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Abgtract

-

This thesis is a study on the impaect of the Second World

War on Zeeland, the most southerly maritime province of the

Kingdom of the Netherlands. The thesis attempts to describe

life in Zeefaw@ before the outbreak of war and then looks at
the changes caused byuthe arrival of the Germans in Ma? 1240,
For four ahd a half years Zeelanders (hereaftér referrad to
as Zeeuws) \ived and worked under the yoke of Germ2n rule and
oppression beBore exchanging that yoke for freedom. 1t was

here that Canadians played a role.

On abgrand scale, the Canadian Army was part of' that
large force known as the "Allies" which fought the HNazi war
machine anywhere and everywhere. On a much reduced scale,
the Canadian Army, specifically the 2nd Can;dian Corps,
helped the Zeeuws get rid of their German oppressors. In the

well-known "Battle of the Scheldt" the 2nd and 32Ird Canadian

"Infantry Divisions over-ran the German "Scheldt Fortress" and

by the middie of HNovember 194&, most of Zeeland was

liberated., After describing this battle and its human and

material consequences, the paper concludes with the Zeeuws'
b N

struggle to rebuild their war-shattered province with the

assistance of the Allies.
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Preface

This is é study on the impact of the Second World.War on
the Duatch province of Zeeland, one of eleven provinces in the
Kingdom of the Netherlands. The thesis attempts to deseribe
life-in Zeeland before the outbreak of war, the imﬁactxof the
German occupation on the regizn, the battle for the
liberation  of  Zeeland “and its  human and material
consequences, and lastly, the struggle of the Zeeuws fto
rebuild their war-shattered province with the assistance of

the Allies.

Canadian support did not only oeccur onﬁthe battlefields
and the "polder-rings® bpt entered the homés of the Zéeuws
and touched their lives. Canada stored grain for the
Netherlands during the war, sold horses and excess war
equipment to the Dutch and contriputed monetarily to the

United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration

(UNRRA). Canada also gave of its manpower to help aright the

Zeeuws ' lifestyle, to that which it had been before the war.

This was done through such organizations as SHAEF's® cCivil
Affairs Department. Here then 1is the story of the fight
against the Germans, and the battle's aftermathw - the

reconstruction and the civil aid.
o)

- b -

Supreme Headquarters Allied Expeditionary Force

iii
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The initiative to write a history such as this came from
many sources. First and foremost it came from my advisor,

Professor J.T. Copp, whose academic ability I will always

.~ admire, and who, through patience, coaxing, and example,

constantly spurred me on to greater things. It was through
Terry and Wilfrid Laurier University that I received the
grant which allowed me to do my research in the Netherlands.
To my parents who kept up the Dutch tradition in our Canadian
home, and who helped me throughout my‘ schooling both
financially and with encouragement, "I say ‘"Thartelijk

bedankt . " To brothers and sisters, thank you for vyour

‘support, interest, and understanding. I would also like to

¢onvey appreciation to Lieutenant-Colonel'William Barnard for
the use of personal material a:d for countless visits to Casa
Loma; the Ri jksinstituut voor  QOorlogsdocumentatie in
Amsterdam, particularly to Mr. J. Zwaan; thé Documentatie
Centrum “Zeeuws Deltagebied in Middelburg and Mr. ‘Dumon-Tak
for the trips around Walcheren; and to Oom Ben and Tante Lien
who took me in as a son while I studied in Holland. Thanks
also to my sister Carol for the many retypes of this work.
Fiﬁally, my heartfelt gratitude goes to my wife Kathy who
constant}y heard me talk about the Scheldt in my sleep, and
to my Father for the opportunity to live. Kathy, thanks for

understanding; this is for our first-born, Tamara Joy.

R I, 4 - —




V.
Translating a language that is not my own often presented me

with difficulties and I was fortunate_in receiving much help,

most -of it from Professor Jack- Zeyl.

With a task such as this, one is never finished, e
i i
) _ i ‘
strives, naturally, to-create as complete a picture as| is
! |

|
possible, but time is too short and the materials are very

\

R |
rich and in great abundance. One must, however, get them.
And one finds them later on and then says, "Oh, if only I
kpew them then." Mistakes and omissions in the text are

entirely my own.

Port Colborne, 1983,
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Chapter One: Introduction -- The Land and its Pegple

"Luctor et Emergo™ ( I Str%’e and I Emerge) are the

words found on the crest of the Province of Zegland.

) "Struggle and Emerge®, these words emblazoned on this shield

are not an empty slogan but a concise_description of what it
means to be a resident of Zeeland. The coat of arms, aptly

chosen, depicts a lion half emerged from the sea over the

~ motto. The Zeeuws have from theirlﬁééinningé struggled with

the strength of a 1lion against outside enemies and the
relentless calling back of their land by the sea. Yet in the
face of these and other struggles, the Zeeuws have withstood

and have indeed overcome.,

The country of the Netherlands is a small one and is
bordered by the North Sea to the north and west of .it, by

Belgium on the South, and by Germany to its east. Tts 12,500

. .S
square miles are divided int¢ eleven provinces. 1In the north

are the three agricultural provinces of Friesland, Groningen
and Drenthﬂea uNoord Holland, Zuid Holland and Utrecht are
located in the industrial west, and opposite this block in
the east are the provinces of Gelderland and Overijssel.
South of the Rhine and its many branches lies another

1
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Zeeland.

)

agricultural group of provinceé - LimbuEg, Brabant and

»

-

The land of such famous men as Grotius, Erasmus and

Rembrandt is said to have been built by the Dut;h. The old

adage, "God made the world but the Duteh made Holland",

hélthdbgh not necessarily true, does poinf out that the

efforts of the Dutch people have played a significant part in
the gaininé of land. A considerable area|of the country,
about 38% of its surface, is below sea level (pighest point
ia 323 metres above, lowest point is six metres below sea

level) and owes its existence to the protecifbn of miles and

miles of, dikes. What the sea cannot keep, the Dutch try and

take using various reclamation and drainage schemes in order
to increase Duteh territory. The gained ground 1is badly
needed, both to house an ever-increasing population and to be

used for agricultural purposes +to feed tbe Netherland®s

populatw?. -

i

The Netherlands rate of pﬁpulation increase since 1846
has #een the greatest “in western Europe.' ‘Aﬁi 1938 its
population was officially estimated” at 8,723,569, making for
a density of 686.5 people per square. mile.? This figure

immediately rose after the war to 710 gersons per squafe
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mile, the highest reported in the world.> Of these almost
nine million people, over half of them (51%) live in towns
and villages of less than 20,000 inhabitants.” The rest-of
the population lives in such limportant and large cities as
Amsterdam, Rotterdam, the Hague, Utrecht, Haarlem, Groningen,
Eindhoven, Tilburg, Nijmegen,{Easchede and Arnhem, the bulk
of them found in North and South Holland. These two

provinces account for half of the country's population.

The theme of polarity or opposites runs quite deep in
Dutch gociety and is visible when one looks at the Dutceh
population in terms of "race®, religion and language., In the
first cited category, one could generalize about the physical
characteristics of the p(eople in the Netherlands. In the
northern part of the country y§u can find a people of "Nordic
type" while in‘ the southern part they are of an "Alpine
type". The former are usually of light coloured hair, blue
or g‘ray~e?yed and are of tall stature while their southern

counterparts are darker haired, wsually brown, brown-eyed and

shorter in stature. In the area of religion, even though the

Netherlands has historically been known for 1its religious

"

tolerance, the polarity theme can again be seen. Basically,

w

the country i3 a state of two religions, Dutch Reformed

(Nederlandsch Hervormde Kerk), and Roman Catholic (Roomsch

. LIPS USRI SUURRS 6 U J. AU
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Katholieke). Both have their roots in invading rountries.
Lastly, in the area of language, most Dutch speak a form of
either *Low Franconian' or 'L?w Saxon'.? The exception to
this, disregarding tﬁe m%ny dialects found in each rural
area, 1s in the province of Friesland where the inhabitants
speak Friesian which has a similar status to the Freach

language in Canada.

Located at the southern end of the eoaS%al zone of the
Netherlands, the province of Zeeland consisted of five main
islands «~ Schouwen-Duiveland, Tholen, NOth Beveland, South
Beveland and Walcheren --.and a part of the mainland known as

Zeeuws-Vlaanderen, which lays south of the WesterSchelde.

(This latter area was joined to Zeeland in 1818, which upset

many Belgians who were 1living there wunder French rule.
Belgian attempts to get the' land back in 1829 and 1919
failed). By 1940, only the first three remained islands, the
latter two being joined to the mainland by causeways. Today,

all are interconnected.

The province is unique 1n that it is largely surrounded
by water and is very low-lying, no land exceeding ten feet in

altitude except for the dikes.? If seen from the air it

I
|

looks like a large maze, the perimeter being the major dikes

!

|
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andl the inner-maze being represented by minor dikes which
sep%ratekthe 619 poldersi? (The word "polder" is Dutcﬁ but
recéi%esiuniuersal usage.) It is upon these inner-dikes—that
the }roads and settlements are located. If not for these

dikes and. sand dunes, much of Zeeland would lay under water,

\ The province is rather remote from the rest of the
Nethérlands and had the second smallest provincial population
in the country, 254,565 in 1938.° Tﬁis has forced the
isolated.?

province to be  somewhat  conservative and

Zeeland's isolation can be seen in the population stability

" found in North Beveland (1950 pop. T,455) where between the

years 1880 to 1950 the population increase was only 4ol

¥

persons. The isiand‘gave up many people to other parts of

10 The peobie dress in their

the country pét attracted few.
traditionai éostumes, something akin to the Mennonites north
of Waterloo. The women wear white hats with coils of gold
placed in them, black dresses with a bright apron over them,

and wooden shoes. The men have the black sailer caps, black

jackets and pants, and rubbers or wooden shoes.

The Zeeuws are a very heterogenous group. "Tussen de

eilanden en tussen de bevolkings-en beroepsgroepen bestaan

h 3
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grote verschillen.n® 11 40% of Zeeland's people are of
alpine-type. Diversity in population comes from the fact
. that many came to the province as refugees during the days of

the Republic, and from Belgium during the many border

crisesi12 '

About half the province's population (48.25%) are part
of the Dutch Reformed Church. The other half is mostly Roman

Catholic and is concentrated very heavily in the southern

half, Zeeuws»Vlaanderen.13 The Catholies have made, as ecan

be seen in the various place names in Zeeuws-Vlaanderen, an

indelible imprint on the southernmostgpart of the province.

The main concerns of the province's predominantly rural
pogulation of one quarter million are fishing and
agriculture.‘u The estuaries of Zeeland are great beds for
mussels and oysters. Around the area of Bergen op Zoom,
a?§jovis (anchovies) are taken. Most of the fishing in the
p#fviﬂce is considered coastal fishery but some séa fishing
for eel, smelt, and herring is also done. 1940 was to briné

3

major changes to the fishing economy.

- - " - -

Great differences exist between the islands and between
the population -and occupational groupings.

L 4
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Agriculturally, a variety of important crops are grown
in this; proviﬂce, dubbed with the title, "Holland's bread
basket." Zeeland's ‘agr‘icultur?“’al strength seems to 13y in the
diversity of products grown, Sugarbeets, potatoes, and
various sorts of grain, especiélly flax, are the area’'s most
important crops. Further diversification takes placé not,
only wéith the types of crops groun but also the areas oif
agricultural importance. In Tholen, silver-onions are
farmed, whil¢ peas come mainly from Walcheren. South
Beveland, specifically the Goes area, 1is the f{ruitbelt- - and
thus received the honour of being Zeeland's "fruit basket.”
To aid in the harvesting of these products, the Zeeuws make
much wuse of horse-power, using the reknowned. régistered

horses bred and raised in Zeeuws-Vliaanderen.

The second and very important concern which the Zeeuws
have busied themselves with since the beginniﬁg of their
history, is the sea and the guarding of themselves, their
property, and their possessions against it. Generally
speaking, the main 1islands of Zeeland have nunot ,‘ changed
drastically in outline since the 1300’3915 What I‘has changed

is that there are only two islands left of the many that were

once surrounding them.'® Tne 1oss of many of these isl ands

has been caused by nature's great force of water; the

_ - e ST I WS N  rs  AANEEINE . 4 o e



retention of present land was made possible by the dedication
and hard work the Zeeuws gave in their4 constant battla
against the sea. This is ﬁbst apparent when looking at this

battle over time.

"The Coastal Duteh have now lived 24 centuries in their
marshes and of these the first 20 or 21 were spent in peril.
It was not until 1600 or 1700 that some reasonable security
from flooding was achieved."'7T *In South Hollaﬁd and Zeelaqd
floods occurred in 1374, 1376, 1377, 13?9,‘1393 and 1396, and

there were great inundagions in 1405, 1421 and 1‘530-2."1R

The latter flood was givep the name of "St. Felix flood of

1530%", followed forty yearsqlater by the "Delta gebiea", -
The Al1l S%ints flood. Both wrought great destruction on the
province of Zeeland by drowning such lands as the islands of
North and South Beveland. It was not until 1598 and 1570
respectively that these 1islands were again partially
reclaimed. !9 Although the sea has taken some valuable land
by widening and deepening the once-narrow strait between

Cadzand and Vlissingen into the present-day West Scheldt, it

has been held back by man and his dikes in spch piaces as

#

|
Westkapelle on Waleheren.20 Here the two hav# combined to

]
allow the sea no more than 185 yards of shoreline in the

course of three and a half centgrie3321 ‘Further floods

!




)

1

Ewreaking damage on this area oceured in 1775, 1808, 1825,

-

‘1894, and 1916, the latter forcing the water to its highest
point recorded in pre-World War 1I times.22 The war was to

bring the peril of major flooding back to Zeeland.

{
!
|
!
|

1
various levels of government to get together to see what

The fear of such floodings in all their fury has led the

st%ps "could be taken to mitigate, if not prevent, the
ha?dships caused by the floods.\ Today, the provincial
gerrnment of Zeeland and the Dutch federal government have
come up with a "Delta Plan' which will see dikes constrqcted
in this south-Western province which will join a host of
islands together and to the mainland. These dikes will be
multi-functional in that they will be able to open and close
which will allow for the continued existence of the large
sea-mussel [ields and will also prevent flood damage when the
water rises; Vehicle traffic will also be able to drive

along the tops of these dikes.23

In the history of Zeeland the sea and its waters ha?e
also beern good to the province. Before the outbreak of the
Eighty Years War, Zeeland's ﬁerchant fleet and its herring
and cod fisheries were secﬁnd to those of Holland. As well,

the 3sea offered a c¢heap and readily available form of
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*highway" for Zeeuws boats and gave Zeeland two good ports.

The first of these ports is Terneuzen, situated in

Zeeuws~Vliaanderen with a population (1938 of 11,000, It is

which comes from western Belgium a2nd France. The <anal was
opened in 1827 but it was not until 1870 when the railway
came to the port that Terneuzen became important for trade
pur‘poseéf By ' the staré of WWII, the port had an inner and
outer harbour for inland and seagoing vessels:  and had

24 Terneuzen also has a main

excellent lifting appliances.
road following the canal to Ghent used constantly by the

Germans during the war as a supply road.

The second and by far the most important port is that of
Vliissingen (Flushing), a city of 23,000. The port, with an
outer harbour and also an inner harbour combining both &

small commercial and a naval harbour, is the third 1largest
T e T ai dHid @ Havdal Ndibodl . L@ UBE B4

port in i;ne‘r'wNether].amds,2‘5 It is located at the southern end

[

of Walcheren Island and is at the mouth of the Scheldt River.

With the completion of the South Beveland railway in 1866,
its importance increased for it was now connected to the rest
of the Netherlands. A fine main road from Vlissingen to

Bergen op Zogm links the port to the rest of Holland as well.
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In 1875 the Stomevaart Maatscﬁappij Zeeland was located here
linking it up to England by a ferry service. The same year
the shipbuilding firm ™de Schelde® evolved giving employment
to many and offering both diesel and turbine engines to ships
of up to 21,000 tons displacement.26 The port, as well as
offering ferry service and shipbuilding works, also offers
coal and oil-bunkering stations. These 1at§er came about
because of goverumment aid in modernizing Eﬂé port beltween

1910 - 1935.27 When the Germans came in June of 1640, the

locks separating the outerignd inner q§rbour were destroyed,

!

_plers were wrecked and much of the port was rendered

inaccessible because of boats sunk therein.28 The port would
receive further damage 1in the battle fought in late 1944,
The ferry service from Breskens to Vlissingeﬂt'aéed to carry
workers on the south shore to Vlissiagen pefore the war,
would also be copied by the Germans in late ‘44,

—

Other cities and towns of importance in Zeeland are
first of all its capital, Middelburg, home to the "Lange Jan®
tower, a beautiful town hall and an old abbey.29 The city of
21,000 lies almost in the centre of Walcheren Island and is
four miles wnorth of Vlissingen ‘along the Walcheren Canal.
The c¢ity, in the sixteenth century, acted as an outport to

the city of Antwerp, but thereafter lost importance for it




was sympathetic to Spanish rule. It lost "its role both as
an administrative and ecclesiastical centre and . . . also

much of its trade, which passed to ports further northa"30

AR T

Stagnation then set in and the city “ceased to grow ﬁ
. ! i
...[remaining] within the confines of 1its T[star-shaped] ?
sixteenth century defences down to the present century."’! {
Other towns, of which more will be heard later, are
Westkapelle, Goes, and Breskens. ;
|
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Chaptey Two: German Occupation ==
What Changed?

-

During the First World War, the Netherlands had a
standing army of 500,000.troops but managed to maintain a
posjition of neutrality throughout the war. When war was
declared in the autumn of 1939 the HNetherlands immediately
proclaimed théir neutrality on 3 September, and for awhile it
appeared as if the Germans would indeed 1leave their
neighbouring country alone. All that changed in the spring

X

of 1940. W -

The Dutch had been listening to Fuhrer Adolf Hitler's

speeches and had watched his country build up its arms. With
the German forces annexing the Rhineland, the Dutch became
fearful of the German military threat and began to take steps
to meet a possible .invasion. The defense budget was
inereased, the air force strengtheﬁed and stock piles of food
were laid up.1 The Duteh trump card, to be used only if
Germany violated the Netherlands' neutrality was the ¥Grebbe
Line". This system of defense involved the flooding of
threatened areas and specifically of prqtected "Fortress
Holland", that heavily populated area north of the rivers

2

Waal and Maas. It worked in conjunction with other water

14
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lines3 and seemingly promiéed even the weakest army the
element of time for defending and for waiting until outside.

help could come and help fight off the attack.

At 4 a.m. on Friday, 10 May 1940, the Germans struck at
the Netherlands. A parachute division commanded by S.S.
General Student landed all around the Hague with orders to

capture the Queen,u

This attack was frustrated with heavy
losses to the enemies. The rest of the invasion, entrusted
to the German Sixth Army, went 1like clock-work with  the
Germans being able to enter "Fortress Holland" that first
day. Some German soldiers were captured and sent off
immediately to England but on the whole, wiﬁﬁlthe help of
surprise and speed, fifth columnists and disguises, the
Germans quickly over-ran the country. After the heavy and
very destructive bombardment of Rotterdam by the Luftwaffe,

the Netherlands gquickly surrenderéd on the 15th of M‘aya5

During the 1940 invasion, the Netherlands had managed to
send some navy, army and air force pérsonnel over to England.
"Dutch seamen at sea or who put to sea at the time of the
invasion, estima¥ed to number 15,000 men, joined the Allied
naval forces."6 Other personnel as well, aided the'Allied

cause in their fight against Germany. The Dutch government

and the Royal family, who made up the bulk of the 2,400
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civilians who also left by sea, arrived in London safely even

though the Germans were to have captured the Queen.7

The Dutch surrendered on the i?th of May but this
surrender did not include the troops which were fighting the
Germans ;n Zeeland. The Dutch, with the aid of the* French,
resisted until 17 May when the Germans shelled Zeeland's

capital city, Middelburg. A mixed Allied force continued

resistance until the 23rd of May in Zeeuws-Vlaanderen. Then .

&

the fighting stopped and the Germans emerged victorious not
only in the Netherlands but also in Belgium and France.? Now
the Duteh would have to adjust their lifestyles and learn to

live under the yoke of their German oppressors.

With the surrender of the Dutch by Generalgat G.
Winkelman, Supreme Commander of the Dutch. Army, 3nd the
departure of the Dutch government to London, the Germans took

over governmental authority in the Netherlands. Hitler

"assigned the supreme civilian authority ‘in the occupied

territory to a High Commissioner (Reichskommissar fur die’

besetzten niederlandischen Gebiete) who was directly

responsible to the Fuehrer .n9 That man was Dr. Arthur

10

SéYSs-Inquart., His office was basically to supervise the

existing Dutch governmental agencies and to easure that/
]

German policies were carried out. Seyss-Inquart set up his
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office with himself as head and f{our German Commissioners
General under him who supervised the Dutch Administration.
The four Commissioners General were Wimmer in Administration
and Justice, Fischbock in Finance and Economy, Rauter f{ar

Public Security, and Schmidt f{or Special Questions (Without

Portfolion). He also appbinted *German "Representatives of

the High Commissioner" {Beauftragte) who supervised

provincial and local governments.'”

These men, the High
Commissioner and his associates, it needs to be stressed, did

not "design the basic German policies that determined +he

course of the occupation . . . [but rather] simply executed

such policies as the economic exploitat}qn of the
Netherlands, the labor draft, and the deportation of the
Jews, which were decided by Hitler on the advice of his

closest political and military advisors.”!? N

Just as & German occupied the High l Commissioner's
office, s0 other Nazi party members, be they Dutch or German,

started to replace Dutch officials in various roles. With

Seyss~Inquart and his staff assuming the Queen's and

_parliament's “powers, tLthere was no need for the federal

legislature to meet (especially since part of it was in
London). Hence it was dissolved. The eleven provincial
legislatures met the same fate. While their elected members

were not needed anymore, such was not the case for the

-s. e NI R, R -
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‘Queen's Commissioners. These men were at the head of the

g

provincial gbvernments.‘ They and their counterparts of the
[} '
cities and gemeentes {(municipalitiesi, the burgemeesters

{mayors) were retained by the Germans in théi%srly stages of

(¥}

the war. Sfme did_the jobs the Germaﬁs'ask@d of them, other:

said they would do them and then tried to use the power of

their office to Sagotage the plans. 3Still others Flatly
refused to co~operate with the new rulers and were either
relieved of their job or went underground. Many needed to be
replaced and their office was Laken over, usually by a2 Dntoh

Razi.

The Dutch Nazis came from the Nationaal Socialistische

Beweging (National Socialist Party or N.S.B.). The N.S.B.

party, founded in December 1931, was under the leadership of

Aﬂ%on A. Mussert. By the start of the waé, its members
b . ;

" totalled 27,000 men. It reached its peak of 75,372 by the

_third quarteriof 1941, after which its membership Jeclined.13

The HN.S.B. movement was a totalitarian one. *Thz pafty
platform of the N.S.B. <called for a 'strong government,
national selfw-respect, discipline, order, and solidarity of
all clasxes of ?he population and the precedence of the
national interest over that of groups, and that of groups

14

over the self-interest of the individual. . .".° Mussert

"
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envisioned himSélf as a ruler over a "Greater Netherlands®
and saw ?he Germans as a vehiecle to obtain this dream. The
Germans, ironically, saw the N.5.B. as simply a "tool to be
employed“a15 Sinee they were ‘the gominaat power ami  in
control, their policies and ldeas wore OFf on the N.5.8.
members. By serving the Nazis and by adopting some of their
beliefs and practices, the N.S5.B. incurred the wrath and

ridicule of most Dutchmen.

At his trial “in Nuremburg, when asked oabout placing
N.5.B. members in government offices, Seyss~Ingquart repliezd,
"] did it because in the last analysis Ivcould‘rely on them;
all others sabotaged my orders."‘ér For their faithfulness,
many were rewarded with such high posts as President of the
Board of Leiden University. Others, 275 to be exact, became

burgemeesters or heads of organizations <¢reated by the

. Germans. '/ A1l of them were part of the German's plan to

*nazify*' the Netherlands.18

One Dutch N.S.B. member the Germans quickly put into a
prominent position was Max Blokzijl. "Lying Max", as he was
better known, was a journalist turned radio propogandist. He
was a "man of sharp wit and considerable eloquence [land] he
became the foremost preacher of the Nazi goépel in

Holland" .19 It was to his radio station, beamed from the

Srm L AN, bt e M R . At e i Wt ot St o e oot e e — s




city of Hilversum, that the Germans wanted the Dutch to tune
their radios. The Dutch, however, did not necessarily do
this, many of them listening to foreign broadcasts. Since
the Queen had gone into exile, she pouIa speak to her nation -
daily through Radio Oranje's quarter=-hour pragﬁémmé beams i
from London by the B.B.C. which many -Dutchmen thoroughly
enjoyed.20 fhe other radio station that beamed in a Duteh

programme was station WRUL from Boston, Massachusetts,>)

Radio Oranje's birth came in July 1940 and the Germans
immediately made it an offense to listen to the programme
that started off with a few words from the Duteh Queen.
Controlling the listeners was a large task and almost an
impossible one though, as the Dutch had more than one million

22 4nd these sets c¢ould be hidden

sets in the country;
anywhere in. the house --attics and hollowed-out books were
favourite storing places. Although Seyss-Inquart was asked
to issue a directive giving permission to confisecate the
Wwireless sets in 1940, it was not until May 1943 éhat such a
directive was carried out.23 The Dutch, all the while kept

"listening to the foreign broadcasts by various means and f

) through co~gperation. The latter c¢ame in the form of one

household sharing a common radio with others, or by hooking

-

up a systey of loudspeakers to one's neighbour's house.

L‘/




The network of contacts the Dutch people estab11shed

helped to keép them abreast of the radio annoucements and the

news. quthln this network, mimeographed sheets were
circulated containing the news of the day or the week. 0nce
read, the sheet was passed‘élong by a variety of methods and
inconspicuously, since they were outlawed by the HNazi
rqgime‘eu Inconspicuous meant carrying it to  your
neighbour's house stuffed in your sock, or if it was a lady

carrier, "keeping it close to her heart“.?5 Most of these

"personal® newspapers were printed for a single town or local

community.

In May 1940 there were over 4,000 papers or journals
expressing every shade of opinion in the Netherlands. Almost
every town over 20,000 had its own paper. The 1largest paper

in terms of foreign circulation was the Nieuwe Rotterdamsche

Courant. Within the country itself, Amsterdam's Telegraaf

and its associate paper, the Courant Nieuws van de Dag, were

the largest. "After a few months of comparatively unmolested

life the newspapers . . . [after the invasion] passed under

the German steamroller."26 Many of the newspapers ceased

pubYikation for ™as of October 1, 1941, no 1less than 53

dailies or 1/3 of the total, and 520 of the 650 periodicals

were suppressed by the Nazis."27
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The Germans diq§print their own newspaper, the Deutsche

Zeitung in den Niederlanden which |came out in June 1940, The

other papers which were mllowed to stay active either already
i -

supported the HNazi padﬁy such as the HN.3.B. daily, the

Nationale Dagblad, and its weekly Volk in Vaderland, or had

their editors removed and replaced by some chosen few. Many
Dutchmen could not put up with the German press and a host of
élandestine newspapers evolved over the course of the war.
In the Netherland's first year of war there wer2 sivkby-tuwo
papers with a circulation of about 57,000 copies.?R This
number continued to grow, especially after D-<Day when the
need for news was ;0 great. In the last quarter of 192Q,
"350 new news-bulletins arose."?? The press’ Eesire to help
in tﬁé defeat of Germany, and its need to cater to the
various religious, political and cultural groups all helped

to make for a total of nearly 1,200 underground papers in the
30 !

*

The  papers were not the only written words that were

country.

outlawed. "In December 1941, one hundred and twenty books
were placed on the forbidden list."21 That month as well,
saw the United States join the Allied side in their hope of
defeating the Nazis. Their entry immediately forced the

I
Nazis to decree that books writtenm by American authors borwn
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after 1904 "were henceforth forbidden.”3% Other books such
as school texts were also sgecrutinized and if there was
anything in them that was critical of the Third Reich, then

-~

they were banned,

The German occupation affected the Duteh government, the
country's broadca%ting and its press, but it also went deeper
and affected physical well-being. As soon as the Germans

entered the Netherlands, food rationing was begun and by

~April 1941 virtually all foods such as bread and butter, milk

and cheése, fats and meat were all rationed.>: One ounce of
cheese was considered "sufficient"” per week according to the
German orders, as was one and three-quarter litres of milk
per man per week, ¥ Up until the end of 1942, each Dutch
adult was getting a daily average of 1RN0 calories. ? As the
war went on, with the Germans exporting more and more food‘to
Germany, and farm machinery and fertilizers becoming
scarce, the caloric level decreased. As the German demands
for food became ever greater, the caloric level dropped to an
average of 1350 per adult by July '48. This level went down

to U400 calories a day during the hunger winter of 1944 . 45

(mostly in North and West Netherlands).

With rationing came the need for control, control for




" or the right to leave one's home after curfew.’

e
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permits and cards. Each Dutchman had to have two vital
documents. The first was his ration book.3? This Bbaok
contained stamps, issued montﬁly, for various types of foods
and necessitiés such as shoes, bicycle tires and coal, ' The
seconé document was the persconsbewijs (identiflecation card)
which contained one's picture, fingerprint and personal data.
To bé stopped by a German without the latter document wa;
grounds for immediate arrest. As the war progressed "there
was a3 whole system of permits for countless purposes . . . .
In the later 'period of the war, almost e%erything depended on
some sheet of paper, as, for example, possession of a bicycle
: Eh For one
group of people in the Netherlands, the ’persconsbewi js' was
not as important as ‘another means of identification. For
that group, the arm-band with the Star of David on it was

ample identification.

Just before the German invasion, 140,000 iews lived in
Holland of whom 79% were Dutch citizens.3? By 31 fugust 1940
the first of many anti«Jewish decrees was announced by the
Germans. Thesejmeasures culminated in the mass deportation
and imprisonment of Jews, beginning in July 1942, By the end
of the war, seventy-five percent of the Dutch Jews had

perished, mostly in the camps of Auschwitz and Zobibor .40

r
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It must be said here that many Dutch attempted to help
the Jews in various ways. As eérly as October 1940 the six
leading Protestant churches made a Joint appeal to

Seyss-Inquart against the German anti-semitic measures, an

41,

appeal wmade again the next vyear. Individuals as well

helped the Jews out by keeping them hidden in the atties or

42

false rooms in their house. Keeping these onderduikers

(divers)* hidden was in itself a chore and a threat to one;sf

life.ua One had to obtain food for *them and this became

increasingly more difficult as the German occupation went

B%  paids on food coupon distribution centres were

on.
frequent in order to get the required number  for those in the
underground. The Germans made things difficult by executing
the raiders if caught and by intrdducing new forms of ration

books which wWere to be "fool proof®.

¢

The Zeeuws themselves ‘élso aided the Jews 1in their
plight. After the famous "Night of Crystal® (9-10 November,
1938) the‘ Zeeuws donated at least fU4,661 to the Jewish
refugee fqhd éuring a time when the economy was not at its
best. Total Dutch giving was fuoa,éoo. The Zeeuws port of
Vlissingen, as well, served as a jump-off port for Jews

- — -y -

*a diver was a person who stayed in hiding because he/she
was wanted by the German police.
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coming in from Germany and attempting to make their way to

America.t® o

The first impact of Nazi racial poliecy on Zeeland was
the remgval of all Jews from the province. Most of them were
sent to Amsterdam and from that holding depot they were sent
on to such stations as Westerbork. Zeeland had a Jewish
population of less than 250 5fu11 or half-Jews®. Of this
total, only twenty-five survived the German annihilation
scheme, the fallen having their names recorded in a Jewish

cemetery in Middelburg after the war . 47

"From the beginning of the occupation, heavy punishments
had been threatened for actions directed against the armed
services, such as espionage, sabotage, and attacks on
soldiers. As the occupation went on these sentences
became more pronounced and ﬁuch harsher. In February 1041,
strikers were threatened with a minimum one year prison term
for being involved in a strike. Five months later the
punishment of ‘five yeéars in prison was given to those
;nvolved in such things as anti-German demonstrations,
;ublication of clandestine newspapers, etec. By May 1044, in
anticipation of military operations and in order to control

the Dutch population which was becoming more and more vocal
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ahg daring in acts of sabotage against the oppressors,

SggssaInquart declared martial law.

"Undep~martial law, the death penalty was mandatory for

practically>any action against the OCCupyiufxg”’power."lm In
his personal diary, M.P. de Bruin recalls the 3ccount of

Johan Wijers, a boy of 16 years who was shot to death aftep

) “ . |
being tartured ©because he stole two rifles- and ‘SOm%
ammunlﬁkbniso Others in Zeeland, such as Jakob Franke, qeré

h

shot “for not coming forward for work gangs when the Ger&éns
called.51 Martial law allowed local police chiefs to become
inereasingly ruthless. This made 1life extremely difficu&t
for the Dutch, especially as it seemed that liberation was so

¢lose at hand after D-day.

Those in the concentration and 1aboﬁr camps ware not the
only Dutchmeq forced to give their labour to the German war
cause. In 1941, with an increasing labour shortage 1in
Germany since*many civilians had to join the army, measures
were taken to entice Dutch workers to go to Germany to
repléee this loss. With this need for lagourers becoming
ever greater, and T“enticements™ and ‘"persuasions" not
working, the Germans began mass deportations of workers. The

evacuation of coastal districts provided a large number of

” st e -
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workers for these people were just shipped to Germany.52 in

1942 and 1943 students were rounded up to be used as workers, -

By January 1944, there were 350,000 Dutch e¢ivilians and
prisoners of war working in Germany.53 These actions created
much unrest in the country and led an ever-increasing number

of pebple to go “underground"‘gu

It was within this larger pattern of the German
occupation that Zeeland had to live for the war years. Most
of the changes made natiohally affected the province but
there were also local changes. These, however, came some
months after the invasion. 1In the immediate post-invasion
period the Zeeuws population in the rural districts barely
saw their conquerors except for the odd patrol, something
which remained true for -some parts of the Netherlands
throughout the war.  One author, who wrote down his
impressions of the.wér da&s in Westkapelle wrote:

The _dwellers of Walcheren were jealous, when

after sojourning to other parts of the land

they sawL no Germans, no bunkers, no -0.T.

workers, and no Dbarracks. Was it ever

peaceful there. As soon as they stepped out

of the train in Middelburg it started again;

Germans, left aand right.55

Ll
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This initial period where the CGermans "carried themselves
correctly" soon gave way to the realities of war, and "with

the years they became more annoying and finally degenerated

into a horrible;group."56

While not all the Zeeuws saw their immediate captors for
some timé; the inhabitants of Middelburg saw them almost
immediately as the province's capital became the centre for
the Gefman forces as well. Had one even removed the Germans
from this eity though, their contact with the people could
still have been seen in the rubble. When Middelburg was
shelled Sg the 17th of May, its eiéhty-six meter ﬁLange Jan?
tower was destroyed, tﬂé beautiful city hall burned, and the
abbey partially ruined? %his ¢capital had more houses lost in
this year than in all the other cities of Zeeland put
together.57 A pressing need for dwellings and stores arose
and by the end of August 1940, fifty-one makeshift stores
were erected in the capital. That month as well, twenty-five
homes were eontracted out and finished off eleven months

later.>8® Destruction was not limited to these May days;

_through Allied bombings Zeeland's towns and villages would

continue to suffer. .

In the air-battle of '‘Britain, the German Luftwaffe had
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taken it to the English by bombing the <country and its
capital. The Germans, however, could not break the spirit of
the English, nor their air force and, by the second year of

the war, the British were returning some of their ouwn

fire-power f{rom the air upon Germany. The British also bad

to hit the Germans where they were located and this »ften was

in occuplied territory. The provinge of Ieeland was not
%

spared air bombardments. The Germans had the advantages of

camouflage and such defences as bunkers and other finished

parts of 7;:he f\tlantic Wall in which btao take cover when the
air raids occ¢ured. The general population could only hide in
their ce%lérs or get out of the towns. Vlissingen's houses
and industries such as 'de Schelde' and the Provinciaal
Zeeuws Elel;tricitijb‘ Maatschappij (PZEMY office, due to the
aid they naturally gave to the enemy, received much
destruction due to air raids. Even though Vlissingen digl not
undergo as much destruction as did Middelburg 1in 1940,-‘“1‘(;
was a target for air attacks du\ring the occupied years™, as
was the case on 22 April 1942, when Vlissingen's harbour was
severely blasted by the Royal Air Force.’? These bombings
“eost many citizens their 1life over- the course of the war
years."éO Death and air bomba'%ments‘ also forced a heavy
A

tbll on the city's population. jovember 1944 it fell from




)
[N

& 23,000 to 12,000.%1 : (

The Zeeuws; even in the face of danger and seeing the
destruction meted out on their land by the British planes,
never turned against the Allies. The Germans got the brunt

. #
' of the blame for the damages done. Of the English it was

often said, "Tommy . . . came for a visit," and, "Tommy, who

again for the umpteenth time sadly made a mistake."” Life !

* : magazine in 1945 noted that that same spirit of pro-British,
anti<German feeling was still evident in the Ieeuws even ‘
after the Royal Air Foree had put the Ffamous island of :

7 Walcheren under salt water.63

\ R B - [
WLJ) the arrival of the German troops, the Nazi flag was |

hung up in Middelburg at the residence of the

G

Reichscommissaris of Zeeland, Willem Munzer. Here it hung
for fifty-three consecutive months . 74 Munzer, subordinate to |
Seyss-Inquart and controller ?f all Zeeland, was not the
commander Bf the German forces in the ‘;prgvincei rather he <
oversaw the da;'-to-day administration.g The German army in |
Zeeland had two commanders. From Vlissingen north, all the :
troops were under the Commanding General for the Occupied |
Territories of the Netherlands, General F. Christian

]
" |

Christiansen, (only the 719 Infantry Division found on the 1’

two northern islands and St. Philipsland was under him). The
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rest of the troops, specifically the 65th Infantry Division
and the 712 Infantry Division were under the commander for
Bélgiuna and northern France, General A. Von Faulkenhausen.
In 1942, Hitler, seeing the importance of Antwerp, had the
boundary line changed from the western arm of the Scheldt to
the Qosterschelde. This put Walcheren, the two Bevelands and
Zeeuws -Vlaanderen under command of the Wehrmachtsbefehlshaber

Belgium and northern-France, von Faulkenhausen.”®

Shortly after the German occupation of Zeeland, the
Zeeuws had to abide by and obey a host of new rujes. Curfews
were imposed on the province's inﬁabitants wiﬁh no one to be
out on the streets from midnight to four in the morning-
After the 27th of March 1944, one could not be out in the
open after 11:00 p.m.; by 5 3eptember, one could not be out
after 8:00 p.m.66 All weapons, save for antiques, had to be
handed in and travel within and without the province was
curtailed, each traveller having to get a written siip of
permission to move aboul from the various burgemeestersi67"
Local movement became even more difficult when the Germans
demanded that tﬁe populace hand in their bicycles in 1942.
This? action was designed to make the German troops much more

mobile and therefore ready for a possible British invasion.®8’
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As time went on, movement on the waters for Zeeland's |

fishermen was also curtailed. Zeeuws' boats could not roam |

freely having to stay together in packs, nor could they go

where the fish might be -+if the schools were not 1in rivers |

or inlets and se;éﬁ;ﬂanches, then the Fishermen had a bad day.

Fishermen's freedoms were Further reeled in. They could not |
!

leave the harbour until an hour after sun-rise and never on |
i

foggy or snowy days. Once out of port, they could not fish:

for very long since tl’iey were only given enough fuel to fish,
for a few hours, and that after being pulled with other

smaller fishing vessels to the fishing spot. These and other

German measures which literally ruined the oyster harvest for

many years, forced a decline in the provincial catch.69

Needless to say, these restrictions when enforced on the

country as a whole, resulted in a loss of fish caught in the

sea after 1941. 1In that year nineteen million kilograms of

fish were caught; in 1942, thirteen and a half million

kKilograms, and in 1943 that figure dropped. to 10.9 million
kilograms. The coastal fishing catch stayed fairly even for

these three years at 15.8 million kilograms although this was
half the catch of 1940,70

Items other than weapons and bicycles were also

"requested" by the Germans. In October 1940, "Winterhulp

ST K
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Nederland" came into existence. This was a charity group
inaugurated by Seyss-jnquartx71 The W.H.N. was advertised as

a programme to redistribute surplus goods and money from

those who had it to those who were in need of it. Many

Dutchmen responded to this e¢all for aid but n@t too
enthusiastically for it was quickly seen that some of the
money and materials were being pilfered by the occupying army
or were being sent back to Germany. This resuited in many
.tricks being played against the W.H.N. collectors. People on
the. third floor would yell out their windows to the
collector, "Come up, I have something for you." Climbing the
many steep stairs (characteristic of Dutch homes), the
collector would be greeted by no-one as the person would have
left the building or gone into the attic to hide. This
became tiring to the collectors, wmost of whom were

N.S.B.'ers.’2

In June 1941, when Seyss-Inquart made another request
for the'Dutch to hand in various metal articles ranging from
ashtrays to bird cages, the Dutch again responded pforly.
The Germans\made'up for this lack of megals by taking more
than 200 bronze bells and clocks‘frOm Zeeland to be smelted
down for war materia136J Whereas the Germans requested

outrightly the handing in of some needed articles, others
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such as#$ electric¢ity, soup, <coal and petrol were just
rationed.’3 All homes using eleectricity were sent a letter
stating that they needed to be careful in the amount used.
If one went over the alloted limit one was given an hefty
fine; if one grossly went over the limit, serviée was shut

off. ™%  The newspaper, Provinciale Zeeuwsche Courant carried

the 1ist of rationed food items, and constant reminders for
one to be careful with the use of such precious commodities
as water were displayed in various local newspapers.75 This
handing in of articles, and the rationing of items led the
Zeeuws population to become quite ingenious in substituting
articles for rationed items, or by repairing the older
articles. For example, to compensate for one's flat or bald

tire, burlap or other cloth was tied around the rims of the

bicyele wheels allowing the rider some comfort.

Once food items were rétiéned, many town and village
inhabitants looked to the suppliers of goods for the extra
items. Bakers and farmers were often asked for various items
in a bartering system. Although many suppliers did give
extra to the Zeeuws population, it became increasingly
difficult to do as the war years went on, due to a<éeneral
shortage of foodstuffs and changes in Zeeland's farming
practices. This forced an increase in t!official' as well as

'black market' food prices, as can be seen in Table 1 below.

B I T - o - n -
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The following shows the official prices of articles in 1944,
The second figure is the black market figure for that article
during the winter months, 1988/1945, )

1 kilogram potatoes f .10/ f 7.

1 kilogram butter f 2.60/ f 150.

1 litre milk £ o177 F An. | '
1 egg f .10/ ¢ 7.

1 kilogram flour f .26/ F A0, ]
20 cigarettes f .90/ £ 60, j
1 men's‘suit £52.50/ f1060¢ ¥ - {

i

Source: Centraal Bureau Voor de Statistiek, Economische en
Sociale Kroniek der Oorlogsjaren, 1940-1945 (Utrecht: de
Haan, 1947), p. 266.

TABLE 1b

Uging July 1938-June 1939 as the base year (=100), the
following increases occured for foodstuffs for the six years
following:
1938-1939: 102.5; 19391940 121.4; 1940-1941: 139.9;
1948119423 156.7; 1942-1943: 156.9; 1943-1948: 159.1;
19481985 172.3
Source: Centraal Bureau Voor de Statistiek, Statische

Zakboek 1984.1946 (Utrecht: de Haan, 1947)}, p. 99
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The Germans were constantly demanding things of the
farmer that made his job of producing food more and more

difficult. Farmers found it hard to work the 1land without

their usual number of horses since many of them hadlto be -

given over to the Germans. WOrkeré were scarce espe%ially
during the harvest times, as more were being requestionéd for
the Gérman's labour pool. Fertilizers for the flelds were
non-existent and with the taking 5? farm animals, natural
fertilizers were not meeting the needs. Cows, as well, had
to be delivered to the enemy for food and also to cut down

0

the acreage needed for grasslénds.76 What was used as

~pasture could now be sown with such oil-producing grains as

rapeseed which would produce a much needed wartime commodity

- fat. 77 ' Even though this "“bread-basket"™ produced in 1943,

25% of the country's sugarbeets and 46% of its white and
brown beans, it was difficult to increase output to meet the
demand. 8 | The floodings of 1944 would make this even more

difficult.

With the conqueror constantly giving orders to hand this
in, sign out here, work there, do. not walk there, the Zeeuws
naturally became resentful of their overseers. They were

indeed 'bezet' -- océupied, but during the time of o¢ccupation

they could 'verzet' -- resist. In his book Bezet, Verzet,




Ontzet, Karhof describes the growth of resistance: "anp
i&bortant ingredient in feeding the flame of resistance was
the 1illegal [undergrouﬁd] pressﬁ"7? Such papers as the

nationally circulated Trouw (Truth), Vrije Stemmen uit de

Ganzestad (Free Voites from Goose City},f De Stem voor God,

Koningen en Vaderland (The wvoice for God, Monarchy and the

Fatherland) from Bergen op Zoom, and Overzicht der

Nieuwsberichten (Summary of news reports) from Vlissingen,

were all passed around in this pr‘ovince.RO Some wWere
dailies, some weeklies; a few consisted of just one sheet of
paper while others were larger. All, nevertheless, helped to
keep the populace informed. These papers filled in

an information void but more importantly tied the people

together in an illegal act of resistance.

The Zeeuws wWere further tied together in . their
resistance work through various national groups that operated

-
81 Of the many groups, two in particular

within the province.
should be mentioned.®? The Landelijke Organisatie voor Hulp
aan Onderduikers (National Organization to Aid Divers) was
simply known as the L.0. *'This organization, which had its
contacts by thousands in many places in the HNetherlands

A - g B >

"Goes" in old Dutch means "goose',.
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arranged the shelteringiand care of the "divers"i'B3 This
was a formidable task. \ Some Zeeuws such as “those in the
monastery at Rilland-Batﬁ took and hid divers wherever and
whenever possible. Others, such as the farmers in North
Beveland "wére not very willing to take in divers. " Still,
almost 2,000 divers were cared fo{ in the province. This
figure was broken down to about U850 in Walcheren, 500 in
western Zeeuws Vlaanderen, 800 in its eastern counterpart,

100 in South Beveland and 60 in North Beveland.35

The second major group, the KP--Knokploegen--consisted
of many "“Knuckles Gangsﬁ, who wWere '"small but well-chosen
teams of men, [and who] worked in close contﬁct with the
L.0., their job being to attack the rationing offices in
order to get possession of the necessary E?tion cards" to
feed the many ‘mouths' so carefully hidden from the German
police.86 These "Coup de Main" armed parties fubther upset
*the German aém machine, by stealing . . . blank identity
docs and freeing political prisoners.” Many successful raids

of this nature have been made and these must have caused the

occupying power a great deal of annoyance., "87

"Zeeland did not only fight through organized resistance

.« « » [but there was] also much evidence of unorganized

resistance . . ." against their Aryan oppressors*88 Some

members of the police force tipped people off so that they
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‘where the farmers': loyalty lay. 9

89

could hide when a warrant was issued _fofr them. They also

warned those who had radios of impending searches. Four

farmers in Goes, not willing to be *s”“outdane, -showed their
resistance on market day by each leadifhg "‘in a stallion. The
first stallion had a red ribbon braicﬁ‘ied \’gﬁinto its tail, the

| "
next had a white ribbon, the third one| a blue, and the fourth

‘ }

an _orange. Thelr show horses definitely showed the Germans
8 |

|
~ - r

0 |

|
i
|

A host of other forms of resist%nce were practiced by
. !
the Zeeuws, They were active in thé; underground railways

which helped to wisk downed English “( pilots away from the

- German grasp. Others wore orange flo%ers on the c¢ountry’'s

national days, or covered walls with “‘;\‘pro-Dutch gr~afitt1.91
Some Zeeuws wanted to relay intelligence to England and after
September of 1944 to the Canadians as ‘{they moved into the
province. In his multi-volumed series, de Jong documents aﬁ
account of a P.H. de Winde who swam acr‘gss the Braakman to
meet the Canadians on the evening of 27 September to tell

Simonds about the HQ, strength and radar posts of the 64th
Infantry D1v131on.92 Vrije Stemmen recoun{;s two resisters in
the OD (Ondgrdienst) who climbed up onto {w'C_anadlan tanks and
acted as guides in the area, Later other ’imembers went with

Canadian troops to North Beveland to clean up the area. 93

o W
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Many ordinax:y people “resisted® by simply making life

difficult for the Germans in a number of ways, even %t;ne

cost of imprisonment.qu

When, witﬁﬂe taking of Ant#erp,_ liberation seemed
imminent, resisters in Axel and North Beveland quickly took
German soldiers prisoner. When days went by and liberstiorn
did not come, the soldiers in Axel were released. Those
captured in North Beveland were released as well but only
whenn help came. A German patr;ol boat came from Walcheren,
its guns set fire to two farms on the island and its
occupants threatened their comrade’s captors in order to let
them go. Eventually they carried out one of their threats,

killing one of the North Bevelanders.%S

Resistance work had to occur in a province which was
geographically removed from _the Netherland's heartland, and
was also flat and therefore not well-suited for divers. One
could not hide very well in the absence of large cities or
forests, the province having only .6% of its total area in
for‘\ests.gé These forests were further depleted as "hundreds
of trees were uprooted from along the roadside ‘[to replace
coal which was scarcel."97 Further strikes againsé_,-,this type

of work can best be seen in the context of the whole country.
e .‘.{v&} '

s N



*y

us

Probably no other country in Europe 1s so0
unsuited for action . against an Sceupying
military power as the Netherland%. . « « The
country-is flat and possesses e);cellent road
and rai!ycommunications, withh practically no
inaccessible regions. While Ywgoslavian and
Greek parti:;,ans could always find refuge Iin
their mountains, . . . the Dutch resistz;nce
worker was not favoured by geogr‘aphy. .. .
He could find no other refuge than a city
apartment, an atti¢ or a basement, at best a
remote farmhouse. The Germans . . . had all

the advantages. . . ."98

While resistance was mostly pointed at the Nazis, those-——

1

: !
that were associated with them, the Dutch Nazis', were not

exempt . N.S.B. members aided the Germans in their

g
nazification attempt of the Netherlands and alsc helped to

form the Netherlands Legion which fought for the Germans on
I ~
the Leningrad front. Needless to say, this did not sit well

with the Dutch as a whole and many reéacted _against these

Dutch Nazis. In the first half of 1943 alone, forty-three

N.S.B. notables were assassinated by resisters.gq "Whenever
loyal MNetherlanders saw the chance, they made the lives of

those 100,000 Dutch Nazis most uncomfortable."mo
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The feeling of embitterment grew more intense as each
war year went by and the Germans kept taking wqgkers "to
Germany and Jews to camps. in early 1943, the Germans
planned to mobilize the Dutch army and send them en masse to
work in the Fatherland. 19! Finally the ‘Qholé country
demonstrated against the German occupation forces through the
general strike of 1943. In the end of April and the first
few days of May, Dutch workers struck in their industrial

plants and at the railway stations. 102

It took some time for
word of this spontaneous strike to sp%;ad throughout the

gountry via word-of-mouth, phone, and the underground press.

Tn Zeeland, reaction was comparatively 1light with
strikes geing Ler} local in nature and taking place on
various days between 29 April and 3 May. This was
understandable for the province was an important defensive
area hdusing many German troops, and possible strikers were
absent since some of the population had been evacuated. 103
Munzer, in his report to Seyss-Inquart regarding the strike,
said that the cause of it came from outside the province and
was basically a sign of protest against the German plans of
transporting people from the Netherlands to Germany.
Repercussions in Zeeland were not as severe as they were

nationally since many workers went back to their tasks once

[ "SR
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German soldiers appeared. At the 'de Schelde™ works in

Vlissingen, men struck at 10:00 a.m. on Friday, April 130.

The Germans set up machine guns on the grounds and threatened

to shoot the non-workers in front of their comrades. By

Saturday, fhings were back to normal at this firm.!?%  The
situation was similar at the electrical works. 105 only in
such secluded spots as North-Beveland, an 1island its
inhabitants call "Little England” did the strike manage to
last longer than in other parts of the province. This was
due té a lack of soldiers on the island, gnd to the lack of

N.S.B. informersilo6

After tﬂe British and Canadian armies swept into
Belgium, the‘Dutch g@vernment in London ordered the second
railway strike on 17 September 1944, This was the day
airborne troops were dropped in various spots of ocgcupied
Netherlands, 1in operation "Marketgardeﬁ". The strike,
although a blow to German prestige, hurt the Dutch More than
the Geimans for it helped intensify the hunger winter of
1944-45 and resulted in ™an elaborate plunder of rolling
stock and other materials”™ by the Germans.107 With
liberation close at hand, Zeeland was ﬁot seriously affected
by this strike which lasted until the end of the war in other

parts of the country.
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In 1942, as part of the defense preparations against an
Allied invasion, the Germans ordered thousands of residents
to evacuate areas where German fortifications were to be

built. Many‘left the coastal areas on Walcheren and some of

_their  homes were destroyed to  make room for  the

fortifications known as the Atlantic Wall.'?® The evacustion
which started on the 10th of August was finished five days
later and during that time 10,818 persons were evacuated out

of the province*109

For that whole area of defence, Hitler had 'Organization
Todt' created "to work to build an impregnable defence line
along the entire 1500 mile coastline of Holland, Belgium, and
France.n110 This ©building project gave rise to 0,671
bunkers, gunsites, comﬁand posts -and other such centres from
the border of France to and including the Netherlands. In
the Netherlands alone 29,495 cubic metres of concrete wére
poured and 353.75 tounes of bar and soffit steel used to

shore wup the defence. 111

Along with bunkers and other
obstacles, Zeeland contributed more than oné million 'Rommel
asparagus' to this defense. 112 These were steel and wooden
poles which were driven into the shoreline and seabed to
protect the area from Allied plane landings, especially of

gliders.113  Their other function, especially out in the

- o —
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water, was to stand firm and hold either strands of barbed
wire to maké, the obtaining of the ‘shorel‘ine from landing
boats an impossibility, or to hold explosives which would
detonate as soon as the pole v;:as moved by man or boat. With
its huge concrete bastions and large guns pointing out to
sea, manned by both army and navy personnel, this defensive
line certainly appeared to be a formidable ?obstacle for

»

anyone attempting to land in or near Zeeland.

The wall was built by Germans and non-Germans alike. A

]

Dutch worker on the project qu\o’ced many years later in the
province's newspaper . said, "The construction of the most
essential and secret projects were done by the Germans
themselves.n 114
by German soldiers in its construction. "A weekend report
for the week‘27 March 1943 by the 65 Division stated that
1,588 mines were laid in Zeeland, 531 meters of anti-tank
ditches dug and 98 meters of tank barricades were built and
erected,"“s 8ll for the cause of preventing a p‘robable
invasion. German personnel ¢ould not keep up with the
building demands and thgs hired volunteers to work for them.
Some Dutch labourers had al}ead‘y voluntarily worked for the

Germans building air-strips. in Belgium and northern France,

as early as August 19110.“6 As the need for labour on this

e
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wall became acute, the German army conscripted civilians who
d;d not have a steady full-time job in their country into
helping with the construction. The Dutch hi’orian L. de
Jong has written that Zeeland was the first province where
the Germans forced the population to help them excavate and
dig in preparation for the wall'’'s construction. 17 By the
early part of 1944 women as well as men were being employed

to excavate and to help place 'Rommel asparagus’'.

Working conditions wunder German sentries were not
ideal, especially if one did not come to work when the
Germans called you up. If caught for not volunteering, you
were placed in a f'punishment-camp' in Oost-Souburg on
Walcheren for four to six weeks. Here you were given a brush
cut, received a meagre lunchtime meal, and forced to do heavy
labour. 118 This camp was clo;ed 10 June 1944 and interns
were moved to Bergen op Zoom where th;y were freed by the
inhabitants. For all workers, the only comforting sight was
in seeing a German soldier doing some of the dirty work as
well., Sometimes the Germans paid wages but this was pnot the
practice to those who were not N.S5.B.ers. Those who were
obtained special priviieges from the Germans. They were
given extra food and money, or were given special permits to

attend such bhihgs as the bioscope (movie theatre)i119 The
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Reich used indigenous construction firms from the conquered
¢ountries to help, and from the Netherlands there were
40-50,000 Dutch working on the wall. Yet even with all this, .

time and resources were just too few in quantity.

The 1500 mile long continuous wall did not become a
reality, mneither did it prevent én Allied invasion. Yet
Hitler was not going to give up on his dream. Certain
sections of the wall were to become fortresses which would
hold up the Allies as they ﬁﬁfsued the German armies towards
Germany. In a discussion with another German officer, Hitler
said,

We must be clear with each other Jodl, which

places do we want “to hold under ~311

¢ircumstances because they provide additional

supply possibilities for the enemy? We cannot

throw away the harbours that c¢an keep the

enemy from having unlimited manpower . and

material at his disposal. Thus, if the enemy

is no longer' able to get a number of

productive ports,; then that is about the only

brake we can put on his already unlimited

possibilites for movement. . . .120
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Hitler's Commander in Chief West, Gerd won Rﬁﬁdstedt,
did not particularly like Hitler's 1line of reasoning and
wénted to evacuate the whole Scheldt area. "But as von
Rundstedt might have guessed, Hitler, who had insisted on
much less valuable positions being held to the last, would
have none of it."'21 Hitler, seeing the potential of a
"Scheldt fortress™ as a set-back to the Allied use of
Antwerp, ordered parts g; the 15th Army to this area, knowing
full well that they w;uld be lost in the fighting. He had
made up his mind "that a certain number of troops are simply

going to have to be sacrificed to save others."'?2  Hitler

" then went about making this fortress a reality.

Those sections most in danger of an Allied invasion were

to be built up first and these were "the major harbours, the
U-boat bases, and the mouths of large rivers."123  The mouth
of the Scheldt fell into that latter group and began to be
built up after Hitler's September U diréctive:

Because of the breakthrough of enemy tank

forces towards Antwerp, it has become very

important for the further progré;s of the war

to hold the fortresses of Boulogne and

Dunkirk . . . Walcheren Island ﬁith Flushing

harbour; the bridgehead at Antwerp. ., . . The

(-
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defensive streng{h of the foriresses is to be
increased by  means of additional ammunition
supplies froﬁ‘the supplies of the 15th Aray,
especially anti-tank ammunition by bringing up
all kinds fréﬁ‘the country, and by evacuating
the entire population. The commanders .

- .

of Walcheren Island receive the same authority

" as a fortress commander. . . .12&

‘The 15th Army--Hitler’s anti-invasion army-~ was to play this

sacrificial role, and without a great deal of outside help
for on the 3rd and Uth -of September, the Kriegsmarine
evacuated depots in Viissingen and blew up machinery. The
Luftwaffe likewise destroyed their installations throughout
tﬁe southern Netherlands. 25 German citizens also fled
taking with them cars 'and jewellery confiscated from the

Dutch, l;aving the 15th Army to stand alone. 126

. Hitler's directive was followed and the 15th  Army

. commander, General Gustav Von Zangen, set about formulating
' the logisties of it. Von Zangen assumed control of/the whole
southwestern sector of the Netherlands and set up three

‘divisions in the Scheldt area. Each division was, because of

the fortress order, directly subordinate to the 15th Army and

not td corps headquarters. The 245th Infantry Division was
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on the South Beveland peninsula but would not see much action

here as it was moved to another theatre in short time. TIts

area was taken over by the T0th Infantry Division under
General Wilhelm Daser. Daser had a division of three
regiments with a troop strength of nearly 7,500 men to guard

South Beveland and Walcheren. The third division, the Alth,

- ‘was under the leadership of Major<General Kurt Eberding and

was located in Zeeuws-Vlaanderen. This division best shows

how Hitler's directive was carried out.'?7

MajorﬁGenéral Eberdiné, "the strict but just general™
and his "good" division!28 had their power enhanced by
supplies handed over to 7the01 by :the retreating 15th Army.
The division, right before the outbreak of battle, had
roughly 11,000 officers and men,129 500 mortars and machine
guns, 200" anti-tank and anti-aircraft guns of which
twenty-three were the dreaded 88's, and several artillery
pleces which were at least of 7% mm calibre or larger. This
vast supply cache was givgn to the 64th Division, a newly
formed division which consisted chiefly of experienced
soldiers who were on leave from the Russian front. The
Canadians would now meet this division which had been

specifically selected for the defence task at hand. 130

%




Chapter 3: Bringing War Closer -- Fighting on the Borders

Today, on D plus 95, almost the whole of
northern France has be;n ‘liberated as
have substantial parts _of Belgium. Our
forces have entered Holland and are close
to:theAﬁerman frontier at more than one
point . .-. . The hostile occupatio;.in
force of éhe Dutch islands_?t‘the mouth
of-theWScheldt is certain .to delay the
utilization of Antwerp as a port and will
thus initially influence the full

development of our strategy.1

On 4 September 19484, General Dempsey's Second British
Army had capﬁured intact, Antwerp, the greatest port in
northwest Europe. The Allies had already captured other
ports on the c¢oast such as Le Havre, Brest, Cherbourg and
Dieppe, and had theit artificial ports which they had
constructed, off the beaches at Arromanches in Normandy. The
handling capacity of each though, was small in comparison to
Antwerp's handling capacity of U0,000 tons of cargo per day,
due to her twenty-eight and a half miles of docks.2 Each
port as well made for fairly long supply lines .to the Allied

55 |
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army. With the capiure of this ‘ﬁvast, undamaged dock
practically in the backyard of General Eisenhower's forces">
would éome a 300 mile shortening of“supply routes and_the
potential to build up forces to feed a 'main Allied drive that
wouldwgo deép into the heartland of Nazi Germany as soon as

was possible,

The port of Antwerp had been eyéd covetously by the
Allies even before the landings in Normandy, and when it fell
into their hands on D-day plus 90 ihere was cause for
celebration by both soldier and civilian alike. Aithough the
port had fallen on 4 September, celebration was premature,u
for ‘it was not until 9 November that German resistance was

squashed along the banks of the Scheldt river, allowing for

the jopening of the approach to Antwerp to Allied convoys.

Und%r the directives of operation "Calendar", the forty-five -

to fffty miles of river leading to Antwerg was swept for
mines and‘then, only on the 28th of Novembe? did the first
Allied con;oy reach the large Belgian city. The celebration
of the #4th at obtaining this great port with its many
facilities intact and at little cost to the A;lies quickly
gave way to reality and to the real fighting "«- clearing the

Germans from along the banks so that the port could be used.

This then would beé *"the Battle of the Scheldt."
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Over 100,000 German troops were in the Scheldt estuary
sacrificing their 1lives, as Hitler put it, to prevent the
Allied take-over of Antwerp.5 They sugceeded in making it
very difficult for the Allies to‘gain control of the écheldt

area and in making life difficult for Zeeland's civilian

Vpdﬁ%ﬁation. Two things which further aided the Germans in

lengthening their hold on the Scheldt estuary were the
topography of the land in the western part of Zeeland, gnd

secondly, operation "Marketgarden".

The German's fortifications of this area were greatly
aided by the naturgl lay of the 1land. TQe land was flat and
below sea level except for the series of dikes which held
back the sea. A few of the polders, that land between the
dikes, had in some instances already been flooded making
truck, taqk and troop movement very difficult if not
impossible.6 Those polders whic¢h were not flooded were just
as hard to cross for the rains had made them soggy (the fall
of 1944 was very wet) making motorized vehicle crossings

impossible, and the Germans on top of the dikes made troop
N

movement in the polders very costly. The Germans had dug fox

and slit trenches into the dikes which served as excellent
observation points and defense lines making their ceviction

all the harder. The many canals and small causeways in this

[
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area further. strengthened their defensive position as it was
much easier to(repel an enemy from these places than it was
for the enemyﬁ to gain them. Had the Allies attacked the
German troops in those early days of September, the cost and
task of evicting the Germans from this area may have been a
lot gheaber and easier. However, the pressing matter of

operation "Marketgarden" got in the way.

The plan was executed on 17 September and in short met
with much opposition from the Germans. The Allies met defeat
énd sustained heavy Iosses%7 The operation also made
planning for the First Canadiq% Army a nightmare. Montgomery
was giving the Canadian Army érders to clean the Germans out
of‘ the coastal -cities and yet at the same time he was
depriving them of any priority or aid.? The failure of
"Marketgarden" seemed to awaken Eisenhower to the Scheldt
question and he again in a memo instructed_Montgomery to turn
his attention to the Antwerp approach problem.9 As it was
then, by the first week of October, the Germans had settled
in, eﬁtrenched behind Qikes and canals waiting for their
attackers to come and attémpt to evict them. The clearing of
the Scheldt would have to be undertaken in conditions 1§ss

favourable than they had been a few weeks earlier before

"Marketgarden".
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After the CGrave~Nijmegen-Arnhem thrust was made, the
clearing of the Scheldt was given first priority. A skirmish
at Rachen in the first week of October made it clear that the
Germans were willing to fight and that serious dif'ficulties
would be met in the clearing of the Scheldt. The effects of
a strong gale on 8@ October reduced materially t,he“ intake at
Cherbourg and Arromanches and helped to give further priority
to the Antwerp pr"oby-].em?0 and to a battle that was already in

progress.

The task of evicting the Germans out of this stronghold
fell to Montgomery’sv 21st Army Group and r;wre specifically to
the Canadian General H.D.G. (Harry) Crerar and his First
Canadian Army. General Crerar had received orders to clear
the Germans But of this area along the coast and he, in

conjunction with his headquarters staff, drew up a plan

accordingly. He, however, never got to see the execution of

the four phased plan due to illness. Early in September,
Crerar had to go to England to be treated for dysentry and
anaemia,; and when he came back to the front, the plarﬁ had
been éarr‘ied out suecessfﬁll.y, and altered somewhat by his

subordinate, General Guy Simonds.

To pry.the German 15th Army out of this defensive shell

—
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*
was a complex and an arduous task. It involved a series of
co-ordinated operations by the infantry divisions, with minor
support from the navy and alr-force and was against those
planted in highly defensible positions. This nearly
two-month long job of dislodging the Germans required various
intricate operations. Sadly enough, it also needed to be
combined with much artillery fire, severe bombings, and the
flooding of certain sections of land which Qould all exact a
cost on not only the fighters but on those watching the

fight.

Early in October, the First Canadian Army embarked on a

plén consisting of a series of operations against three

targets: the Breskens Pocket, South Beveland, and Walcheren.

The plan was divided into four main parts.n The first was
to push north of Antwerp and to seal off the South Beveland
isthmus. Responsibility for this phase fell to the ¢2&nd
Canadian Division. The second phase was known as Operation
"Switchback®, and wa's the clearing of the Breskens Pocket,
that area of land north of the Ghent Canal, and was to be
done by the 3rd Canadian Division. Oper?tion "yitality"
which would later be broken into "Vitality I" and "Vitality
II" was the third phase and encompassed the clearing of the

south Beveland isthmus by the 2nd Division. The last phase,
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known as operation "Infatuate™ which was also subdivided into
"I" and "II" involved the capturing of Walcheren TIsland.
These theh were the operations thag the Canadians would £ake
part in to clear the estuary. Once they were finished, the
mine-sweepers cbuld go up and down the Scheldt, setting off

or gathering the many mines that were sown into the river.

The First Canhadian Ar&y had, since éarly September, been
clearing up the channel ports in France and Belgium. The uth
Division moved along the coést and took up position in
Belgium south of the Leopold Canél near Maldegem, where they
saw, "for the first time the wooden 3shoes of the story
books." 12 2nd | Division, coming wunder General &rocker's
command took over the Antwerp sector, freeing General Dempsey
up for operation "Marketgarden®. The 1st Polish Armoured

-5 Division was moved from the Gheént-St. Nicholas area to the
left flank of the British attack. The uth Division remained
on the Leopold Canal until the end of September when they
were transferred to the area north of Antwerp, betwgen the

2nd Division and the Polish Division. '3

Generally speaking, before a storm breaks out, there is
a period of calmness. Following the events of some of the

regiments in the U4th Division, this also seemed to be the

-
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case in the Breskens Pocket. The Algonquin Regiment on the
Uth of September enjoyed a day of re-organization and rest,
and during the next week enjoyed pay-day, baths, issuance of
clean clothes and some travelling. Skirmishes with the enemy
occured such as at Moerbrugge, but it was not until the 13th
that this regiment faced the storm. It was on this day that
this regiment, in conjunction with the other units of the
10th Infantry Brigade, established a . bridgehead at

Moerkerke.1”

Under heavy artillery and mortar fire and in
the dead of night, the Algonquin Regiment crossed the Leopold
Canal, ©being ferried over by the Lincoln and Welland
Regiment . The enemy, obsessed with defending the north Side
of the waterway shelled the bridgehead and the g¢ommand post
in Moerkerke with great intensity. This defense was seen as

being crucial to the Germans since, if the Canadians were

victorious, the retreat of the 15th Army would be in serious

jeopardy. The 15th Army, under the careful control of’

General Eugen-Felix Schwalbe had been retreating from
Bresk#ns and Terneuzen to Vlissingen and South Beveland, in
order to}make their way north of Antwerp. This retreat was
necesssary to stave off possible entrapment by the Canadiags
in the Breskens Pocket. Thus wheén the Canadians established

the Moerkerke- bridgehead, General von und zu Gilsa, commander
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of the 89 Corps, came to this theatre and gave the commander

.

* there, General Saunders, "the strictest instructions that the

t brid§e~head must at all costs be eliminated."15

The Canadians had not been over to the oéher side for

more than twelve hours when the order came from Division
V ~Headquarters to withdraw. This set-back was mainly caused by
the inability to get amﬁunition to those in the bridgehead.
A silver®™lining was found behind this cloud =- "consolation

was derived from the ’terrific losses inflieted wupon the

enemy."16 Withdrawal was dong at great cost to equipment,
much of it being left behind., Retreat also seemed to be in
the form of "eJeryman to himself" as the Algonquins! diary
states that "some of the men had to swim back" and that
ﬁ patrols had to go out during the day to pick "up survivors
who had managed to make éheir way back across the canal.n'7
Some never came back, being killed or taken prisoner. Total

casualties for the Algonquins on this day were 1u3.‘8

Casualties in wartime were not a new thing, yet their

!
ﬁ high rates in this campaign causes one to notice them more

than one would otherwise do. Four days after the capture of

! ‘

5 - - Antwerp, in the battle at Moerbrugge, one battalion of the
! Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders of Canada, "suffered
\) ~
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severely". !In the attack at Moerkerke, "one of the Algonquin
companies had had 75 per cent casualties."!9 ”Later on, in
the battie of the causeway lbetueené:South Beveland and
Walcheren, the Canadian Black Watch would be almost totally '
decimated. It seemed as if 'the Scheldt' became a word
synonymous for ‘destruction'; destruction of regiments, of

homes, of 1land.

As one reads through the war diaries of the various
regiments involved in the fighting in Zeeland, .one quickly
notices that the diaries make frequent mention of the fact
that the weather was cold, cloudy, and/or that it was
raining. The author of the Lincoln and Welland Regimental
diary used the headings cool, cloudy and raining, thirty-two,
thirty-five, and twelve times respective;y for the period 1
Sept. - 31 October, 1944. The Lake Superior Regiment's diary
noted rain twenty~four times for that same period of time.
At least seven of those rains were "heavy" and many of them
were at night, probably compounding the soldier's discomfort,"

for that was when he was trying to sleep.

The fall and winter of 1944 in the Netherlands were cold
and wet,zo making conditions uncomfortable for the soldiers.

The damp made one cold, the rain made things muddy, and
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living 1in these conditions made one sick. A Canadian
infantry officer in the flooded Dutch 1lowlands wrote the

following:

y
Do you know what it's 1like? Of course
you don't. You have never slepth in a
hble "in the. ground which you have dug
while someone tried to kill you . . . a
hole dug as deep as‘you can as duick as

you can, . . . It is an open grave, and

yet graves don'tA fill up with water.

They don't harbour wasps or mosquitos,

[%nd you don't feel the cold, clammy wet

that goes into your marrow. . . . A

trench is dug just wide enough for the

~shoulders, as long as the body and as .

deep as there is time, It may be
occupied for two hours or two weeks. The
next time yoﬁ are near some muddy fields
after a rain take a look in a ditch.

That is where your man lives.?!

An observer at Flanders in 1940 wrote of the mud there

"which has no parallel on any other portion of the earth's
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crugt. It combines the general characteristic¢s of cow dung
with a marked hygroscopie quality, so, that the more you mess
about with 1it, the messier it geté."ez The Canadian
iﬂfantrymaﬁ, who, by the nature of his job, had an intimate
relationship with the clay and mud, earth and water, could
not escape tﬁese cdnditions; conditions which ultimately
brought about a severe case of trench foot. There were 320
cases of trench-foot reported in the week ending 15 October

in the whole of north-west Europe. Four weeks later that

weekTy figure was up to 5,386, making for an April 19&5‘£otal

of 44,728 men who had to be hospitalized for the disease.??

Soldiers involved in this Sch;Igg_;;Eg{; also suffered from
exhaustiona and minor illnesses increased in October 194&.2u
Furthermore, because "theH Qeather remained constantly wet
with temperatures in the 40°-50° F. range . . . [it was]
necessary to pick up casualties immediately if the seriously
wounded were to have any chance of sur%ival.“25

Conditions for the soldier, if not already bad enough,
werg further intensified by the German's deliberate
destruction of Zeeland's dikes and irrigation systems. Not
onl} would the infantry soldier walk alone in polders made

too wet by nature for heavy ariillery*or motorized vehicles

to give constant support, but he would do s¢o in water
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waist ~deep due to the flooding of the land. On the 19th of
September, close  to the village of Philippine in
Zeeuws-Vlaanderen, the Lincoln and Welland Regiment found the
"area "flooded and the road covered to a depth of two feet.”
Two days later "the water in the area had risen making
progress very z’slow."g6 The war diary for the 15§h Canadian
Field Regiment states that in one operation, "some mined
roads, flooded areas and  snipers were the chief
opposition.n27 Such' .Water-spots would be encountered

throughout the campaign by both armoured and infantry

divisions alike.

It was the task of the Canadian H4th Armoured Division to

- contain the Leopold/de 1la Derivation canals in late September

and . early Octo;ers, They were also to offer, by middle
October, support to the three infantry brigades of the
Canadian 3rd Infantry Division in their quest for supremacy
over a well locked-in enemy in the Breskens Pocket. Since
the Algonquin Regiment had met witJ defeat in their attempt
to c¢ross the Leopold at Moerkerke, the #th Division turned
their attention west and started to clear the whole area

south and west of this canal.

This operation started with the crossing of the Canal de

Jon s D Ry R - - -——— .
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la Derivation de 1la Lys between Maldagem and Eecloo in
Belgium,‘a poin§ where the canal runs almost straight south
to 1intersect the Ghent canal. Soon such places as Oost
Eecloo, Bassevelde and Assende were liberated and on the
evening of September 20th the troops entered Holland *and the
town of Sas Van Ghent ... was the first Dutch town to be
liberated by 4th Cdn. Armd Div."23  The 10th Infantry

Brigade, with the aid of the R.C.A. and the Uth Armoured

Brigade, as well as Typhoons and "Rockphoons" quickly made

their way up to Terneuzen. Their speed, however, did not
lessen th; tenacity of the German defense.

In this quest north towards the West Scheldt, heav§
opposition was encountered at Philippine and -Sluiskil; even
though the Dutch underground was greatly aiding U4th
Division's drive by giving ;aluable information in regards to
the enemy.2? The Germans, aided by 88 mm, AA, A/TK guns and
small arms fire, exacted some heavy casualties again from the
Algonquin Regiment, in one instance a whole platoon being
taken prisoner.30 In light of information received from the
Duteh police, that the Germans were escaping from Philippine
to Breskens and Hoofdplaat and then over to Vlissingen, this
resistance is understandable.3! Still, after a goodly amount

of pressure, the enemy fell back and many were taken
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prisoner, some being escorted away from the front lines by

' the Belgian White Brigade. The members of this Belgian

resistance group were "particularly valuable as escorts for

P.O.W's, a role that they playe with understandable

%
Ed

enthusiasm."32

Fighting was not the only means used during this course
of time to get the Germans to become POW's, Propogandg
broadcasts were employed by the Canadians along the Leopolz
Canal to convince the enemy to surrender. At two points along
the Leopold, 1loud speakers were installed for Tmoral
persuaéion“, to exhort the enemy to cease his resist;nce.
For those Germans who were perhaps hard of hearing, division
artillery showered thousands of leaflets on the enemy. One
side of the pamphlet was a "safe passage conduct® to those of
the enemy who would desert, "The othé} side, in large black
letters, asked the German soldier why? after surviving five
years of the war, he §§buld die in the 1last week.n33
Positive response on this action was not forthcoming, at
least not immediately. In fact, response was especially

negative for the next day the Germans answeyred back with a

heavy shelling.

v

By the 21st of September the 10th Canadian Infantry
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Brigade had cleared ‘the way up to Terneuzen. Now the enemy

~ lay 6 almost completely behind the Leopeld Canal, for the

brigade had made contact with the 1st Polish Armoured
Division who had cleaned out the enemy between Axel and
Antwerp, and had a day earlier entered the port of Terneuzen.
To the 3rd Division would now come the task of cleaning out
the German 64th Division from the Braakman, the inlet west of
Terneuzen, to Zeebrugge, the'northern tip of the Breskens

Pocket.

The U4th Canadian Armoured Division's role changed over

" the next two to three weeks from one of clean-up to a Static

role. Positions were consolidated and firmed up, and then

quickly, by the middle of QOctober, came the orders to move.
One regimental writer now summed up the new task for the
whole division:

Our role in the "Battle of Antwerp" was

now c¢lear; While the “Third Division
continted with the job of cleaning up the
pocket on the southern bank of the
Scheldt, and the Second Division prepared

to clear South Beveland on the northern

side of the Scheldt, we were to drive

northward from Antwerp and thus complete
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the process of opening up the great port . y

for 3hipping.3u

The 29th Canadian Reconnaissance Armoured Regiment
started the division's move by leaving for the area north of
Antwerp, Camp de Brasschaet, on the 9th of October. The Lake
Superior Regiment followed on the 1Uth, with most other
regiments arriving on the 16th and 17th. Thelr task in this
theatre would be to move up to and take Esschen, Wouwsche
Pla?tage, Bergen op Zoom, then the Roosendalshe Canal, land

finally move right up to Hollandschdiep.

The m§¥e north Q?wards Esschen, under the command now of
1st British Corps, started in earnest by the 20th. That
morning,tgperation "Suitcase” started with its object being
the taking of Roosendaal and the sealing off of the western
flank of this peninsula. By the 22nd, Esschen was in the
control of the Algonquin Regiment who found little opposition
along the way, except in the woods surrounding the town.

Here, the enemy held out, fighting stubbornly to 3 point,

- aided with many booby traps and mines. "So complete was the
i

element of surprise®™: on the town "that 22 enemy'vehicles
later drove into town unaware that it was in our hands."35
The next'day the Germans subjected Esschen to heavy mortar

and shell fire but it was too late. With the aid of
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| crocodile flame throwers and just plain slugging it out, the

objectives were all fully met by the end of October. By the

Roosendaalsche Canal, by the 24th Wouwsche Plantage had been

|
‘ 21st, Uth Canadian Armoured Brigade Group had crossed the
1 taken, and by the 27th the Lincoln and Welland Regiment moved
|

into and started to clean-up Bergen op Zoom.36 The bulk of

|
|
i the enemy forces started to withdraw from the area north of

Bergen op Zoom on the 30th, two days after the Netherland's

ﬂ 7 flag was hoisted in the city by the Burgemeester and
j | officially proclaimed liberated.3’ By the 31st and in the
. first four days of November, Steénbergen was reached and the

‘ whole area clearedhof Germans. On the last day of October,

‘ some of the troops were given a much deserved rest and some
even celebrated.
The officers of the Lincoln and Welland
Regiment held a Hallowe'en banquet énd v
dance in the Hotel de Draak, Pretty
4 Dutch girls, members of the Local foung
Ladies Bible C(Class, were'invited and a
joybus evening of entertainment was had

by all.38

Although the task of liberating this area from Antwerp:

to Esschen to Steenbergen had been carried out in less than
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two weeks, one should not get the impression that it was an
easy task. It was not, by far. By looking at some of the

particulars it becomes evident that the _Allies were fighting

two gr'”oups in the enemy camps. The one consisted of those

who made their token (fighting gestures and then gave
themselves up; the other was comprised of a group of men who
fought well and showed stubborn resistance to the Canadian's

advances.

A

The Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders of Canada made
particular’note of this. "We would most likely encounter a
mi}\‘(ed sort of opposition - the wusual fierce, fanatical
r‘*eérguards" who made good use of the "flat, sandy, and
heavily wooded [area}, combined, with pockets of weary
Germar?ls, anxious to surrender."39 It was the former group
who mgde the going tough. "The enemy had plenty of 88's and
75's, mortars and 20 mm A/A guns" and used the geography of
the area well, sowing the area with mines and booby traps and
positioning snipers well."o Roads were cratered, bridges
blown, and extensive use was made of concrete road blocks.“
Trip wires were present as we:; a few new kinds of mines
which were powerful enough to turn a Churchill tank over or

which allowed a certain amount of traffic to pass and then

blew.Y2 All of these defensive measures were craftily used
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by the Germans. These were coupled with the command to slow
down the Allied advance and_ thus enemy reaction to entry into

Wousche Hil and Bergen op Zoom was violent .43

That second group of Germans cannot easily be quantified
or qualified, yet they were very real, as becomes evident by
the various comments found in the war diaries. The diarist
for the 29th Reconnaissance Regiment felt "that these c¢haps
didn't seem to have much interest in fighting and were pretty

U% p Lincoln and Welland

glad the war was over for tﬁem."
account recalls one episode where "armed enemy parties . . .
[gave themselves up to] stretcher-bearers whilst they were
attending cas." It was also noted that the POW's were "very
cheerful about the matter .45  Others as well, deciding that

ndiscretion was the better part of valour", also gave

themselves up to the advancing Canadian troops. €

The exact number of Germans taken prisoner cannot be
given although the figure was certainly high awé' in all
cases, far too high for what the German army could afford.
The quality of these POW'S ranged from seventeen<year-olds to
those inflicted with ulcers and were thus part of a special
"stomach" division, to a various assortment of nationalities

|
and  troops. There. were Russians and | a Mongolian,
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paraéroopers and poorly-trained children.®7T a11 things taken
into account, it seemed as if some German soldiers were tired
of fighting after five years, and especially in what appeared
to them now as a losing battle. As well, it appeared as if
the Third Reich was running low in manpower and was filling
the gaps with anyone that could don a uniform and pull a
trigger. Some¢ fought valiantly: others after short
skirmishes, gave up. Botﬁ made it rough going on the
Canadians in this mini-theatre and on those taking part in

operations "Switchback," "Vitality" and "Infatuate".

We must now turn to the operations of the 3rd Canadian
Infantry Division on the south sider of the Scheldt. The
fighting here in the Breskens Pocket, known to the Germans as
"Scheldt Fortress South" was jugi as fierce and costly as had

been the  fighting at Woensdrecht. R. W. Thompson, in his

book The Eighty-five days (U4 Sept.-28 Nov.), gives a very
good deseription of the fighting conditions. Here he
outlines the difficult time the 7th Brigade encountered in

this area.

The rain, driven by winds blowing half a gale,

had seemed to join the dark evil sky to the

¥

dark evil land, so that the small spacé -that
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various points over the Leopold Canal.

had been won resembled the inside of a tureen,
squelching with mud and water 1like some foul
stew. Even the dykes had lost their lines,
!!ushed and churned into the great muck heap
of the featureless wilderness. There were no
fires, there was no rest. For a full week men

had lived and died and slept always wet and

caked with ooze...[sic] Enemy bodies rotted

- and stank where they had fallen, of less

account hthan the 3swollen carcasses of oxen
with the . legs sprouting stiffly wupwards,
symbols of the misery of that terrible land
reclaimed from the sea. When Eede Qas at last
won the 1land ahead was strewﬁ thickly wiih
mines. Hidden wires touched off explosions of
mud shot through with fragments of steel. Men
lost their feet as they crawled along under
the dyke banks and sat staring at the

shattered stumps.u8
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On October 6 at "5:30 a.m. the 3rd Division attacked at

e ot - - —

They suffered heavy
casualties but so did the Germans .who 1lost an estimated

fifteen hundred men.%9 ‘Four days after the initial assault

_
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the German 6U4th Division$let<up on knocking out the Allied
bridgeheads at 3trooiburg and Aardénburg for a new threat to

their defence system had arrived behind them at Hoofdplaat.

~ The original plan Crerar and his H.Q. staff haﬁ drawn up
called for the setting up of bridgeheads over the Leopold
Canal and then to pasé other brigades through these holes in
the German defense. General Simonds saw that if‘the‘plan was
strictly adhered to, the number of casualties would be
extremely high. Thus he decided on a bold ambhibious attack
across the Braakman, a move that_heiped the Allies break the

German defense system quicker than could otherwise have been

expected.
£

”

The 9th Capadian Infantry Brigade had »obtainedﬂ many
amphibious tracked 1landing vehicles (LVT's) such as
'terrapins' and 'buffaloes' from Ghent. These vehizcles were
sailed up the Ghent-Terneuzen Canal and in the early hours of
9 October were used to make an attack on the beaches near
Hoofdplaat. [Landing occured at 2:05 a.m. on the beaches

marked beforehand by coloured smoke from shells fired from

"their own artillery. The opposition's gunfire remained quiet

until dawn when heavy shells then began to arrive from

Breskens and Vlissingen. Ground gained was c¢ostly but

ve
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headway was slowly made. The task became somewhat egsier
when the Germans were forced to retreat:at ﬁatervliet on 10
October due to the actions of the Argyll and Sutherland
Highlanders, and at the Isabella Polder where the Queens Ow&
Rifles; coming in from the north, apd the Algonguin Regiment,
coming from the soutﬁ, met together, forcing a break south of

the Braakman in the enemy defenses.

Meanwhile, progress was also being made by those who led
the initial assault across the Leopold. Aardenburg and
Middelbourg were taken on October 19, By mid-QOctober, after
nearly a fortnight of fighting, the Canadian troops had
gained half of the Breskens Pocket. The Germans had  been
forged back to a second line of defence which ran from the
Leopold Canal to the Sluis Canal, up through Sluis, Oostburg,
Schoondijke, and up to Breskens. The Canadians would now

have to evict the Germang from this new defensive line.

The attack on Breskens started on October 21 with the
Cahadian troops swimming the icy waters of a twenty-five foot
wide, four and a half mile 1long anti-tank ditch which
surfounded the citylso, They then stormed -the city and. with
*the co-opleration] and effective sp tsuppdrt] rendered by

the Air Force" (R.A.F. Bomber Command) who tried to silence
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the guns at Vlissingen, Breskens fell the same day.g1 ) The

<&

forces pushed on to Fort Frederick Hendrik and three times
the Canadians stormed the fort only to have it recaptured by
the Germans. The fourth time it stayed in Canadian hands. 22
Another Canadian force had meanwhile attacked Schondijke
which fell on October 24. Oostburg was taken on the 28th and
a day later Zuidzande fell. The Canadians had now pushed
General Eberding's remaining German troops into the
water~logged pocket near Zeebrugge and on November 2, he and
his troops were captured. The next day the entry "was made
in the operations 1log at Héadquarters 3rd  Division,
'"Operation Switchback now complete;' and somebody wrote
beside it, 'Thank God!' "53 The Division had suffered over
2,000 casualties, almost one duarter of them proving to be

fatal.>4

While the 3rd and #4th Canadian Divisions had been
clearing the Germans out of the Breskens Pocket in operation
"Switohﬁack", the 2nd Division had started to push into the
South Beveland peninsula under operation "Vital(ity".ss By 2%
October various regiments of the 2nd Division had taken the
town of Rilland. As the Canadians were approaching the
Beveland Canal, operation "Vitality II" was put into action.

It involved an amphibious landing by British troops of the
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sond Division in their Dbuffaloes from Ter;:euzen to two
beachheads across the West Scheldt porth of their f%take-off
point. This diversion weakened the Gerﬁan defenses by the
Beveland Canal and by October 29 the British and Canadlan
forces linked up and then fought on, taking the whole

peninsulé by the end of October.

It had been a hard fight. The Germans had placed on the
peninsula “fo‘ir battalions of infaniry, two battalions of
fortress troopé, and ;:en battalions of ar’tilleryi"SG In .a
week, however, the peninsula was taken yet at very high
costs. By November 3, the 2nd Canadian Division was
withdrawn from the battle having lost 207.officers and 3, 443
men of other ranks in a lipile over a month of figﬁting.s'?
With the completion of this phase the Ailies now had to
capture Walcheren Island where German reinforcements were
arriviné, for the T0th Division had retreated along the
adjoining causeway under (General Daser to bolster the
Walcheren garrison which consisted of 3,000 troops well
stocked with food and ammunitions.58 It 4seemed like a

formidable task.>9

- >
Operation "Infatuate®” was the last stage and it required

the Allies to capture the 1island of Walcheren, 60 Attempts at

L
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getting and destroying German sgrongholds on the island had
already been made a month earlier. General Simonds had
wanted R.A.F. Bomber Command to drop bombs on the dikes
holding back the water from the Nortﬁ Sea which would flood
the saucer-shaped island. By doing this, the Allies would
stand to gain many military advantages. The flooding would
restrict German troop movement and would alloﬁ the Allies to
make amphibious landings on the island in order to capture
it. mSome commandgrs did npot favour the plan but it was given
the green 1light, and executed on 3 October.?’  1In the early
afternoon of that day Bomber Command dropped bombs on the
largest dike in the w&?ld %it was 25 feet high, had a 524
foot thick base and was built on basalt anchored in the sand
by gigantic piles) and continued to do so throughout October.
Ten " major assaults were carried out oﬁ the dislend with
between 8,000 and 9,000 tons being dropped on the Qikes,
German fortifications, and Germans below. Thé bombs forced
breaches in the dikes surrounding the island in four S$pots
inundating most of the island. Now on November 1 the Allies

wouid attack by land and water.

Walcheren was to be attacked from three directions:
from the causeway at the east end of the island; by an

amphibious attack across the Scheldt at Vliissingen; and from
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the gap at Westkapelle where a force would be brought in on
amphibious vehicles. The latter two attacks were slated for
the first of November, the former attack to be performed when
the causew;y was reached by the éritish and the Canadians.
That was October 31 but no foothold could be gained -on the

island that night. The same night Mosquito bombers peppered

Westkapelle for the early morning invasion.

The next morning the battleship "Warspite" and two"

15-inch gun monitors, the "Erebus™ and "Roberts" stood
offshore and poured shells into the German positions at Ese
western tip of the island. Then came the British commandos
who had sailed from Ostend (Belgium) to Westkapelle. The
British craft were easy targets for ‘the enemy's byg and
mostly undamaged coastal guns. Many troops and 80% of the
landing c¢raft were lost. "Westkapelle would go down in

history with Dieppe and Tarawa."62
‘ #
That same day, British Commando Group No. U sailed from
Breskens across the West Scheldt to establish a beachhead at
the fisland’s southern port of Vlissingen. Resistance was

limited and by nightfall much of the city was under Briti%h

control. Those attempting to get over the causeway, howeve#,

[

met heavy resistance from German gunfire and from the ﬁéqx\¥
\

i
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planted mines. Help was needed, thus the 156th and 157th

Lnfantry brigades crossed over the Slooce Channel south of the
causeway and by November U they had 1linked themselves up to
the new bridgehead 500 yards into the island. It was now a

question of time before the German Gibraltar fell.

A systematic adyance and linking up of troops was made
after November 3rd on the island. On 6 November the island's
capital of Middelburg fell when the German. General, Dasér,
surrendered.83 on November 8, the 52nd Division reporggd
that there was no further German resistance on the island.
The remaining Germans were rounded up the next day.6“
Operation "Calendar" which had tbg navy clearing the Scheldt

of the mines, had already commenced on 4 November and took a

month to complete. The river was dredged in a few places and

on November 28, the first Allied convoy sailed into the-port

of Antwerp.65 Hitler now would feel the blow the loss of
Antwerp would have on Germany. To him the port was so

\\

important that he again schemed to take it in his Ardennes
counter-offenajve. ‘ The offensive, launched in December,
failed. jAntwerp would stay in Allied hands until the war

ended.66

The 'battle to clear the approaches to Antwerp was over

i
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with the fall of Walcheren Island.
With the evacuation of the last strip of
territory held by the Germaus around the

Scheldt Estuary, .the 1st. Canadian Army had

completed its vital task of clearin§‘Antwerp -

one of the most resounding and - far-reaching

victories since D-Day. Thé\{‘appreoiation

manifested throughout  the world clearly

indicated the importance attributed to this’

particular caﬁpaign, which the Canadian Army

under Lt. Gen Simonds completed well ahead of

schedule.67
Apart from the fighting .for the éauseway and the directidn of
the battle by higher headquarters, the Canadian's share in
this last stage was minimal. Yet Qf any group in the battle,
the Canadians had seen mgst of the fighting. They also
incurred the highest casualtiesf While figﬁfing under the
appalling conditions of rainm, floods, »and the cold, while
under constant fire from the—Ge#ﬁans who were well-entrenched
in the region, the First Canad}an Army had incurred nearly
13,000 casualties, 703 officers and 12,170 other ranks were
either killed, wounded or missing. Of this total, 3585

officers and 6,012 men of other ranks were Canadian.?® Their

=
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gallant fightingﬂproved the Canadians I —
’ to be magnificent t‘i.gl'ltxer's;,~ truly magnificent,
Their job along the Channel coiast and cleéring "
. the Scheldt Estuary was a great military
- achievement for which ;they deserve fullest
credit.lg It was a job that could have been
done onl?’;y by first-rate froopsﬁg {\:
|
‘
]




.CHAPTER FOUR: THE WAR'S AFTERMATH IN ZEELAND

g ) \ - ‘ _
"The last pin was knocked from the gate to the great

| P

| port of Antwerp last week. It tooE;‘one of the cruelest

{ last pin was Walcberen Island and the elimination of the
"last-stand" German troops there, After four years of
waiting, freedom had come for the people of Zeeland; zij

waren nu bevrijd (they were now liberated).

! )
’ + 3
|

War was by no means over, it would qpntinuehfor yet half

a year but the Zeeuws were now free. For the next while as

‘the Allied*‘koops moved out, the Zeeuws would have to learn

how to live again, to run affairs again, to manage-athgse by

(themsélves and not under German overseers. Yes they were
i ’ free, but war was by no means over. It was evident in eyery
{ _ dead trée, every cratef, every.pile of rubble, for each bore
J the invisible placard with "WAR"™ written on it. HNow caye the
time to assess the situation, to inspect the heavy damage

done., With the war still going on and large-scale aid

j therefore an impossibility, the Zeeuws would have to do, what

| they could; they would have to live, struggle and make do
i

] with what they had.
[
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| o shipfto-shore battles of the war to finish the job."1 The *
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_the Scheldt battle. Of the five million—shells;

What Zeeland had—after the fighting was over was not
much. Putting the damage caused by floodlng 331de fit will
be dealt with in detaiﬁ&hn part II]} the figures depicting the
province's destruétion arg still horrendous. In December

period 1 May 1940 and, 30 June 1945, 7,083 of these dwellingXx

1939, Zeeland had a(gftal of 70,020 dwellings. Between the
“4 o
were destroyed (10.12%)Y, The national figure of U.18% of the

homes destroyved (92,065 of the 2,200,678) partially shows how

L

‘much more Zeeland paid for the cost of liberation. Zuid

Holland, thé number two ranking province had 5H.74% of its
homes ruined by war.2 While these figures show the misery
someyhat on a provincial level, one‘needskto look at the
local levels to see misery truly exgmplified kor'in certain

villages destruction of homes ran close to 100%.

The part of the province where destruction was the
greatest was West Zeeuws-Vlaanderen. It was on this area of

27,000 hectares that five million Canadian shells fell during

i . ‘
were heavy shells. If one adds to this figure the numbér of

shells the Germans as well inflicted upon this area, one

quickly sees that over 200 shells fell on each heckare in
this region. Broken down further, that meant that one shell

fell on every seven meter square patch.3 And yet there were

ST
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still civilians alive to tell their story of the fighting.

Around and {p every farm, village and town{ there was
hard fighting, so severe in facthghag author L.W. de Bree
asked, "Would there be anywhere in the Netherlands, such 2
bitter struggle as for the taking of Breskens, Sluis and
Cadzand?"™ The Zeeuws popul;tion here had to. live fon weeks
under constant artillery and air bombardment, Many of them
lived in their basements without electricity and/or water.
When they emerged after the fighting was ‘over, they more
often than not saw their then houses, now converted in piles
of rubble, and saw "horses, cows and pigs layiag around and
dieing or dead ."> Once liberated, if they were not forced to
evacuate, the people could salvage or dispose of the dead
livestock. Corpses as well that due to conditions had to be
laid in gardens or placed under trees,6 Wwere now. buried

properly.

"West Zeeuws-Vlaanderen is frightfully destroyed; it is

impossible to give a true picture . . . [of the damage]. 1In

_ «
this land of towns and villages [where] thousands of houses
are destroyed, . . . that is a catastrophe. . . ."/ When
catastrophes have passed there is usually not much left over.

In the town hardest hit by the Breskens Pocket struggle, such

At . o RRORY_ T, e e A% e o - - < s
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was indeed the case.

In the town of Breskens (population 3,200 before the war
caused evacuations) there were 40,000 to 50,000 tons of
debris.® This rubble once fashioned 807 dwelling places.
Now 90% of the towns 898 homes were demolighed‘9 Aardenburg,
Oostburg, ééhoondijke and Sluis also received heavy damsge to
their homes (47%,49%,43%, and 54% respectively of the homes
destroyed), as did Nieuwvliet (49%), Ijzendijke (200 nousas)

and Biervliet (175 housgs).10 4,000 homes in this area

needed to be repaired. Further damage wés metad out to the
countryside where "no road, ~no bridge was  whole

anymore., .“11

Heavy gunfire and severe fighting forced many to flee %o
places they considered to be safer than their own home town.
Inhabitants from Breskens fled to Biervliet; residents from

Eede, Sint Kruis and Middelburg (Belgium) found refuge in

Aardenburg. Sluis' populace was warned to evacuate through
pamphlets dropped from planes and through radio messages.
These warnings were not taken seriously since the pegple did
not think that the fig%}iﬁg would be all that bad. Shelling
and fighting went on for a month and the number of deaths

here put Sluis in third spot in this part of the province.
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===—_ Qostburg, in number two spot, 1lost 106 inhabitants.'2

'Breskens lost not only the greatest number of houses but also

the greatest, number of peopie. About 600 people stayed
‘behind ‘in Breskens, Oostburg and Sluis and 6f those In
Breskens, 121 were killed witk another eighty wounded . 13
Altogether, of the 600, 370 residents 1lost ‘their 1ives,1”
pushing the total number of deceQSed from this part of the
province to 900.15, For cattle which couid not find safe
places té hide, 50% perished16 Jdeaving 2,000 cows angd sone
1,200 horses Behind for which stables and barns had to be

found to quarter them 7

Across the river from Breskens lays Vlissingen, another
dreadful example of war's destructive power. It was under
constant attack during the war but had suffered‘the worst
bloﬁ when it was bombarded by shells and bombs from sea and
air to allow for the landings of the commando troops.18 Most
of* the damage was inflicted on the city by the guns in

Zeeuws-Vlaanderen which threw almost 38,000 shells into the

city. ey ruined over 1, 1ouses A and lightly
ity.1Y Th ined 1,318 h (20%)20 htly

damaged the other 5,000 houses in the city. About 2,000 of
these houses were unusable because they were wholly or
partially in sea water,21 which came when the dikes were

bombed. Between the shelling and the sea water that came up

[}
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!

into the city, there was hardly a house that was leff

i.mdamaged.22

Many in the city had left as the shellings increased,

going to Middelburg or other parts of the provinee,
Eventually, from-a normal population of 23,000 the =ity was

left with 3,000.23 This number rose and fell in the next few

o
O

months after November as non-workers were forced evacusts

and workers came in to help rebuild the city. Since there
were so few ggﬁes left in Vliﬁsingen, these WereArequired to
house the workers. Thus in order to stay in the city one
needed a special stamped pass. Tho;é not haging the pass
were asked to leave to places that would receive them.
Should they not have a place, an address would be found for
them in North or South Beveland. Those that refused to go
were forcably evicted and‘sent even further away than the two

B.e\}elandsa.el‘l

(]

While Vlissingen groaned due to the many houses she
lost, Middelburg groaned as her walls attempted to house more

and more refugees., Since only the outskirts of the city were

‘flooded, and since it was a central point and not far from

‘any other flooded area on Walcheren, it acted like a magnet

ta all who sought refuge. Streams of refugees from Souburg

)
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and Vlissingen came so that by 11 October, 7,800 of them were

sgtuatg‘agiwin the ¢ity.?> Soon the .éity of 21,000 swelled to.

40,000 under adverse cond]ri'l;ioms,2'5

. 3
L3

With the Gerwan army retreating, they nesded food for
their travels and in the month of Septembe} the food
situation became qor‘se‘27 As the battle crept closer to the
capital, bombs blew telephone cables and gas and water lines

apart. %'y the 20th of October, gas, water and electricity

were cut off.28 The water situation became worse as the }'_and

around the city became flooded and the salt water started to
seep into the wells.  That, coupled with the German
destruction of pumps did not allow the town to "support the

number of people who flocked to her for saf‘ety.“29 As the

water situation deteriorated even further, rainwater had to

be rationed 'with a group of three people getting a daily J

amount of one pail fuil. 30

In the liberation battle, Middelburg lost 12% of its
homes3' and fourteen of its inhabitants plus ten refugees.
This paled in comparison to the village west of it whose
inhabitants had seen the destructibn of their monumental
dike, an object Westkapellers had kept in good repair for

decades. The bombing of the dike demolished everything

—— R LT - T e e -

S CUIUHE I U S SO




2
[y

%

]

behind the dike for an area of 1,000 by 700 yards.32 It also
caused the destruction of over half the hol‘mes (488 J’)f 704
gone) and had cost-bthe lives of many men and beast alike.
Even  though they( were warned by radio, pamphlets,’Jénd

word-of‘-z‘nouth‘ to leave, the villagers did not want-to leave

their village under German management. They also did not -

think that the bombing would be as severe as 1t was, When
the bombers came,; "whole households were surprised by the
bombs a?d the water and gent to thei; deaths holding each
other. ﬁThe windmill of Theune where U7 people, men, women
and children, had hoped to find a safe hiding place, bgcame a
mass gﬁ%vesite."33 200 citizens lost their lives (8%’of the
population) and Henk wvan Waard, in his book on Walcheren
wrote that hardly one family escaped experiencing death to at

least one of its members.3u

Death made this village an intolerable place to live.

Not only had 200 c¢itizens died, but thousands of cattle and

_horses were killed as well by the bombing. Of the 9,800

cows, only 600 were left, and of the 2,500 horses only 20%
remained alive.35 "The reason why this place is more
unbearable than so many other damaged hamlets, is the stink
of the water. Westkapelle has not only become a swamp but

over and above that it carries the burden of the unburied
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déad."36 J@ﬁ’)
Oostkapelle, another village on Walcheren, fared just as

poorly. It lost 300 house§ and the remaining 120 gave refuge

to 1,100 pér‘sons,37 Veere, a viltage of 200 in the northern

part of the 1sland. was spared any war Jdamage and therefore

'

¥
became a haved to countless numbers of refugees. - The large

Gothic church there housed men and beast inside znd sutside.

Inside, refugees slept on the pews while outside "under its

huge arches, emergency Stables have been built {for bony

w38

hal f=starved cows. . The =ity, built on a small hill,

gave refuge to evacuees and flood viatims from all across the

- - - 3 L
rovince, while the sea water coming in from her broken Jike
g

swirled all around.

Gun-fire damage in Schouwen-Duiveland, Tholen [they wers

flooded] and North Beveland was minimal. ©On South Beveland
it was again wmore noticeable, especially around the Goes
area. Rilland-Bath had forty-nine buildings ruined and its
church and school building suffered damage. Other villages
such as Ovezawnde, Driewegen, and 's Heer Arendskerke received
light‘damage.gg Goes was lightly -shelled but its beautiful
church and old townhall complete wiph Lower went undamagedauo

Further destruction was thwarted here as underground Ffighters

5]
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Refugees from Westkapelle in Veere's church, December 1944, Ry

Butfaloes in
front of the
church at
Veere, December
19443,

RvO. #7494
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]
drove off German demolition squads who were going to blow the

twg_ bridges near the town‘m

~

While homes were greatly damaged as can be seen from the
above dJescriptions, mention also needs Lo be mide »HE the
destruction and loss of cultural and historical monuments.
Homes could be rebuilt, and bomb craters could be filled In
and quite easily compared to the rebuilding of ¢enturias-old

monuments. Damage to these memorials in Zeeland ran high.

Whoever 1oo0ks up Zeeuws-Vlaanderen in a school

atlas, will have trouble finding a place in

the wWestern part that has not received some

damage to its monuments. [In] ;Sluis + - . the

unique town hall burned, the Reformed

church R destroyed. . . . In Aardenburg

the~"beautiful St. Bavo church was heavily

damaged, in Oostburg more than one church was

damaged, in Eede almost the whole of all the

monuments wete lost;ue e
In the eastern part of Zeeuws-Vlaanderen, on South Beveland,
on Schouwen Duivlanq and Walcheren, the story was the same.
Beautiful works taking thousands of hours of pain-staking

labour b‘y hundreds of craftsmen over the years were gone.

-y I A I R e - .
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They were either stolen by the Germans as was the case of
many old bells, destroyed by the Germans as was the case with
many church towers since they offered good observation posts
to the enemy, or gamaged by the Germans and Allies in their
fight for supremacy in this province, Some of it would be
rebuilt as was the case of the 'Lange Jan' in Middelburg
where today it again breaks through the city's skyline.

i
Others would remain only as memories of earlier times.

t

This survey of Zeeland has focused on the material

.damage inflicted on towns, villages and hamlets alike. But

the damages went even further than that. People were }brced
to kive in previously German-occupied underground bunkers
while watching the sea waves ruin their homes. Damages
forced men to live without conveniences and almost without
such necessities as drinking water. Damages forced people to
make decisions, to prioritize building and repairing schemes
which always let some owners feel as if they weré left out.
And damages forced those 1in charge of the provincé and

localities to make tules and regulations. Even though

_liberated, shadows of an earlier 1life wunder the Germans

flittered through the Zeeuws' mind.

-
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Q’V .
“II: WATER, WATER EVERYWHERE

Early 1944 saw a change of face occur in the
Netherlands. 1In 1940, in the face of danger, the Dutch had a
plan to inundatg certain areas of the country to impede or
ﬁtop the invasion of the Net%erlands by the Germans. In
1944, another invasion was to be stopped, and if not halted
than impeded. That year as well, the Germans had to be
evicted from the land. This time the main actors were the
Germans and the Allies, and the country foreign area to both
groups. While in 1940 the plan remained just that, a plaﬁ,
such was not the case four years %gter. OQut of necessity far
Germans and Allies alike, the plan became reality and Dutcg

|

i
soil once again returned to its former owner, Wwater--be iﬂ

|
!

salt or fresh. ‘ . ’

{
§
|

"Schouwen-Duiveland appeared until further along into

the occupation p eriod 'to be the least dangerous region of
, i

e
Zeeland. This changed in the early part of 1944, Suddenly

. the Germans saw Schouwen-Duiveland as an integral part of the

Atlantic Wall and at the same time as a weak link in this

defense."%3  Something needed to be done to bolster this

—7 77 Qebilitated area. That something was flooding.

@
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The Kraut for four and a half years has filled
the isiand with tools of war, it is poisoned
with barbed wire, Rommel asparages, landmines
and poles and men éan hardly t;ke a step
without running into these obstacles. . . .
Everywhere men 3ees the plague-rat coloured
German uniforms--hears their language and
roaring, an& feels their presence and hears

the noise of their artillery. How does man

become their master‘s?l‘[8

The only way that the soldiers could see of becoming the
Germans master was by making them immobile so that section by
section they could be conquered. Immobility was to be

achieved by the use of water and still more water.

The island of Walcheren, saucer-shaped and much of it
below sea-level, had been given the ‘'honour' by General
Simonds to be flooded. This was to be done by the Roval Air

Force which would breach 1ts dikes with 6,000 kg. bombs.

Between 17 September to 30 October, the R.A.F. .flew 2,219

on its s0il."?  While all these did damage to the island,

the ones that were dropped on the dikes ultimately caused the

sorties over the area which saw more than 10,000 bombs fall
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most devastation.

In the early afternoon of 3 October, 247 four engined
Lancaster bombers attacked Westkapelle from 6,000 feet.
Starting at 2 o'clock, they dropped "their bombs' at places
where the dyke was thickest and where, therefore, if a breach
could be made, the sea would burst in in the greatest volume
and with the greatest energy."50

As terrifying ﬁonsters, the R.A.F. machines

¢ircled around and repeatediy struck the heart

7 of the dike. This continued for two and a

half hours. In that time this refined

tecﬁnique dealt destruction to the -work of

many generations, the  fortune of many

thousands of people and the lives of countless

numbers of creatures. At 4:30 the last bomber

left, leaving behind a war scene of complete

ruination.51

700,000 kilos of bombs had fallen on the nine metre high dike
allowing the attack to be é success.?@ A 125 metre hole was
put into the dike here, allowing the water to stream in with

indomitable strength, thousands of cubic metres per minute.

"But yet the water streamed in too slowly."53 —

R e
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The flooding was hastened when further sorties flew.on
the 7th and 11tﬂ of October. On the 7th, 122 bombers
breached the dikes at Nolledijk and Ritthem, just east and
Wwest of Vlissingen respectively, Both holes were 300 metres
wide. The 11th of October saw a %00 metre hole inflicted in
the dike at Veere. To ensure that the stream of sea water
would quickly flood the 1island, bombs were again dropped at
Veere on the 14th and ﬁestkapelle on the 17th, By the 18th

Middelburg was encircled.

As the water started to rise in those first weeks of
October, the Germans tried to get the pituation into hand.
When there was only a hole in the Westkapelle dike, the
Germans wanted to cut off the waters from the rest of the
island by having an eme?gency dike constructed from
Zouteland, south and west of the breached dike, to Domburg,
north and west. The Germans of course, asked the civilians

to help. On October 5, posters went up in Middelburg asking

for volﬁnteers¢to ooy% forth and help. None apparently felt
motivated by the burg;meester‘s plea and thus the next day a
new poster emerged put out by Munzer stating that all males
over the age of fifteen needed to c¢ome out and help.5u This
asking for volunteers put the citizens in a dilemma. "Here

man stands before a coqflict of interest.’ If he lays dikes
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then he helps the Germans in keeping their bunkers and

ammunition dry; if man does not come out to help dig then the

people will suffer even more. . . .55 When man realized |

that” the emergency dike was to be ten- kilometres longxand
four metres high,56 and since there was not much to build the
dike with, men %tayed home. The Germans then started
roundups and arrests. People that had no certificate
§xcusing them from this work were picked up and takentto a
—punishment camp at Koudekerke557 One person was executed
which forced a few to come forward to work, but on the whole,
many did not answer the German's call.>8 During this time
"m§s£ of the men . . . [werel still staying inside.n>9
Through the opposition of the peop1e60 the German plans were
doomed to fail. "The annoying German measures, the arrests,
death sentences, in short the desperate obstinancy whereby

they attempted to hold Walcheren, gave the best evidence for
!

the military need" of inundating the island.®l

i —

o

Tgé water on Walcheren proved to be a hinderance to the
Germans. By the time the strife was over, Zeeland had 31.6%
of its agricultural lands wunder water, as compared to the
next highest province, Utrecht, with 22.9%, aﬁd the national

average of 9‘7$.62 Broken down into regions, the followihg
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hectares of 1land were flooded: Schouwen-bDuiveland--14,685

ha.; Tholen-St. Philipsland--10,908 ha.,; North Beveland--U0

‘ha.¥; South Beveland--3,383 “ha.¥; Walcherenw-‘%,SIM ha. ¥;

Zeeuws~VIaanderene-5,d§5 ha.+*¥. This made for a total of

47,877 hectares inundated by fresh and salt water.

—

The four majé% holes in the dikes allowed millions of
cubic metres of water onto the 1island which flooded i}most
16,000 hectares of Zeeland's rich farm soil. The flooding
eventually led to the defeat of the Germans in the Scheldt.
The Allies had indeed%conquered Walchawren but then had moved
on to conquer Ger#any. The war continued and while it "was

still in progress, there could be no question of closing the

gaps . "63

@+
As each town and village in Zeeland was becoming

liberated and eventually was freed, there were various tﬁings

A
done by Germans and Dutch alike to prepare_for this. 1In

Middelburg, the Germans were double~faced in the first few

e s i Bl s i e

* These are averages of available figures from sources
a--d1 listed in .footnote 62.
These are averages of total figures from socurces a
and ¢.
*Q These are averages of total figures from sources a
and b, .

Plain figures are from source a.
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Low level photo taken shortly after an R.A.F.
attack, shows the waters of the North Sea
pouring through the breached dike.

British (¢fficial Photo RvO #608069
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days of November. The§ gave ¢ away food and close to the
military hospital they were giving away grease (vet) to the
pit}'s inhabitants. At the same time; they drove c¢ars into
the water or smashed the cars apart as was done behind the
0ld people's home {(Oude Mannen en Vrouwen huis) .  German
Eoldiers also readied the city's bridges for an Allied attack
by wiring them with explo§ive5565 In Vlissingen, workers at
the boat construction firm "de ScheldeY could not freely walk
around the grounds since the Germans had freely planted mines
all around in preparation for ghe Allies' wvisit. _1In the
portts harbour they sank eigh;een ships blocking the in-route
very we11.66 Oncg the destruction was finished the Germans
either sat and waited for the attacker or if at all possible,

left.

Those soldiers that could, retreated and were joined-in
large part by many k.S,B. members. As eafly as the Uth of
September, Germans Hand N.S.B.'ers retreated across the
Scheldt from Zeeuws~-§Ila:au‘nde»re*m,.6'F In Westkapelle, the mayor
and an N.S.B.'er lefg in that month as well.®3 N.5.B.vers in
Middelburg waited wuntil two 'weeks before the city was
liberated before theg‘ too left.®9  Germans and N.S.B.'ers
alike 1left on foot Ppr took cars with chauffeurs. Many

confiscated horses and wagons that were needed to bring in

FE — - e




the harvest or to carry furniture from out of the flooded
houses. Others were even brash enough to take bikes away

from evacuees even if it was loaded down with goodsa70

As the Allies came closer to the point of liberation,
the Dutch tried to establish contact with them as soon as was
possible, to aid them in their task of capturing Germans.
Some Dutchmen, with the interests of their c¢ity at heart,
asked the Allies té stop their shelling of their city since
the Germans there were willing to give up. Such was the case
in Middelburé. ~ Those in the underground p;sséd out their
;ifleé and their arm»ban@s Wwith the word 'Orange' on them for
identification purposes, waiting for ;he Allies to enter so
that they could perform their duties.

- »
Once the town .was freed of the German yoke of

oppression, the underground quickly wént on an N.3.B. search.
Members of this ‘'wrong' party were quickly locked up. In
Goes, N.S.B.'ers were locked up in the exchange building
(Beursgebouw). Here the work of apprehending them had been
facilitated by the making up of anlist of these undesirables
before liberation.'! Mayors that had been sympathetic to the
Germans were put out of offgcé if they had not already left

and were replaced with temporary stand-ins until the election

[ I - - -~
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process was again funectioning. Others fhat needed to be
takén were the 'moffen-meisjes', ladies who went around with
the Germans. Most of them were paraded in;public and had
their hair shorn. In Westkapelle ghe drama took place on a
farmer's wagon so that all could see ‘the spectacle.’?
Lastly, hidden rifles and ammunition, and those soldiers that
had donned c¢ivilian clothing had to be found by thé members

of the underground;

Once the individual villages and' towns, and finally the

province were freed, people could look about them and see

i
!
i
i

rubble and water. The Dutch authorities as well as those' in

command of the army and its offshoot branches -such 2as the
Civil Affairs Department, quickly surmised that this was no
place for man to live. And thus c¢ame -the command to
evacuate.’3 That word alone brought fear into people's
hearts. Evacuate? After being oppresséd for almost five
years, after living fhrough a hellish battle for the last few
months, evacuate? We have not even had time to cry. One
Zeeuws lady from Westkapélle, after she had beenbevacuated,
penned her feelings into poem form:
The warhdestroyedrg parent's home and it is a

bitter taste, the thought of having uno

home. . . . But worse, far worse than water

4
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‘o
and rubble is missing Walcheren's beaches and
its dikes. Far worse than what terrible thing
‘there can ever be, is going to a strange place
and being a stranger. . . . How badly I want
to help stop the woe. . . . But 1 «annot
return, it chokes my throat. . . .7%
She could not return for the authorities had seen that it
would be better for the mass of people to move to other areas
that were not under water or totally ruined. There they
would not meet the same problems or at least not to the same
degree, as those who stayed in the inumndated and demalished

areas.

of a total population of 27, 000 in west
Zeeuws-Vlaandereﬁ, 10,000 people had been evacuated to
Belgium. Much opposition arose to these evacuation and ‘shis
resulted in allowing the remaining inha%itants to stay,Tg
Almost all of the 7,000 residents of SchJUwen-Duiveland had
left their flooded island for other parts of Zeeland and
Brabant. In Walcheren, it was not until after the liberation
of Middelburg that an over all evacuation plan was formulated
and carried out., Since evacuations throughout the province

were carried out under mostly the same conditions (the degree

of these conditions varied), it would be best to focus on
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just one part of Zeeland to see the terrible Etolls they

exacted from the Zeeuws,

The evacuation of Walcheren was to be vcarriedy out
t‘hrough the aid of the army, the Netherlands authnrities
(Militair 'Gezag, her:e_aaf"tét‘ M.G.), and the Civil "Affairs
Department. After a preliminary tour of the island, it was
deemed necessary to evacuatek’m,OOO persons. Althowgh 1t
appeared as if the evacuees would be better off once off the

island, the troubles they encountered in the evacuation

process made many Zeeuws wonder.

By the 20th of WNovember the evacuations started. From
all over the island people were brought to its central point,
the city of Middelburg. A school was set up as a receiving
centre fdr all evacuees in the capital and the following
organizaffions were all partly reponsible for getting them
there, r;zeeting their needs there, or helping them to leave
the centre,

The 609 C.A, Detachment was responsible for

supplying water; the Royal Dutch "Princess

Irene' Brigade for the motor fransport. . . .

The Central\kitchen in  Middelburg was

responsible for the food. The ‘“Medical
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Welfaée Unit™ mne. 5, Wwhich consisted of
Dutchmen and was under the command of the M.G.
retrieved evacuees. and brought them to

Middelburg.? -

>

"In charge of the evacuation of civilians from this island is

a small group of ﬁetherlands Civil Affairs workers .

[unde™| Maj Bokhorst . . . and together with his small aroup
of co-wokkers Hhe has assisted in getting thousands of
Walcheren reside@ts away. . . .'T  From the capital city the

evacuees were then transported to  South Beveland or

Zeeuws-Vlaanderen, with North quelqnd bging a4 reserve

depota78

" The First place to be evacuated was Ritthem, a village
totally under water. Here two-thirds of the population (164)
were taken by 'seagull', a collapsible boat, to Oost-Souburg,
driven by jeep to Middelburg, and then taken to the mainland.
The same modes of'transportation were used to evacuate 374
persons from Meliskerke. Others, evacuated from 20 November

until the middle of January 1946 were: Gripskerke-333

persons; Biggekerke-298; VrouwenpoldéraHTS;-Oostkapelle

L Y
-1,087; Serooskerke«1,000; Domburg-539; Koudekerke-73u;
Aagtekerke-82 making for a total of 7,000, The other 2,000

were evacuated from Middelberg via land.’9
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These evacuations were hard on the Zeeuws and on army
personnel alike.80 Travel was tiring, at times taking many
hours if not days due to the round-about routes one had to
take in order to ensure one's safety.d!

When one had to evacuate the population [ from

St. VLaurens] before the rising flood, to -

Middelburg, distant only some 2 milés, one

had . to transport the inhabitants first

in YDukws™ to Serooskerke, 3 miles in the

opposite direction, then to convey them, in

horse carts thr“ough the rising water reaching

over the)wheels, to Vrouwenpolder in the North

of the island, where 3sea-going "Buffaloes"

took them across‘the Northern gap in the d:,lke,

by sea, to Veere, where they first landed, to

reach by ground the Veere-Middelburg canal,

along which they could then reach, by safe

water, Middelburg.82
These routes were fraught with danger. The current near the
breaches in the dikes was very strong and one time, five
Dukws (amphibicus trucks) with 100 people onboard, were

/

almost” forced out to sea.’33 The utmost care was taken in

plotting routes around known mine-fields but the tide's ebd

-
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and flow moved miney about causing some casualties when Dukws
- ! f‘ . %
or Terrapins struck’ fhem.
Evacuees were limited in what they could take with them.
Convoys of boats like jthOSe that were used to evacuate

Ritthem, consisted of a motor boat, two lifeboats, and fwo

collapsible boats on which the baggage was stored. On these

last two, man could put only what they could carry and, of
that, the following needed to be 1included: "peribonsbewijs,
distribution papers, knife, qpoon; fork, cup and plate, two
meals, also: warm clothes, blankets, empty mattress Qr
covering."su These rules were later altered to all%w
evacuees to also take butchered meat, kitchen ﬁfensils, whe;@

and f’uel‘85 ' . ‘

!
P

The potential for baggage problems was great. Boat%
could capsize or hit a mine causing the loss of personal&
belongings. Those who dwelled in the northeran part ofk
Walcheren were allowed to take more baggage than those in the
south88 for baggage was more easily obtained in the south‘and1
would be forwarded to its owners in South Beveland. Owners |

had to get their baggage ready and address it so that it |

could be picked up and sent to them later on. The Vrije‘

1
Zeeuw highlighted such problems as address labels coming off |

L] |
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resulting in the delay of sending or the loss of baggage, or
of workers being non-chalant 1in sending it on to its
owners. 87

Evacuation is a thankless task, énd the Zeeuws mads it a
difficult one for their evacuators. "Most farhers and
burghers [sic? shook their heads vwhen Allied amphibious ducks
chugged up to take them away. At Domburg only ohe Dutchman
was willing to go. It was the same in Oostkapelle,
Westkapelle, Veere and all other .dikeside communities.n??
The Zeeuws were not pleased about leaving their plots and
wanted to stay and make repairs to their damaged towns and
farms. This feeling of waﬁting toe stay was further
intensified by the Zeeuws' religious beliefs which led ﬁgny
to conclude that it was God's will that this had happened and
ultimately it was God's will that they should stay and endure
the hardships inflicted upon them by the flooding.B9  This
made their removal difficult, and the task of evacuating them
one where there was "no\ltanks; [one where there wasl . . .

much exaggeration and alot of complaining*"go

The task was also one of hard work and brought many
difficulties, especially for the police when people refused

to go. In Vlissingen, four families had to be forcably
I
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removed by the "strong arm of the law", The heads of these
families were iocked up overnight and the families given that
night to pack their belongings. The next morning all were
sent, under police guard, to an evacuation centre. Far the
police, their image became tainted as they had to throw out
one of their own. Tt also hurt them to do this job and the
author of an article in the VLije Zeeuw reminded people that
a six year prison sentence could be in store for those who
did not leave. The author then exhorted the paper's }eaders

to obey the orders for thereby one serves one's countryig1

Considering the Zeeuws' vreligious character, their
unwillingness to leave their livestock or their fore-~father's
land, and their desire to nurse by their presence or to fix

\Qtzfﬁére possible their homes and barns, their reluctance to
leave is understandable. It was further increased by the
fear of theft. Theft was occuring in the flooded areas and
the author of the article "Waterpolitie™ felt that over and
above the efforts of the police, army personnel, and M.G., a
new police force should be created to control possible
stealing. The article went so far as to suggest that these

.. police be given speed boats and guns and should even shoot to

injure, just to protect property.92
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to their village. This was an attempt to alleviate
'home-gsickness®' and to allow people to hang on to
commonalities in a strange aféa. The Salvation Army also
offered a valuable service to make people feel welcome and to

give them a sense of belonging to the area. 1In Goes, at the

| . Salvation Army hall, a night was arranged to allow evacuees

| to meet and talk with each other. Residents of the town were
\ encouraged to help out with music, sgng and stories to make
j the evening a success. It was hoped that these gatherings
—_ would be bright spots in dark times for the evacuees (Mogen

het voor hen licht punten zijn in een donkeren éijd&.gg

Thére were those that were required to stay on Walcheren
due to their occupations and tﬁe services they could thereby
! render., Others managed to 38lip back to the island after
having been evacuated. Still others had managed to escape

evacuation all together. All encountered or were affected by

destruction on the island, most of this coming about as a

direct consequence of the flooding.
’ f

The water and the dead unburied corpses were the

Once evacuated to South Beveland, groups of evacuees who -

had not found a place to stay were grouped together according.

sickness and shortages, hardships and dangers, and further -
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greatest pote&tial carriers for disease, while other possible
sources for various maladies camé from broken sewage lines
a;d unsanitary, c¢rowded 1living conditions. In c¢rowded
Middelburg, there were over 200 cases of scables and more
than 230 of tuberculosis.?" This latter disease was found in
almost every town and village on the island. Other diseases
_Eggweiéﬁfréé;e diptheria and typhbid. Thedugh the efforts of
the Negherland's Red Cross and the (Quaker) Friends Relief
Servicé, campaigns were mounted to prevent outbreaks of the

~ two - afore-mentioned diseases as well as pediculosis and

paratyphoid.95 ?

While those that contracted the above diseases were

giwen special and immediate attention, there were still

others that needed to be c¢ared for. There were the

;‘&\diabetics, the arthritic, the aged, and the pregﬁant who
needed special attention but who did not always get it due to
the shortage of nurses, of hospital beds or of medicine and

medical equipment.

Hospital problems were further intensified by the
shortages that plagued many Zeeuws, although special
attention was always given to the hospitals. Due to the lack

of coal, the provincial electrical company rationed the use

of electricity. Zeeuws c¢ould not use lights from an hour -
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after sunrise to an hour before sunset. During the evenings
when they could be used, one could not use more than two
bulbs, or a total of 100 watts.%® Those that did not have
any lighting available to them through such means as gas;
wind-power or electricity, were then alloted one litre of
petroleum which was made available td the head of each such
family.97 Special allowances for water rations were made to
hospitals and bakeries. For other institﬁtions and for the
general public, drinking water was available in limited

quantities.

The land in Zeeland, both below and above water, made

travelling difficult for the province's inhabitants. On
Walcheren, poats and amphibious vehicles provided the only
means of travel. Yet these were hard to come by, hard to
manage, and very slow. They could also gebd stuck in bomb
craters or in‘fences and both had to chance hit ‘ng a mine or
bboby trap. Travel was further complicated by a lack of
direction due to the expanse of water all around,
obliterating landmarés: In other parts of Zeeland, the 1lack
of horses, cars and trucks, all confiscated or damaged by the

Germans, impeded travel and repair work.

Movement on dry land throughout Zeeland was complicated
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by the many mine fields which were existent here. In the
whole country,_gggme wefe over 5,400 minefields coniaining
between three and four million mines, many of them in the
southern part of the country. Throughout the Netherlands,
three persons per day met with an accident due to thelir

existence.98

The task of clearing up bombs and mines fell to the
British army authorities, specifically the Royal Engineers
and special Enemy Ammunitions Control Units. These teams
trained the locals in the art of removing mines and by the
23rd of November, three mine-removal gangs had been formed on
Walcheren. Members in these gangs were paid f3. per day for
their work if single, and f5. if married. Removal work was
first carried out be the dock yards in Vlissingen, around
waterfronts and near railway lines. Discontment with wages,
clothing, shoes and insurance caused these gangs to go on
strike and they were ultimately disbanded.%9 These men were
replaced by other volunteer workers and by German prisoners

of war.100

In west Zeeuws-Vlaanderen, 29,137 mines were
cleared by a group of seventy-five persons --volunteers,

residents and political delinquents alike.'97

The task of <cleaning up minefields was a slow,
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difficult, and extremely dangerous one. Some minefields in

=*—the~pr6?iﬁgé/were still uncharted but more dramatic than this
was the fact that mines, whether in charted or uncharted
minefields, could not always be detected. Located in sand or
soil at depths of one metre or deeper, the mine was, mot
likely to blow. Areas that were deemed safe could quickly
prove fatal, due to the shifting sands, and the moving around
‘pf/iéﬁdmines and the removal of 3511 by water currents. 192
Sloy}y but surely, ﬁowever, areas around railways and near
cable lines were cleared. Repairs could then be made
allowing &oal, gas, water and electricifykto be made availabe

to the Zeeuws in greater quantities.

The Zeeuws throughout the whole province but more so for

those on Walcheren, were forced to live in conditions that

were crowded and very uncomfortable. In Walcheren and

Zeeuws-Vlaanderen, due to the damage to their own houses,
people were forced to fodge
| in the econcrete underground dug-outs and

shelters, built by the Germans. . . . One can

imagine how unhealthy such 1living can bé, day

and night, in the small recesses of these icy,

and humid underground shelters, which are very

badly aerated and receive light only through
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their narrow doors, and c¢annot be heated.m3
Those that did not live in the c¢ocastal regions had to stay in
houses that were eitﬁ;r partially covered in water the whole
day or were covered four times a day byrthe tide. In these
homes, the Zeeuws were forced to live ifA the upper floors and

attics, often crowded with people, possessions and even

104

animals. » It was in these houses that the women had to

make their way to their slimy and wet kitchens to prepare a
meal, and this some did while standing hip deep in water.195
Just as the Germans had been cut off from each other by the

water, so now were the Zeeuws. 106

Salt water inflicted the worst toll on Zseland. The
.water ate at the bricks and mortar o} buildings ruining their
foundation. It indiscriminately annihilated Zéeland's
natural flora and fauna and brought its own life-forms to the

107 The sea water as well,

regions that were under water.
sterilized éﬁd poisoned the 3011,108 and on Walcheren, with
each tide, it scoured the earth, carrying soil more precious
than gold out to sea thereby creating large tear wounds near
the breaks in the dikes. Soon the breaches assumed
formidable proportions and the floodings became worse. Three

islands and parts of the mainland were- now underwater. The

water_ had to be removed and soon if Zeeland was to stay the

e T T g e e e e E§ U O O
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"bread-basket" of the country in the post-war years.

The war, it seemed, had brought to Zeeland all of its

bagggge”, which, when opened, was like Pandora's box --all

sorts of painful and destmq:tive things were 3 result.

Hatred was almed at the German and was felt as well by Duteh
N.S.B. members and those who had not taken an acltive part 1in
the resistance movement against their Aryan oppressors. It
became visible in the acts of shaving off German girlfriends?
hair, 1n the pummelling of captured German soldlers as they
were led away. Heartache was always present as loved 05&,

those sacrificed-in the cause of war, had to be mourned for.

It was magnified as the death toll became even greater when .

buried mines, booby-trapped bunkers, weapons ('toys’ found by
children}, and pilotless rockets all exacted a 1life from
those who had the misfortune of coming in contact with them.
1t rested heavily on one's chest as one looked around at the

rubble and water, and water and rubble.

Spring, unceasingly, brings newness to life. The winter
and early spring feeling of unrest gave way to a mood of
happiness throughout the Netherlands as the capitulation day
dawned. & May 1945.- V.E. day in Europet! The fighting

officlally «ceased and socon now the fighting forces would

LN
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return to their homelands. Some troops would stay behind and
aid the Dutch 'to thelr feet'. In Zeeland, this process haid
been occuring since November 194l4, But now, with the war
over and the huge un-needed supply of war materials partially
available, as well as the aid ofgvarious groups, the Zeeuws
could truly rebuild. Now would come the task of ‘'emergo'--
emerging from the flooded polders and the inundatéd land.
The German yoke of oppression was traded in and the new yoke
of\physical labour was shouldered by the Zeeuws. Now, all
efforts would go, first of all, into the task of making

leeland dry again.,

III: Closing the Gaps

"The wvery war which had brought this disaster wupon
Walcheren also provided the means of remedying it."'09 By
flooding this island; the Allies had taken away the
Walcherener's 1life; with the Germans defeated, they could now
give it back again. ® They could make trucks available to
carry the required materials necessary for the closing of the
dikes. The Allies could procure the dredges and suction
pumps, the boats and caissons, and other left«over ‘;ar
materials, to help the Walcherener's cause ‘ These materials,

used in conjunction with goods and aid from man ﬁatianal and

t
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international organizations would allow Walcheren to become

&
sdry' much quic¢Kker than had been anticipated.

The Zeeuws had not been idle after November 194u4; they

had not sat around waiting for aid. Materials could not =

come yeb but they could ensure that they would come as soon
as was possibleﬁ Arrangements were made with the Belgian
government for a sizeable credit so that the Netherlands
could later pay back the ‘cost of thousands of tons of stone
it would receive from this country, stone which would be
thrown into the breaches. Rijshout (brushwood) was ordered
from Brabant, necessary 1in the Nconstr‘uotion of the large
willow mats that covered the sea-floor and prevented the
current from sco; ing the sea-bottom. Dredging equipment was
ordered from the Belgians and the English, and from the
Americans the Iﬁutch ordered 200 pumps g'capable of spewing
3,500,000 gallons of water a minute into the sea or into

, v
drainage canals." 110 apgd still the Zeeuws did more. Between

. ——

their liberation and ;r,hat of their counpry, they had gone on
the defensive against the sea, trying to prevei it from
taking more of the dikes and the soil. Maﬁ and boy alike
strengthened dikes where they could, piling rubble here and
pounding support stakes into the dikes there. Most had to

walk a fair distance to work, working in all sorts of weather

e



conditions and in attire not suitable for dike‘fepair.111

As time went on and aid increased,112 the Zeeuws could
start closing Walcheren's four gaps which had, over time,
increased in size and the current streaming through thm had
done much damage to the ,ianda By early May 1945, the
breaches were the following sizes: Nolledyke --350 m.: Veere
--975 m.; Westkapelle --600 m.; Rammekens -=750 m. '3 These
enormous gaps in the dikes allowed great quantities of water
to enter and exit with each high and low tide. For a single
spring-tide,- 5,000 million gallons entered through the
Nolledyke breach at 'high tide, and 2,200 million gallqns
streamed out every low tide. For Veere, 3,000 million
gallons came in and 6,000 went out. At Westkapelle, 600
million gallons entered and 400 million gallons left through
the breach. At the fourth gap, Rammekens, 5,500 mi}lioa
'gallons both flowed in and out at high and low tides. '} w1y

the neighbourhood of the dykebursts creeks were formed by the

- streaming water, sometimes B0 feet deep and hundreds of yards

wide" destroying, seriously damaging, or carrying away farms, -

roads, and 3011,115

Once the war was over, full attention was given to the

closing of these gaps. By June 1945, "the powerful dredging
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fleet belonging to the Association of Contractors . ..

sailed out to the southwest to 3ave the 1sland of

Walcheren. . . . Soon there were no fewer than 312 units of

4, . floating equipment at work™ on the dikes, from tugboats to

1 draglines, from floating cranes to landing ecraft.'!® Tha
Zeeuws had the desire to see their land dry asain. This
desire,‘gided by these various pieces of equipment, would in

a year of hard-struggling, bear fruit, 117

| I cannot tell you the story of the

closing of each of them, but in a few words

| : let me tell‘you how the gap in the Nolledijk

ﬂ [the first work started], Northwest  of
Flushing, was closed.

| . 20th July : gap still 160 yards. wide, ‘
\ 27th July : gap again 180 yards. wide,
i 9th August: gap still 150 yards. wide,
} 10th Augusi: gap again 190 yards. wide,
! 21st August: gap still 50 yards. wide,
22nd August: gap still 30 yards. wide
(morning),
| 22nd August: gap again 70 yards. wide
(evening), -
} 2nd Sept. : Nolledijk closed,
; 25th Sept. : Nolledijk collapses again, ,
2nd Oct. : Nolledijk closed again. '3

~Can you imagine what is hidden behind this
summing wup in the form of battle and

endurance? May I put it thus: sweat and

i
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118
tegrs. P

The other dikes were being rebuilt at the same time.

Through a new practice of wusing filler-materials in the

dikes, the Zeeuws were winning the battle. Using 'heetle'® - g

and ‘'Phoenix' caissons, remnants of the Mulberry harbours,
the dikes were szlowly closed. 19 The magnitude of operations
can be seen in the:materials used to close‘the Rammekens gap.
Twenty-seven 'beetles®', two concrete ships, one steel ship,
two intermediate pontoons, and two 'Phoenix*® caissons were
the elements that were sunk in this gap. To aid in these
sinkings and with the sinking of stone and mats there were:
three transit c¢ranes, six sandpump dredgers, forty-two
elevator barges, two over-gurning barges, two Landing Craft
Tanks,’fourteen bottom-dump_barges, thirty-three flush-decked
barges, and thirty-six tugboats. Helping out on land were
two bulldozers, twenty dumping carts Qith locomotives, many
trucks, and the around-the-clock bard work of countless

numbers of dedicated men.120

s

October, the month of bombings in 1944, became the month
of jubilation in 1945 as the breaches in the dikes were
closed. Nolledyke was permanently closed on 2 October, the

gap at Westkapelle on the 12th, and the breach at Veere on
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the 23rd4.121. ,The  struggle for Walcheren was over.
Walcheren, the island flooded for Europe's liberation, now
emerged out of the water as the mighty lion on the provincial
crest shows. The province had struggled and by 1946 had
emerged from its life-long enemy, the s'ea, Now would come
the time of rebuilding, of arighting the heavy and horrible

damage meted out on the Zeeuws by the Allies and Germans

alike, in World War 11I.

=




Chapter Five-~Conclusion: "Worsteling" and Coming Up
J
The Zeeuws_ Ead ‘paid a terrible price for their, and
indirectly ,Eﬁrgpe's, freedom; yet their spirits never
faltered. They went about their business of - reconstruction

with unfaltering steps, even though there was an acute

25

shortage of everything; building materials, t%uckg, tools,
work clothing. & shopping list of required material% for thg
province listed such needs as 166 tons of cement, 35,200 kg
of nails, 83,200m2 of window-glass, 41,600 kg of putty and
1,716,000 bricks to help the rebuilding pr0cess.1 Rust,
Germans soldiers, and rats héd damaged tools and vehicles and
yet the Zeeuws kept forging ahead, their mighty work evident

in the amazing way the dikes were quickly closed.?

It seeﬁed ags 1if this spirit of struggling and emerging
affected things around them, for the year af?er Walcheren was
dry, sﬂe already reaped a meagre crop. The many authors that
wrote of the events in those October-November 1944 days all
believed tbgt the province's land would take years to
recuperéte from the effects of the salt water. Why, it had
taken five years for the so0il in South Beveland t¢ become fit
for cultivation after a 1906 flood.3 And yet in 1946, 10,070
ha of Waighereﬁ's land was sown with énd grew barley, oats,

13§
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wheat, fodder beets, alfélfa, red clover and other hardy,
Salt-resiliant crops.& The 1list of items the Zeeuws put to
use to repair their homes and farms further spoke of willing

hands.

The Zeeuws were faced with shortages. "The greatest
handicap to the Dutch farmer is the shortage of machinery for
s0il cultivation", all of these being taken to Germany .or

else they were so dilapidated that they were of no use.?

.Tools, fertilizers, horses, all were scarce, but with the

éssistanee the Zeeuws received from the Allies, they overcame
circumstances and went on to conquer them. "Just now, the
ailing symptoms of Dutch agriculture are like those of a
wounded man who still bleeds from many wounds, but who,
thanks to his strong constitution, has every chance to
recover, provided he is assisted by physicians interested in
his case who are able to furnish the necessary medicines."6

The Zeeuws' recovery owed much to the Allied ‘'physicians'.

On the surface, war brought nothing good to Zeeland.
Yet if one looks into this dark time, one can see p1npoints
of light, moments where people worked together, where 30y and
happines; were evident and willingly given away. It was good

to see divers who had hidden for years, surface again. It
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was wonderful to hear the conquering Scots give a free
eonéert or to receive mail again thanks to the efforts of the
Red Cross. These times were what helped the peoble through
the war. They bonded the Zeeuws together, making them one in
resistance and now helped to keep them as opne in the repair

work. Unknowingly, this bond would aid them again in the

" not-so-distant future.

The night of January 3t1-February j, 1953, was an aweso%e
one in Dutéh history. On this nigﬁt, nature's forces of
gravity, 1§nar pull, wind and watar all worked together to
create one of the Netherland's worst floods. The 120 km’/h
winds and the 12 m high waves combined to flood over 200,000
ha of land affecting 750,741 inhabitants.! Over 8,100 houses
were totally destroyed, 38,000 more were heavily damaged, and
death came to 50,000 sheep ang cattle.8 When the ioll was
taken, 1,800 people, of whom 633 were never found, had

perished.?

Again the Zeeuws had to struggle and emerge. This time,
however, they were bonded together. This time they knew how
to fTix the dikes for they had the knowledge, gleaned“from
sevenIyears earlier. ., Under the campaign slogan, "Opeg your

wallet--cipse a dike™ money streamed in to help make repairs.
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‘The Zeeuws would again for the next few years, be busy

rebuilding. ) .

In the history of the Zeeuws, ﬁhe war can be looked at

as one of the many struggles they had agalnst the sea. 3ut

it was more than that, for it affect ed them in a much deeper
way. A flood hits and goes, leaﬁlng behind proof of its

force that one can hopefully clean up.} The f{loods of 1944

}
left an unsiggtly mess on the kandSCape but they were
\unde# the Germans, four

precluded- by four -years of livingi
years of 'living in a cége with yéur keepér wazéhing gvery
move.' The Zeeuws struggled in tﬁose May days of 1980 as
they did again—in 1944 and again ig 1953. Each timé their
spirit of unity was reborn, each tlme they struggled and came
forth. - We can, by looking at them 1n each of these times,
take heart and obtain courage. Their location inevitably
means that their struggle will go on forever. "Struggle and
Emerge", these words emblazoned on Zeeland s prov1n01al crest
were not an emply Slogan but rather were a concise

description of what it was like to be‘a resident of Zeeland

in the time of the Second World War. E _




- 141

Appendix 1
Twenty~First Army Group General Sir Bernard L. Montgomery
+  Commander-in-~Chief
— ]
First Canadian Army . General H.D.G. Crerar
|
18t Canadian Corps Lt. -Gen.-C., Foulkes !
4 49th British Infantry Division
Sth Canadian Armoured Division
2nd Canadiéh Corps Lt, -Gen. G.G. Simonds -

Polish Armoured Division -
4 2nd Canadian Infantry Division ’

3rd Canadian Infantry Division

4th Canadian Armoured Division

Appendix 1 (b) .

2nd Infantry Division:
The Toronto Scottish Regiment (M.G.)

4th Infantry Brigade

The Royal Regiment of Canada
The Royal Hamilton Light Infantry
The Essex Scottish Regiment

5th Infantry Brigade: . _
The Black Watch (Royal Highland Regiment) of Canada

Le Regiment de Maisonneuve
The Calgary Highlanders
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6th Infantry Brigade:

Les Fusiliers Mont-Royal
. The Queen's Own Cameron Highlanders of Canada
The South Saskatchewan Regiment

ird Infantry Division:

The Cameron Highlanders of Ottawa (M.G.

7th Infantry Bri g‘ade:‘

The Royal Winnipeg Rifles
The Regina Rifle Regiment
ist Battalion, The Canadian Scottish Regiment

8th Infantry Brigade:

The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada
Le Regiment de la Chaudiere
The North Shore (New Brunswick) Regtmont s

gth Infantry Brigade:

 The Highland Light Infantry of Canada
' The Stormond, Dundas and Glengarry Highlanders
The North Nova Scotia Highlanders

Uth Armoured Division:

10th Infantry Brigade:

10th Independent Machine Gun Compgny

(The New Brunswick Rangers)

The Lincoln and Welland Regiment

The Algonquin Regiment

The Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders of Canada
(Princess Louise's) .

The Lake Superior Regiment (Motor)
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Appendix 2
E"': vaners van de
n ¢e Kicnding van
efe ELE"L’EGP da Schielde

{TA[;E"’(:‘ }’}gﬂl VEE @

l*ia.-fcw.xu:*m gd deor het Elcofde

kwariter van don Gpperieovels

Eebber vz ket Gezllicerdo
Expediticteger.

tt
t

1) Het 13 zeer waarschijmblk. dat de vijandelijke troepen cn
yostailst-es op uwe ellanden binncnkort gzt ¢on bevig en langdarig
~  hxbtbombardement zulicn blootstsan.

2} Her Js de suripsic wensch van het geslifcerde oppercoros
mando dac de burgerhevolhing sl worden gespazrd voor d:
gevoigen vam dere Roodzahclake militalre acue voorzoover dit
eenigszhs mogelijk 1al mijn

3) Niet alizen een lucbhibombirdement maar het gevaar van
overstrooming bedieigt eveneers v Jeven eo dat van uwce (amilica,

4} Verlaar de <llanden of indicn dat niet thogedtik Is, verbulst
Jdza ONMIDDELLIIK met uwe fumilics naar een veilige pleaws op

s de eilangden.

Alie milivaire doclen — wegen, hanalen, rensportlijnen, kracht-
statlons, spnorwegemplzccmcmcn of loadsen, opslsgplaamsen en
depows, vijandelijke conceiirsties van allerlel soorica djn de
meddelpunisn van gevakrzones @ xaat ONMIDDELLUK ult de
nabijheid daarvan, ‘

5) Reist witstuitend te voet en ocemu nicts met U wee, dat U
pret gesmakkelifk kunt dragen. Houdt U verwifderd van de
proote  verkeerswegen en begeess U wiwloitend door velden.
Relst pict n groote groepen, welkc ten onrechie kunnen wordag
adngezien voor vijandelljihe formatics. Houdt U verwijderd vz
latgliggend grondgebied en van mulitsire doclen totdat de vijand
vap uwe cilanden Is werdreven.

Pamphlets dropped from Allied planes. "To the inhabitants of
the Islands in the Mouth of the River Scheldt. WARNING,
Distributed by the Headquarters of the Supreme Commander of
Allied Forces. . . . enemy troops and installations on your
islands will shortly be exposed to a heavy and long air
bombardment., . . . Leave the islands or « « s+ mOve
immediately . . . to a safe place. . " .
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Appendix 3

BIJ DEN STRIJD OM DE OPENSTELLING
VAN DE SCHELDEMONDING WERDEN

40.000 CENADEEZEN
' GEDOOD, GEWOND OF GEVANGEN
1 | GENOMEN

WAT DEEDT GIJ
VOOR UW EIGEN VADERLAND?

(OVERGENOMEN UIT DECEMBER-NUMMER VAN ,,TROUW")

This ‘reminder' was taken from a clandestine newspaper and
printed as a pamphlet (illegal) to encourage Dutchmen to do
something themselves for their country, 1t reads, "During
the battle to open the mouth of the Scheldt, 40,000 Canadians
were killed, wounded or taken prisoner. What did you do for
your country?"

Rv0 Box 20 N6.27
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Indien hev vereischiie tomal porsane s w
meldt zal van de /ii vande Pratiachie beocer
tot d\%'zmg't‘n;l;it!‘i::czcn werden evereo aan,

Goes, 19 September 1044,

A notice from the mayor of Goes, acting on the Germans
behalf, encouraging 200 persons to show up at the train
station with spades in hand. They would be transported to
and from the city during the early morning and late evening
dark hours and would work on repairing the electric cables
and the water line which were damaged Should enough people
not show up the Germans would ‘administer the required
punishments.
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BRK Archives of the Beauftragte des Reichskommissars in
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RG24  Record Group 28, National Defence 1870-1974,
Public Archives of Canada (PAC)

RvO . Rijksinstituut voor Oorlogsdocumentatie, Amsterdam

SCML Special Collection, Middelburg Library.

WD War Diaries: .
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13. G.B.N.I.D., Netherlands, pp. 91, 95.

4. See Instituut Voor Sociaal Onderzoek Van Het

Nederlandse Volk, and The Committee on Disaster Studies of .
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20. wit has been calculated that, even ignoring the
reconstruction made in 1945, the Westkapelle dyke hnas rost
since the fifteenth century the equivalent of its weight in
golid silver." Wagret, Polderlands, p. 182.
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writes, "Very sudden and rapid inundation destroyed much
bedding and clothing. Need of . . . work shoes and rubber
boots for the dyke workers who go daily to Westkapelle (4
miles) to repair the dyke." 1Ibid.

112, The Swiss sent wooden barracks to Walcheren to house
the 3,000 dike workers on the island.

113.

den boolaard, Walcheren Komt Boven Water, p. 18.
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114, Rijksdienst voor Landbouwherstel ”Dutch Survey for

Agricultural Restoration," 2. _ .
5. 1pi4.
116, Van Veen, Dredge, Draian, Reclaim, p. 134.

117. The Zeeuws had a saying, "Waar een wil is, is een
dijk" (Where there is a will, there is a dike).

118. +J. W, Rengelink, The Reconstruction of‘the

Netherlands, ¢trans. R. Springett (Heemsteede, Holland:
1947), p. 15. h

119. Caissons were reinforced concrete boxes which would

 be sunk on the brushwoed mats in the gaps. They would be

able to withstand the current's force much better than stone,
clay, or sand, especially as the gaps became smaller and
smaller. The largest caissons weighed 3,000 tons and were
200 feet long. See Lingsma, Holland and the Delta Plan, pp.
40-48, for a discussion on how these are made and used.

120.

Van Veen, Dredge, Drain, Reclaim, pp. 1U48-149.

121. gen Doolard, Walcheren Komt Boven Water, p. 57. See

this work and Zeeland in Bewogen Dagen, 5 vols. (Middelburg,
Zeeland: 3.C. and W. Alto #%er, ii§ﬂ5 19461), vol. 4., De

Droogmaking van Walcheren, by W. Metzelaar, for specific

accounts of thée closing of each of the four gaps. Both have
maps and sketches as well. The gap at Rammekens was closed
in ~ February 1946. The Vlissingen-Veere canal though
prevented the water from affecting the major portion of
Walcheren that was being pumped dry.

Chapter Five

1. J. Heyn, Water over Walcheren. - Beelden van Léven

en lijden op verdronken land (Middelburg, Zeeland: N Brand,

1945), p. 62.

2. The rats plagued man's food supply and gnawed on
everything in sight. One gets a sick feeling in oneé's
stomach after reading this next quote and envisioning this

‘wave of rats descending into town. "Report by police that

rats have been seen coming over Singel Dyke towards town
{¥lissingen]. There is no rat poison available. . . .™ W D
612 C. A. Detachment, 26 March 1945,

3
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3. Theodor Carp, M"Holland as Polderland" in The
Military Engjineer 37 (January 1945):11.

b A. Korteweg, Qorlog aan de Scheldemond
(Middelburg, Zeeland: Den Boer, 1947), p. 121.

5 ¢.J.H. Maliepaard, "The Agricultural Situation" ine f
AAPS 245(May 1946), p. S4. . !

6. 1bid.

T- J. Van Veen, Dredge, Drain, Reclaim, 5th Ed. (The
Hague: Martinus Nijhoff, 1962), p. 171.

8. Paul Wagret, Polders, Trans. Margaret Sparks
(London: Methuen and Company Limited, 1968), p. 14. ‘

-9+ Ibid. He quotes the figure of 18,000 but this is
obviously a printing error as other sources all concur with
the 1,800 figure (or very close to it).
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