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Abgtract

-

This thesis is a study on the impaect of the Second World

War on Zeeland, the most southerly maritime province of the

Kingdom of the Netherlands. The thesis attempts to describe

life in Zeefaw@ before the outbreak of war and then looks at
the changes caused byuthe arrival of the Germans in Ma? 1240,
For four ahd a half years Zeelanders (hereaftér referrad to
as Zeeuws) \ived and worked under the yoke of Germ2n rule and
oppression beBore exchanging that yoke for freedom. 1t was

here that Canadians played a role.

On abgrand scale, the Canadian Army was part of' that
large force known as the "Allies" which fought the HNazi war
machine anywhere and everywhere. On a much reduced scale,
the Canadian Army, specifically the 2nd Can;dian Corps,
helped the Zeeuws get rid of their German oppressors. In the

well-known "Battle of the Scheldt" the 2nd and 32Ird Canadian

"Infantry Divisions over-ran the German "Scheldt Fortress" and

by the middie of HNovember 194&, most of Zeeland was

liberated., After describing this battle and its human and

material consequences, the paper concludes with the Zeeuws'
b N

struggle to rebuild their war-shattered province with the

assistance of the Allies.
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Preface

This is é study on the impact of the Second World.War on
the Duatch province of Zeeland, one of eleven provinces in the
Kingdom of the Netherlands. The thesis attempts to deseribe
life-in Zeeland before the outbreak of war, the imﬁactxof the
German occupation on the regizn, the battle for the
liberation  of  Zeeland “and its  human and material
consequences, and lastly, the struggle of the Zeeuws fto
rebuild their war-shattered province with the assistance of

the Allies.

Canadian support did not only oeccur onﬁthe battlefields
and the "polder-rings® bpt entered the homés of the Zéeuws
and touched their lives. Canada stored grain for the
Netherlands during the war, sold horses and excess war
equipment to the Dutch and contriputed monetarily to the

United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration

(UNRRA). Canada also gave of its manpower to help aright the

Zeeuws ' lifestyle, to that which it had been before the war.

This was done through such organizations as SHAEF's® cCivil
Affairs Department. Here then 1is the story of the fight
against the Germans, and the battle's aftermathw - the

reconstruction and the civil aid.
o)

- b -

Supreme Headquarters Allied Expeditionary Force

iii
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The initiative to write a history such as this came from
many sources. First and foremost it came from my advisor,

Professor J.T. Copp, whose academic ability I will always

.~ admire, and who, through patience, coaxing, and example,

constantly spurred me on to greater things. It was through
Terry and Wilfrid Laurier University that I received the
grant which allowed me to do my research in the Netherlands.
To my parents who kept up the Dutch tradition in our Canadian
home, and who helped me throughout my‘ schooling both
financially and with encouragement, "I say ‘"Thartelijk

bedankt . " To brothers and sisters, thank you for vyour

‘support, interest, and understanding. I would also like to

¢onvey appreciation to Lieutenant-Colonel'William Barnard for
the use of personal material a:d for countless visits to Casa
Loma; the Ri jksinstituut voor  QOorlogsdocumentatie in
Amsterdam, particularly to Mr. J. Zwaan; thé Documentatie
Centrum “Zeeuws Deltagebied in Middelburg and Mr. ‘Dumon-Tak
for the trips around Walcheren; and to Oom Ben and Tante Lien
who took me in as a son while I studied in Holland. Thanks
also to my sister Carol for the many retypes of this work.
Fiﬁally, my heartfelt gratitude goes to my wife Kathy who
constant}y heard me talk about the Scheldt in my sleep, and
to my Father for the opportunity to live. Kathy, thanks for

understanding; this is for our first-born, Tamara Joy.

R I, 4 - —




V.
Translating a language that is not my own often presented me

with difficulties and I was fortunate_in receiving much help,

most -of it from Professor Jack- Zeyl.

With a task such as this, one is never finished, e
i i
) _ i ‘
strives, naturally, to-create as complete a picture as| is
! |

|
possible, but time is too short and the materials are very

\

R |
rich and in great abundance. One must, however, get them.
And one finds them later on and then says, "Oh, if only I
kpew them then." Mistakes and omissions in the text are

entirely my own.

Port Colborne, 1983,
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Chapter One: Introduction -- The Land and its Pegple

"Luctor et Emergo™ ( I Str%’e and I Emerge) are the

words found on the crest of the Province of Zegland.

) "Struggle and Emerge®, these words emblazoned on this shield

are not an empty slogan but a concise_description of what it
means to be a resident of Zeeland. The coat of arms, aptly

chosen, depicts a lion half emerged from the sea over the

~ motto. The Zeeuws have from theirlﬁééinningé struggled with

the strength of a 1lion against outside enemies and the
relentless calling back of their land by the sea. Yet in the
face of these and other struggles, the Zeeuws have withstood

and have indeed overcome.,

The country of the Netherlands is a small one and is
bordered by the North Sea to the north and west of .it, by

Belgium on the South, and by Germany to its east. Tts 12,500

. .S
square miles are divided int¢ eleven provinces. 1In the north

are the three agricultural provinces of Friesland, Groningen
and Drenthﬂea uNoord Holland, Zuid Holland and Utrecht are
located in the industrial west, and opposite this block in
the east are the provinces of Gelderland and Overijssel.
South of the Rhine and its many branches lies another

1

e s




Zeeland.

)

agricultural group of provinceé - LimbuEg, Brabant and

»

-

The land of such famous men as Grotius, Erasmus and

Rembrandt is said to have been built by the Dut;h. The old

adage, "God made the world but the Duteh made Holland",

hélthdbgh not necessarily true, does poinf out that the

efforts of the Dutch people have played a significant part in
the gaininé of land. A considerable area|of the country,
about 38% of its surface, is below sea level (pighest point
ia 323 metres above, lowest point is six metres below sea

level) and owes its existence to the protecifbn of miles and

miles of, dikes. What the sea cannot keep, the Dutch try and

take using various reclamation and drainage schemes in order
to increase Duteh territory. The gained ground 1is badly
needed, both to house an ever-increasing population and to be

used for agricultural purposes +to feed tbe Netherland®s

populatw?. -

i

The Netherlands rate of pﬁpulation increase since 1846
has #een the greatest “in western Europe.' ‘Aﬁi 1938 its
population was officially estimated” at 8,723,569, making for
a density of 686.5 people per square. mile.? This figure

immediately rose after the war to 710 gersons per squafe




g d
Pan

<

13

-

mile, the highest reported in the world.> Of these almost
nine million people, over half of them (51%) live in towns
and villages of less than 20,000 inhabitants.” The rest-of
the population lives in such limportant and large cities as
Amsterdam, Rotterdam, the Hague, Utrecht, Haarlem, Groningen,
Eindhoven, Tilburg, Nijmegen,{Easchede and Arnhem, the bulk
of them found in North and South Holland. These two

provinces account for half of the country's population.

The theme of polarity or opposites runs quite deep in
Dutch gociety and is visible when one looks at the Dutceh
population in terms of "race®, religion and language., In the
first cited category, one could generalize about the physical
characteristics of the p(eople in the Netherlands. In the
northern part of the country y§u can find a people of "Nordic
type" while in‘ the southern part they are of an "Alpine
type". The former are usually of light coloured hair, blue
or g‘ray~e?yed and are of tall stature while their southern

counterparts are darker haired, wsually brown, brown-eyed and

shorter in stature. In the area of religion, even though the

Netherlands has historically been known for 1its religious

"

tolerance, the polarity theme can again be seen. Basically,

w

the country i3 a state of two religions, Dutch Reformed

(Nederlandsch Hervormde Kerk), and Roman Catholic (Roomsch

. LIPS USRI SUURRS 6 U J. AU
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Katholieke). Both have their roots in invading rountries.
Lastly, in the area of language, most Dutch speak a form of
either *Low Franconian' or 'L?w Saxon'.? The exception to
this, disregarding tﬁe m%ny dialects found in each rural
area, 1s in the province of Friesland where the inhabitants
speak Friesian which has a similar status to the Freach

language in Canada.

Located at the southern end of the eoaS%al zone of the
Netherlands, the province of Zeeland consisted of five main
islands «~ Schouwen-Duiveland, Tholen, NOth Beveland, South
Beveland and Walcheren --.and a part of the mainland known as

Zeeuws-Vlaanderen, which lays south of the WesterSchelde.

(This latter area was joined to Zeeland in 1818, which upset

many Belgians who were 1living there wunder French rule.
Belgian attempts to get the' land back in 1829 and 1919
failed). By 1940, only the first three remained islands, the
latter two being joined to the mainland by causeways. Today,

all are interconnected.

The province is unique 1n that it is largely surrounded
by water and is very low-lying, no land exceeding ten feet in

altitude except for the dikes.? If seen from the air it

I
|

looks like a large maze, the perimeter being the major dikes

!

|
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andl the inner-maze being represented by minor dikes which
sep%ratekthe 619 poldersi? (The word "polder" is Dutcﬁ but
recéi%esiuniuersal usage.) It is upon these inner-dikes—that
the }roads and settlements are located. If not for these

dikes and. sand dunes, much of Zeeland would lay under water,

\ The province is rather remote from the rest of the
Nethérlands and had the second smallest provincial population
in the country, 254,565 in 1938.° Tﬁis has forced the
isolated.?

province to be  somewhat  conservative and

Zeeland's isolation can be seen in the population stability

" found in North Beveland (1950 pop. T,455) where between the

years 1880 to 1950 the population increase was only 4ol

¥

persons. The isiand‘gave up many people to other parts of

10 The peobie dress in their

the country pét attracted few.
traditionai éostumes, something akin to the Mennonites north
of Waterloo. The women wear white hats with coils of gold
placed in them, black dresses with a bright apron over them,

and wooden shoes. The men have the black sailer caps, black

jackets and pants, and rubbers or wooden shoes.

The Zeeuws are a very heterogenous group. "Tussen de

eilanden en tussen de bevolkings-en beroepsgroepen bestaan

h 3
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grote verschillen.n® 11 40% of Zeeland's people are of
alpine-type. Diversity in population comes from the fact
. that many came to the province as refugees during the days of

the Republic, and from Belgium during the many border

crisesi12 '

About half the province's population (48.25%) are part
of the Dutch Reformed Church. The other half is mostly Roman

Catholic and is concentrated very heavily in the southern

half, Zeeuws»Vlaanderen.13 The Catholies have made, as ecan

be seen in the various place names in Zeeuws-Vlaanderen, an

indelible imprint on the southernmostgpart of the province.

The main concerns of the province's predominantly rural
pogulation of one quarter million are fishing and
agriculture.‘u The estuaries of Zeeland are great beds for
mussels and oysters. Around the area of Bergen op Zoom,
a?§jovis (anchovies) are taken. Most of the fishing in the
p#fviﬂce is considered coastal fishery but some séa fishing
for eel, smelt, and herring is also done. 1940 was to briné

3

major changes to the fishing economy.

- - " - -

Great differences exist between the islands and between
the population -and occupational groupings.

L 4
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Agriculturally, a variety of important crops are grown
in this; proviﬂce, dubbed with the title, "Holland's bread
basket." Zeeland's ‘agr‘icultur?“’al strength seems to 13y in the
diversity of products grown, Sugarbeets, potatoes, and
various sorts of grain, especiélly flax, are the area’'s most
important crops. Further diversification takes placé not,
only wéith the types of crops groun but also the areas oif
agricultural importance. In Tholen, silver-onions are
farmed, whil¢ peas come mainly from Walcheren. South
Beveland, specifically the Goes area, 1is the f{ruitbelt- - and
thus received the honour of being Zeeland's "fruit basket.”
To aid in the harvesting of these products, the Zeeuws make
much wuse of horse-power, using the reknowned. régistered

horses bred and raised in Zeeuws-Vliaanderen.

The second and very important concern which the Zeeuws
have busied themselves with since the beginniﬁg of their
history, is the sea and the guarding of themselves, their
property, and their possessions against it. Generally
speaking, the main 1islands of Zeeland have nunot ,‘ changed
drastically in outline since the 1300’3915 What I‘has changed

is that there are only two islands left of the many that were

once surrounding them.'® Tne 1oss of many of these isl ands

has been caused by nature's great force of water; the

_ - e ST I WS N  rs  AANEEINE . 4 o e



retention of present land was made possible by the dedication
and hard work the Zeeuws gave in their4 constant battla
against the sea. This is ﬁbst apparent when looking at this

battle over time.

"The Coastal Duteh have now lived 24 centuries in their
marshes and of these the first 20 or 21 were spent in peril.
It was not until 1600 or 1700 that some reasonable security
from flooding was achieved."'7T *In South Hollaﬁd and Zeelaqd
floods occurred in 1374, 1376, 1377, 13?9,‘1393 and 1396, and

there were great inundagions in 1405, 1421 and 1‘530-2."1R

The latter flood was givep the name of "St. Felix flood of

1530%", followed forty yearsqlater by the "Delta gebiea", -
The Al1l S%ints flood. Both wrought great destruction on the
province of Zeeland by drowning such lands as the islands of
North and South Beveland. It was not until 1598 and 1570
respectively that these 1islands were again partially
reclaimed. !9 Although the sea has taken some valuable land
by widening and deepening the once-narrow strait between

Cadzand and Vlissingen into the present-day West Scheldt, it

has been held back by man and his dikes in spch piaces as

#

|
Westkapelle on Waleheren.20 Here the two hav# combined to

]
allow the sea no more than 185 yards of shoreline in the

course of three and a half centgrie3321 ‘Further floods

!




)

1

Ewreaking damage on this area oceured in 1775, 1808, 1825,

-

‘1894, and 1916, the latter forcing the water to its highest
point recorded in pre-World War 1I times.22 The war was to

bring the peril of major flooding back to Zeeland.

{
!
|
!
|

1
various levels of government to get together to see what

The fear of such floodings in all their fury has led the

st%ps "could be taken to mitigate, if not prevent, the
ha?dships caused by the floods.\ Today, the provincial
gerrnment of Zeeland and the Dutch federal government have
come up with a "Delta Plan' which will see dikes constrqcted
in this south-Western province which will join a host of
islands together and to the mainland. These dikes will be
multi-functional in that they will be able to open and close
which will allow for the continued existence of the large
sea-mussel [ields and will also prevent flood damage when the
water rises; Vehicle traffic will also be able to drive

along the tops of these dikes.23

In the history of Zeeland the sea and its waters ha?e
also beern good to the province. Before the outbreak of the
Eighty Years War, Zeeland's ﬁerchant fleet and its herring
and cod fisheries were secﬁnd to those of Holland. As well,

the 3sea offered a c¢heap and readily available form of
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*highway" for Zeeuws boats and gave Zeeland two good ports.

The first of these ports is Terneuzen, situated in

Zeeuws~Vliaanderen with a population (1938 of 11,000, It is

which comes from western Belgium a2nd France. The <anal was
opened in 1827 but it was not until 1870 when the railway
came to the port that Terneuzen became important for trade
pur‘poseéf By ' the staré of WWII, the port had an inner and
outer harbour for inland and seagoing vessels:  and had

24 Terneuzen also has a main

excellent lifting appliances.
road following the canal to Ghent used constantly by the

Germans during the war as a supply road.

The second and by far the most important port is that of
Vliissingen (Flushing), a city of 23,000. The port, with an
outer harbour and also an inner harbour combining both &

small commercial and a naval harbour, is the third 1largest
T e T ai dHid @ Havdal Ndibodl . L@ UBE B4

port in i;ne‘r'wNether].amds,2‘5 It is located at the southern end

[

of Walcheren Island and is at the mouth of the Scheldt River.

With the completion of the South Beveland railway in 1866,
its importance increased for it was now connected to the rest
of the Netherlands. A fine main road from Vlissingen to

Bergen op Zogm links the port to the rest of Holland as well.
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In 1875 the Stomevaart Maatscﬁappij Zeeland was located here
linking it up to England by a ferry service. The same year
the shipbuilding firm ™de Schelde® evolved giving employment
to many and offering both diesel and turbine engines to ships
of up to 21,000 tons displacement.26 The port, as well as
offering ferry service and shipbuilding works, also offers
coal and oil-bunkering stations. These 1at§er came about
because of goverumment aid in modernizing Eﬂé port beltween

1910 - 1935.27 When the Germans came in June of 1640, the

locks separating the outerignd inner q§rbour were destroyed,

!

_plers were wrecked and much of the port was rendered

inaccessible because of boats sunk therein.28 The port would
receive further damage 1in the battle fought in late 1944,
The ferry service from Breskens to Vlissingeﬂt'aéed to carry
workers on the south shore to Vlissiagen pefore the war,
would also be copied by the Germans in late ‘44,

—

Other cities and towns of importance in Zeeland are
first of all its capital, Middelburg, home to the "Lange Jan®
tower, a beautiful town hall and an old abbey.29 The city of
21,000 lies almost in the centre of Walcheren Island and is
four miles wnorth of Vlissingen ‘along the Walcheren Canal.
The c¢ity, in the sixteenth century, acted as an outport to

the city of Antwerp, but thereafter lost importance for it




was sympathetic to Spanish rule. It lost "its role both as
an administrative and ecclesiastical centre and . . . also

much of its trade, which passed to ports further northa"30

AR T

Stagnation then set in and the city “ceased to grow ﬁ
. ! i
...[remaining] within the confines of 1its T[star-shaped] ?
sixteenth century defences down to the present century."’! {
Other towns, of which more will be heard later, are
Westkapelle, Goes, and Breskens. ;
|
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Chaptey Two: German Occupation ==
What Changed?

-

During the First World War, the Netherlands had a
standing army of 500,000.troops but managed to maintain a
posjition of neutrality throughout the war. When war was
declared in the autumn of 1939 the HNetherlands immediately
proclaimed théir neutrality on 3 September, and for awhile it
appeared as if the Germans would indeed 1leave their
neighbouring country alone. All that changed in the spring

X

of 1940. W -

The Dutch had been listening to Fuhrer Adolf Hitler's

speeches and had watched his country build up its arms. With
the German forces annexing the Rhineland, the Dutch became
fearful of the German military threat and began to take steps
to meet a possible .invasion. The defense budget was
inereased, the air force strengtheﬁed and stock piles of food
were laid up.1 The Duteh trump card, to be used only if
Germany violated the Netherlands' neutrality was the ¥Grebbe
Line". This system of defense involved the flooding of
threatened areas and specifically of prqtected "Fortress
Holland", that heavily populated area north of the rivers

2

Waal and Maas. It worked in conjunction with other water

14
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lines3 and seemingly promiéed even the weakest army the
element of time for defending and for waiting until outside.

help could come and help fight off the attack.

At 4 a.m. on Friday, 10 May 1940, the Germans struck at
the Netherlands. A parachute division commanded by S.S.
General Student landed all around the Hague with orders to

capture the Queen,u

This attack was frustrated with heavy
losses to the enemies. The rest of the invasion, entrusted
to the German Sixth Army, went 1like clock-work with  the
Germans being able to enter "Fortress Holland" that first
day. Some German soldiers were captured and sent off
immediately to England but on the whole, wiﬁﬁlthe help of
surprise and speed, fifth columnists and disguises, the
Germans quickly over-ran the country. After the heavy and
very destructive bombardment of Rotterdam by the Luftwaffe,

the Netherlands gquickly surrenderéd on the 15th of M‘aya5

During the 1940 invasion, the Netherlands had managed to
send some navy, army and air force pérsonnel over to England.
"Dutch seamen at sea or who put to sea at the time of the
invasion, estima¥ed to number 15,000 men, joined the Allied
naval forces."6 Other personnel as well, aided the'Allied

cause in their fight against Germany. The Dutch government

and the Royal family, who made up the bulk of the 2,400
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civilians who also left by sea, arrived in London safely even

though the Germans were to have captured the Queen.7

The Dutch surrendered on the i?th of May but this
surrender did not include the troops which were fighting the
Germans ;n Zeeland. The Dutch, with the aid of the* French,
resisted until 17 May when the Germans shelled Zeeland's

capital city, Middelburg. A mixed Allied force continued

resistance until the 23rd of May in Zeeuws-Vlaanderen. Then .

&

the fighting stopped and the Germans emerged victorious not
only in the Netherlands but also in Belgium and France.? Now
the Duteh would have to adjust their lifestyles and learn to

live under the yoke of their German oppressors.

With the surrender of the Dutch by Generalgat G.
Winkelman, Supreme Commander of the Dutch. Army, 3nd the
departure of the Dutch government to London, the Germans took

over governmental authority in the Netherlands. Hitler

"assigned the supreme civilian authority ‘in the occupied

territory to a High Commissioner (Reichskommissar fur die’

besetzten niederlandischen Gebiete) who was directly

responsible to the Fuehrer .n9 That man was Dr. Arthur

10

SéYSs-Inquart., His office was basically to supervise the

existing Dutch governmental agencies and to easure that/
]

German policies were carried out. Seyss-Inquart set up his
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office with himself as head and f{our German Commissioners
General under him who supervised the Dutch Administration.
The four Commissioners General were Wimmer in Administration
and Justice, Fischbock in Finance and Economy, Rauter f{ar

Public Security, and Schmidt f{or Special Questions (Without

Portfolion). He also appbinted *German "Representatives of

the High Commissioner" {Beauftragte) who supervised

provincial and local governments.'”

These men, the High
Commissioner and his associates, it needs to be stressed, did

not "design the basic German policies that determined +he

course of the occupation . . . [but rather] simply executed

such policies as the economic exploitat}qn of the
Netherlands, the labor draft, and the deportation of the
Jews, which were decided by Hitler on the advice of his

closest political and military advisors.”!? N

Just as & German occupied the High l Commissioner's
office, s0 other Nazi party members, be they Dutch or German,

started to replace Dutch officials in various roles. With

Seyss~Inquart and his staff assuming the Queen's and

_parliament's “powers, tLthere was no need for the federal

legislature to meet (especially since part of it was in
London). Hence it was dissolved. The eleven provincial
legislatures met the same fate. While their elected members

were not needed anymore, such was not the case for the

-s. e NI R, R -
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‘Queen's Commissioners. These men were at the head of the

g

provincial gbvernments.‘ They and their counterparts of the
[} '
cities and gemeentes {(municipalitiesi, the burgemeesters

{mayors) were retained by the Germans in théi%srly stages of

(¥}

the war. Sfme did_the jobs the Germaﬁs'ask@d of them, other:

said they would do them and then tried to use the power of

their office to Sagotage the plans. 3Still others Flatly
refused to co~operate with the new rulers and were either
relieved of their job or went underground. Many needed to be
replaced and their office was Laken over, usually by a2 Dntoh

Razi.

The Dutch Nazis came from the Nationaal Socialistische

Beweging (National Socialist Party or N.S.B.). The N.S.B.

party, founded in December 1931, was under the leadership of

Aﬂ%on A. Mussert. By the start of the waé, its members
b . ;

" totalled 27,000 men. It reached its peak of 75,372 by the

_third quarteriof 1941, after which its membership Jeclined.13

The HN.S.B. movement was a totalitarian one. *Thz pafty
platform of the N.S.B. <called for a 'strong government,
national selfw-respect, discipline, order, and solidarity of
all clasxes of ?he population and the precedence of the
national interest over that of groups, and that of groups

14

over the self-interest of the individual. . .".° Mussert

"
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envisioned himSélf as a ruler over a "Greater Netherlands®
and saw ?he Germans as a vehiecle to obtain this dream. The
Germans, ironically, saw the N.5.B. as simply a "tool to be
employed“a15 Sinee they were ‘the gominaat power ami  in
control, their policies and ldeas wore OFf on the N.5.8.
members. By serving the Nazis and by adopting some of their
beliefs and practices, the N.S5.B. incurred the wrath and

ridicule of most Dutchmen.

At his trial “in Nuremburg, when asked oabout placing
N.5.B. members in government offices, Seyss~Ingquart repliezd,
"] did it because in the last analysis Ivcould‘rely on them;
all others sabotaged my orders."‘ér For their faithfulness,
many were rewarded with such high posts as President of the
Board of Leiden University. Others, 275 to be exact, became

burgemeesters or heads of organizations <¢reated by the

. Germans. '/ A1l of them were part of the German's plan to

*nazify*' the Netherlands.18

One Dutch N.S.B. member the Germans quickly put into a
prominent position was Max Blokzijl. "Lying Max", as he was
better known, was a journalist turned radio propogandist. He
was a "man of sharp wit and considerable eloquence [land] he
became the foremost preacher of the Nazi goépel in

Holland" .19 It was to his radio station, beamed from the

Srm L AN, bt e M R . At e i Wt ot St o e oot e e — s




city of Hilversum, that the Germans wanted the Dutch to tune
their radios. The Dutch, however, did not necessarily do
this, many of them listening to foreign broadcasts. Since
the Queen had gone into exile, she pouIa speak to her nation -
daily through Radio Oranje's quarter=-hour pragﬁémmé beams i
from London by the B.B.C. which many -Dutchmen thoroughly
enjoyed.20 fhe other radio station that beamed in a Duteh

programme was station WRUL from Boston, Massachusetts,>)

Radio Oranje's birth came in July 1940 and the Germans
immediately made it an offense to listen to the programme
that started off with a few words from the Duteh Queen.
Controlling the listeners was a large task and almost an
impossible one though, as the Dutch had more than one million

22 4nd these sets c¢ould be hidden

sets in the country;
anywhere in. the house --attics and hollowed-out books were
favourite storing places. Although Seyss-Inquart was asked
to issue a directive giving permission to confisecate the
Wwireless sets in 1940, it was not until May 1943 éhat such a
directive was carried out.23 The Dutch, all the while kept

"listening to the foreign broadcasts by various means and f

) through co~gperation. The latter c¢ame in the form of one

household sharing a common radio with others, or by hooking

-

up a systey of loudspeakers to one's neighbour's house.

L‘/




The network of contacts the Dutch people estab11shed

helped to keép them abreast of the radio annoucements and the

news. quthln this network, mimeographed sheets were
circulated containing the news of the day or the week. 0nce
read, the sheet was passed‘élong by a variety of methods and
inconspicuously, since they were outlawed by the HNazi
rqgime‘eu Inconspicuous meant carrying it to  your
neighbour's house stuffed in your sock, or if it was a lady

carrier, "keeping it close to her heart“.?5 Most of these

"personal® newspapers were printed for a single town or local

community.

In May 1940 there were over 4,000 papers or journals
expressing every shade of opinion in the Netherlands. Almost
every town over 20,000 had its own paper. The 1largest paper

in terms of foreign circulation was the Nieuwe Rotterdamsche

Courant. Within the country itself, Amsterdam's Telegraaf

and its associate paper, the Courant Nieuws van de Dag, were

the largest. "After a few months of comparatively unmolested

life the newspapers . . . [after the invasion] passed under

the German steamroller."26 Many of the newspapers ceased

pubYikation for ™as of October 1, 1941, no 1less than 53

dailies or 1/3 of the total, and 520 of the 650 periodicals

were suppressed by the Nazis."27
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The Germans diq§print their own newspaper, the Deutsche

Zeitung in den Niederlanden which |came out in June 1940, The

other papers which were mllowed to stay active either already
i -

supported the HNazi padﬁy such as the HN.3.B. daily, the

Nationale Dagblad, and its weekly Volk in Vaderland, or had

their editors removed and replaced by some chosen few. Many
Dutchmen could not put up with the German press and a host of
élandestine newspapers evolved over the course of the war.
In the Netherland's first year of war there wer2 sivkby-tuwo
papers with a circulation of about 57,000 copies.?R This
number continued to grow, especially after D-<Day when the
need for news was ;0 great. In the last quarter of 192Q,
"350 new news-bulletins arose."?? The press’ Eesire to help
in tﬁé defeat of Germany, and its need to cater to the
various religious, political and cultural groups all helped

to make for a total of nearly 1,200 underground papers in the
30 !

*

The  papers were not the only written words that were

country.

outlawed. "In December 1941, one hundred and twenty books
were placed on the forbidden list."21 That month as well,
saw the United States join the Allied side in their hope of
defeating the Nazis. Their entry immediately forced the

I
Nazis to decree that books writtenm by American authors borwn
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after 1904 "were henceforth forbidden.”3% Other books such
as school texts were also sgecrutinized and if there was
anything in them that was critical of the Third Reich, then

-~

they were banned,

The German occupation affected the Duteh government, the
country's broadca%ting and its press, but it also went deeper
and affected physical well-being. As soon as the Germans

entered the Netherlands, food rationing was begun and by

~April 1941 virtually all foods such as bread and butter, milk

and cheése, fats and meat were all rationed.>: One ounce of
cheese was considered "sufficient"” per week according to the
German orders, as was one and three-quarter litres of milk
per man per week, ¥ Up until the end of 1942, each Dutch
adult was getting a daily average of 1RN0 calories. ? As the
war went on, with the Germans exporting more and more food‘to
Germany, and farm machinery and fertilizers becoming
scarce, the caloric level decreased. As the German demands
for food became ever greater, the caloric level dropped to an
average of 1350 per adult by July '48. This level went down

to U400 calories a day during the hunger winter of 1944 . 45

(mostly in North and West Netherlands).

With rationing came the need for control, control for




" or the right to leave one's home after curfew.’

e
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permits and cards. Each Dutchman had to have two vital
documents. The first was his ration book.3? This Bbaok
contained stamps, issued montﬁly, for various types of foods
and necessitiés such as shoes, bicycle tires and coal, ' The
seconé document was the persconsbewijs (identiflecation card)
which contained one's picture, fingerprint and personal data.
To bé stopped by a German without the latter document wa;
grounds for immediate arrest. As the war progressed "there
was a3 whole system of permits for countless purposes . . . .
In the later 'period of the war, almost e%erything depended on
some sheet of paper, as, for example, possession of a bicycle
: Eh For one
group of people in the Netherlands, the ’persconsbewi js' was
not as important as ‘another means of identification. For
that group, the arm-band with the Star of David on it was

ample identification.

Just before the German invasion, 140,000 iews lived in
Holland of whom 79% were Dutch citizens.3? By 31 fugust 1940
the first of many anti«Jewish decrees was announced by the
Germans. Thesejmeasures culminated in the mass deportation
and imprisonment of Jews, beginning in July 1942, By the end
of the war, seventy-five percent of the Dutch Jews had

perished, mostly in the camps of Auschwitz and Zobibor .40

r
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It must be said here that many Dutch attempted to help
the Jews in various ways. As eérly as October 1940 the six
leading Protestant churches made a Joint appeal to

Seyss-Inquart against the German anti-semitic measures, an

41,

appeal wmade again the next vyear. Individuals as well

helped the Jews out by keeping them hidden in the atties or

42

false rooms in their house. Keeping these onderduikers

(divers)* hidden was in itself a chore and a threat to one;sf

life.ua One had to obtain food for *them and this became

increasingly more difficult as the German occupation went

B%  paids on food coupon distribution centres were

on.
frequent in order to get the required number  for those in the
underground. The Germans made things difficult by executing
the raiders if caught and by intrdducing new forms of ration

books which wWere to be "fool proof®.

¢

The Zeeuws themselves ‘élso aided the Jews 1in their
plight. After the famous "Night of Crystal® (9-10 November,
1938) the‘ Zeeuws donated at least fU4,661 to the Jewish
refugee fqhd éuring a time when the economy was not at its
best. Total Dutch giving was fuoa,éoo. The Zeeuws port of
Vlissingen, as well, served as a jump-off port for Jews

- — -y -

*a diver was a person who stayed in hiding because he/she
was wanted by the German police.
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coming in from Germany and attempting to make their way to

America.t® o

The first impact of Nazi racial poliecy on Zeeland was
the remgval of all Jews from the province. Most of them were
sent to Amsterdam and from that holding depot they were sent
on to such stations as Westerbork. Zeeland had a Jewish
population of less than 250 5fu11 or half-Jews®. Of this
total, only twenty-five survived the German annihilation
scheme, the fallen having their names recorded in a Jewish

cemetery in Middelburg after the war . 47

"From the beginning of the occupation, heavy punishments
had been threatened for actions directed against the armed
services, such as espionage, sabotage, and attacks on
soldiers. As the occupation went on these sentences
became more pronounced and ﬁuch harsher. In February 1041,
strikers were threatened with a minimum one year prison term
for being involved in a strike. Five months later the
punishment of ‘five yeéars in prison was given to those
;nvolved in such things as anti-German demonstrations,
;ublication of clandestine newspapers, etec. By May 1044, in
anticipation of military operations and in order to control

the Dutch population which was becoming more and more vocal
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ahg daring in acts of sabotage against the oppressors,

SggssaInquart declared martial law.

"Undep~martial law, the death penalty was mandatory for

practically>any action against the OCCupyiufxg”’power."lm In
his personal diary, M.P. de Bruin recalls the 3ccount of

Johan Wijers, a boy of 16 years who was shot to death aftep

) “ . |
being tartured ©because he stole two rifles- and ‘SOm%
ammunlﬁkbniso Others in Zeeland, such as Jakob Franke, qeré

h

shot “for not coming forward for work gangs when the Ger&éns
called.51 Martial law allowed local police chiefs to become
inereasingly ruthless. This made 1life extremely difficu&t
for the Dutch, especially as it seemed that liberation was so

¢lose at hand after D-day.

Those in the concentration and 1aboﬁr camps ware not the
only Dutchmeq forced to give their labour to the German war
cause. In 1941, with an increasing labour shortage 1in
Germany since*many civilians had to join the army, measures
were taken to entice Dutch workers to go to Germany to
repléee this loss. With this need for lagourers becoming
ever greater, and T“enticements™ and ‘"persuasions" not
working, the Germans began mass deportations of workers. The

evacuation of coastal districts provided a large number of

” st e -
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workers for these people were just shipped to Germany.52 in

1942 and 1943 students were rounded up to be used as workers, -

By January 1944, there were 350,000 Dutch e¢ivilians and
prisoners of war working in Germany.53 These actions created
much unrest in the country and led an ever-increasing number

of pebple to go “underground"‘gu

It was within this larger pattern of the German
occupation that Zeeland had to live for the war years. Most
of the changes made natiohally affected the province but
there were also local changes. These, however, came some
months after the invasion. 1In the immediate post-invasion
period the Zeeuws population in the rural districts barely
saw their conquerors except for the odd patrol, something
which remained true for -some parts of the Netherlands
throughout the war.  One author, who wrote down his
impressions of the.wér da&s in Westkapelle wrote:

The _dwellers of Walcheren were jealous, when

after sojourning to other parts of the land

they sawL no Germans, no bunkers, no -0.T.

workers, and no Dbarracks. Was it ever

peaceful there. As soon as they stepped out

of the train in Middelburg it started again;

Germans, left aand right.55

Ll
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This initial period where the CGermans "carried themselves
correctly" soon gave way to the realities of war, and "with

the years they became more annoying and finally degenerated

into a horrible;group."56

While not all the Zeeuws saw their immediate captors for
some timé; the inhabitants of Middelburg saw them almost
immediately as the province's capital became the centre for
the Gefman forces as well. Had one even removed the Germans
from this eity though, their contact with the people could
still have been seen in the rubble. When Middelburg was
shelled Sg the 17th of May, its eiéhty-six meter ﬁLange Jan?
tower was destroyed, tﬂé beautiful city hall burned, and the
abbey partially ruined? %his ¢capital had more houses lost in
this year than in all the other cities of Zeeland put
together.57 A pressing need for dwellings and stores arose
and by the end of August 1940, fifty-one makeshift stores
were erected in the capital. That month as well, twenty-five
homes were eontracted out and finished off eleven months

later.>8® Destruction was not limited to these May days;

_through Allied bombings Zeeland's towns and villages would

continue to suffer. .

In the air-battle of '‘Britain, the German Luftwaffe had
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taken it to the English by bombing the <country and its
capital. The Germans, however, could not break the spirit of
the English, nor their air force and, by the second year of

the war, the British were returning some of their ouwn

fire-power f{rom the air upon Germany. The British also bad

to hit the Germans where they were located and this »ften was

in occuplied territory. The provinge of Ieeland was not
%

spared air bombardments. The Germans had the advantages of

camouflage and such defences as bunkers and other finished

parts of 7;:he f\tlantic Wall in which btao take cover when the
air raids occ¢ured. The general population could only hide in
their ce%lérs or get out of the towns. Vlissingen's houses
and industries such as 'de Schelde' and the Provinciaal
Zeeuws Elel;tricitijb‘ Maatschappij (PZEMY office, due to the
aid they naturally gave to the enemy, received much
destruction due to air raids. Even though Vlissingen digl not
undergo as much destruction as did Middelburg 1in 1940,-‘“1‘(;
was a target for air attacks du\ring the occupied years™, as
was the case on 22 April 1942, when Vlissingen's harbour was
severely blasted by the Royal Air Force.’? These bombings
“eost many citizens their 1life over- the course of the war
years."éO Death and air bomba'%ments‘ also forced a heavy
A

tbll on the city's population. jovember 1944 it fell from
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& 23,000 to 12,000.%1 : (

The Zeeuws; even in the face of danger and seeing the
destruction meted out on their land by the British planes,
never turned against the Allies. The Germans got the brunt

. #
' of the blame for the damages done. Of the English it was

often said, "Tommy . . . came for a visit," and, "Tommy, who

again for the umpteenth time sadly made a mistake."” Life !

* : magazine in 1945 noted that that same spirit of pro-British,
anti<German feeling was still evident in the Ieeuws even ‘
after the Royal Air Foree had put the Ffamous island of :

7 Walcheren under salt water.63

\ R B - [
WLJ) the arrival of the German troops, the Nazi flag was |

hung up in Middelburg at the residence of the

G

Reichscommissaris of Zeeland, Willem Munzer. Here it hung
for fifty-three consecutive months . 74 Munzer, subordinate to |
Seyss-Inquart and controller ?f all Zeeland, was not the
commander Bf the German forces in the ‘;prgvincei rather he <
oversaw the da;'-to-day administration.g The German army in |
Zeeland had two commanders. From Vlissingen north, all the :
troops were under the Commanding General for the Occupied |
Territories of the Netherlands, General F. Christian

]
" |

Christiansen, (only the 719 Infantry Division found on the 1’

two northern islands and St. Philipsland was under him). The
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rest of the troops, specifically the 65th Infantry Division
and the 712 Infantry Division were under the commander for
Bélgiuna and northern France, General A. Von Faulkenhausen.
In 1942, Hitler, seeing the importance of Antwerp, had the
boundary line changed from the western arm of the Scheldt to
the Qosterschelde. This put Walcheren, the two Bevelands and
Zeeuws -Vlaanderen under command of the Wehrmachtsbefehlshaber

Belgium and northern-France, von Faulkenhausen.”®

Shortly after the German occupation of Zeeland, the
Zeeuws had to abide by and obey a host of new rujes. Curfews
were imposed on the province's inﬁabitants wiﬁh no one to be
out on the streets from midnight to four in the morning-
After the 27th of March 1944, one could not be out in the
open after 11:00 p.m.; by 5 3eptember, one could not be out
after 8:00 p.m.66 All weapons, save for antiques, had to be
handed in and travel within and without the province was
curtailed, each traveller having to get a written siip of
permission to move aboul from the various burgemeestersi67"
Local movement became even more difficult when the Germans
demanded that tﬁe populace hand in their bicycles in 1942.
This? action was designed to make the German troops much more

mobile and therefore ready for a possible British invasion.®8’
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As time went on, movement on the waters for Zeeland's |

fishermen was also curtailed. Zeeuws' boats could not roam |

freely having to stay together in packs, nor could they go

where the fish might be -+if the schools were not 1in rivers |

or inlets and se;éﬁ;ﬂanches, then the Fishermen had a bad day.

Fishermen's freedoms were Further reeled in. They could not |
!

leave the harbour until an hour after sun-rise and never on |
i

foggy or snowy days. Once out of port, they could not fish:

for very long since tl’iey were only given enough fuel to fish,
for a few hours, and that after being pulled with other

smaller fishing vessels to the fishing spot. These and other

German measures which literally ruined the oyster harvest for

many years, forced a decline in the provincial catch.69

Needless to say, these restrictions when enforced on the

country as a whole, resulted in a loss of fish caught in the

sea after 1941. 1In that year nineteen million kilograms of

fish were caught; in 1942, thirteen and a half million

kKilograms, and in 1943 that figure dropped. to 10.9 million
kilograms. The coastal fishing catch stayed fairly even for

these three years at 15.8 million kilograms although this was
half the catch of 1940,70

Items other than weapons and bicycles were also

"requested" by the Germans. In October 1940, "Winterhulp

ST K
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Nederland" came into existence. This was a charity group
inaugurated by Seyss-jnquartx71 The W.H.N. was advertised as

a programme to redistribute surplus goods and money from

those who had it to those who were in need of it. Many

Dutchmen responded to this e¢all for aid but n@t too
enthusiastically for it was quickly seen that some of the
money and materials were being pilfered by the occupying army
or were being sent back to Germany. This resuited in many
.tricks being played against the W.H.N. collectors. People on
the. third floor would yell out their windows to the
collector, "Come up, I have something for you." Climbing the
many steep stairs (characteristic of Dutch homes), the
collector would be greeted by no-one as the person would have
left the building or gone into the attic to hide. This
became tiring to the collectors, wmost of whom were

N.S.B.'ers.’2

In June 1941, when Seyss-Inquart made another request
for the'Dutch to hand in various metal articles ranging from
ashtrays to bird cages, the Dutch again responded pforly.
The Germans\made'up for this lack of megals by taking more
than 200 bronze bells and clocks‘frOm Zeeland to be smelted
down for war materia136J Whereas the Germans requested

outrightly the handing in of some needed articles, others
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such as#$ electric¢ity, soup, <coal and petrol were just
rationed.’3 All homes using eleectricity were sent a letter
stating that they needed to be careful in the amount used.
If one went over the alloted limit one was given an hefty
fine; if one grossly went over the limit, serviée was shut

off. ™%  The newspaper, Provinciale Zeeuwsche Courant carried

the 1ist of rationed food items, and constant reminders for
one to be careful with the use of such precious commodities
as water were displayed in various local newspapers.75 This
handing in of articles, and the rationing of items led the
Zeeuws population to become quite ingenious in substituting
articles for rationed items, or by repairing the older
articles. For example, to compensate for one's flat or bald

tire, burlap or other cloth was tied around the rims of the

bicyele wheels allowing the rider some comfort.

Once food items were rétiéned, many town and village
inhabitants looked to the suppliers of goods for the extra
items. Bakers and farmers were often asked for various items
in a bartering system. Although many suppliers did give
extra to the Zeeuws population, it became increasingly
difficult to do as the war years went on, due to a<éeneral
shortage of foodstuffs and changes in Zeeland's farming
practices. This forced an increase in t!official' as well as

'black market' food prices, as can be seen in Table 1 below.

B I T - o - n -
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The following shows the official prices of articles in 1944,
The second figure is the black market figure for that article
during the winter months, 1988/1945, )

1 kilogram potatoes f .10/ f 7.

1 kilogram butter f 2.60/ f 150.

1 litre milk £ o177 F An. | '
1 egg f .10/ ¢ 7.

1 kilogram flour f .26/ F A0, ]
20 cigarettes f .90/ £ 60, j
1 men's‘suit £52.50/ f1060¢ ¥ - {

i

Source: Centraal Bureau Voor de Statistiek, Economische en
Sociale Kroniek der Oorlogsjaren, 1940-1945 (Utrecht: de
Haan, 1947), p. 266.

TABLE 1b

Uging July 1938-June 1939 as the base year (=100), the
following increases occured for foodstuffs for the six years
following:
1938-1939: 102.5; 19391940 121.4; 1940-1941: 139.9;
1948119423 156.7; 1942-1943: 156.9; 1943-1948: 159.1;
19481985 172.3
Source: Centraal Bureau Voor de Statistiek, Statische

Zakboek 1984.1946 (Utrecht: de Haan, 1947)}, p. 99
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The Germans were constantly demanding things of the
farmer that made his job of producing food more and more

difficult. Farmers found it hard to work the 1land without

their usual number of horses since many of them hadlto be -

given over to the Germans. WOrkeré were scarce espe%ially
during the harvest times, as more were being requestionéd for
the Gérman's labour pool. Fertilizers for the flelds were
non-existent and with the taking 5? farm animals, natural
fertilizers were not meeting the needs. Cows, as well, had
to be delivered to the enemy for food and also to cut down

0

the acreage needed for grasslénds.76 What was used as

~pasture could now be sown with such oil-producing grains as

rapeseed which would produce a much needed wartime commodity

- fat. 77 ' Even though this "“bread-basket"™ produced in 1943,

25% of the country's sugarbeets and 46% of its white and
brown beans, it was difficult to increase output to meet the
demand. 8 | The floodings of 1944 would make this even more

difficult.

With the conqueror constantly giving orders to hand this
in, sign out here, work there, do. not walk there, the Zeeuws
naturally became resentful of their overseers. They were

indeed 'bezet' -- océupied, but during the time of o¢ccupation

they could 'verzet' -- resist. In his book Bezet, Verzet,




Ontzet, Karhof describes the growth of resistance: "anp
i&bortant ingredient in feeding the flame of resistance was
the 1illegal [undergrouﬁd] pressﬁ"7? Such papers as the

nationally circulated Trouw (Truth), Vrije Stemmen uit de

Ganzestad (Free Voites from Goose City},f De Stem voor God,

Koningen en Vaderland (The wvoice for God, Monarchy and the

Fatherland) from Bergen op Zoom, and Overzicht der

Nieuwsberichten (Summary of news reports) from Vlissingen,

were all passed around in this pr‘ovince.RO Some wWere
dailies, some weeklies; a few consisted of just one sheet of
paper while others were larger. All, nevertheless, helped to
keep the populace informed. These papers filled in

an information void but more importantly tied the people

together in an illegal act of resistance.

The Zeeuws wWere further tied together in . their
resistance work through various national groups that operated

-
81 Of the many groups, two in particular

within the province.
should be mentioned.®? The Landelijke Organisatie voor Hulp
aan Onderduikers (National Organization to Aid Divers) was
simply known as the L.0. *'This organization, which had its
contacts by thousands in many places in the HNetherlands

A - g B >

"Goes" in old Dutch means "goose',.
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arranged the shelteringiand care of the "divers"i'B3 This
was a formidable task. \ Some Zeeuws such as “those in the
monastery at Rilland-Batﬁ took and hid divers wherever and
whenever possible. Others, such as the farmers in North
Beveland "wére not very willing to take in divers. " Still,
almost 2,000 divers were cared fo{ in the province. This
figure was broken down to about U850 in Walcheren, 500 in
western Zeeuws Vlaanderen, 800 in its eastern counterpart,

100 in South Beveland and 60 in North Beveland.35

The second major group, the KP--Knokploegen--consisted
of many "“Knuckles Gangsﬁ, who wWere '"small but well-chosen
teams of men, [and who] worked in close contﬁct with the
L.0., their job being to attack the rationing offices in
order to get possession of the necessary E?tion cards" to
feed the many ‘mouths' so carefully hidden from the German
police.86 These "Coup de Main" armed parties fubther upset
*the German aém machine, by stealing . . . blank identity
docs and freeing political prisoners.” Many successful raids

of this nature have been made and these must have caused the

occupying power a great deal of annoyance., "87

"Zeeland did not only fight through organized resistance

.« « » [but there was] also much evidence of unorganized

resistance . . ." against their Aryan oppressors*88 Some

members of the police force tipped people off so that they
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‘where the farmers': loyalty lay. 9

89

could hide when a warrant was issued _fofr them. They also

warned those who had radios of impending searches. Four

farmers in Goes, not willing to be *s”“outdane, -showed their
resistance on market day by each leadifhg "‘in a stallion. The
first stallion had a red ribbon braicﬁ‘ied \’gﬁinto its tail, the

| "
next had a white ribbon, the third one| a blue, and the fourth

‘ }

an _orange. Thelr show horses definitely showed the Germans
8 |

|
~ - r

0 |

|
i
|

A host of other forms of resist%nce were practiced by
. !
the Zeeuws, They were active in thé; underground railways

which helped to wisk downed English “( pilots away from the

- German grasp. Others wore orange flo%ers on the c¢ountry’'s

national days, or covered walls with “‘;\‘pro-Dutch gr~afitt1.91
Some Zeeuws wanted to relay intelligence to England and after
September of 1944 to the Canadians as ‘{they moved into the
pr