same theme, ‘ellerv man a brother'.”

4

Pope Paul declared that ‘tedayv, ‘the peoples in hunger are muking a dramatic appeal

_to the peoples blessed with "abundance. ;I‘he Church shuddérs dt this cry of anguish

w

and calls each one to give a loving response of charity to this brother’s crv for help.”

.

Pope John NXHI ‘notéd in his teac_‘hir'xg"thait science and ‘technolog_v have‘ created
a-Global. Villugé: consequently, maay have wime"séedg firsthand vm"the‘ television
media poverty and r;unger. especially in Th:l:rd World countries. Pope Paul’s concern
was that,even though millions hnew that poverty 1s a (A'av of life for hundreds of

millions of fellow humans,

shown to our brothers n need s appalhing. Consequentlv. he declared that ‘the

- N - 4 - . * N -
world 1s stk And this sickness goes muck deeper than s evidenced on the surface

i terms of poverty and oppression, Thesd are but svmptoms. This sucl 1linés

consﬁs:ts ‘i the lack of brotherhood among indiniduals and peup}es Popuiorum

Progressio points the wav to u more human world where human tuitiiment wan

reality tor the maprity. It notes that men have now u)rne to the razor’s

edge after lnn& xedrs of uppres:sl(m They now want “to seeh to-do more. know mgre -

and lm&e more 1 arder to bc more: that 15 what men aspire to now when o greater
A

number ur them dare condemned ”tﬂo live in conditions that make this la\\fujjelfirc

Nlusory.” Pope Paul V1 beheved that this oppression and lack of  opportumty

R N . . . L™ 3 .

stemmed from long yvears of cb!onjiaiisnx. He noted thdt there.were certuin benefits

-

of the modern era such as better cohmunications and improved health care thr

102

the attitude: of indifference and lack of brotherly love
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a .
better living conditions and reduced 1gnorance. Nevertheless, as a result of greed, this

awstem i leave the peoples 1n many instances Wiath a one-crop economy, subject to *
: o " i ‘

.. . ¥ ' . . .. . ' LR " Lo .
~ Wwide ?luctumﬁn‘ in 1ts market “prices. Consequently, this kind- of socio-economic

-

- + Fa— - N 5 g i . “w a
_system works ‘to widen the, differences in the world’s levels of life, not-to diminish

) - . v .
them:‘nch peoples enjoy rapid growth whereas the poor detelop stowlyv. This is

—rt . T— L

partnwlarlv true a.mong the poorer classes .in U’mtnes that are “now becoming

-

industrialized. He notes that thls tension. hus now spread to .n;,mrmn economies, as

[ U
the- Jevel Of consciousness_of ¥he farmers Jhas been raised suff memlv (e underawnd

“thetr ‘undeservc;d hardshxp. Thxs injustice is compounded by ‘thé scandal~ of glaring
+ ‘ - w . ’

-

« ingyualities not merely in the enjoyment of possessions but evfh more in the

exefcise " of power.. While a small, restricted group enjoys a reffled civilizanon in

certain regions, the remainder of the _papulatmn. poor and scattered, is ‘deprived of

ne.n‘h. all pomhnmv ol person.al mitiative and of respmasnbrhtv and often times

-

even }ts }i\mg and \xorkm& umdnmns are unworthy of the human person.”
v
Pope Papl affirnes that* this kind of somoﬁ'conmmc .svitem \Shtch perpetuates

erty and )}itical unrest 1s not compatible with (‘uthulu Snuul “feaching.
I ) ) g

Development is a major theme oj this document and U is not equutcd with 4 higher ~

Gross National Produa. l)euause a lmzhef GNP dees nat neuessarnl\ meuan a better life
d . .

for ordmaf\" peuple. When ‘lé’upe Puul,{%peaks of ‘thé whole man,’ he 1$ saving that
r'n;m s fundumentallv‘reh'gwus. (‘c\n;equel1tl\. Jth:?!'c can hef:;c» real authentic
developmgm wﬁ;hout 4 religious perspective. He States that development has to go
well bewnd eLonomiv prow th to bé’eltem\ e and 3ts primary nbmuxe must be

to promote the good of eve?\' man .md of the whole man - ln the deslgn of God, "

everysman is cal]ed upon toAdevelop and fulf 111 hxmsel,(glor every life is'a vocauon.

.

l(l%

-

-

»

o I ey
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. »

.. - But each manZis & member of society. Te . part of the Whole of mankind. It is

»

L ]ust vertain  individuals, but a]l men who are called to the fullness of.

4

. . . o
developmept. . . . This personal and communal development would be threatened if =
- - . ’ e 4‘.' . N . -
the true scale of valugs were undcrmiped.“ . -

The theme of brotherhood and solidarity 1s repeated many times in Populorum

Progressio. The Pope’s proposal for & just economic world order puts people before

profits and considers justice as the ultimate goal for all men. He ‘nates that ‘what

‘ .

must be aimed at is complete humanism. And what 1 that if not the fully-rounded -

development of the whole man and of all_men” . . True, man can organize the
. ‘ . S .

world apart frdm God, but “without God“man can orgamize it in the end.onlv to

& N -

man’s detriment. An jsolated humanism 1s an inhuman humanism’ . . .. man can

‘only realize himself by réaching beyond himself. As Pascal has sﬁndwso well: ‘Man

- ytl
infmitelyv surpasses man’. A
. - *

Thrs complete humanism which Pope Paul VI advocated adds a new dimension
to Cathohe  Social Teafnng. Focus must hpw  be upon  the global . picture of

community 'of which we are all a part. ruther than the egorsm of sell-intetest. To

- ] . N
achieve this end. he recommended a bastc world elonomy where hunger ceases to -

. i i’
exist. But this requires o rethinking and sacrtice on the part of thuese who'are more”

fortunate. It is not just a matter- of elininating hunger, nor even of reducing

. R i ¢ .
povertv. The struggle aguinst “destitouion; though urgent “and necessary. s not

f

enough. K 15 a question, rather, of building o world where every man, no. matter

»

what his wace. relipion_or nationality, can hve o fully human e, freed from

.

‘servitude imposed on him bv other men or by natural forces over which he has‘rimt

sufficient control: a world whefe freedom 1s not an empty word, and where the

¢ -
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~poor  man Lgmxrus can sit »down at the same table with. the® rnch man.’

- z

Addressmg the - subp«.t of propertv. Populwum I’;ag:esszo r«;xtemted the. -

- . w

sentlments of John \Xm xhat A prfvdte propertv dOes ngﬁ consmmte for .mvone

- . NG -

an absolute and uncond:tnonéd nght. No one is Jusm 1ed 32 keepmg lor hls excluswe
W Al

use what he does not need when others lack necessmes o

PN

., In ot‘her w0rds, ~the

rlght to pmpertv must never be ehercnsed to ‘the demment of the common g00d

i

* For eﬁwmple if ~conf lict of intefest arises betmeen .n_qulred propertv and the needs

T

(yﬁhe community, the anw,hwl states that 1t 18 the reSponszlltv of the &mte

. 10 look for a solutnon, with the active partiapatxon of ® mdwnduals and spcial groups.
14 0 - . . ! 3 $

Rl

.5‘ . ” + N -

On liberal capitalism, the Pope insisted thyt a s?stem that had created so much

f

‘misery and abuse of the profit motive must be severely condemned. He recalls that

of capitalism has been, the source of excessive suffering, injustices and fratricidal -

L.
¢

- Pius ‘NI in Quadragesimo Anno had denounced the economic svstem of laissez-faire

which had led to a dictatorship characteriied by the ‘the international mmperialism

34

- - R S S - T v . T LT N
of money’.  In, Populorum Progressio, Paul V1 noted: ‘But ll~lt{‘é§" true that a type

wntlicts w lu,we\effémcts stifl  persist, 1ty would also -ﬁe 'wmng o, aitribute  to

mdu»truhsatmn tself . evils that belong to the woeful system v.hidl aummpamed Th
- He does not umdemn mdustrmh/dnon, nor thc many beneflits derned theret Tom.

but he ‘does insist thdt in urder to have g )ust sdciet)', Man must be put before the

prhi'u-moti'\‘c. Whut the Pope scexm to he telling us 15 that the ‘wrrectives, which
. . AR .

have been-introduced intp capitaftsSm within gur western countrigs, must also be

» L4
4 ! .

cofintries. : : ' : e

I @ B . % :

ws / X

-
IS

e s

-
B

e

‘)l

introduced in § corresponding way into the capitabsm - that s pracn.‘*:between ¢

R

1
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B R TP q\stems. but i done mr the wrong nmtwe-; lt um dlso ha\‘e very: semus slde

. AR e i L - T .~Mv ‘:, w o . - e, o
e - = o :f ;ééts “For; example, 1t can dehumamze rpzm amj m su doxng break lus “spmt m the -
) f“ g pro;:ess: :‘When Rid n ‘more sciennflc and better orgamsed there 1‘ a llSk ;f 1ts
B 4 P L MW N . ) R
L T;‘:i“.f" dehumamsmg those w;xo peﬁc»rm it, by makmg, them jts ser\ants. for work is SRR Sl St
] : : humdn onlv 1f rt remamsilntg{llgent and free. Pope Paul wzts also m aqcord thh - ‘_ SRR
o ) :’{ = %hn \\'m. ti’lat ~workers should share "m‘the ownershrp and; p()hcy“m‘akmg p:ocess o . - ‘ B
t"\ ) ; oo ’ in, mdustr;% He notdq r.hqt thls:democramc process m .mdustrv wouid enhance the " ‘ _ - :5
. ‘ ’ ; ‘dxgmtv oi 'the wotker and coutd develop a- sﬁ;ﬁt ;)f fraterx-xltv zmd ] . bmld up B ~ , '
. ‘(; - ‘“togethe?‘ that‘pérfect Man of “Whom Sa; Paul speaks Who re.nhses the h‘xlnESs of “: kR ‘, o
] R AChnst i ;“ SRR '.“;J‘ - St j,~ N “ o ’
o On development‘ the Pope deCIared that the gnp :s deenmg between the nch ‘ . N
‘ _ - and poor nanons of the 'llurd Wuﬂd .md that to alievmte ‘m mam; yways; &
o uunneeessarv human suliérmg actlvon -Tust, be’ takeﬂ xuthout deja;c He alsc) had ' .t‘n ;J ] ~ .
= ‘ \ypr-fl;‘)of “capt;or; tor “the ‘puor dm; ;pqErde\’elopéd natlfins~,§lxut'mullzjlsty ,.ugr;‘l‘rmn.‘f L o a L - ) : ‘;‘
) ‘ ’ 'refnn‘:"n or né,{ rapid- 1ndp§téi§1ﬁzﬁtiu§i c%n}i h.ne sb‘mi;,\'eijv éé}iqqs :.éxiié e?’féc;s; yF(érv | ) : » ‘ - ' s
‘ ) » e;am;:iile; ih i}aditibﬁall\*“rural sioeietie‘s,\;hese 'ab{ubx smiu-écanomié c’fh:;hges dzin- be : 3 ; g f".‘,"‘ o ;
‘ e\tremel\* dmruptue to family and commumtv ln}e He also \umed ag,a‘nq sucb e S e -
. - _'s\xml evils as overcrowd,m}, dnd urban slums V\lu:,h $0 01 ten f 01!0\» in"the wake of. o L e
suddeni changes. in the mdustrul epg)nomve . . I “ S ,: : 1' ) , '

: o «C oncerning vmlence the anvcllwl declared thut m« resu]t of grmdm;) pmertv T S S

7 and suppmssien\igaﬂs/gnderdevelqped countries; the temptatiqn to rqs'ort.m violence - . 1.

is very, real. Pope Paul VI noseit.ghat *. - . recOurse to violence, as a’means to ﬁgpt»; T
v Tow s, B P . . - mY ' o -
these wrongs to- human dignity, 4§ a-grave temptation” He-cautioned. those who - A
. . - - o LT T .o Te 5
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real evﬂ shéu‘ld n*m'be fongixt agmns;';xt- the cost off‘gr\‘.atei'

*tyranny whxch would'

‘\f'a 5 -

dangerous harm to

oy

l'lgw

[

: n:s”fe £vqrd bloodsheﬁ» andote bn
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Y prOposed @ woxld tak system wmch f‘he pmr natxom C!ﬂ!-ki
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divectors of the Jarge multinatuinals not to return o o svstem of Fasses Tare when

deaftny wath weah governments and poor people 1 the Third Watld But gpstead to

»

Y
treat those who are léss {h*rtunate with the same sensitnaty thev have come to /
! [ oy B

q
ki

expect 1 their gwn coupntry. e beheved that those nations Who are more
tecnically advanced can sﬁll learn and beneftt much {rom the value svstems of
I, *

other nations. To ensure a lusting peace und social change, the Pope msisted that a

- stwere and just dialogue based on man and not on commodities 1s of the utmost

. .

necessity. ‘At least let justice alwavs rule the relations between superiors amd-tHyr
. .
subordinates.  bet standard confacts with reaprocal wbligations  govern  these

relationships. Finally, let no one atever his status, be subjcted unjustly to the

.
.

| S
“arbitrariness of  others,
-~

It 1s for thi reason that the Pope condemned unrestrained international
t ! e

capitalism and aftirmed that the teaching ol Revum Novarum on the ustie of the

Wage contract 38 vabid. *An eonomy ol exchange wain no Jonger be haseds sodely on

? . N .

the law of (ree competition, o Lew which mo st tee ol teit oreites an econnmic
dictatorship. Freedon of trade s b onlv sb 11 s subgect o the demands ol socal

. 4 - « - ’
pstice” e Encvdial also warned the poor nations of the dangers of materiahsm

M -

: ‘ .
which luy whead un the rodd to development and cautioned them not 1o follow the

.

example b the 1wh industrial nations, where many have now  bewame victims of
rd

- . L4 .
materiahism. Such obsession with matertal things leads 1o g sell centeredness which

-

leaves no room for, brotherhy Jove,
P - " "

On techinolagy, Pope Paul V1 ulerted the developing natnms not to mdhe the

mistahes of their prcdetes;;\#‘s but to be mundful that ‘tomerrow’s technocracy can

beget evils A leps redoubtable than thuse due to the hberalism of  vesterday.

’ ) 108 bt
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Economics and technology have no meamng except from man whom thev should

-

serve. And man is oply o truly man oas tar oas .. . ke s oauthor of his own

advancement. ... Populorum Pr ogressic concludes with an appeal to all Catholis,

.

fellow Christians, and all men of good will to give generously of themselves, their

-

shills angd’ therr talents to wd the less fortunate, "AH of vou whe are working to
answer their cries, you are the apostles of a development which is good and genugne,
which 15 not wealth that s self-centered and sought for 1ts own sake, but rather an

. . . .
economv which is put at the service of man. . . as a source of brotherhood and a
&

' . it
sign of Providence. \

In summarizing Populorum Progressio. 1t should be made clear.that this is not

.

@ naive document which speaks simply of the poor countries ‘developing’ so that

thev can catch up with the west. It realizes fully that the industrial nations were

never: where= the poor countries are, because the former were never the Kind of

colontes that they were, ot least, not 1n modern ttmes. Therefore, according to Rvan,
1t recognizes that they nead ‘hiberation. 1e. o certam undomg of the pest. AL the

< .

same Umie, this encvehical does ot emiphasze pedple vrgantzing themselves v Change
their situgtion. It lacks o teaching on wnlhict or wontrontation, The alternaine

presented in this document 1 that there are populat motements through swhuh

pe\q}}{ san orgatize for power to change their own situation. Before leaving the
work of  Pope Paul VI oo few  brief’ wmments are m order highhghtyng the
sgnificant contnibutions by made  to Catholic souad teaching o s wnitings
Uctogesinta Adveniens “and Ju‘stice in the World.
On May 14, 1971, four vears following the pubhmnm; ot Populorum Pr‘ogr‘e:ssio,
Pope Paul VI le:UCd his second major publication on 900 justice Octogesima

_109
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Adveniens. commemorating the eightieth anmiversary of Rerum Novarum. It was

addressed to Cardinal Maurnice Rov ol Queber. wha was then President ol the

Council of the-Latty and of the Pontifical Commission on Justice and Peace. The

document was mere in the form of a letter ta the Cardinal than an encyclical, and

-

Y g
1ts concerns were primarily with political issues. From “a pohitical perspective, the

Pope called for social and economic changes between and Within nations, nmuch as he

:

. , ~
did in Popuiorum Progressio.

Octogesima Adveniens is in keeping. with traditional Catholic Svciad Teaching
in 1ts defense of unions and the right to strike as a last resort, when all other legal
action has failed. “The important role of union organi‘zations must be admitted: their
object 15 the represenation of the iarious categories of workers. their lawful
co]l;;buranon in the economic advance of societv, and the development of the sense
of vtherr,rcspunmbﬂt\' tar the rvealization of the common good.‘” Nevertheless, he
cautiined that “when 1t 15 a question of public services, required for the Ite of un
entire nation, 1t 15 necessary to be able to assess the himit bevond which the harm
caused to society becomes madmissible.””

in January 1967, Pope Paul V1 established the Pontifical Commussion on Justice
and Peace n respo;lse to the desires expressed v Vatican Counal 1 the Pastoral
Constitution on the Church in the Modern. World. Its overall mandate 18 * ., to
arouse the whole People s:iw God t tulisll e calhing tor promating \\m‘ld.
development, jqustie and pe;uc."_ Justice in the Wwld 1 o <ernies of documents
prepared o the  Poitiwal (‘umx'mssmn on Justice and  Peace for a better
understanding of the theme chosen for discussion bv-the Svnod of Bishops at the

September-October 1971 session. At the time of Document 3. the regional and
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nytiona)/ Conferences of Catholic Bishops throughout the world have established

forty bodies cothparable to Justice and Peace within thetr respective territories, and
~ . . * ) *
thirty

'

Commission  strives constantly to collaborate with all ‘Christian> Churches and
?om‘es;ions, and particularly with the World Council of Churches.‘m

Justice in the World‘tDocument 3..:5 entitled ‘;l’he Second Development
Decade--An International Strétegy’ and deals with the right of every man and of all

peép]e to development. The document explores a broad area of economic development

and notes how economic disparity at the internationat level 1s tied to international

political developments. It states that international development can be tackled more

%

effectively f a complete disarmament program were put under effective

N

mternational control. These resources which are wasted on weapons of war could ba
-

put to use for economic and socaal development 1h Third World countries. There

were also other factors which contributed to underdevelopment and extreme porverty
7 .

which the document nsisted should be ehimunated: coloniabism, racial dstnmmation,

and apartheid. The document poses o pumber of gquestions for charches to consider

withim individual nations, espectaliy ich nations which are % . . 1n need ol

hberauon {from many soctal alls, ‘They have their poor. thewr marginal men. therr

ahenated people. At the same time the challenge 15 rarsed within their soceties

.
K

against profit-driven high-consumption economies.

Thus 1n these three. documents Puul VI was able w0 mu\-e bevond the
transitional  bridge eftablmhed bv Pope John ANNL o bridge winch connected
traditional” papal social doctrine with global concerns of justice. Populorum Prbgressio
a;ld Paul’s otbé; soctal writings are sophisticated assessments of globai mnjustices and

7 lli ' ‘
&

re are being formed. ‘Faithful fo the teaching of Vatcan [ the -



the means to alleviate them. Having accomplished this task for the Third World, 1t

> .
would be left to John Paul Il to apply these values more directlv to the ndustrial

Py

west, He would do just that in his Laborem Exercens.

»

NOTES

. 1

The English \'CI‘S\IO]‘I/?{ FPopulorum P}Ogressio used in Chapter 9 is that published by

8
the \atican Polyvgot Press in booklet tform, 62 pages. é.{A.S. LIX (April 1967), no. 4, b
Pp- .257—99. It 1s one of se\'e;'al heyv social documents‘éuntained in The Gospel of
Peac;’ of Justice, presented by Joseph Gremil!ion: Maryknoll, New York, 1976; pp.
387:—41 3. The, Encvchical 1 divided mnto 85 sections. Quotations from Popul‘orum
Progressio will be citgd by the title, i‘ol}'owed by the fectxon nuniber m'brzicl\ets
and the page number in The ({ospel c;f Peace and Justice. 4
1 Juse;lh Gremullion, Fhe Gospel of Peace and .Iuslicvc (Marvhnoll, Ne'w York: Opbis
Books, 1976), 126-129, - |
2 William I, Drummaond, Lvery Man a Brother ( H'ashing::;n, DO Corpus Books.
J968) 131
3 Populorum Pr ogressié {3). 388 '
4 Populorum FProgressio (G6), 407.
3 /bid.
6 Populorum Progresao (6&. 389,
7 Populorum Progressio {§) 389-390. .
8 l’opulorumAngressio (9), 390.
9 Ibid. u

L &
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'10 Populorum Progressio (14,15,17,18). 391-392.

11 Populorum J’rogf?essm (42), 400. o ’ ) - |
12 Populorum Progressio (47), 401. v ' ‘_—2
13 Populorum ‘lirogr;s‘s?o (23), 394. '

14 /bid. '

15 Populorum Progressio (26), 395.

[y

16 1bid. ) ] S
.17 Populorum Progressio (Zé), 39§:
18 Populorum Progressio (28), 396.
19 Populorum Progressio (30),‘396.‘ °
20 Populorum Progressio {31), 396.
© 21 1bid
22 Pépulomm Progressio (33), 397. . P2
23 7’opu§or'unz ‘Pragressio (70), fl()& ;
24 I’Opu‘l'c:»r;mz~ Progressio (59), 405.
25 l’o;;;tlgvrurrr‘ Progressio (}4),» 397.
26 ;]”o;vml;arum Progressio (86). 413,
27 « l*CIOgesima Adveniens (14}, -492. *
2% 1bid, ‘ | ' g o
29 Justice in the World. Document 3, (RHI!)CT.P})I')UIlLdl Commission on Justice and’ . T
Peace, 1971, 30.

T30 tbid. !

31 Bid., 28.
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CHAPTER 10, .
9OHN_PAUL I'S LABOREM EXERCENS ON HUMAN WORK

v

.

The social programs which Paul \l set forth in Papulorum Progressw (March 26,
1967} Ocmgestma Advemens (Muv 14, 1971)% and ‘Justice in the World™ Svnoq-aof

Bishops Second General Assembly (November 30, ]971) are carried forward by John

>

Paul 1l in Laborem Exercens (On Human \\‘ork). Clearly, there 1s real continuity in

the Catholic social teaching of these twp modern-day popes on key social issues of

-

~justicé, liberation, digm,ty of the human“persnn. and solidarity with the poor.
\t\lthuugh Pope John Paul 1l intended w0 publish faborem Exercens on May 15,
1981. the ninetieth anniversary of Rerum Nova:um, an dttempr. on his life on May
13, 1981 prevented its publication until September 14, 1981. (")\fer 254)‘()0 words in
/lcngth. the now famous Encyclical covers a broad range of pbli‘tical. social and
‘phl]u&'nplﬁcul i&sues.‘ and is regarded bv experts ui‘ ’pdpu‘l encvelicals as u most
protound document. -

. \ -
Laborem Fxercens presents a View of man as a worker and. suggests that the

' -

kc;' to the socal queqtidn{ 15 humap work, In developing this ’l‘.ncu\hml on work,
the Pope driws upon a huéc Body ol Cathohie %&c;ul teaching which has been
. - -
“developed over more thun one hundred vears. Part of the fasunation of this
document 15 the aniqueness of the man, himself. John Paul I 15 the onlv Pope to
have worked n i factory, having spent several vears as @ worher at the Solvay
Chemical \\'orks in Cracow. He s also the first Pope to come from a Communist
country, and like karl Marx, he has extensive trammg in phtlosoph\ Out of this

unorthodox background it seems only fitting that the todus ot “his Encychca] would

. . o N ;}4 .
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L2

W he;n man s made the ubject rather than the su

be on human work. , i ) ) . .

| - *

; /n the Pretace of Laborem Faercens, John Puul describes svork 1n a new hght
Aatin

. as a‘fny activity” by man, whether manual or intellectual, whatever its nature or
circumstances . =, Work 1s one of the chatacteristics that distinguishes man from the
L A ’ . o X

rest of creatures . .. . Thus work bears a particular mark of man and of humanity,

. A % :
the matj‘l\ of a person operating within a commumty of persons.” The reason for
this is that man through his intellect can reflect on s work and 1n doing so alter -
. ’ B '

his won‘!k process. - ) ) ’ . ’,
lhéf basic prmcnple. under]ymg Laborem Exercens 1s the priority of labour over

capital, 1thdt 15, tl‘lat man is the Subject and not the objct of -his work, and the
| - .

uueptanh.e of tlus prmuple s very. Lruua] 9 A clear undersmndmg of this
s

document. The Pope sgates over and over again that ‘worh is_for mdn and not ‘man
1

for w mﬂ\. John Paul 1l affirms that, as the .jfb;ect of his work, man grows in
! " N . *

-

selt -understanding and self-esteem and’ becomes a more social human bemg with

those whd belong to the same fanuly or community of persons. Through his work,
man not only transtorms hiw!‘ but also transforms nature, as God intended him

N

¥
to do. The Pope aftirms that man’s digmy dema pds that he should not be made u . .

commadity and an obgct of his labour or be used by others lor the profit mouve or

as @ pawn i the weological game of the all-powjertul State. The Pope stresses that
et of s labour, he 15 not only

¥
i

alienated 11om himsglf, but also from the productiof s labour. A prime example of

this would be o production s orker who spénds most of his or her working hours in
. . r . .

: ' . . | :
silence attending an automatic machine with nojcontrol over the worh process or
. . , 1
- " . t
the final product of his labour. Qr another examplé would be that of a skilled or
s , s .

’-\115 ‘3 ' ‘J{
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professional worker who suffers under the pressure-driven experience of extreme

<

4 N e e . - " . ‘ |
understaffing. Thus like the assembly-hne worker, he 1s denied the autonomy

- - & . . .. w
required ‘to be a creative person. Such glienatiqg work situations, dccording to Pope
John Paul, stand 1n the way of the person’s human development and self-fulfilment.

I - . -
The Encyelica] stresses the subjecti\'e dimensjon of work because man as a
) -

co-créator with God_ is ordamed to work. The Pope notes that man, as the * lmdge of

.

Godis * . . a sub}ectwe bemg c.apdble of acting 1n a planned and rational way.
- -~

He affirms that, ds a subgctive being, man’s work bepins with an idea 1n his nmnd,

but 1t can onlv/become work when man transforms anp 'ob_|eqt outside of himself

into a new form. In _fulfilling this innate need for work, man prows and develops.

‘As a person, man is therefore the subjct of work.” According w0 John Paul map

o

. fulfills his Cai]ing through his work. But, work corre'spondS—to the biblical concegt

)
. . . onlv whens throughout the .process man; mamfests himsel{ and”

LI

‘dominion

confirms himeelf as the one Who ‘dominates’.” The Pope acclaims that this truth is-.
il

central to- Christian teuching on human work and * . . has_had and continues to
haye primary signilwance lnl‘chc formulation of- the important social problcmé
Lhdl'l)(f[t‘rl/jng.“ hole agcs.f The document drams attention to the fact that the
Church's sodial Yeaching on labour did not bepin with Rerum Nov‘mum m 1891, but
has 15 Toots 1n sacred soripture. “The Church tinds i the very 1‘11‘5; pages of the
Book of Genesis the source of her contiction tha't Dork 15 @ fundanfenial dimension

i

of human existence on earth,” The Lnovelical affirms that man’as the ‘tmage of

God’ 1s given a mandate trom the Creator: ‘Be fruitful and mlijpl_\'. and il the

earth and subdue 1t Just as God is the umversal Provider \\‘m cares for all tlmt

1

“exists, so has He made us.in' His 1mage so that we tao, as HlS s:e)wards. can exercise

- 116
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‘pm\'iden&over this earth and society and vare for 1hs hunian resources entrusted

1o our sufe-keeping. We do “this, according to John Paul 1L especially through our
- - - - .

-
work. He states further that the Church finds 1ts authoritative source particularly
in the Gospel and the writings of the Apostles. "From thie beginning it ;va$ part of *
" ) the Church’s te;achl;lg, her ﬁncept of man and life in society, and, especially, the

. . - . ~ . ,1 Al
soctal morality which she worked out accordang to the needs of the different apes. s

- . John Paul 11 in referring to the unjust class structures in the ancient world
sp&of how down through the ages the true nature of work became distorted. As
d res:lt of this warped pagan view of maﬁt}al labour, those who performed it were
primarily slgves bequuse it was considered benéath the dignity of* a freeman. 'l—’l:e

.

F ) .
Pope also reminds us that this vicous praciice was remmforced by, the great

wlnsuph:?rs. For example. Plato taught that the workingman due to his low status

should be deprived of all pohitical rights.-Anstotle considered manual labour to be

r

-t

)
degrading, and Cicero writes that "All trades of workmgmen are w6 be considered

~

{ontemptible. and that there i nothing lofty abuut the \\'nrkshup.“] Pape John Paul
\ R . ‘ : \
) declares that when God becatity man Te gave o new spiritual dimension o the
ancient doctrine of work, and through has te‘uhn{g and example He rehathitated the |
- . . ¥
workingman and ga\:evlns tabour the dignitl\' 1t nghtly deserved. e werft on to sav
that the Rex!gcmer having chosen to become u fellow worker -,pep{ must ol his
o ‘ entire life at the grurpien‘tgra'si ‘work bench® “Thi< crcumstance.” the pope declared.
"~ -‘constitutes in atsel the most eloquent ‘Gospet-ot work,” showing that the basis ‘for
“deternmining ~the “\alue of human work 15 not primarilv the hand of work being
- done but the fact that the one who is doing 1t 15 a person.. ’i‘he sources of the

dignity of work are to be’sought primarily in the subgctive dimension, not in the

117



objective one. Such a comept practically does away with the very basis of the
ancient differentisnon of people mto lassey according: to the kind of work done.

Having defined the subective dimension of man in terms of work, Laborem
: . » ‘

Exercens gogs on to describe how modern pagamism has become the social norm in
our Western civilization. During the first half of the nineteenth century many

employérs were influenced by the materalistic philosophy of liberalism. This

.

modern  wleology  treated work . - . as a sort of merchandise that the
worker--especially the industrial worker—sells to the emplover, who at the same

ttme 4s the possessor-of the capital.ithat 15 to say. of aH the working tools and

. A A ' - s
means that maké production possible” = The Pope notes that since that time there

has emerged several forms of Capitalism paralleled with an almost equal number of

.

collectivisms. He affirms that as a result of Qworke&associauons, other social

@ «

economic elements, and legislation, there has emerged a more humane approach to
work. However, he cautions that because of the common error of materialism there ¢
still exists a danger 1n both svstems of treating work s a special kind of

‘merchandise.” or as an 1mpersonal fforce’ needed for praduction . . . . A svstematic
-

’

opportunity for thinking and, evaluating in this Avav, and o Lertain  Sense a
cox 7 . . rd

B -

sumulus {ér doing so, s provided by the gquikening process of the development of a

onesided  matenalstic unvdization, which gives prime importance to the objective

dimension of work. w hile the subective dimension . .. rematns of a secondary level.

L « . 3
Fhis 15 the Pupe’s explanation of why . o the analvsis o human work an the

! . .

i -
light of the words concerning man’s ‘dominion’ over the earth goes to the verv heart

' - Y . A9 . B Kl
of the ethical and social question” = The Pope ‘makes 1t qm%e clear that-the sume

error made by early Capitalism can be repeated when the worker 1s treated as an

L
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- v
instrument of production and not its mahker and subject.. He believes that this

. . . )
concept of man a$ subject of jus work should be central to social “arld economic

B . - ~

" pohcies within natiohs and internationally. In this connection, he makes particular

reference to John XNHI's Mater et ‘Magistra and Pau]"\']‘s Populorum Progressio

which paid especial attention to the tensions between east and west, north and

south. ‘ - ' .
Pope John Paul I notes that as a result of. the history of worker exploitation,
- . N - i
/’ B

there has emerged, and jixstif iably so, *. .. a great burst of selidarity between
. - b -

. . . ,16 " o . R
wotkers, first and foremost industrial workers” He also notes that the solidarity of
- N W

el

the workers in the trade union movement was eloquent from the point of view of

@y, - -

social ethics and declared that this just reaction was triggered especially by, those

industrial Workers who toiied at honotonous, routine work where the pace of the
. . . -

machine dominates the man. He mentions other negative factors Which contributed

to this great burst of sohidanty,. such as \wgeiexpfmtaimm" terrible working

2

condiions, lack of socisl securnity, dnd a general ‘dg:grddatﬁm of man as the subgct:
i JO7 ’ ‘ ‘ B
of work.

John Paul II 15 conwerned with moral prinaples and a more just society and

emphasizes the mportance of those basic humtan rights that are inherent- in the

nature of work. Alt,_liough he does relct what he called ‘rigid ("apitu_hsm’m and -

State socialism, he calls for a socialist. approach to economics zul!d social reform,

B

. . o . e 419 L
which Father Michael Rvan describes as a ‘decentralized socialism.” By reflecting

upon Christiun principles and some Marxist concepts. the Encyclical shed new lhight

on theksocml consequences of human work. Pope John Paul 11 sees much of value in.

what harl Marx had to say about the uniqueness of man in relation to work. ‘In

119 1\ o v
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-And o the Iﬁulutmn of the soui“al question . .

' uf R i . LI

! et 4 o T ot R * N
i

0

presentm;, the human person as’ 1 undamenmlh a Wworker, the pope in Laborem'

L.wrraens 1N m hine with the \Lxr\lst tmdnion Mar\ism does not, however, hdve a -

v A . .e

mono 1\; on Jém:h a, LOHLEP{IO}] S0 the pope doee not beuome Y ’\ddrmst merek‘v by

- ‘w

- L]

adopting thls'uppmach Although Mary was not the first person to ever reflect on
L4

n\‘ *

humdn w ork he ‘mms the nrst 0 studv. c‘beer\'e.,ami systematically . analvze it

T s

Having obser}‘eq' “’{“‘-j tujk;d with hundreds of. industrial workers, Marx concludqd

e ) N - . 4, .
.

. . - 'v =L - . . . X
that work was iﬁn‘a.té to man and also an esqennal human drive. But. unlike Mafx o -

(- .

who mcused his .mdemmn on mduslnal workers, vdwm he c.ﬂled the proletandx

- -

dl .
John Paul ll “ncludes .ﬂ% \zdxo \xyrk for an honest lx\'mg, 184, profesmonals,

- “ v .

managers, dnd all other fmms~of labour. To ﬂllb e\tent, L. the pope takes a much
= k' ,L - o
broader wawI of what is me:xm, bv ‘work’ that 15 wmmon in the Marmt tl’ddltl()ﬂ.
‘ ¥
kN T
| R
' =t “'S s a5

The P(\]‘k stressed” t}mt Lhe obleane of Laboiem [ xer cens is to m.uq mare tlwn

. - 1:
. '

—

= r

" what has Been done m prexj s ncydrcuk on the fact that human - work s

[ o B -

. '
‘c\st:ntlull\ ;fhc kev to the enme %Liul guestion. 1t s hs firny con\ictjon that we

-shouldd © jtr\ to see that questmn reallv trom the pomt oi view of man’y good

. must be sought in the direction .of

. L : o
) ‘ b . - 3 .
‘mukiig. Nile more human,” “thén the Lev, namely hisman
. . - Yy ‘ . 2 .

/wark, ‘agqmres
. ] "% R
lund.xmenm‘ undydeiaxsi\ve mportance.” — ¢

]
John !’lul H notes thart .the ( huuhs sutml teachmg has moved from the ‘clas

question ohthe past to the ‘\mrld"qaesm ‘«){' the present where ineqnaiitv and

o

\
mmstmes are no\\ sW eepmg the gloh& \me fmless even thnuglz, the<e in 1ust1ces are

~.

| !
numerous 1t is the Pope’s fivpe con\u,nm lhat man 1 f ulhlimg hr; comm:tment as-

. A\ .
co-crei:to_r ahd,‘througl,\ s work.’is bec@mfﬁg\.mor'e the master of this planet, Earth,
‘ -0 L - . ‘ N
e S s T —
S : R e
7
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and outer sp.u:e. Man thmugh* hns w ork’ no{ onl\ Lomrthutes m the souetv m “which

- 1 . - “

1

he hws, but aisnv“’to the uﬁ-going adun(emem a} sueme .md technolggv which

. . -e P .

manv glperts ‘believe ‘will mfiuence the World of work and productmn no less’ thun

J

o

the mdustq'ml revolutlon of the last centurv.” 'He noteb that as 2 result of the Lo

*
» .

’ - e

many rapid advances in_ science and technology, the methods oi Work 1tseif have

changed drasucallv especmllv from the - begmmng of the mdusmal em to the

present. These" technologlcal chaﬁg,es have not ‘only af fected how products qu-e

manufactuned in 1he facmrv ‘but also have aftected other sectorq of the economy as’

well, pamcularlv agnculture. dnd m turn, the whole’ 6f c1v1hzat10n. I’ope John Paul

! .« T

15 \erv positive abdm tectmomgv insofar as 1t can take the drudgerv out of work
and’ brmg many benef;ts to mankmd But, he is also aWare that -even as new hopes

i
emerge. d%re are also many new problems and comple\ questions. 1o be dns\x ered.

- s
+

He is very mud) o sed to its abuse when he asserts that téchnolo ¥ can become
P 5 g

. - - - \

‘al,must lns {the ,,.workei-'s} worst enemv as Vuhen the mechanmanon of wurk

~mppl,mts lnm takng away all perscnal sansi actmn and mcenm,e o creativ lt\' and

¥

respunsnhllli\ w hen |t deprives many, \xnrkem of their previous empkwmem or
.4

*

”4
when. thmugh exalting the machme.. it reduws num w the status of 1ts slave.”
EY _ B . a
John Pau'f' nnte'; that Tt o1 m»t lm‘ the ‘("hufch 10 analyze ‘;\.lentmwliv the

wmequemex that' these chunges mav l\a\e on human souiety, But the (‘hurch’

- “

_eonslders i hef tdsk alwavs to call attcntlnn m the dignity dnd rights of thu:se who

WOrk w wndemn situations i w lmh that dlyntv “anld those rights are \'1olated, and

N

" to help to gulde the dbu\e—menm)ned change@ S0 as m ensure authentic pregtess b\,

man and smetv - lhe Pope argues Ihat 1here 18- lmkfbetween“—tecﬁﬁologiqal‘ zu_ld

. . °
soci&econonﬁc _progress- in some spclet;es, pu,t' this at?f irmation raises somie serious

v
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N . . i
LT <@
L) + .
» questions *, . . concermng human work i felationship teo1ts subgect, Which 1 man.”
~ ~

He dame that thele ethical aemd socal questions are o continunuychallenge not only

0

o tountfies and gu\'enf?erms hut alpe-to the Church itsel.

Returning w the ssue of the priorty of Jabour over captal, Pope John P‘u}&\(

N ! ’ )
states that rigid Capitalism and the progress of Collecivisi have buth tarled because

Yo

* e - .
thev make labour the object of capital. The Pope noted that ‘on the one side are

those who do the worjesWithout bemg the owners W the means of production. and

.

/ﬁ(\n the other side thuse who at as entrepreneurs and who own these means or

represent the owners. Thus the ssue of . ownership or  property enters from the

beginming nto the whole of this difficult historical process.”  Pope John Paujg notes

that Leo NXII's Rerum Novarum on the socral guestion muade 1t Jlear that private

property was both personal and swal and that it was not to e dominated ‘and

»
«

.
owned by the privileged tew but tather was to te distrmibuted wadely emong the
workers fon éhe benetit o1 the wommon goad. He abse believes that 1t w0 not
1] .

Keeping with the Chostaan tradiion that the nght o cwnerslip 18 absolute and

- - : . N -
) untouchabler “the right to prvate property gs subadinagted b the right to common
@ ~ .
» use, 1o the fact that poisds are meant for exenvone The Pope states that  the
-~

Church’s teaching on ow nership {ould never comtitute grounds for conthat between

-~ e .

capital and labour. He TTurther ‘Wates that property v purchased through work

order that ot wn serve  work, Consequently, “[his concerns i a speasl  wav
V4 *

«

ownership of the mui‘\dn\ ol production. Isolating these means as o sepatate property

! i

N ' R .
. Murder tooset it upan the 13rm of ‘capital” i opposition to Clabour’-- and even to
N ¢

pracuse explotation of labour--is wontrary 1o the verv nature -.of these means and
; - N
= their possession.” The Pope notes that ‘the position of ‘rigid’ apitalism conunues to

.
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state. that this would ensure satislactory sddalization The Pope made 1t clear that

remain unacceptable, numelv the position that defends the exclusivé right to prl\*uée
ownerslup of the means of production as gn untouchable dogmia ol economic Vhte;m

In contrast with the Church’s pusmdn on private pruperty, karl Mars viewed 1t
as the root cause of alenation and inhuman pa':vert\' of the mdiustnal worker. His
solution to ihl.s social question called. for the expropriation of private property

through class struggle, thereby emancipating man fronf’ the owners of pNyate

property and the means of production.
Pope John Paul notes that the teaching of the Church on private property

diverges radicallv from the programme of wllectivism as procliimed by Marxism

and put Into practice 1n vanous countries 1n the decades following the time of Leo

Ny Encvelial. At the same ume it dif

+

practised by hiberalism and by the politica

*

rs {roff®the program of capitalism

’451
svstems mspired by 1’ John Paul

«

states that the difference between the programme of capitabiem and the Chuyais
-~ *

PosIIon OB Property” ‘tonsists 1n the wav the right o ownership s understood.” e
notes that there was no reason to asume that by wehing the means of production

vut et the hands oF private ownership and makimg 1t the property of the collectine

.

another group of state adnumistrators o he are i suthurite. Mav not pertorm then”

duties farrlv n terms of the pronty ot Jabour over caprtal. In Jact, under certain

cnditions they may Cplan and manage the economy o serve ther .own pohteal -
R 3 !

purposes. 1t must be noted that Whenever the prionty of labour over apifal 1

reversed. No matter what svstem replaces 11, 1t stll remains capitalism. ‘Because of

the subjugation v worhers 1n the Soviet bloe countries. thelr economic svstem based .

on the public ownership of the me)béof production ts 1n tact 4 torm of state
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capitalismi”  According to Pope John Paul ‘the prinaiple of the priomty ol labour
over capital 15 g postulate of the order of soaal morahty,” e states that this s of

hev mmportance in both systems of capitalism and cotlectivism. He believes that 1t 1s
: /

“verv difficult to separate labour from cipital; therefore, when man works, he wants

to share 1n the decision-making process as well as otheér aspects of the business. Man,
not oniv wants to be paid for his work, but he/also_ wants to know that he is
working for himseif. The Pope savs that ‘this awareness is extinguished within him
I @ svstem of excessive bureaucratic centralization, which makes the worker feel
that he 15 just a coy in a huge machine . .. 4 mere production xanstrumem rather
ithat a true subgct of work with an mitative of hus own.” (See author's personal
work history, ('hiapter 1 of Thess as a living example of thus esperience).
Pope Juhn Paul’s proposal Tor the socrahzation of the means of pruduat'ﬁm calls
tor-a mined economy where the workers \\"\‘\uldwhire m  the uwne.r\hi]ﬁ and

devsion-makimg prowess. He notes that "We wan speak of soudhsng only when the
.

subiect Character of sovlety s ensured, that 15 te sav. when on the basis of his work

cnh person s fully entitled o wnsides himselt o part-owner of  the great

.
4

workbendh ot which he 15 working with evervone else.” .
father Michael Kvan states that the Pope “indicates that some ‘socializing’ of the
) W

»
means ol production s called for, vet a soualizing that preserves the prinuple of

rivate ownership. Some have suppesied that the Pape was thinking of an economy
£y £ hs

3

organized somewhat alony the hnes of the Mondragan Cooperatives m Spain.”
> <
On umons, John Paul I made the most powerful defence of trade umons of

any of his predecessors. He stressed the importance of labour unions 1 the workers'
struggle for justice. V’e noted that the trade umon movement came into being as a
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result of the industnal workers”-struggle tor thenr just rights against the demands of
the factort owners. He declared that “Thetr tash 15w defend the esistential interests
of workers 1 all sectors i winch their nghts are concerned. The experience of
history teaches that orgameduons of this tvpe are an indispensable el;ment of social

. N . R - . . .
life, especially in modern industrialized societies.”” Labour unions belong in a special

S wav to what Micheel Rvan calls a *market economy” because economic.decisions are

'

thade by market forces 1n such an economy. and unionis are the maig way mn which
PR

workers can act as a ‘market torce” In defence of unions, the Pope went on the say

that these hinds of associations can also be of great bene‘lt to others who are not

earning their living as industrial workers. He made 1t clear in his defence of trade

unions that ‘Catholic soctal teaching does not hold that unions are no more than a

reflection of the ‘class’ structure of sociefn and that thev are a mouthplece for a

-

. : WAt N e
class struggle which mevitably governs soaal hie” But, he insisted that “FThey are

mdeed o mouthprece Tor the struggle Tor social ustice, for the qust rights of working
s -
. KA
people 1n accordance with their individual professions.
On the night toostrike, *One method used by unions in pursuing the st pehts

ol thenr members s the stnhd or work stdppdge, as g hind of ulimatum to the

competing badies. especially the emplovers. This methad 18 recognized by Cathohie
; .

.

- R
soual teaching as legittmate m the proper conditons and withyn just hmts.” ™ He
cautivned \\urkerv\u,» be mindful not to abuse this right.

~ T
Above all, John Paul 1l considers work in 118 totahity to be an obligation.or

e - PR
duty. Therefore, 1t constitutes “a source of rights on the part @ the worker.” ~ The

worker has the nght to work or employment. The Pope stresses that God has
commanded man to work, not only for his own survival, but also for the survival

Al
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of his Tamily and society as 4 \\'hul%ﬂ ét

* J N " .«

¢
b4

ffs'thut-;wn s ‘the heir to_the work ol
penerations and at the .§ame tme s%zu;‘er mn l;unldmg the future of those who will
conw af tér him mn the succession ot"lustury. All this consututes the moral obhigation
of work, understood ih H‘Z: wide sense’*’ “

John Paul™nqtes that there are several factors and mfluences.whnsh determine
Just or unjust mdustrial relations 1n the freld of labour. He claims that dire..-ct ‘and
indirect empio_vers play a major role in determining' emploviment. bor emn‘; le, the
direct employer -is tﬁe person or institution with whom the worker makes a
gontract. The indirect emplover’s role inéludes a whole range of persons, insti utions,
v
and collective labour contracts, the major one bemng the State. As the. State is
unnersal and applicable to all sqcieiies, it 1s cructal that ot must’ implement just

labour policies. The Encvelical notes that ecopomic relations in our present dav are

not contined to mdivadual countries, but have bhecome internattonal. thus creating a

‘mutual dependence among natons. especal)y the poor nations, the Pope stresses the

pomt hat this dependence can be o means ol anjustices and explontation and can

-

have a direct influence on lubour policies 1in individual states. Further, he feels that

these anfluences can- directhy  altect the worhers. Tor | esample. ‘the highiy
) . - . ’

industrmhized countries. and even more the businesses that direct on a large seale the

means of ndustrial production (the compantes relerred th as multnational or

transnational), v the highest possible prices for ther products, while trving at the
same  time to v the  lowest  possible  prices Jor  the raw  materials  or

semi-manufactured goods they must purchase. This is one of the causes of ah ever

4 ‘ .
Jincreasing disproportion  between national 1ncomes. " The Pope explains that as a

resuit of this unjust economic policy; the gap between the rich nations and the poor
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nations ‘is ‘widening. “c, believes that this kind of economie policy 1s bound to have
a detrimental effect on labour pelicies I the disadvantaged  countres, therehy
adversely al‘fectmg* the workers.

John Paul I :\\'ent on to say that the inferior “economic status of the poor
nations «tn also affect the direct emplover in those countries. He notes that ‘Finding

himselt 1n a system thus conditioned, the direct employer fizes working conditions

below the obgective requirements of the workers, especially if he himself wishes to\'

obtain the highest possible profits from the business which he runs lor from the

~ 4 .
businesses which he runs, in the case of a situatuidon of ‘socialiledl‘Wnershxp of the
. 36 L .
means of production.)’  The Pope stresses that the 1ssue in question here 1s finding
suitable emplovment for all, espe_c’ally for.those who are capable of working. To

the indirect emplovers of the world. especially the Umted'\anons, and: all the

various mrmistries dnd social mstitutions of national states, John Pau) makes/dls

+

appeal for workers’ nghts. He notes that ‘the nights of the human person are tli

."‘ - N
Lhey element’ 1 the whole of the souah, moral order” The Pope stresses that the

-

" opposite to @ right and gust order 1 chrome unemplovment. whether it be regional

or nutional. He states that 1t s primaniv the responstbility of the State to set polic)

shch would help alleviste thiswgl situation and msists that there should be

« unemplovment benefity avatlable for those who need them as a Stop gap Measure

g - /‘
until surtable emplovment 16 avatlable. These soctal benefits, he reminds us, are but

© g ouse of common poods. He also states that 1t as the responsibility of the State to

plan an ellective economy su that there will be a wide range of emplovment to {1t
the needs of workers and the commumityv. The Pope believes that this kind of

proposed State planning would not be u{‘(»ne.s*ldeif centralizauon by the public
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authorities. Instead, what is 1in gquestion 18 a just and ranonal coordmation, within

the framework of which the imtative of mdividuals, free groups, local, work

centres and complexes must be salepuurded, l;eepmg‘m mind what has been suid
above w;th regard to the subject character of humdn. tabour”** Pope John Paul
siresses that State planning be such thatr there is & balunce between the various
Kinds of employment and not just an abundance for the };iglmly tramed specialists.
He maintains that this balance -should also apply to the education of }he whole
person and that the individual should have access to skills that would open ;he door
© a wide ranée §i‘ employment. It is his viev;' that since the gk;t;al community 1s
one Jarg%z family, it is appalling that there are still' SO man%v obvious natural
resources ‘smmg idle, while great masses of people are unemployed or
uudergpploved. The Pope 1s convinced that there 1s something radwally wrong with
the~ vrganization otL work  and emplovment. The impheation  here 1syl't'hu1,
unemplovment 1S not an econumic problem “but a pohitical one. It s fiot technical
A

linitations hui a lack of ]‘);3“[“111 will that prevents our having a full emplovment
ECONOMY.

John Paut B makes 1t clear 1o this overview on worker rights and emplovment

that 11 1s not ntended to be " briel treatise oh economics of pohitics. U 1s a matter

ol lnghhg%ng the deontological and moral dspect. The hev problem ol social ethies

n 1!13\ case s that of st remuneration for Avork Jdone. In the contest of the i)rec.em
there 18 nu more mportant wWav u»} securing a just velationship between the worker
and "the emplover than that constituted by remuneration tlsr works"” Accordimg to
Pape John Paul, 1t is a matter of returnming once again to the:ll’xrs{pringip]e of the

entire ethical and social order: the common destimation ot the goods of the earth.
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I should be noted that this s the st ent\‘duql to speak of the need for
. ) S )

struggle. Here 1s the beginning of the recogmtion that confhit (not violence) s o
socla] process often needed if justice 'is- to prevai:l. This whole approach helps the

Church to Be more 11 solidanty with sthe powerless. ‘John ljgul stressed especially
. ¢ ™
the .importance of trade unions-in the struggle for the protection of workers' rights.

But he insisted that what is in question 15 a struggle for justice rathertthan against
: &

other people or classes. The Church, he maintained, is frrmly committed to the cause

. . - . s . N ,5u .
of solidarity of those who are poor- and oppressed in various ways”  Donal Dorr
, .

sees this as getting the Church away trom an overriding concern with ‘stability” and

identification with the status quo.

Throughout Laborem FExercens Pope John Paul 1l emphasizes the spiritual

*

dimenston of work. "Work is a good thing for man--a good thing for Ris humanity--

because through work man not only -transforms nature, -adapting it to his own
. 4

needs, but he also achieves fulfillment as @ hunfan being and mdeed. 1 o sense,

. e R :
becomies ‘more o human heing’ But. he hastens 0 caution that although work has

. o ! - .
o spiritual dimension and can develop in miun goodi moral habits, nevertheless. it
- I

[

Im ne watogbters vur ustifiable anstety that n| \wrk,&whcrch\ Matler pains n

nobility, nian bimselt should not eaperience o Jowenng of s own digmiy””

b . | .
In conclusion. the Pope renuinds Chrstrans \’sl‘hu are n communion with the
! - i B v‘ .
hving Gad teumte praver with work and for ma‘l to .. know the place that his

! |
work has néfxt only i earthlv progress but alse m}the development of_the hingdom
‘ , |

+

N | - N i . )
of God, to mhich we are all alled through theé power of the Holy Spirit and
I )

' C 53 ‘4 / . )
through the word of the Gospel. ; .
- i
With 5the conclusion of this encvclical, rougi)]y ninety vears of papal social

’ 9

E

. 1
' &
: |

|

%

!
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teaching have brought together a bodv of thought and reflections wWhich have

in{luenced the Catholic Church’s response ~to mapr socal problems. Certainly, thas
evoltition will continue, but until the énsuing vears allow for further study, it is
appropriate to turn to a summary analysis of this development which began with

ve

Leo XHI's Rerum Novarum and reached a pinnacle in John Paul s dglorem -

Py

Exercens. __— . ™

NOTES ™ v *
. . ‘ . o
The English vtranslatl;)n of Laborem FExercens (()1; Human Work) used in
(fhaﬁter 10 was published by the Canadi;m Conference of Catholic Bishops, Ottawa,
Ontario, 1981, This I‘mcyc!vlcalrﬁ;f:;di\‘ided into 27 ;eézicms. Quotations ﬁ';;m Lab(;ren’ij'
FExercens ~will be cited bv the title, t’oljowed by the section number in brackets and

the page number.
«

1T Rev. Aichael Rvan, ¢ ‘In*iali*anJ Social 'l“ea’clﬁng and Canadian Society (l,orﬁ}un.
(ntarng 51“. Peter's Seminary, l%‘.’g). 129,

2 Lahorem vercens (Preface), d. s

3 lLabore Z;er}ens (6), 22

4 Laborem Exercens {6), 20.

5 1bid.

() lgnl?urem Exercens (6) 21,

7 1bid. * ) ; ‘
§ Luborem Exercens (4), 13-14. - -

9 j.uborem LExeriens (4), 14,



10 FLaborem

xercens (3), 11-12.

11 Aser. Lgr Civard, Christianity and Social Justice resno, Calitornia: The

Academv. Guild Press, 1961), 12.

12 Laborem
13 Laborem
14 Lubo;'em
15 Laborem
16 Laborem
17 /bid.

18 Laborem

-
Exercens (6), 22.;
Exercens (6), 23-24.
-Exercens (7), 24,
Exercens (7), 25-26.

Exercens (8), 27. j T

Exercens (14), 52.

19 Ryan, Christian Social Teaching. 181.

20 Donal Dorr, Option for thé Poor (Maryknoll, New York: Orbis Books, 1983),

267.

21 Jbid.
22 Laborem
23 Luborem
24 Laborem
25 Laborem
26 Laborem
27 Laborem
25 Laborem
29 [bid

30 Laborem

31 Laborem

e

l‘,)ferwnx- (3 12, : *
Laercens (1) 6-7. '
Lyercens (51 15-19- ‘ e
Laxercens (1), 7. -

A

Lxercens (54 19,

I vercens (14), 50,
) Ld
L xercens (14), 51.

Exercens (14), 52. +
Exercens (14), 50.
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,ﬁlZ‘Jbid. ‘ ’ | , o
33 Gregory Baum ‘John Paul iﬂ\' Loacvddical o l;ulxuur."’l‘he_ Fcumenist (Toronto:
Paulist Press, 1982), 3. ’
34 [bid.

35 Laborem "Lxercens (15). §5.
36 Laborem Eme;ceiﬁ (15), S6.
3:1 Laborem Exercéns (14), S4.

" 38 Rvan, Christian Social Teaching, Iél. -
39 Laborem Exercens (20), 73. ’

" a0 1bid; ' : :
41L 1bid. . |
42 Laborem Exercens (20), 76.

43 l,.;h\\rep: Fxercens (16), 58,
14 fubbrem | sercend (16), 59.
45 th‘l’t?ni-l.ht‘ll?n% (17), 61-62. ‘ -
A6 Laborem Laercens (171 62,

47 lLaborem Lherwn; (17i. 63.

4% I,ahnre‘n;‘ Exercens (18], 05.‘

49 Laborem lLaercens (193 68,

S0 Dorr, U;;Iinn 2589, |

51 Laborem baercens (9), 33,

82 Ibid. - A .

59 Laborem Exercens (27), 98.

T

-



CHAPTER 11
A NEW DIRECTION

- : ° - X v ”

Before bringing these threads of papal social leachii]g~ ‘togefher..it is appropriate to

)

re-integrate some autobiographical strands as well. The research topic grew out of

my own need to bring together my rehigious convictions and my hfe in the

work place. When~l‘begun my study‘ I had very bttle knowledge of the social

ericyclicals, or the vast amount of material which had been written on the social

. teachings of the."Church An thie lorr;m» of books,” paumphlets, and perodicals.

Like many Catholics of myv time, | had heard of Pope Leo XIIPS Rerum
o d ’

Novarum and had a vague notion that 1t had something to do with work, but |

)

) ’ - . . - ~
cannot recall where 1 first heard of his famous encvclical on the Condition of
. \

Work. Possiblv, 1t was 1n o Sunday sermon. One thing tor certain, I had no ides that

!
Leo had proposed & ‘just’ wage for workers and had sanctisned trade unions as early
-

as 1891 However. | did know Jut the Chufth was not opposed te labour unions
and the. priests | came to know all appeared‘tu be mterested m the wellare of

working peopie. . - . .

One aspect ol Catholic social teaching that | was famibiar With tirst-hand was
the Antigonish Co-op Movement. and 1 was awquainted with one priest who ‘worked

.
very bard @0 establish o Co-op Store and lobster Factory in our neighbouring parish.

i ' »
I recall when | was twelve or thirteen vears of age | went to our local parish hall

\ﬁ"\lmen o the great Father Coadv Speak on the benefrts of Credit Umons amd

»

Co-ops for working people and 'his vision for a more prosperous Cape Breton. Now
that 1 have studied all the social encvclicals m depth. | have found that the notion
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oi’ an orgamc Christian Eoni_mpnlt\: based" on humaﬁ worh is a basic theme runnnr{g;
through all these documentél P |

In the small rural commumty where ,i gre\l"’ up solidarity was the social norm.
Then during my early work :vé:ars~ at ﬁg Phone fompany.“ experienced again this
spirt of - community in. the workplace ‘ among. workers and n'nanag:ement.

o \ : — }

Unfortunately in -the early sixties as “high tech™ and the profit motive began to
take precedence over peoble, this ‘sense of cbmmum‘ty dimimmshed. It was nc_»i*?fhtil
the early seventies when the Communication Workers of Canada (CWC) provided a
support systerjA\ for the workers ;n th'elr_‘stmggle for justice th.at‘ this communitﬂf

spitit began to emerge once again.

At this point -1 should mention that in 1977 ¢ fulfilled a life-long ambition,

e ¥

: . . C o a
graduating with a BA.'in Political :Science from W.L.L. In 1980 [ fook an early

retirement, and a vear later 1 returned tw the University m search of something--

-

Kknew not what at the time. 1 only felt that out of « Jitetime of work éxpernience.

'

perhaps 1 had o contribution of

‘

Aarne Siirala, he encouraged me to prepare mvselt for MIL studies. Due to mv

v . 5

work and unipn ‘experience he sugpested the soual encvehicals as a possible basis for

an M.A. thesis. This suggestion appealed to m* immediately because 1t provided the

oppertimity fur mtegrating my own rehigious amd work life with the official

.

teachmyp of the churh
v’ - N

Toandlvze o summary the evolutionary dexelopment of Catholic  sucial

.

—— .

teaching Jrom Leo NI Rerum Novarygm to John Paut Ws Laborem Exercens is not

an easv task. Each of these men approached the distuptive social issdes of his time

in his own way and within the historical -context of the period in which-he wrote.
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o -
' - Exercens (On Human Work ¥ an 1981, These twao mdflern-din popes dealt with key
m'ual,‘lssucx gl justice. liberation. dignity of the human persan and solidarity wath
. i
the poor -all of which are 1ssues concermng the \\“qu\mg'memhers of a wmmunty.
- - Pope John Pat atfirms over and over again that "work is tor man’ and not ‘man
’ . - for work? As subpct of his work, man grows in self-understanding and self~esteem

«

F,

and becomes o more soual human being with those who belong to the same family

or commumty of persons. He notes that, espeaallv  throwgh the tadeg-union

movement, a great solidarity among workers has grisen and that human work 1s the

essential Kev to the entire social que;pun;‘ln his view, it s appalling that 1n this

global community, natural resources” sit idle while great masses of people remain |

~

hd unemploved or uﬂderemplnyed. Since the human Lu@wmt\' s complex, many
ingredients are needed to make 1t qust and _viwble. There i tor example, the

commumty of poods which the encvelical dealt with at great length, It s the
- “

misyse these materialb goods which adversely affedts the orgamc umity ol soaety,

Here v where, the peneral prinaples ol natural Jaw ave apphied inoeadh ot the

encveBaddse depending upon the neede of the time m W hich the documents were

Y

. : wenitten. In biel. the goads of the earth are tor all men and should be used to serve

+ -
.- man 1 keeping with the principles of qustice and charity. When the Popes speak of
. - [0 ,
iartie, this dwes not mean the annual Clirstmas bashet handed vut by some

. eneLutive’s Wite 1n g wondescending manner W some disabled subordinate. What the

Popes dare addressing themselves to throughout these socral encvchials 1s charity in

-

vrrecting social mustices and the gromg freels of one’s setvices, including personal
-

gouds 1 @ true community spint Le., o gredter v in the distribution of goods

i

to be extended to the whole world. | am. gbnvinced that as long as greed and the

-



—

destre for power exst, there will always be mustice 1 the econonic community i

varving degrees. bam also-convneed trom what | have studied i these encvelicals

!
that no matter which political systen esists, there will alwavs be struggle and at
h

Stimes confliet, In 189

tur Western industrial souety, the plight o the factory

worker was awesone. Pope Leo NI denounced the Joss of organic sodal life by

-

nineteenth-century matt and demanded justice for the himgman from the highgst
) ¢ 44 4

- » N .- .
offie m Chrstendom. Despite labour Jaws and the unions’ struggle for justice, some

'
b N

forty vears later when Pius XI wrote Quadragesimo Anno he would have hiked to
put an end to the evils of " both capitalism and State capitahism. He ud\‘(K:;lted the
reconstruction of the whole swl order including the ecunumi;.wstem i the hope
that the mawrity, the working people, would have the oppoftunity i\ir‘ full
emplovment.

Iohn Paul’s vconcept o man being subeer of s work had bce1; d strong

comvicten of mine duringy my manvy bong vears an the workplae, but | had never

heard speepessed 1n qust that wav, The other Popes had discussed work it varving
; .

degrees and the necesity of Trade untons in o market geonomy, but John Paul 1l put

11 all together when he spelled out dearts that the hev 1o the entite soual guestion
s human work. As [ mentioned s ol ten 1 this thesss, human work s tundamental
te all socral commuminy,

Moving to the Canadiah seene. 1t 15 only a natural exolutionary process that
Pape John Paul 1S message 11 Labarem Pxercens would become theyseed that took
rout upen fertle sotl here n Canada Where st became the bulwatbh tor Lthica!
Reflections on the Lconomic (risis. 1ssued bv the Social Aftarrs Comnussion of the
Canadizn Conterence of Cathole Bishops 1n 1983. Not that the CCCB hadn’t suid

i
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almost the same things before--thev had! For over thirty vears. in then Labour Day
messages, the Catholic Bishops had cadled public attention w }l:c phght of the poor,
the unemploved. the native population, the aged and other disadvantaged peoples.
The difterence was that by 1983, with some 1.5 nmullion Canadians jobless, the socal
chimate was nipe l;)f sectal change 10 the work place. No one could have anticipate‘d
the extent to which various sectors of the economy: the Christian wmmunity.

'

Government and labour and the media would respond to this document. In keeping

_with Laborem [Exercens, (Ethical Reflections), stressed the fact that labour should

tuke precedence over capitul and technology. The CCCB expressed grave woncern over
. -~
the disparity between the sich and piy)m Canada. Thev were also cntical of the

suspension of collective bargatning for vl workers.

As to what the future holds, or, for that matter, what mimpact anv of the social
enuvicheals wall have on socety, this femains an open question to be tested by time.
Cathohes have tended 1o follow ‘the pohitical and soctal wdeals meditated to them by
therr culture’ and to be less hikely to be influenced by Catholic tradition, However,

- d i
1toas espeaally worth noting that there are presently o number ol prass-rint
movements emerging among the Christian taty of many church denominations. This
. .

.

Was recently vvdent when a great surge of studv groups and public forums were
.
set up an response o the Canadian Catholie Bishops' Swatement, Lifiical Re flections.
) 4\
iy \u&c and | personalhy attended public torums in the torm ot o panel of experts
s .

on s Statement, one at St Jerores College, one at Wiltrd Laurer Unnersity and
one at the Unnveraty of Toronto. In 1967 Pape Puul VI established the Pontifical
Commussion on Justice and Peace which strives to collaborate with all Christian

Churches and contessions, and parf‘l‘:ul;irly with the World Council of Churches.

138



L

- ’ - K
& on
¢

The WOC and the Pontifical Comnussion have formed a pint Commgtide 'on

Deyélupment. Justice and Peace,” The regional and national Conterences of Cathohe

Bishops throughout the world have been ashal to establish or to authorize bodiey
A b
comparable to Justice and Peace within their respective terntories. Also, the theme .

‘From Words to Action’ of the 1976 Labour Dav Message of the Catholhc Bishops
was trapslated thereafter into<s number of study groups. I attended a series of groyp
discussions on the social encychcais sponsored by the Director of the Holy Spirit
Centre 1n Hamnfton Sister Anastasia Young, as well as a number_ of workshops on
» the serious problems of unemployﬂem. the starving Third World, and beveloément

tor Peave under the directdrship of Sister Helen hobelshy of the Chancery Office in

Hamilton. Governments are beginning to listen to what the Canadian churches are

-

syving about the starving mullions 1 the, Third World and 'the wholesale slaughter

Y Ui Central America. 1t s now about time the\" began to Disten to these same-

churchey pnsxtlm{ on such serious 1ssues s nudeu} disarmament. Cruase nnsstle

féstmg. unemplyment and the right to worke all of which®are’ cntical o the
survival and dignity of Ihe Jhuman person.

I Cathohe Sooal Teaching s to spread and tlourish,” st must begin - the

1 : ' .

schouls, T agree w huleheartedly with Pope fohn ANNHI 10 Mater et Magistia that the

Church's social, teachmy must become an integral part of the school curficujum n

(‘dlh-\l‘u sohods at abl levels, not just an the seminaries. Christian belief's and

attitudes which_ure-formed during childboud and vouth tend to persist ﬁnuughuut

< hle. I s unper;{tl\e to start reshapmg muinds awav from mdten:ﬁ

]

consumerism to Christian values based®on justice and the true charity of ‘everv-mun

4
#

a brother”
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